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THE WHITE HOUSE

3

July 15, 2001

The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate

Committee on the Judiciary
Washington, DC 20510 -~ . o

Dear Senafor Leahy:

I appreciate receiving your letter regarding the work of Dr. -
Diane Preston-Reilly of Challenger Films. Please be assured
that my staff has talked at length with Dr. Preston-Reilly about
her project. o

Thank you for writing.

Sincerely,
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o rﬁ/ ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH, CHAIRMAN
STROM THURMOND, SQUTH CAROLINA PATRICK J: LEAHY, VERMONT : , O ‘ -
- CHARLES E..GRASSLEY' IOWA » - EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS ; : :
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr., DELAWARE :
JON KYL, ARIZONA ) HERBERT KOHL, WISCONSIN o .
MIKE DEWINE, OHIO * DIANNE FEINSTEIN, CALIFORNIA : Qﬁnlt[ﬂ tatm Knatz
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA ’ RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD, WISCONSIN ~
SAM BROWNBACK, KANSAS . CHARLES E. SCHUMER, NEW YORK S

MITCH McCONNELL, KENTUCKY " RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS o COMMI'I'I'EE ON THE JUDICIARY
R . o MARIA CANTWELL, WASHINGTON - - - Lt
AWASHINGTON DC 20510—6275 i

SHARON PRrosT, Chief Counsel
' MAKAN DELRAHIM, Staff Director
BRuCE A. CoHEN, Democratic Chief Counsel and Staff Director

April 9, 2001

~ Mrs. Laura Bush
The White House ,
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Bush:
I received the enclosed letter about media violence from one of rri‘y':const'ituents I respectfully
refer it to you and ask that you please do with 1t as you see fit. Thank you for your time and
,con51derat10n -

Sincerely,

PATRICK LEAHY ~ ~  ° |
'UnitedState'sSenator Lt L g

PJL/grc ‘,

Enclosure




‘March 20, 2001

Sen Patncl( Leahy
. US Senate - Russell Ofﬁce Bulldmg
: ."Washlngton, DC 20510 .

o i""Dear Senator Leahy

- ITwould app'rec1ate your help in an issue I've been involved in for some time. It is the
matter of the television media and its negative effects on our youth by the type of -
programming offered. As you know, people have done a lot of talking about the

_recent school shootmgs, and not much more has been offered as a solution than more
gun control or greater security in the schools. Almost no one has mentioned:

. substituting the violent, anti-social icons youth have with the pos1t1ve msp1r1ng role o =
. ‘..~.'models young people desperately need ' ’

- Dr. D1ane Preston Re1lly has been in the process of steer1ng the Insp1ratronal Hour

,challenge to mainstream media for the sake of our youth. The plan, already set in:

- motion to help bring about this transition, includes the support and involvement of -

B such national pro-family organizations as Focus on the Famil (James Dobson),
Concerned Women for America, the Catholic Bishops Association, the National

. Political Black Womens Congress, the Parents Television Council and the Trad1t10nal SR

, Values Coal1tron I w1ll have her fax cop1es of these 1f you need
The main thrust of th1s campa1gn now is to get posmve programmmg for our natlcins

’ ~‘_jyouth spec1f1ca]ly téens, on network television. To this end, we are look1ng for a %5

‘woman of national recogmtron with a wholesome mother appeal imageto .~ g .

- ~accompany Dr. Reilly to meet with Mr. Rupert Murdoch. We decided on a womarn.,

who represents the best of motherhood because we are making an appeal to Murdoch

- on behalf of mothers in American who are concerrned about the fact that we can’t send
.- our kids to school in safe environments any more. Nec o less can we be assured_ that™: e
S they will be taught the Values that: will glve them the wmnmg edge in llfe '

- j___'Add1t10nally, s1nce hstemng to our new. Pres1dent talk about moral character in h1s 5.
.~ inaugural speech, it would seem especially f1tt1ng that people who are concerned

- about character would warit to support a national program on telev1S1on that would

- ‘?."‘f, ‘show our youth what character is all about ‘What Dr. Preston Rellly is domg is rlght B

o _in al1gnment w1th Pres1dent Bush’s call to Amerc1ans on thlS matter

o Qne of the programs in her ser1es, by the way, 1ncluded General ]ohn Shalxl(asthh Ll
- former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who thought enough of this issue to give - -

" his time to introduce this outstanding young man from the Naval. Academy Thisis. = .
, the kind of role models we should be presentrng to our nahons youth and yes they R




ho refuse to make th1s type of
ries. Thus, the Insplratxonal

I : ou to send Laura Bush wluch i
:f(,ﬁemphamzes what needs to be sald here Ifi yo check with Congressman Barrs office,

r thesakeof this 'naﬁohs_‘ibﬁfh;,‘ S A

ed to the Wthe House on the 13th of’f‘f :‘__:.. ‘
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' Dear Mrs Bush,.

- We, like many, are concerned about the dlrect correlatlon between what kldS watch on
television and how they replicate this in their own actions. A review of research

" literature conducted by our government under the last four admlmstratlons supports
'- th1s correlatlon

. One of constltuents alerted us to an effort to offset the negat1ve effects of TV :

- programming. Itis called the Inspirational Hour challenge. This effort is headed by
- Dr. Diane Preston-Reilly of Challenger Films. Hopefully, you have seen the material .
she sent you (through Congressman Barx’ s’ offlce) concerning her request to. speak -
w1th you on thlS effort. S : : :

‘ We would ask that you give this meetmg spec1a1 con31derat10n in view of what the :
- AMA is declaring as a nat10na1 emergency V101ence and the lack of character amongst o

L our youth
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