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Supject: · FA.Cl SHEET: Brett M. Kavanaugh: Nominee To The U.S. Court Of Appeals ForThe [).C. 
Circuit ' · · · 

·Attachments: 5.8.06 Kavanaugh Fact Sheef.pdf 

. . Brett M. Kavanaugh . . . . 
.. Nominee To The U.S. Court Of Appeals F.orThe D.C. Circuit· 

' Througho~tHis Career, Brett M. Kavanaugh Has Demonstrated Legal Excelle.nce And The Fair-Minded 
Temperament To S1erve As A Federal Appellate Judge. Kavanaugh has an extraordinary range of experience in 
the public and private sectors. He has dedicated the majority of his 16 years of practice to public service as an 
appellate lawyer, a government lawyer, and an Assistant to the. President. 

Brett M. Kavanaugh Is Superbly Qualified For. The D.C. Circuit . · 

Kavanaugh Now Serves As Assistant To The President And Staff Secretary. He is responsible for 
coordinating virtually all documents to and from the President: He previously .served as Senior Assodate Counsel : 
and Associate Counsel to the President, during which time he worked on.numerous copstitutional, legal,· and ethi,cal 
issues. 

Prior To His Service In This Administration, Kavanaugh Was .A Partner At The Law Firm Of Kirkland& Ellis, 
. Where His PraCticeFocused On Appellate Matters_. Kavanaugh alsoserved as an Associ~te Counsel iri the 
· . Office of Independent Counsel, where he handled a nuinber of difficult constitutional issues presented'during that 
inve~tigatbn .. Kavanaugh specialized in appellate law and has extensive experience in· fhe Federal appellate · 
courts, both as a law clerk an.d as c.ounsel. Kavanaugh has argued both civil and criminal matters before the U.S. 
Supreme Court~:md appellate courts throughout the country. · · · 

\ ·. . . . , . . 

Kavanaugh Clerked For U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, As Well.As Judge Alex Kozinski Of · 
· · lhe Ninth Circuit And Jud~e Walter Stapleton Of The Third Circuit. Prior to his Supreme Court clerkship, 

Kavanaugh earned a prestigious fellowship in the Office of the Solicitor General of the United States. The Solicitor 
General's office reprE~sents the United States before the Supreme Court. · · ·· 

The American Bar Association (ABA)Has Consistently Rated Kavanaugh "Well Qualified" Or "Qualified'.; To 
Serve On The D.C. Circuit. The ABA has rated BrettKavanaugh qualified to serve 6n the frC:- Circuit on three 
separate occasions .. In other words, 42out of 42ABAindividual ratings found that Mr. Kavanaugh-is eitherWell 
QlJalified or Qualified to serve on the D.C. Circuit. And the majority of tho~e 42 raters found Mr._ Kavanaugh to be 
Well Qualified to serve on the D.C. Circuit. ·· · ·· · · · 

•' '• '. ' ' ,, . . ' .. ' 

. Kavanaugh:Has Impeccable Academic Credentials. ,He received his B.A. cum laude from Yale College and his· 
law degree from Yale Law School, where he served as Notes Editor of the Yale.Law Journal. 

. '.- . '" '· ... ' ' 

KavanaUgh·HasOffered His Legal_Expertise And Personal Time To Serving His Community. While in private 
practice, .Kavanaugh took on pro bono matters, including representation of the Ad at Shalom congregation iri 
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Montgomery County, Mc:iryland, against the attempt t6 stop construction of a synagogue in the county. Kavanaugh 
also represented, on a pro bono·basis, six-year-old Elian Gonzalez afterthe Immigration and Naturalization Service 
decided to return him to Cuba. · " 

People Frorn Across Thie Political Spectrum Support Brett 'M. Kavanaugh's Nomination To The D.c .. Circuit 

Bipartisan Group Of Former U.S. Attorneys General: "Mr:Kavanaugh is particularly known for his intelligence; · 
!' · .. ' - ·-_"' ' ·.:.- ·. . - _·:. ' . - ·· .. ' ' _- _, __ '_ -- - ,· _- ' - - ' ·. - : ' 

commitment to public ·service, and integrity. Throughout his career, Mr. Kavanaugh has shown a dedication to the 
legal profession and the.rule of law, and his professional accomplishments speak volumes to his.ability to serve C!S 
a federal judge .... We believe that Mr. Kavanaugh possesses.each characteris:tic of an outstanding nominee to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, indu.ding academic and-professional credentials and integrity."· (Williarl1P, 

·· Barr Ori Behalf Of Griffin B. Bell,:Edwin Meese, Ill, Dick Thornburgh, and Jo.hn Ashcroft, Letter To Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA), 5/5/06) 

Bipartisan Group Of Kavanaugh's Classmates FromThe Yale Law School Class Of 1990: "We have known 
Brett Kavanaugh for almost two decades and we are convinced thathe would be fair and impartial on the bench .. 
He has theintegrity, honesty, good sense, and temperament to apply the, law fairly and with intellectual honesty as 

.. a judge on the United States Court of Appeals forthe Disfrictof Columbia;Circuit." (Bipartisan Gr9upQf Brett 
Kavanaugh'sClassmates From The YaleLciw School Class Of 1990, Letter To Sen: Arlen Specter (R-PA) An(j Sen, P?trickLeahy (D~VT), 
5/3/06) . . . . . . . . 

FormerU.S. Solicitors General Theodore Olson, Kenneth Starr, And Charles flied: "Mr. Kav9na.ugh embodies 
all of the characteristics that make an outstandingJederai court of appeals judge: exceptional appellateexperience, ·. 

· stellar academic credentials, and unque·stioned integrity." (Theodore B. Olson On Behalf Of Kenneth w. Starr and Charles . · 
. Fried, Letter To Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA), 5/3/06) · · · · · 

. . ' . ~ . '•: _·, -. 
. . . 

Judge Walter K. Sfapl~t,on, U.S. Court Of Appeals For The Third Circuit:" In my opinion, Mr. Kavanaugh·is 
superbly qualified to serve as a United State.s ·circuit Judge, and I have no reservations whatever in P.redicting that 
he would make an extraordinary contribution to the administration of justice in any Court of Appeals." (Judge Walter· · 
K. Stapleton,Letter To Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA), 5/3/0_6) . ·· · · 

. ' . . 
" . ' -

F.ormerdounsels And Deputy Counsels To ThePresident: "In qur view; Mr. Kavanaugh possesses allofthe · .. 
· requisite qualifications for such an appointment, incltJding outstandingacademiccredentials,·keen intellect, a calm 
. and thoughtful demeanor, an,d exceptional analytic skills.'' (FredF. Fielding On Behalf Of Arthur B. Culvahouse, Jr., Peter J. 

- Wallison_, Phillip D. Brady, Richard A Hauser, Timothy E. Flanigan, Dayid G. Lettch, John P.Schmitz, and Jay B. Stephens, Letter To Seh. 
Arlen Specter (R-PA), 5/5/06) · ' · · ' · · · · , 

~ . . 

Mark H: Tllo hey, Ill, Former President Of The DistricfOfColumbia Bar:. "[Kavanaugh ].is exceptionally-well 
· qualified to serve on ()ne of the nation's most important app~llate courts, as he possesses keen intellectual . 
. prowess, superior analytical skills and a strong commitment to applying the role of law in a fair and impartial 
manner:" (MarkH. Tuohey, Ill, Letter To Sen. Orrin Hatch (R~UT), 4/26/04) . . 

' . . . 

PamelaHarris;Washington, D.C., Attorney And Yale Law School Class Of 1990: " ... _Brett stand.s out as 
someone who. refuses to personalize policy disagreements. : .. His long-standing friendships with those outside his 
political circle attest to the factthat he continues to command the respect and affection of political adversaries." . 
(Pamela Harris, Lette.r To Sen. Orrin.Hatch (R-UT);A/27/04) · - ··· · · · · 

Editorial On.B~ett M. Kavanaugh's Nomination To The D.C. Circuit·· 
. . 

[' -' . ' ·. '_, . . . ' ' . ' '' '_ ' _. . ' : ·--< . ' .- '·:' . 
The_ Wall Street Journal: In A''Rational World, .. _Kavanaugh "Wouldn't Be Considered Anything Close Jo. 
Controversial Enou~ih'' To Merit A fll_ibuster. ;,Anything is possible, but it's hard to believe Democrats are nuts. 

· enough to launch a judicialJilibuster in the middle. of an election year wi.th.a GOP President §Qiow in the_polls.Ta.lk · 
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about a get-out-the~vote gift for Republicans .... lo a rational world, he wouldn't be considered anything dos~ to 
controversial enough to trigger that accord's 'extraordinary circumstances' exception." (Editorial, "The NextFilibuster?" 
The Wall Street Jol{mal, 514106) ·. · · 

You are currently subscribed to Communications Update - EOP as: 
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Setting The Reco.rd Straight: 

The ABA Finds Brett Kavanaugh Is lilndeed Qualified To Serve On The· 
Federal Bench" 

"In 42 votes cast in the three ABA reviews, all 42 found Mr. Kavanaugh to be well qualified or qualified to serve'On · .. 
the DC Circuit. The ABA itself says .that even the lowest ofthe three ratings is, in its words, ia very high 

· standard.'" . · · · · 
-White House Deputy Press SecretaryDana Perino 

May 8, 2006 

The Associated Press: "ABA Downgrades Rating For White House Aide From Well-QualifiedTo.Qualified," 
(Laurie Kellman, "ABA Downgrades Rating For White House Aide From WellcQualified Tei Qualified," The Associated Press, 5/8/06) 

. . . 
But According To ABA Review Panel Ch.airman Stephen Tober, Kavanaugh Is ''lndeed.Qµalifi~d To. 
Serve On The Federal Bench." TOBER: "This nominee enjoys a solid reputation for integrity, intellectual 
capacity, and writing and analytical ability .... A substantial majority of the Standing Committee believes that Mr. 

···Kavanaugh is indeed qualified ·to serve on the federal bench."· (Stephen L T6ber, Committee on The Judiciary, u.s. 
Senate, Testimony, 5/8/06) · ·· 0 

. Tober Himself Notes That"There ls'No Bright-Line Litmus Test As To Whether A Nominee Is 'Well 
· Qualified' Or 'Qualified."' TOBER: "It is, at its most basic, the difference between the 'highest standwd' and a 

'very; high standard."' (Stephen L. Tober, Committee On The Judiciary,'U.S. Senate, Testimony, 5/8/06) · 

·· According To The ABA's "Backgrounder," A "Qualified" R~ting Means The Committee Believes A . 
Nominee Will BE! Able To Perform "All Duties And Responsibilities" Of A Federal Judge. TOBER: "The 

. Backgrounder also makes clear that '(t)he rating of 'Qualified' rnearis that the nominee meets the Committee's 
very high standards with respectto int~grity, professional competence and judicial temperament and that the 
Committee believes that the nominee will be able to perform satisfactorily all ofthe duties and responsibilities 

• required by the high office 6fa federal judge.'" (Stephen L. Tober, Committee On The Judiciary, (J.S. Senate, Testimony, 
5/8/06) . . 

· .. ·Sen. Arlen Specter (R~PA): "[The ABA Rating ls]Just AShading . ... ,He's Got A Very Strqng Record~" 
. (Laurie Kell.man, "ABA Downgrades Rating F6r White House Aide From V)lell-Qualified To Qualified," Ttie Associated Press, 5/8/06) 

Brett M. Kavanaugh Is Superbly Qualified For The D.C. Circuit 
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Throughout His Career, Brett Kavanaugh Has Demonstrated Legal Excellence And The Fair-Minded! 
TemperamentTo Serve As A Federal Appellate Judge. Kavanaughhas ar1 extraorpinary range of 

. experience in the public and private sectors. He has. dedicated the majority of his 16 years of practice to public 
service as an appellate lawyer, a government lawyer, and anA,ssistantto the President. 

Kavahaugh Nmfl Serves As Assistant To The President And Staff Secretary. He is responsible for 
coordinating virtually all documents to and from the PresidenL He previously served as Senior AssocJate 
Counsel and Associate Counsel to the President, during which time he worked on numerous constitutional, 
legal, and ethic~lissues. · · 

. PriorToHis Service In This Administration, Kavanaugh.Was A Partner AtTheLaw FirmOfKirklandl &. 
· EUisi Where His: Practice Focused On Appellate Matters. Kavanaugh also served as an Associate Counsel 

, in the Office of Independent Counsel, where he handled a number of difficult constitutional issues presented 
.. during that investigation. Kavanaugh specialized in appellateJaw and has extensive experience in the Federal· 

appellate courts, both as a law clerk and as counsel. Kavanaugh. has argued both civil and criminal matters 
·before the U.S. Supreme Court and appellate courts throughout the country. · · · 

Kavanaugh Clerked For U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, As Well As Judge Alex Kozinski 
Of The Ninth Circuit And Judge Walter Stapleton Pf The Third Circuit. Prior to his Supreme Court ·. 
clerkship, Kavanaugh earned a prestigious fellowship in the Office of the SolicitorGeneralpf the United States. 
The Solicitor General's office represents the United States before the Supreme Court. · · 

The American Bar Association (ABA) Has Consistently Rated Kavanaugh "Well Qualified'' Or. 
"Q4aUfied" To Serve On The D.C. Circuit. The ASA has rated Brett Kavanaugh qualified to serve on the D.G. 
Circuit on three separate occasions.· In otherwords,42 out'of42 ASA individualratings found that Mr. 
Kavanaugh is (;ither Well Qualified or Qualified to serve on theD.C. Circuit. Andthe majorityofthose42 raters 

· found Mr. Kavanaugh to be Well Qualified to serve on theD;C. Circuit. · ··· 
•' ... 

Kavanaugh Has Impeccable Academic Credentials .. He received his. BA cum laude fromYale College and 
his. law degree from Yale Law School, where he served as Notes Editor of the Yale Law Journal: 

-. . . . . . . 

K~vanaugh Has Offered His Legal.Expertise And Personal Time To Serving His Community. While in 
private practice, Kavanaugh took on pro bona matters, including representation of the AdatShalom ..... 

' congregation in Montgomery County, Maryland, against the attempt to stop construction ofa synagogue in the · ·· 
county. Kavanaugh also represented, on a pro bona basis, six-year-old Elian· Gonzalez after the Immigration . · 
and Naturalization Service decidedto return him to Cuba. · 

·You ar~currently subscribed to.Communications Update -EOPas: 
wilfotm:_\V:'-'-mccathran@who.eop.gov. 
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Mccathran, William w .. .. 
From: White House Communications [WhiteHouseCommunications@whitehouse.gov] . 

I . . 
·. Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2006 5;39 PM 

To: Mccathran, William W. 

Subject: WHAT THEY'RE SAYING: Brett Kavanaugh's Nomination To The U.S. Court Of Appeals For The 
D.C. Circuit 1 

What They're Saying ... 

BrettKavanaugh's Nomination To The U.S. Court Of Appeals For The 
D.C. Circuit 

"It is undoubtedly true that Mr. Kavanaugh has been in the center of many legal disputes over the past fifteen 
years. That strikes me as an unqualified good - he has an enormous breadth of ~xperience that will serve, him 
well. I.have watched his career for many years, and it strikes me as one of almost unmatched distinctio.n ... Jdo 
not believe it appropriate to write to you unless I feel strongly about a particular nominee. I feel strongly now: 
Brett Kavanaugh should be confirmed to the United States Court of Appeals for the o:c: Circuit" 
-Neal Katyal; Georgetown University Law Center Professor, Former Attorney To Vice Presiaent Gore, And 
Former Clinton Administration Official,· Letter To Sen. Arlen Specter (R·PA), 5/9/06 

F?rofessor Neal Katyal On Brett Kavanaugh's Nomination 

Katyal: Kavanaugh "Would Be A Welcome, Terrific Addition To Th"e United States Court Of Appeals.;' "I 
have watched this nomination with strong interest for.the past two years; but have stayed silent because I was not 
sure whether Mr. Kavanaugh had any role in -a pro bona case in which I am lead counsel, Hamdan v. Rumsfeld 
(currently pending at the United States Supreme Court). Because of my uncertainty as to his involvement, I felt it 
improper to comment on the nomination given my status as counsel for a party. In the hearing before your 
committee today, however, Mr. Kavanaugh stated that he had no role with respect to Guantanamo Bay policy. I am 
very grateful for the hearing today, for it has allowed me'to write to you. Accordingly, I feel free to say that Mr. 
Kavanaugh' would be a welcome, terrific addition to the United States Court of Appeals." (Neal Katyal, Letter To Sen. 
Arlen. Specter {R-PA), 5/9/06) · 

~ Katyal:"This ls.An Entirely Unsolicited Letter." "This is an entirely unsolicited letter; I have not spoken with 
iy1r. Kavanaugh for approximately four years, nor have I spoken with anyone else .at the White House, U.S: 
Department of Justice, or U.S. Senate, in conjunction with this nomination." (Neal Katyal, LetterTo Sen. Arlen Specter 

· (R-PA), 5/9/06) . 

Media Reports And Editorials On Brett Kavanaugh's Nomination 
' •' .. 

Congress Daily: "Kavanaugh Breezes Through 2nd Judicial Nomination Hearing." "An unruffled Brett 
~avanaugh weathere·d a barrage of critical Democratic questions Tuesday and pledged to be nonpartisan if 
confirmed as a judge on U.S. Circuit.Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia." (Michael Posner, "Kavanaugh Breezes 
Through 2nd Judicial Nomination Hearing," Congress Daily, 5/10/06) 

The Washington Post: Kavanaugh "Does Not Appear To Be An Ideologue." "Yet Mr. Ka~ana~gh is.a talented. 
attorney. He has been involved in controversies, but he does not appear to be an ideologue. While Democrats 
complain that his experience is thin, it is no more .. so than others who have won confirmation.and served on that 
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court. Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen Specter (R-Pa.). is· holding a second hearing on Mt: 
Kavanaugh's nomination today.·lf it produces nothing new, he should be confirmed." (Editori.al, "A TaleOfTwo Judges," 

The Washington Post, 519106) 

·, . : . . . - . ·. - . , ." . .. - . . - . ' . . : : ~ , I 

National Review's Edward Whelan: Kavanaugh ''Has A Remarkable Breadth Of Experience That Few 
Judicial Nominees Could Match~" (Edward Whelan, Op-Ed, "A Public Disservice," .National Review, 5/3/06) · 

The Wall Street Journal: .In A "Rational World, "Kavanaugh "Wouldn't Be C9nsidered Anything Close Jo 
ControversiaLEnough" To Merit A Filibuster. "In arational world, he wouldn't be considered anything close to 
controversial enoughto trigger that accord's 'extraordinary circumstances' exception." (Editorial, "The Next Filibustl)r?" 
The Wall Street Journal, 514106) 

The Washington Times: "After Nearly Three Long Years Since He Was First Nominated; Mr. Kavanaugh . 
Should Finally Get His long-Deserved Vote On The Senate Flo.or."· "After Senate Judiciary Committee · 
Chairman Arlen Specter received a letter from the seven Democratic members of the 'Gang of 14' promising not t6 
support a filibuster against Mr. K.avanaugh's nomination if he appeared before the committee a second time, the 
chairman scheduled· today's hearing.· A committee vote could comeThursda,y. Before the. Memorial Day recess, 
afternearly three long years since he was first nominated, ML Kavanaugh should finally get his long"deserved. vote . 
on the Senate floor." (Editorial, "The Kavanaugh Hearing," The WashingtonJimes, 5/9/06) 

s.~nato~s On Brett l<avanaugh's Nomination 

· Sen. Majority Leadur Bill Frist (R·TN): Kavanaugh's "Forthcoming And Candid Responses Before The · 
Senate Judiciary Committee [On Tuesday] Further Confirm That He Will Be The Kind Of Fair And . 
lndependenfJudge America Expecfs In Its Courtro,oms." (DavidG:savage,"Bench Norninee Oenies Role In 
. Controversies .• " Los Angeles Times, 5/10/06) · · 

Sen. prrin Hatch (R.-UT): Kavanaugh "Merits Our Support An.d When Confirmed Will Serve The Public Well . 
As A Fair And Impartial Jurist.". "I have confidence thatML Kavanaugh will again today der:nonstrate his deep 
understanding and knowledge of the law. I expect that he will once again display his intellect, sounpjudgmentand 

· judicial ten1petament. I have no doubtthat [he] fully appreciatesthe proper role and limitations placed on federal 
appellatejudges in our constitutional system .... I only hopethatwe.focuson.the qualifications and character of the 
nomineewe have peforeus today. If we do that, I have.nodoubt that Brett Kavanaugh merits our support and when . 
q,onfirmed will serve the public well as a fair and impartial jurist." (Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT), "Sen. Hatch Comments On 

. Kavanaugh'sNomination," Press Release, 5/9/06) 
, 

Sen~ John Cornyn (R· TX): Kavanaugh "Is An Outstanding Nominee And Someone Who I Think Should Be · • 
Confirmed To The District Of Columbia Circuit Court Of Appeals." (S.en. John CornY.·.n.(R-TX), Media Availability, 5/9/06).· . 

. .. - ' -·' - - / - ·- ,- . . 

/ 
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. lVlcGathran, V\lilJiam W., 

From: bpunce-2329~2-254308@listwhitehouse.gov.on behalf of White Ho.use Press Hele;3S,es: ' 
. [Press.Heleases@WhiteHouse.Gov] .· · · 

' ·Sent: Friday: Ma/26, 2006·10:05 AM ····· 

.·To': M~Cathran,.William W . .. 

'subject: ST~TEMENT,B~THE PRESIDENT 
'' ._,, . 

' .. ;I THE,, WHITE, HOUSE 

Office·· o:f the Press Secretary 

-··.' ·,,.,. 

For 

STATEMENT BY' THE. PRESIDENT·.··· 
~-\ 

· .. I 'applaud the Senate's vote to con:flrm Brett Kavana10gh 'to . the 
. Y•;·~·i, Cour~· .of Appeals fox the _District of Columbia Circui't,. Br~tt 

Kavanaugh is superbly qualified. for· the Court. of Appeal's i:i:nd wi11 · be 
a' brill'iant, thoughtful·,: and fair::_minded j ud,ge. ·T, app'reciate fris 
distinguished. .service i,n the Executive \Branch for th;~ 'lp.st fi\fe '· 

'' 
','' 

years, ·as, As~3bc;iate Counsel :and then Senior As$ociate Coupsel t't~ the 
Pre·sident,;,and -since July 2003. in ,t:he vital r.ole of Staff 'secret'.·ary,: 
I c:ongratulate Brett and.:his . family on today's c·O,nfirmatipn. and· thank 
l)ifu fo.r' his cont'.imied servic~ to. the '.law .and our Nation ... 

',f # #'' 

.,';' . ,1. 

; . .': 

';'• -· 
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McCathr~IJ~ William W. : 

bounce-235618-254308@1ist.whit~hol!se.gpv bn··f:l'ehalfof VVhite Ho~se Press'Rele'?'ses.•·· 
[Press. Releases@WhiteHouse. Gov] · · · · 

" - . ' '• 

··-r;hursd?Y. June 01, 2006 2:35 PM 

;: .. :. - ' :·· ' 

. > ·; J·'' rn' especially . . . . . ... ' .. · . '. 
. (Taught:er) _:._ whose face I. know ·well .an:d whose 

·· li:f::etifne · app,oi'rit1Jlent .I arre?.nged for B;r-ett.;. · 
r ' ,., ' 1_' \- • > C • • ' < • 

. .·. . We welc.oJne Brett Is pare'nts' Martha . 
. and. fatl;ler'...::in-law, ·Nancy and .John :Es;tes. 

f .r; 

: ' '. ' . . . .., : ' ' .... ~- - . \ . 

. . J welcome ,the .. star of . Brett' E3. most 
. Marg9fet Mtpcphy Kavanaugh., · 
' mas h.e.r motherts good lo())<S; 
· tha·t do. µ6t last. too long. 



·f ,, 

' -,. ' . 

We·' re' honored this afternoon by the pr•es•enc~ of. ;~ustice Anthony 
Ke'nnedy who :hir~d Brett' as:: a law clerk\ffior;e than a·. deca.de ago< ' :He .... · 
now w.'elc:;om.es him as a fellow judge, And ·T,1rn :a1.so. pl:=ased tliaf ··M~r§, 
'K~nnedy i~{ w'ith us today. ,· Thanks, f QT c~mir,ig> · '· 
'" . . , : ; ., -·' ·-' ' ' ' ,. ,• 

. ··.. · .The.,Vice;".Pres,ident has jb~riecfus: Mr: >Vice Fresiden,t, ;wei.come: 
· .. Appreciate:A1/ ~\- Attorney Gern~ral Al. Gonzales 't'or·• b~ing· here,, :'And · · 
forrne~ •. Attbrne.y General John As•hcroft ;t§. with us,·• as,wel},, . I··o<want to 

·extend< a warm: ·wel.c:;ome to Biett' s nevr colleagues' on the D.,c,- Court of 
,; Appea'ls. 'I'.h;:J:rik you al~ for coming' "' , . >., ... , 

\ .,,.. "·, .,..,,, ,, . ' ' 

'the pqwer' to nominate judges is' one of,'the rnost, .. se•rfous 
respon~ib.flities the Cons ti tufion ·· give,s the··~Pre,sicJe~t': Our fgur:idercs, •· 

.. thoyght .careful:ly about the role theY .. wan:ted juogeB,to''play :i~ .the ··· 
Affi~rita.n 'ReplibJic. They decided on a court system. that". YJOuld .. be •free·· 
(bf pol·it'ical and,public\ pressu~e ·~ith j·udges who ~re prdden.~. in 

••', : exercisfhg judicial '!power and firm in' defending judicial 
.indep.~nd~nce: . ·. · · ·· ·· · · · · ·: · 

When· .a Presider;it chooses a, jugge, he~ owe.S .i.L to the Col"l$'titution. 
and to th~ CC)Un,tr:y t:q. chooi3e w;ith Cpre·;'' and I have done ;,;SO<i:n ·, · .. ' 

· choosipg'. Bi'ett :K\"l'Vi:rnaugh, . I chose Brett ·becaus.e· of.:the ,force oJ<~his' 
mind,>'his 'breadth ,of experience; and the. strength of his 'char:acter, . 

\ - -" .. ,·: .. , ' , " . !' '. "1'·. : :" . . . . . ·, ' :: .. ·-,.: ... ' 

I" \' 

. . . . .Brett gtew up in M~r,yland. In high school,· he di9tingui'~h~d 
· .. hlmself 'botJ{ 'inaCadernics 2ind .::~t1:,1etic's. He grad~at:E?c1 fJ:;;Om· Yale with, 

h9nors. ·.What: d,id' that· feel .like? ·· .(taughte;r. )>: He' stayed at: ):'ale to' · 
• ·~·' l.I '. , . ,·'.:·., - .•. •\'. '.- " . < . ' , ·( .' l . , ,, ." ,. ,'>: . . ;,· ' .' ., .'\ •; . ·, ... -. < 

ea;rn his' Taw degree. Brett .was an .editor of, the Ya}-e,.La\N Revie,w,·\ahd 
impr:essie.¢1 :a;ll ci.r:ound him with his ... rttastery· 'ol the law. and hi's strong " 
wot~ ethJ:\:::·•· .. ·· ' . ·· 

·Af{~rt'Yc:ile, h.e. emba,rked on ··i=l ·law career that has s¢~n~:ed .· ... 
j:udi,(;:{~1:--' 'qp .a career that. has' gpanned ,the judl'cia,i,: branch, ··:the 
executive br~n6h,, a0d. the priva'te ,$ecto;r .. · He clerk,ed {or Jud<fes · .. ··• 

.Walter St~plet6n and Alex Kozinski oh the· f:ed~ral apJ5~'11atec:;putt's,· 
, .. ;.2\.I)~ .. for Justice . Kennedy on the Supl:'~[(l~· COl,HL . f:I·e servecl in .the> 

'Sofidi tor 'General's . Office. and in tl}e Office of 'the <E[ldepender:it·· 
': Coµncil. ,, He ·wa~ ·a .pa:;rtrjer ;. in,,a: leading 'nationc:tl law f_i'im. · For:<' the 

, ' '·past .fi~~ ye:ar,s, he' has served .in the White House· as A~isociaA:'e ', 
c;6unsef., a senior Ass06iate Counsel; and a~ Stq:ff. S~ct~tar;y. 

. . . . . 

·Over. his 'C:arE;'i~~, he's' argued ca.ses be f~·:r,'e the Suprern.e· COµi\ ,,· 
. ,::i.ppellate,)court~, :and .trial courts .• : He has ,glven '.his time .• ar'ld.·talent ··· 
'to, provide 'legal i s~rvices for tho'se in. nee.d. l)e' s ea;che<:f a .·. '' i' 
.reputdtion ',for 'integrity and independence> Brett's. apilities and 
profes·si·ohalism .have been recognized by members of both political' 
partfe's. After' T nominated . Br.ett\ a.: blpart'i sari group' of, 'his law .. , 
scho'ol ~lassmate;; wrote a letter·of suppor:t sayil)g Brett woulcl br:j_ng 

.', credj;t to t::he,' d±stiD:gu,ishec:i c~urt t~ which he hC3,:S' b~eh ,nominated. 

,, 6/i /2006 ' 

... <!. 



. . 

.. .. Brett's ·nomination. :also ea:r;:nec:l the backing· of many leaders of' 
the Bar~ ;Lncl uding forme!r att,orrle'y · gener,als o( both. par.t;i_es : /j:\ncJ' in 

. ~hree sepa_Late ev;aluation~ l?Y the Am3xican~. Bax. Association', .al1 -42 
reviewers rat~d him as -well qualified or.qualified t6 serve on the 
f~deral ben;ch; · _.:• ·. · .· 

. .. ,:, 

·., iID the hisfory of the· D. c, cir.cuit, no judge I:-iaE3. underg.one a . 
more thor,bµgh and rigorous confirrnalion>process. >And all wft'o watched:. 
th'ip prdcess saw what J khow: Tha't< he Is a man of f airne,pS, humi)i ty,_ 
·and. a tevc:;rence · .. for the la,,~~ and the Cori$titu.tion of o.G.r c~un~ry ..... 

·· · . -Brett Ki;lvanaugh is one of th~ m~ny highly qualified men ~hd < 
women 1' ve nominated to the fe;defal c6tftts· .Th_ese nomin.ees coine f'rom' 
ajany' different. 1b?ckgrounds, a.nd. th~y bring. different expe.r;iences ·to ' 
the bench. •Yet they ··a11 have met the· s'ame high standards C)f legal · 
abil.ity,<temperament at1d judgment, ·I'll' cbntiriue to fulfi~l my<'. 
responsibility. to' nominate men apd wome1;i of. character 'an.cl 'integri.ty .. 
who administE~r the iaw and pot legi?late fr-om the bench. ·· Arid I call 
upqn tpe United Stat~s. Senate to'· meet its. responsibility t'o · g).ve · 
every. nomiheE~ a fair hearing arrd ,3·· 'timely up or c;lowp Vote< 

;,, : . 

. ' Wh~n. Brett .Ka:vanaugh ta:kes b.i·E:;: oath this·• aft~ri:ioor1, ·.he , 
' q;a.rry,on a fine fa~ilytradition~ . Hi,s motqer, Martha, wa9 ·a." public . 

scS.ool teacher. in' the District of .COlumbia ·and well.t onto sefve as a .. 
· pros~ecutor · aqd a.>state judge in Ma:tylaqq; · :Martha .•'inst~lled :<in~ her. 

s,on ·a pass.ion. for·. sei:-vi'ce . and raised• him to•be true to the ·mot'to of · 
his Jes.u~ t .. high sc:hool:. "Meri for->others." '• 

··,. ·T.h'rmighQut h.is life, Brett ha9 used hi~ many .,talents 'tc) serye 
others, and.today he wa1k·s a new path ot: service: to actministFr 
justiqe_ equa·lly, imps:i.rtially, without fepi'.or. favor;.,, Our· na;tfo·ri .~.s 

_f.0 rturiate th~l't ·Brett Kavanaugh ha,s ..c;i.ccepted these. Eesp~onsibili fies, 
a11d. I'm•.proud tb stanq w~tb ·Brett ... as he• takes his pl'3:·de as .a ·jud,ge on,'''.·· 

·the ·D. c. cfrc:u~ t Coµrt ·0:f Appeals. · And.: now I /c:rsk Jus't:ic.e,., Kennedy to ·"' 
administer the oath. ., 

·, \;· /:·-/· ·,l: .. · .,,,., .. ) _; . ~ 

.(The. oatb is·: administered.). 

MR' .. KA~;.NAUG~: . Mr. P.res":Lde~t, ·I· aIT\ h'onoted to have. ierv~d you 
· ··· .·. a'.l)d :tbe presiden.(:y. for the, last·.fiye~ahd-:a~hp.~f years· •.. · Ashley and .. { .. · 

·leave with _the' deepest. 9ratitude to· you and. to Mrs. Blish fOr the m~ny 
personal . courtesies ycrn've extended to us over the .,yea:r;s. , I depart . 
with the· g.reateE5t:'respe,(:t for.thk preside'ncy, and for ·.you. · . 

' '·, ' . - . ' , . . ., . ~ ' ' . ·-.: -·' . ' . .' ' '·' . (· - ' ; 

,, : · .. , I· carry with rne a weal th of s;xp~iiences that I will, ~ey~.r, ... 
forget, I es sons that· .. I will never discar.d; and . .friends who. 'J:·' ll never 

.Jose. s~r', tha0k. you for tpe privi+e'ge of wor)dng' here·, and fh9nk 
.you for trh,(3 honor. of ·nominating me ~o tqe Court; 

-'·,-, 
',.'· 

I also app;ceciate the oppoftuxl'ity .to h9ve ser;yed Snc:le~' th,e Vice< .. 

'6/J/2006 

• _1,, 



~
-- - - ,- - - -

' ., 

'.. • 1, 

:, ... ; .. ·. 

-··.; 
·4 



<an.cl:. I I ;lJ . do my 
h~s beert ~lac~d iw ~e: 

·~~d restra.lnt: 
I' 11 work to 
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