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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
AND THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, AND
REMARKS ON THE HEALTHY FORESTS INITIATIVE

Tuesday, May 20, 2003
10:30 am. — 11:00 a.m.
Oval Office / East Garden
Margaret Spellings

PURPOSE

To meet with Secretary Gale Norton and Secretary Ann Veneman for a briefing on the
upcoming wildfire season and Tuesday’s House vote on your Healthy Forests Initiative (HFI).

To make remarks-on the anticipated wildfire season outlook and to encourage House and
Senate passage of your HFL.

BACKGROUND

Last year, 7.2 million acres burned due to wildfires. In August, you announced your
Healthy Forests Initiative to (1) significantly step up efforts to prevent the damage
catastrophic wildfires cause by reducing unnecessary regulatory obstacles that hinder active
and sensible forest management; (2) work with Congress to pass legislation that addresses
the unhealthy forests crisis by expediting procedures for forest thinning and restoration
projects; and (3) fulfill the promise of the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan to ensure sustainable
forest management and appropriate timber production. Several aspects of HFI are being
handled administratively, including the improvement of the environmental review process,
endangered species consultations, and the appeals process.

On the legislative front, Congress passed a stewardship contracting provision in the FY 03
budget bill, which allows Federal agencies to enter into long-term contracts for thinning
services in exchange for the wood products removed. The dual benefits are significant
savings to the Federal Government for thinning out forests and local economic development.
This year, the House has a bill with 130 cosponsors (17 Democrats), representing all regions
of the country. The House will vote on this legislation Tuesday afternoon. The proposed bill
establishes procedures to expeditiously implement forest restoration and wildfire mitigation
projects on Forest Service and BLM lands (1) near communities in the wildland urban
interface; (2) on high risk lands in the proximity of municipal water sources; (3) on high risk
lands that encompass habitat for threatened and endangered species where Federal wildlife
officials have identified catastrophic wildfire as a threat to the viability of the species; and
(4) on high risk landscapes particularly susceptible to disease or bug infestation. The bill

-protects valuable wilderness and roadless areas.



I11.

PARTICIPANTS

" Oval Office Meeting Participants

Gale Norton, Secretary of the Interior

Ann Veneman, Secretary of Agriculture

Andrew Card, Chief of Staff

Jim Connaughton, Chairman, Council on Environmental Quality
Margaret Spellings, Assistant to the President for Domestic Policy
David Hobbs, Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs

Stage Participants
Gale Norton
Ann Veneman
Andrea Gilham, Fire Management Officer, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Browning, Montana;
Member of the Blackfeet Tribe
Rex Mann, U.S. Forest Service, Timber, Wildlife and Fire Staff Officer, Daniel Boone
National Forest, Kentucky
Note: Mr. Mann is one of the Forest Service’s top firefighters. Also, he has two
sons who are Army officers. One is a captain with the Engineers in Germany.
The other is a major in the Special Forces who is just completing studies at the
War College and will be deploying to either Iraq or Afghanistan.

VIPs in Audience
Governor Judy Martz (R-MT); Chairperson, Western Governors’ Assomatlon
Pete Shumway, Supervisor of Navajo County, Arlzona

Senator Larry E. Craig (R, ID)
Senator Mike Crapo (R, ID)
Senator Pete Domenici (R, NM)
Senator Gordon Smith (R, OR)

Congressman Sherwood Boehlert (R, NY-24)

Congressman Wayne Gilchrest (R, MD-01)

Congressman Bob Goodlatte (R, VA-06)
Congressman Scott McInnis (R, CO-03) .
Congressman Collin Peterson (D, MN-07)
Congressman Richard Pombo (R, CA-11)
Congressman Rick Renzi (R, AZ-01)
Congressman Mike Ross (D, AR-04)
Congressman Charles H. Taylor (R, NC-11)
Congressman Greg Walden (R, OR-02)

Approximately one hundred invited guests, including members of various non-profit

- advocacy and forest groups



IV. PRESS PLAN
Oval Office: Closed
East Garden: Open Press .
V.  SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
e You meet with Secretaries Norton and Veneman in the Oval Office.

e Secretaries Norton and Veneman are escorted to pre-set onstage in the East Garden
~with Andrea Gilham and Rex Mann.

e You proceed to the East Garden for WHCA announcement onto stage.
e You proceed to the microphone and deliver remarks. :
e You conclude remarks and depart.

VI.  REMARKS

Prepared by Speechwriting

VII.  ATTACHMENTS

Remarks
Fire Season Outlook Maps (2002 and 2003)



. "Remarks on the Healthy Forests In|t|at|ve A

 May 20, 2003

Draft #5

. :; Good morn|ng and weIcome to the Whlte House I am pIeased all of
~you could be here to support the preservatlon of a great Amerlcan treasure

e "?'_our forests

N|ne months ago I stood at the scene of the Squnres Peak f|re in Bl

o vOregon On one side of a dirt road, where smaII trees, and underbrush had”’fﬁ

" been removed before the fire rolled through the forest was green and alive. . =

'On the other side, where a snmllar thinning prOJect had been stalled by -

o . "f_Iawswts the Iandscape was charred and the trees Iooked like- matchstlcks

The contrast between these two S|des of the forest was startllng, and S e

! traglc Active forest management could have saved both areas, and it
could save millions more acres across Amerlca from the: devastatlon of

“" ‘severe forest fires and insect damage. Yet for too many years,

*bureaucratlc tangles and bad forest poI|cy have prevented foresters from - -
keep|ng our woodlands healthy and safe. The cost'to America has been - .
"high — in the' Ioss of lives and property, and the destructlon of woodIands

~andwidife. L e CEL A

No reglon in Amenca is |mmune to thrs probIem W|Idf|res d|seases .
~ and insect infestations threaten the habitat of animals and diminishthe -

~.7"_quality of our water. And problems on public lands hurt private lands, too, S

S -by leaping across boundary Ilnes to destroy homes farms ranches and ‘

Gy ._.towns

The HeaIthy Forests In|t|at|ve that I announced Iast summer is

e :iz??maklng American woodlands more safe, acre by acre. As we approach the

ff'f} _ start of fire season, we have a responS|b|I|ty to do even more to protect our - R -
. ‘f'[_jfjforests and we will meet that responsrblllty L G T

G Z-Acknowledgments |

- Secretary Gale Norton, Department of the Intenor

- Secretary Ann Veneman Department of Agrrculture ,

Jim Connaughton, Chairman, Council on Environmental Quahty
Andrea Gllham F|re Management Offrcer Bureau of Ind|an Affalrs g



. Rex Mann Area Commander U S Forest SerV|ce

o Governor Judy Martz Chalrperson Western Governors Assocratron R
o (RMT) T

e Members of Congress

" e Senator Pete Domenici (R- NM)
' Senator Mike Crapo (R-ID)
" Senator Gordon Smith (R- OR)
“Senator Larry Craig (R- ID) - :
Congressman Richard Pombo (R CA) L
“Congressman Bob Goodlatte [GOOD- Iat] (R VA) L
Congressman Scott McInnis (R CO) - o
Congressman Greg Walden (R-OR) =
- Congressman Sherwood Boehlert [BO Iert] (R NY)
'»;~'-Congressman Wayne Gilchrest [gill- CREST](R MD)
-Congressman Charles Taylor: (R- NC) |
Congressman Rick Renzi (R-AZ)
e Congressman Mike Ross. (D-AR)
e Congressman Colhn Peterson (D MN)

_ _— also want to thank all the professronal ﬂreﬂghters who are here s ,
today representing their agencres ‘These brave men and women devote e
“ithe|r professronal I|ves to protectlng our homes and communltres And

\ :': S Last year, 23 f|ref|ghters d|ed wh|Ie battIrng dlsastrous forest f|res

»fThose fires scorched about 7 million acres = more than double the average e

o of the last 10 years. Major blazes burned in 15 states across the country, - S

- -f‘destroylng 815 homes and other burldlngs and costrng taxpayers 1 6 b||||on] B
L .‘doIIars for flre suppressron e M , R

S The economic |mpact of these W|Idf|res and of mlsmanaged forests
S s W|despread Hard-working Americans and the communities that count .

T ~ on healthy forests are suffering. Since 1989, five Western states — Oregon, |
’ ".Washlngton Idaho, Montana, and California — have lost 47 OOO t|mberjobs I

i 3 And 400 mills have cIosed rn those states

At present th|s years fire outIook seems Iess severe. Yet the dangerf -

'perS|sts and many of our forests are facmg a:higher than normal risk of -
.costly and catastrophic fires. ‘The communrtl‘es from Georgia to Callfor_nla_ ,




? 'that are at s|gn|f|cant r|sk for those f|res w1|| need our help And they erI _ =
, have lt ' . . R .

W|Idf|res in unnaturaIIy overgrown forests burn hotter and spread |

,':C"‘if“faster than normal fires, and their effects on the environment can be -
. devastat|ng They sterilize s0|Is and: tr|gger soil erosion. They deC|mate
our forests, killing even g|ant Sequoias that have survived centuries of

- smaller fires. And they destroy the hab|tats of endangered species. Lastf =
year, the fire in Hayman, Colorado, damaged the hab|tat of several B

L ,speC|es |ncIud|ng the: MeX|can spotted owl

- One- reason for these deadly f|res is found in decades of we||- ,
_ intentioned but misguided forest policy,. wh|ch has allowed dangerous
undergrowth to build up on the forest floor.. During seasonal droughts, -

‘these small trees and underbrush act as ladders for ground fires to reach ‘_ o
oo the tops of our oIdest and tallest trees And they make forests vulnerable Sl
TV‘}"_;to insect |nfestat|on and d|sease LR e L o

5 Sound science shows that we can prevent such f|res by managrng e
‘forests with controlled fire, cleanlng out the .underbrush, and thinning the ~

~ -areas that are vuInerabIe to intense flres and rnsect attacks. This is-

common sense, and it is the consensus of scientists, wildlife biologists,
- 'forestry professionals, ‘and f|ref|ghters —the’ very people who have
- dedicated their lives to keeplng our forests heaIthy and our commun|t|es '

e ,-”"i',safe

Andrea Gllham who is up here W|th me today, is a fire management

- j» .offlcer and a member of the Blackfeet tribe in Browning, Montana. She has

~ been f|ght|ng fire since she was 19 and she has a degree in Forest.
Resource Management. T

Andrea knows the cost of d0|ng too lrttIe to prevent extreme erdflres

o In 1990 she was working the front lines of the Dude fire in Arizona’s Tonto

. National Forest on the day six flreflghters died. Andrea says, “Everybody o

a _knows what we need to do. . ... The longer we wait, the more likelihood a- B
R 'catastrophrc W|Idf|re is gomg to happen L|ves and property are g0|ng to be '
."«igatnsk” SR - R _ : :

S Through the HeaIthy Forests Inltlatlve we have begun to cut the
: _bureaucrat|c red tape that endangers flrefrghters and prevents foresters




--_v-from donng thelrjobs S|nce 2000 the federal government has more than S
"~ ‘doubled the amount of money budgeted for fire fighting and fire prevent|on '. o
~ “work in our forests, and we have budgeted an eight percent increase for -~ *

. :2004. So far this year, we have reduced the- undergrowth that fuels f|res onj “:7 ,

“more than 1.3 million acres of forest and rangelands - nearly twrce as.

i '_many as were treated |n 2001

SR We are mov1ng at a record settlng pace and we still have a Iong way s

B to go. One-hundred-and- n|nety million acres are vulnerable to these - T

- devastating fires. For the sake of our forests and the safety of our S

- communities, we must act quickly. | call on Congress to act now and pass
~the Healthy Forest Restoration Act. This bipartisanbill, which the House

S will vote on today, builds on the success of my Healthy Forest Initiative. It

sets the goal of thinning trees, cleaning out underbrush, and restoring : the .
R health of 20 million acres. It sets priorities for forest management, by ,
~ ‘authorizing work in the areas that are closest to rural communities, and at '

o greatest risk for enV|ronmental damage. The Healthy Forest Restoration

e Act helps the people closest to the problem — by allowing local citizens' to

. ‘help plan prOJects for non- proflt for-profit, and stewardship groups.: ‘And
- these citizens can benefit: economlcally from selllng the smaller trees that
’é:_f.j_are cleaned out of forests e LT Lo

Local c1t|zens can be great allles in th|s effort Ron BelI is w1th us .
'j.._f.when Ron notlced the health of: the forests in. h|s area deterloratlng from.

“quality trees that were crowdlng out: the taller trees.in his 40- -acre forest.
~When he was finished, the forest was healthler the bugs were gone, and

" "he had made about 15 000 dolIars from the sale of the undergrowth that he T

R cleared away

Today, Ron belongs to a group of nearly 200 Iandowners in central

Arkansas who are working to manage their woodlands and keep the bugs . e

5 _“;,jout Ron says some of the landowners who live near nat|onaI forest. areas

- are worrled because the government moves too slowly in treatlng |ts own
”forests o o SR | | .

yigglz,.i'today 'Ron spent 22 years in'the Army before com|ng home to manage hls, T
~family cattle and tree farm: near Batesville, Arkansas About six years ago,

g,;_i{l_nsect infestation, he decided to do somethlng about it.- Ron, his wife, and' 5
~their two sons spent an entire winter ¢leaning out the dlseased and. lower- ,



Ron says, “These condltrons are preventable wrth a little bit of

R ‘management You don’ t just have to throw Up your hands .. There are
t|mes ‘your need to get ln there qwckly when the srtuatlon is dlre ‘

The situation is dlre and Congress must act 1 call upon the House

‘and Senate to support th|s blll and pass |t before the fire season starts next
- month. ; S

Our forests are a treasure and we are: the stewards ‘We must

i preserve them, and we must protect the people and communities who-

. depend on them. And we must fulfill our promise-to the next generation,to -

- Thank yo.u.‘all’,4 ._and'.rriay God ble__s:s Amerlca -

,e.;Drafted by_ Colleen Carroll Offlce of Speechwntmg e

Office: 202/45&0399 N
. (b>(6> o

i Ieave beh|nd a world as blessed and beautlful as the one our parents Ieft to - o



National Wildland Fire Seasonal Outlook
May 1 to September 30, 2002




National Wildland Fire Seasonal Outlook
May 1 to September 30, 2003
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PERSONNEL MEETING

Tuesday, May 20, 2003
2:05 p.m. —2:25 p.m.
Oval Office
Dina Powell

PURPOSE

To update you on the status of the personnel selection process and seek approval on
potential nominations.

BACKGROUND
The Personnel Meeting is part of a series of ongoing personnel discussions.
PARTICIPANTS

The Vice President

Andrew Card, Chief of Staff

Dina Powell, Director, Presidential Personnel

Rebecca Contreras, Associate Director, Presidential Personnel
David Higbee, Associate Director, Presidential Personnel
Monica Kladakis, Associate Director, Presidential Personnel

Ed Moy, Associate Director, Presidential Personnel

Eric Motley, Deputy Associate Director, Presidential Personnel
Jennifer Cervantes, Deputy Associate Director, Presidential Personnel
J.T. Jezierski, Deputy Associate Director, Presidential Personnel
Ginny Saxton, Deputy Associate Director, Presidential Personnel
Darren Bearson, Deputy Associate Director, Political Affairs

PRESS PLAN
Closed
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

Dina Powell will provide an overview, and the Associate Directors will discuss their
respective areas. '

ATTACHMENT

Notebook






-

THE WHITE HOUSE

’ WASHINGTON

PRESENTATION OF THE PUBLIC PAPERS OF THE PRESIDENT

Tuesday, May 20, 2003
2:30 p.m. — 2:45 p.m.
Oval Office
* Ari Fleischer / Harriet Miers

L PURPOSE

To accept the first book in the series of the Public Papers of the Presidents, George W.
Bush, 2001 from employees of the Government Printing Office and the National Archives
and Record Administration and provide a photo opportunity for those who help in its
production.

IL BACKGROUND

Beginning with President Eisenhower, every President has participated in a brief,
informal presentation ceremony to accept a specially bound leather copy of the first
volume of the public papers of their Administration from employees of the Government

‘ Printing Office and the National Archives Records Administration, who have helped
produce the book.

v

III. PARTICIPANTS

John W. Carlin, Archivist of the United States

Bruce James, Public Printer of the United States

Raymond A. Mosley, Director of the Federal Register

Frances D. McDonald, Managing Editor of the Federal Register
Gwendolyn J. Henderson, Chief, Presidential and Legislative Publications Unit

Karen L. Ashlin, Chief Editor, Public Papers of the Presidents

Michael J. Sullivan, Managing Editor, Weekly Compzlatzon of Presidential Documents
Peter James, Journeyman bookbinder

Harriet Miers, Staff Secretary
Ari Fleischer, Press Secretary

IV.  PRESSPLAN

‘ ) Closed



V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

o The participants will arrive in the West Wing Lobby, where they will be greeted by
Ari Fleischer and Harriet Miers and then escorted into the Oval Office.

e John Carlin, Archivist of the United States, will present you with a specially bound
first-edition copy of Volume I of the Public Papers of the Presidents: George W.
Bush, 2001.

e You will pose for a group photo in front of the Resolute Desk.

e The group will be escorted from the Oval Office by Ari Fleischer and Harriet Miers.

VI.  REMARKS AND ATTACHMENTS

None







' THE WHITE HOUSE
. 'WASHINGTON’
- DEPARTURE PHOTOS
Tuesday, May 20, 2003 _
~2:50 p.m. —'3:00 p.m.
) ~ Oval Office o
Condoleezza R1ce / Dina Powell / John Bndgeland

| PURPOSEf

" To pose for departure photos with(b3) 10USC 130%Rory Dlamond Matthew Fogarty, and
Carrie Chck, and to thank them for their service. o X

BACKGROUND

-

(b3) 10 USC 130b-

’

Rory Diamond served asa Deputy Assocmte Dlrector of the Office of Pres1dent1al

~ Personnel. He began working in the Ofﬁce of Presidential Personnel as a Staff Assistantin :
September 2001 and became a Deputy Associate Director in April 2002. He resigned to
attend law school in Callforma, but has not yet declded which law school he will attend

Matthew Fogarty served asa Deputy Associate Dlrector of the Office of Presidential
Personnel. He began working in the Office of Presidential Personnel in May 2002. He
res1gned to. attend law school, but also has not yet declded which law school he will attend.

Carrie Click served in the Ofﬁce of Falth-Based and Commumty Initiatives from February
2001 to February 2003 as Staff Assistant and Deputy Associate Director for Outreach. As
. Deputy Associate Director for Qutreach, Carrie helped coordinate the White House Faith-

- Based and Community Initiative Regional Conferences, which have been touted asone of
the office’s greatest accomphshments Came leﬁ the Whlte House to start her own private

. consulting firm.. S

- PARTICIPANTS

Frank Mlller, Semor Director for Defense Pollcy and Arms Control
Major General (Sel) Frank Klotz, USAF S

~




IV.

Dina Powell, Director, Presidential Personnel
Rory Diamond

Matthew Fogarty

Roger W. Fogarty, Matthew’s father

Sallie C. Fogarty, Matthew’s mother

Jim Towey, Director, Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives
Carrie Click / o

PRESS PLAN

Closed

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS, REMARKS, AND ATTACHMENTS

None
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY WITH REGIONAL APPOINTEES

Tuesday, May 20, 2003
3:05 pm —3:15 pm
- EEOB Steps -
Joshua Bolten

PURPOSE

To participate in a group photo with Presidential Regional Appointees from the
Departments of Education, the Interior, Labor, Health and Human Services, Housing and
Urban Development, Veterans Affairs, the EPA, FEMA, GSA, HUD, VA, and SBA who
are attending a two-day Regional Appointee Conference sponsored by Cabinet Affairs.

BACKGROUND

The first of its kind during this Administration, this conference is intended to engage your
regional appointees as your representatives around the country, and to give them a chance
to meet and hear from senior White House officials and agency leaders.

The conference began on Monday, May 19, with a reception at the Mayflower Hotel.

On Tuesday morning, plenary and breakout sessions will be held at the Mayflower Hotel,
where attendees will hear from Pat McGinnis of the Council for Excellence in Government,
Clay Johnson, CEA Member Randall Krozner, Deputy Secretary of Labor Cam Findlay,
and Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Ruben Barrales.

The afternoon sessions will be held in EEOB 450, with presentations by Brett Kavanaugh and
Nanette Everson from the White House Counsel’s Office, John Bridgeland, Ken Mehlman,
David Hobbs, Margaret Spellings, NSC Executive Secretary Greg Schulte, and Secretary
Martinez. You will pose with the appointees following this meeting. Following the photo

- opportunity, Secretary Ridge will speak at a reception in the Indian Treaty Room.

Appointees will then visit their respective agencies the following day.

PARTICIPANTS
77 Regional Appointees (see attached list).

Brian Montgomery, Cabinet Secretary



IV.  PRESS PLAN

Closed

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

You will arrive at the EEOB steps, where the appointees will be pre-positioned. You will
pose for the photo in the front row and then depart.

VI. REMARKS

None

VII. ATTACHMENTS

List of Participants



Brian
Deborah
Bob
Constantinos
Corey
Linda
Josh
Kevin
Milton
Joseph
Cynthia
Macie
John
Jillian
John
Frank
Brian
Teresa
Richard
Elvis
Marisel
Kit
Daniel
Edward
Richard
David
John
Robert
Jane
Donald
James
Thomas
Richard
James
Robert
Wayne
John
Michael
Dan
Anne
Gaye
Mary
Bob

Pat

Cresta
Konopko

Zimmerman:

Miskis
Hoze
Penn
Valdez
Keogh
Pratt
Galvan
Leon
Houston
Carson
Inmon
Meyers
McKay
Noyes
Chappell
Rainey
Solivan
Morales
Kimball
Craig
Buikema
Hainje
Maurstad
Pennington
Varney
Kenny
Welsh

- Palmer

Skinner
Greene
Gulliford
Roberts
Nastri
Iani
Sentance
Cassidy
Hancock
Lang
Cohen
Baker
Chlouber

PARTICIPANTS

HHS
HHS
HHS
HHS
HHS
HHS
HHS
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
HUD
Dol
FEMA
FEMA
FEMA
FEMA
FEMA
EPA
EPA
EPA
EPA
EPA
EPA
EPA

" EPA

EPA
EPA
DoEd
DoEd
DoEd
DoEd
DoEd
DoEd-
DoEd

Mary Jane
Donna
Angelica
Robert
Judy
Walter
Dennis
Dennis
Karl
Barbara
Ed

Jim
Larry
Peter
Theodore
Roberto
Robert
Donald
Jon
Jeffrey
Michael
Allegra
Nuby
Joseph
Samuel
Elton
Bruce
Conrad
Jay
Bruce
John
Butch
William

Pearson
Foxley
Tang
Athey
Bioviani-Lloyd
Liang
Dorsey
Smith
Reichelt
Shelton
Fielder
Handley
Trujillo
Stamison
Christian
Coquis
Thibeault
Williams
Kvistad
Butland
Pappas
McCullough
Fowler
Montes
Jones
Ringsak
Thompson
Lee
Vargas
Nitsche
Schneider -
Miller
Bishop

DoEd
DoEd
DoL
DoL
DoL
DoL
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
GSA
SBA
SBA
SBA
SBA
SBA
SBA
SBA
SBA
SBA
VA
VA
VA
VA
VA
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THE TALKING POINTS
FOR THE ROUNDTABLE
WITH CUBAN DISSIDENTS

WILL BE PROVIDED

WHEN AVAILABLE.



POINTS TO BE MADE FOR MEETING WITH
CUBAN DISSIDENTS AND FAMILIES OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

e I admire your courage and that of your families in the face of
such dehumanizing treatment.

. Cuba is the only country in the Western ﬁemisphere that is
regularly singled out for systematic human rights abuses.

e My Administration places great importance on respecting human
rights in Latin America in general, Cuba in particular.

e In U.S. foreign policy, Cuba matters. Other countries now
know this. '

e T am dlsapp01ntment at Cuba’s re- adm1551on 1nto the U.N. Human
Rights Commission.

¢ The current crackdown on peaceful political opposition is a
sign of the Castro regime’s weakness, not strength.

¢ The United States is committed to highlighting human rights
issues in Cuba and to working with the international community
to seek the prompt release of these brave individuals.

e The Inter-American Democratic Charter states in Article 1:
“The peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and
their governments have an obligation to promote and defend
it.” We will work with our Hemispheric allles to bring the
reallty of this statement to Cuba.

The United States will continue to support all the peaceful
pro-democracy activists within Cuba. ©Now is not the time to
back away from democratic ideals.

e I hope to be able to celebrate a 20 de Mayo event 1n a free
and independent Cuba.

<
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' BACKGROUND ON ROUNDTABLE PARTICIPANTS

: Mano Chanes de Axmas [CHAH-nes de armas] :
Mario is a 76-year-old former labor leader who participated in the Castro- led attack on Batista’s

Moncada Barracks on July 26, 1953. He and Castro were jailed for two years by Batista. In 1956,
he and Castro returned to Cuba on the ship Granma, and they fought together in the revolution

* which ended in 1959. Sometime later, Mario complained to Castro that the Revolution was turning .
“ communist, which was not good for Cuba. He was Jalled by Castro for 30 years, longer than
Nelson Mandela v

Maritza Lugo [mar-IT za LU-go]

Maritza is 43 years old. She and her husband have been Jaﬂed multlple times for organizing non-
violent groups of fam111es of polltlcal prisoners demanding better treatment in jails and for
organizing groups of independent farmers who demanded better prices for their pro

state monopolies. Because of their actions, their small plot of land was confiscated. (b)(6)
T T o . ‘ . -

: Blanca Gonzalez : : :
Blanca is representlng her son, Normando Hernandez." Normando isa 33-year—old 1ndependent '

journalist who is now in jail for practicing journalism without permission of the government. He
wrote articles of communlty interest dlscusslng the 1nab111ty or failure of the government to prov1de

- social serv1ces

~An el de Fana [FAH-nah]. '

Angel spent 20 years in prison for “activities against t the security of the State.” He was a
“plantado” (The literal translation is “stuck in the ground "), refusing “rehabllltatlon” through
mdoctrlnatlon which would have lessened h1s sentence ‘ :

Emesto Diaz

Emesto was a fisherman in pre-Castro Cuba who was Jalled for 22 years for “counter-revolutlonary
activities.” While in pnson he wrote poetry and chlldren s stories that later earned him world-w1de

‘ acclaim'

" EllSCblO Penalver [u SAY-bee-oh PEN-al-ver] ‘ : ‘
.- Eusebio fought against Batista with Che Guevara. Aﬁer the revolution, he saw that the commumsts

were taking over and moved to the mountains to fight Castro. He was captured and spent 28 years

| “injail. He received particularly harsh treatment because he is Afro-Cuban. While being beaten, he
was told by his captors that he was an- ungrateful black” for taklng up arms agamst Castro :

Ana Lazara Rodriguez

- Ana is a medical doctor who struggled agamst Batlsta and then Castro. She spent 19 years in

pnson under Castro. - She wrote a book detalhng the brutal treatment of women in Castro s political - .

‘prisons.




Ramon Colas [coh-LAS]

Along with his wife, Ramon founded the independent library movement in Cuba. These modest
collections of books in private homes, which the government considers subversive, grew around the
country. Castro’s Security forces ransacked Colas’ house, scattering all his books on the street, and
forced his family to flee.

Isabel Roque [roh-KAY] »

Isabel is the sister of Marta Beatriz Roque, who is an independent economist and dissident. . Marta
has been jailed for writing economic and political analyses exposing the failure of Castro’s regime.
She was sentenced to 20 years in prison for violating the law against revealing any information
having to do with Cuba’s economy. '

Nancy Avila

Nancy is the mother of Pablo Pacheco. Pablo is a 33-year-old independent journalist who wrote
about conditions of political prisoners and their families. He was jailed for “conspiracy against the
power of the State.” ’

Basilio Guzman [GOOZ-mahn]

Basilio was originally a pro-Castro activist. He turned against Castro after it became apparent that
communism was taking control. He was jailed for 22 years and became a “plantado,” refusing
indoctrination-based rehabilitation.
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