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· · Three P's in a Political Pod 
' By KarLZinsmeister ·. · 

. Politics ha~ three elements: p~rsonalities,; principl~s, andproC:ess. 6~ the 

, I 

personalities front, America is currently .in the midst'Of an Unusually lively and . . 
. healthy election season. Whatever'else may be said of today's stable of p're$idehtial .· 
.. racers} none of the'm are lacking in vigor orskjll. C9mpared to som'e of the snoozy, 
. dwarfish contests of th.e r~cerit'pa.st, 'we're i.:yitnessingstrong prizefights right now . 
. And in politics as elsewher~, stiff competition is the bes.t way to separate the worthy 
from the.not. · ·· · · · · · \ · · · · 

Voter turnout has rocketed up, this year, and m.uch of the public interest has 
centered on the personal charader,.ofcandidates. This is .a predictable response to 
Clintonism.and otherlate'warriings ofmoralrot.Havjhg long been. told by media 
smarty-pants that. mature voters should look at "pdl.ides" and not "personal life," 

· Am'ericans seem to be discovering that, actualiy, personal life Is pretty.darn 
importa'r1t. . · · · · · · · 

;,. 

As for~er White HoLJse speechwr.iterPegg'y·Noor:ian has writteni '~In a President, 
character is everything. A ~resident doesn't have.to be brilli130L;. He goesn~t have · · 
tp be clever; yqu can hire clever .... Butyoucari't.buy,courageahddecency; you 

·· ca.n't .r:ent a· strong moral sense. A Pr.esident must bring those thing~ with him.",··· 
''· . ''· . : , . ... . "·. ' .1·(·'.' ·, ' '. :..... . 

Itwa·s actu,ally N.oonan's boss who re-~stabli~hedthe prlmacy of character as a . 
presidential essential, ''RonaldReagan'represente,d the eQd ofthe rule Of the . · 
planners, the eggheads, the technocrats w.ho believed t.h.at the North.Vietnamese · 
could be beaten lfwe ran enough punchcards through the .Pentagon ~omputers," .. 

':riotes columnist James Uleks•. "He'didn'twin because he was: smarter than Carter.. •··• 
· He won because he was manlier.'; · 

.··.Reagan wasn't just a moral fore~; however. His,~mphasis on .ch~racter a~d virtt:Je · 
was combined with dogged devotiont6 sorne big, hard,very specific ideas arid · . . . ... 
principles. 'Reagan was. certain commUnisni )Nas .evil and unworkable an.d. would be · ·• · .. · 
dangerous unti.1. wrestled to the ground by free meri; ignoring elite r:nockery, he " •. · 
went for the pin. Reagan wanted a beefed up navy and a missile defense shield; he 
refused to take no for an answer;; Reaga·n viewed government regulations as · 
fretjuen£1y COUnterprodudiye; the page count ofneW rules shrar\k dramatically Ofl .. 
·his watch. Reagan believedtcip. tax rates shquldn'texceed 30percent; he dragged 
then;i down~ · · ·. ·. · · · .. · · · · · · · 

None of the cur~ent frontrunners have aspirations as concrete and focused as. these.· 
One' can tell McCain, Bush, Gore, a~d company badlywa·nt to be President; but they 

·give· little evidence of specific things they're ~ching to do qnce ir1 office. · · 

.. Ifyo~·'~e devoted to id.eas and principles, it.'s:hard not to ·b•e disappbinted in •. · . 
. ;! , , • .' ,• '· '• .' ·''·: · ' . I . ' . ' 

..... ,, 

r:' 

.· http://www.taemag.com(print V ~rsiol1Jprmt_article.~sp? artidel.D=l 7172 .. 5/8/2006. 

I ., 
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.• ·co~temporary. politiciansi With '.their refle~ive preferenceforsoft platitudes over.hard: . 
; propqsals, John Di.Julio, Micha.el Baro6e1 .a'nd Chri~topher Hitch eris (Who occupy ·· · 
rather different parts of the political; rainforest) allagree later in these pages that, 
"there a·r.e 110 substantive issu~s in this year!s.elec:tiori;" This illustrates a kind of3D 
consensus of dismay with modern; fotus-:group, forget-principle-just-feel-their-pain 
carnpaigning, . ·. ' . ' . . ' . . ,, ' ' . 

: ' . 
,.·. 

' oil theone ha~d, conservatives shouldri'.fb~ overly perturbed to see a politics grow 
.up thatis more supervisory and' tinkering than boldly activist. ln keeping with our ; 

··general interest in se·eing the state wither,aw~y/le.aving societal problem-solving to 
. other,,. less Jurassic iristitutions,instead,the disappea'rance of 12-point political · ·· 
·crusadesshouldn~tbe a matter bf\Nrenching sa(jness, · · ·. ·· · 

·.·on' the other.hand, w~ do ha~e. serious pfoble~s-like 'dreadful urban pub'lic schools, 
and •a Social Security system h~aded for bankruptcy in half a generation--::that can't 
be fixed without government action (even 'ifthejdeal.actidn is simply to back' the ·. · 

. state, out of the pictufe}: So it can be, painfyrt6 .watch today!s pusillanimity and · 
' •paralysis on the Potomac. Partlc:ularly f~1;Jstratlng is the .slavishly poll-based style of 
.. ·."leadership;' that ·Bill Clintoh h(ls oevelop.ed to .. a h.igh' arL · · · 

. . . ' . "'·. 

· Keep in niirid, most Americans ~either knoW no(cire.·much about politic~'.· Having 
· never Jived under a truly dysfu nc:tidna I system of governrhent,they'ta ke politi.cs·for' 
g~anted, focusing lhstead on other thing~ like _chiidren, fait,h.,, jobs, and "Who Wants 
to Be a Millionaire?''. Iri the January ?QOd Gallup· p'oll, only bne out of20 Americans 

· co~ld identify the· Speaker of the House: '(Eleven times asrrrany knew game sh,qw 
hos{ Regis Philbin.) In this environment, it's ~razy fo cower befqre public opiniOn. 

· Leade,rs have to create support on tough political questions, riot wait on it. , . .. 
.·l,: 

Thrb~gh his stubborn (to, Critics, Stupid} <;Jeybtiorl to a handful of bedrock poi'itical 
ideas, Reagan pulled the .country into. new agreein~nt on topksthatmany people 
previously didn't even know mattered. Reagan's.broken.,.re~ord. tutorings on small 

· g.overninent, individual freedom, and moralvir~ue-made po$sibl.e py his inner .. 
·.confidence, and h.is lack of cc:ire for the disapproval of fashionable elites_..:.all6wed 
him to ma.nufacture a consensus rather'thanjust fpllow it. ·. 

''c•, 

Sonie political commentators are saying thewi~d's have shifted against any · . . 
recurre'nce of this triumph. :'The cohserVative ·movement, Whi~h accomplished great . 
things ·over the past quarter century,Is finished," vvr'ote Bill Kristo! recently in the . 
Washington Post. · . · .· · · · 

I don't see that atall. On topic$. like abortion, race preferehces, missile defense,. 
.: 'taxes~ and crime, there's not a dime's worth of difference J)etween the positions '' 
·.·taken by R<?riald Reagan ~rnd the.positions taken by foday;s Republicans George W. " .· 

Bush aiid John M~Cain. And on front:-:and~center:topics like edt.Jcation reform, Social 
Security, fixes.for Medicare, and the role ofreligion in ·solving social problems, 'both 
Bush and McC,ain are now positidneclto the right ofthe strongest positions Reagan 
ever to.ck. Reagan. never dared breat.he a word· of sUpportJor partial privc;itizatio·n of . 
S.odal Security., education vouchers, federai, fundiflg fotreligious charities, or . · .. 

. market.,.based cashouts of Medfcare. Public receptivit\;tothese conservative mega-
··. ~~forms was simply not yet rii:ie:.Toda:Y; 'the nati.on's thinking has evolved to the 

ppint where those sorts of prop·osals are Bush and McCain.standbys. If having its 
-·~j : '. 

- ·~ ' 

., ... ', 

http://www:ta~ma~.com/printVersioil/print_article.asp?arti'clelD=i7l72 5/8/2006 ' ' ' ' . 
·.·· . . .· '. . . ·' . . .. . ··.,,. :· ',. . 
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r'eforms become mundanely' m'ainstream mea'ns·the, conservative movementis· .• 
' '•'finished, well; we're all forthat. '; ' : '' ' ' ,•',, ' ' ' 

Along with pe~sonalitic;;s '.a~d· ideas, thethi'rdimportant element in politics is the. . 
, <Political proces,s itself. Joh·n McCain·lsjust the Jatest cand,idate to make hay on the 

)dea that our current system is broken'arjtj in need offixing. ' ' ' ' 
, .. ,.-.· .. · ' ··-.. ' ' ,· . ·.' '. ': . :,. . . 

·" 

, Ce,rtainly t~ere are things that"warit cqrrectiqn. In hi? troubling article ·On pageA2, 
.• TAEsenior editor.ScottW.~lter<sketches·on.e.electoral corruption in.drastic need of· 

' . repair. (Intere!)tingly, George W., Bushhas bee.ii much braver'.on the problem in, · 
, ... question than, John McC~in, Wh.ile Al Cibre is an actively harmful force.) And a' rather 

. " ·· rotteh reason explains why this particular dp)n dur ·i:femocracy ha.s gone as far as it 
. '.has::The benefiCiaries of the sc'9m are'.lawyers (who 'make .up rnorethari four out of 
' teq members qfCongre·ss). · · · · · · · 

• '; ', ·~j. '\· 

:··, s'hortly afteri~ was .report;~d·a'touple years'~go fhat att9rrieys are something like· .. 
12,,times as prevalent ih Washington as in the. rest 'ofcountry; ajokewent ~round 

· .,,about how the National Institut~s of Health w'ere starting to use· lawyers instead of 
:' 'whrte ratsihtheir lab experiments~ Fp'r: three.reasons.: Because there are rnore 

,.'_' 

.. Jawyersthan.white rats. Because there aresome'things ev~n rats won't do .. And 
···. j •.because scient.ists sometirri.es grow attached io the rats. ' ' · 

·, -.. 

.·:' : .>," .• · . :. ... 

· Tappin'g into' America's·dlstinctlyfoqlentlsh vjeyv 9f Washlngt,on generally~ John . 
. ··McCain ha.~ been"de'i:laiming loudly against ''.money in politic:s/' This pad of his .... 
. njessag~, ~nf:ortunately, ·is just shpwb.oating: Tota.I spending on all .Campaigns for · ··' 

federal office by .all tandidates,(m~jor an,.d .minor}~.induding independE;!nt 
•' 'expenditures by unions and trade groups, all party:payouts, all convention costs, ·' 
''dc-:~tame to.$LS billicmthe. la.st·time ,we elected both a· congress and a Presiden,t 

(1996). Meanwhile/ that same year, Ao:lericans spent $Z.o: billion on chewing gum, 
·. $2{5 billion on other kinds of candy, $2.i b'iflion on bowllngJees, $27 .8 billion on 
· .. · · cigar,1~ttes, $13. 9 billion on moyies, $4.6 bi1U9non pota~o· chips, .$12.8 billion on.· 

· athlebc shoes, $9l. 7 billion for alcoholic beV,erages,)rnd $3.S billion on coi'h::-: .'' · 
. opera;ted pinb.a.l·I cirid video garn.es. :we.are a ~igJHncome 'nation, of273 million 

. , 'people. Spending a third .c)f wha'twesh¢11.ou't. annually fo(:potafo chips in order' to. 
sort and select our natiohaJ tepresentatiyes l{some kihd .of scandal? I don't think· 

. . . i . 

so.·· , 
• .. -, " 

·.Nor are horrible fatc;ats buying e'1e,ctJ¢n?. George v\.( Bush, c;ollect~d his current w.~r. 
c::Hest from 173,000 different dpnors giving an average of $335 each. That sounds to'·., 
me liJ<e democr,acy,·not corruption. ' '' ' 

" 

Tn ah:era when Wash\~gt~n i.s :iri~rea'singly dictating h~w Americans c~n use their 
land/ educate their ;ChJldren,r_un)heir businesses; and. SO forth~ 'it's ridiculous to, · 

: .. complain about, people givin'g reasonable sums,to.candtcJates who representtheir 
, interests. This is legitimate political action, and quite unavoidable uni'ess you're 

going to muzzle.free' expre5sion,·IfJdhn. McCain/:Russ Feingold/and .other alarmists. 
on.this subjectreally wan'fto get money oufof our politics, they should first get ' 
politic:ians o.ut of our money, Until the feds stOp interfering in so many aspects of .... 
our economy and comm1/nity life,· energetfc~efensive efforts to· influence D.C. 
decisionmaking will be inevitable. · . ·' ' · . 

..'.· . 

.. . ,·,· 

.,,· .· 

. ' ' . . . -,, 

.. F' 
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'Thatis the kind or'¢bickeri.:,versu~-egg r~·a1nythatrio one expects a liberal Democrat 
(who would be, unwilling to shrink·governme'nfs reach in 13ny case) to understan9: ' 

.. But.we expect better qf "conservative:-to-hiicjstr:eam Repub)icans." 
:.:· ' '' '. . : '~· ' •• ·,. ·. ·., .. \.. '1 . . ' .. · . ·,:· -~. , .' . :. ' ·. ·;, '. . . , 
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The meaning an.ci worth of 16ve .. ;is thatitJor2es us ... to ci~knowledge for .another 
the same absolute s'ignificance which/ 'because of the<po'wer of egoism, we are 

•.. conscious o{only in oar own selves.;;·.· ... ,•'' .' .. · ... , ... , ' 
. . .· ". . . .. " . ' ·< ... ··.·<.·. ' ·? ,:: 

i'. · .· _:Vl9dimir Solovyo~ . 

· .·Jh~ve an a'cquain.tance, about my age, whb had a j6b selling cars:.locally. His 
daughters are close friends of my sev.en-ye,ar:.o.ld. Let's call: him Key in.· 

' ~ 

.. :There .was ho violence in ·Kevin's ma/riag~·, no .drinking or drugs. Husband and wife. 
are both pleasant pe,ople. But a couple months ago it became known. that.Kevin had. 

: become involved with a Wc:imanaboi;Jt 1s·:ye·ars younger who worked as a secretary 
. at his dealership. Kevin and his w.ife were in crisis, Jn schpol, their girls were 
.describing sad scenes cit home'. Fri.ends and associates.expressed c:oncern. . , . . ' . ' . ' ,, 

' But so~e peopl~ expressed~ore• co~Cern:th'an_others. The le'aders of their church·. 
didn't fotervene; even though the girls are enrol.led in the parish's Catholic school, 
where this trouble is well known (and ·overflowing into. othe~ families' lives. through 
the children) .. Kevin's employer, however, did ,get involved. The owners of the 
dealership are a close, old local.family with young grade school' children. of their 

. own. They know Kevin's wife, who is wiliing to fake him back. Tqey.offered to· give 
' .~evin time off from work so the.two· of ttiem could work.their problems through. ' 

They offered to pay for them· to take a trip togethe,r. They .9ffered him money for . 
co·unseling. They told Kevi.n that saving his marriage was worth it, and important to 
them as his employer .. ' ' 

. And whenKevin refused their offe,rs or°help;!they fired him: Arid the secretary he . 
was consorting with. They to.ntested his application for unemployment benefits on 

.··the groundsthaf' he hadn't been .laid off but.rather dismissed for refusin.g to follow 
company standards of per~onal conduc't, And. in our smalltown, I'd say there's a 
pretty goo~ chance they Let other potential employers·know what they thought 
about' the man. . ' .. ' '..... . .'· . '' . ' 

.. ·:· '·~' '.: . i 

' If more of ou'r cor:nmunityjnstitut'ions reacted to individual marital breakdowns like ' 
the employer l'v.e described above (and fewer like the. do.:nothin·g church},our · 

.. nation.al rates.of tnaritaLcollapse would sur_ely be IE!SS shameful. William Bennett has 
·. writte'n:that ·"civilization needs cultural guardrails, cert,a'in reliable standards ·of.right 
~nd wrong that may not be enforceable; in law buf m'ust IJe en~orc,E!ablethrough · 

·~· conscience>and consensus." Defending marriage and maintaining guardraiis around' . 
the family is just such an undertaking~ It is.hot so much a task for politics .or'law as 

· · . a. responsibility 'of each of u~· in our roles.as neighbors, employers, pastors, and local 
compatriots. · · , 

.. ' ··.. . . .· .. · . -· . : . :'' ,;. ··:., ·, .. 
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I.f we took this responsibility seriously, many g~ave problems could be averted. For 
· today's flood of marital ·collapse is distributing grE:afwretkages of human hurt, 

childhood trauma, and social and economic da,mage acress American society (see. 
pp. 3.9-;44 ): And there is nothing' inevitable aboutthis. Other industrial nations have.·· 
divorce. leyels only about half purs. (A:side"by-.side comparison is printed in ' . 
Indicators.) · 

Marria,geis the cornerstone upon which r:nost of the rest of our social .order rests. A 
.man and, woman linked In a lifelong childrearing union are the original 

· microcomrnunity--:the building block of all bro.aderforms·of_trust, cooper9tion,.ahd · 
. j:frodµctivity. So long as t~ese basic ~ollabora'tions remc:iin asweak as they are in 

• pres,ent'.:day Amedca.1 all other forJ'.)'ls of community will be shaky, and social. · 
· · problems will be ram pa pt. · .. · ·· · · · 

That's why marri'age reclamatibn must preced~ other forms of so~i'etal reform. A· , . 
. practical example: I have several dedjcated{rie.hds who areccurrentlydevoting r:nuch ··• 
time _and energy to ari: attempfto build up ,a "fatherhood" moyement. · 
Jatherlessness, they say,js Arnerica;s most impbrtant S()Cial problem. 

,<',.', 

. Goodness knows this country needs more me'n who put: their responsibilities to their 
. c;:hirdren ahead of their own selfish desires. Bl.Jt as l told these individuals when a :. · 
. smallgroup ·of l,lS gathered a few years agoJo lauhch some fatherhood-:supporting 

. ·· · .·. organizations, I believe tal~ing about fath'erhood -off on its own is not likely to 
· '"' influence dailybehavlor mL1ch. For"most.rT1en, fatherhood is part ofa package deaf'7 ... · 

·a •'wife; the kids, a serious attitt,ideJoward career and eamings, a settled, disciplined, · · 

. ,· .. "'\: 

and responsible.role ihthe C:ommunJty. . ·· · 

, Atsome point in early adulthood~ mosrmaies tracie'the irrespon'sible freedoms ·Of , 
the "bachelor lifestyle'' for the deeper,' subtler·satisfactions that spring frOm J>eing 
the progenitor of a household and a capable contriputor to society. Under the best·· 
circumstances, l:>ecoming a father is the crowning eveht'ofthetransition from a 

· •inatural" male state (where basic appetites and' instincts dominate) tothe civilized 
male.role (wherethese crude impulses areproductivelysublimated into a.quest for 
socia.1 h'bnor). But fatherhoOd is Usu.ally only the· "clincher" in' the transition from 

··.•. maleto man; for mostmen it is notthe main bait. The firstand foremost'incentive. · 
'' . .' . ., ' ·. . . ·. _. 

'is a woman.· 

.·· Lots. ofthings go int~ the civilizing.of m~n, including religious experience, the .. ·. 
gradual absorption of s6cial codes a9d etl')ical standards,. dJ,sciplinings from older or 
more p'owerful men, and a re-.channeling of innateaggressfori int,0 structured . . 
.competition. But the biggest single influeri,c.e that makes most ,men' grow up and join 
.theworld is the desire to ,wih ,and keep a good lifeniate. Hunger for a strong mental;·· 

,' emotional, and sexual partnership ... is the .. main force creating the 'good husband, 
.:go()d father, good employee, and. gopq Citiz~n. · 

In a world where marriages are falli~g apart, desirabl.e. ·mar~ qualities like.'disciplined · . 
· .· · '· wor:k, mentoring. ofchildren> ancl responsible C:itlzenship wil(also go into decline .. 

And attempts to fix th9se setopdary breakdowns 'without.first fixing the marriages ·. 
will.be very inefficient~ That isn't'just niy opinion. took at the social evidence: the 

-:number of fathers who stay heavily involved with their chllc:lren after the father's 
relationship with the mother has cru'm.bled is very ~mall~maybe 5 to 20 percent 

· http ://www.ta~mag;com/print Version/p:rinC~rtiCie.asp?articleID=l 6340 5/25/2006 
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based·on ther~search I've studied. 

In othe~ word~: no solid marriage, no good family man. (The sidebar on page 46 
discusses this in nior~ detail.) Even men who've been soljd soldiers for years can 

. quickly revert to puerile behavior and the eerie lackawarina of adolescence once 
their loyalty to a 'wife crumbles. Which brings us back to .the "package deaL" The 
only reliable way to closely integrate 'most m,en with children, hard work, and 
dependability, is to get them settled.into a stable, satisfying, lifelong pair bond.·· 
Marriage,. It'.s the keystone. · · ·· · 

. .. ~ . . ' . , '· ' . . ' 

So·, reviving .marriage (and discouraging 'divorce) is important. How to do it? The 
·· firstthing to acknowledge is that marriage .is not always an easy or natural state; As 
•·Barbara Dafoe Whitehead suggests in our.lead essay, every married couple has to 

wrangle with the sharp biological differenc:;es betwee.n men and women. The.re's a lot -
~o work Out; . . ,. . , - . 

Traditionally,. women have used marriage to govern male sexuality, gaining in the 
process some security and protection ,during theithighly vulnerable period of ' .··,· .. 
childrearing. The fact that feminists.are among today's leading critics of enduring 

- marriage would astonish women ofother-tirnes and places. "A wornan in favOr of 
divorce is like a turkey in favor;of Christmas," as an Irishwoman once put it-,-an · 
analogy.wh,ose general truth has recently·b~en porne out bydata showing that easy 
divorce is one of today's leading)mpoverishers .of women .. 

Another cautionary aboufmarriage;isthat, even u,nder the bes~ of circu~stances, no -
lifelong partnership can be thrilling all the time. Once they come down.to ecirth after 
their initial romance, many niarried couples struggle, worrying that their Jove has 

·dissipated along with their ecstatic feel.ings. · 

Perhapsyou've heard th.e story·aboutthe teacher who was quizzing his studentso.n 
voca't:>ulary. He was reading words out and the children were shouting back the 
definitions .. "Mdnofony," he enuriciated·part way through. '"Having only one wife or 
husband,'' carne the answer. · · ' · -- · · 

. - 'Both the "boredom" problem and the "clashingFsexes" problems intrinsic to· marriage 
are captured in one'of my favorite country music songs. It's titled: "My Wife Ran Off 
With My Best Friend. And I Sure Do Miss Him." · -

·without question, the lay$ thattakes the forh"Lof af-i intoxicating fever between man. 
and woman is .perishable. But real marital love is what gbes on .after the intoxicatiOn 
is gone. "Love 'is a decisiori; not a foeling, a choice tO befriend someone for lifo 
rathe.r than just use them~" says essayist Joe Breighner, The fickleness of love is, in 
fact, one of the main reasons marriage is needed. Asa woman l know says, 
"marriage is what keeps 'you together until you tallin i'ove again." -. 

Mar~iageis a'-compli,catedcultural invention that requires Upkeep. That vital practical 
'work js exactly what Mike McManus<focuses on in our second feature article. 
McManus is himself one of t,he founc:Jers of them-arriage-saving _movement-a 
grassroots mobilization that has dempnstrated dra,m;:itic successe? in combating the 
contemporary drift .. toward 'disposable marriage.Amazingly few of the couples who 
end up in divorce court hav,e:tried -any mediatio_n:or counseling. One of today's most 

http://www.t~~mag.com/printVersionlprinCarticle.'1sp?arti~leID=16340 .· 512512006 
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· 'vita.I social missions isto. int~oduce more Americans to the simple programs, 
. organizat,ions, and ideas discussed on pa·g.es 28~34 ofthis magazine, They are 

'e,ffecti.ve, and we as a people padly needthis• particular sa,lve. 
. . . - ' . .. . 

OfC:our~e, even proven therapi.~s ~ill fail ifth~re. isno will t'() change. Though most 
· ·Americans have been sobered by the bitter fallout of various 1960s.liberationisms, 

there is still. a significant group~qispr:oportio.nately influential in the media and. 
among "experts" on college campUses2Who may deny the very premisethatJifelong 

·····marriage is desirable, ·and divorce to be discouraged as much as possible; 
' .. -~ 

Even among America's sensible middle class, there. is a"'tendencyto think of our 
"broken family problem'' and the obviously poor upbringing of many of today's 
children as being mosti'y a fuhction of illegitlmacy in inner cities rather than divorce 

. ,in suburbs. When Dan Quayle revisited his. famous Murphy Brown speech about 
family breakdown two ye'arsago, he)said h,e hadn't meant to ·include children of .· 
divorce in his warning. Well, he ought to have, WhileIHegitimacy probably is tdday's 
most threatening family dysfunction, divorce is in much the same league iri'terms of 

... .· .. the frequency and severity with wh,ich ihiffec,ts children: Both prdblemsannually . 
. . . drive, more than.·a million cl:)ildreninto single-parent families. Both increase .child 

· poverty. Both ca'use serious behayioral p·rob\erhs. ··· • •'· ··. ·. ·. · . 

But let'.s tr.eat this as a~qpen:question for the mo~ent. Could it be, as some would 
have us believe, that the withering of marriage isno big d'eal? Perhaps a rich, 

'modern society doesntneed lifelong «:c.mmitrnent the way simpler dnes did .. 

. ··• On~ problem with this View is the histortc'alrecord. History suggests marriage is .the 
•·.oldest and probably most indispensable of all human institutions. It varies in name, 

and sometimes in detail, but as· ahthropologist David Gilmore says,, "afl societies 
have marriage--,-there are none·'that donot~" Ar;id the reasori !s simple: rnc:irriage 
regulates s~x. And sex, as everyone knows, is human'ity's original ·impulse. · 

-· ' ,. . . . ' .. ' . - . . - . ,_.· . 

Of course oyer the last generation, atterrlpts t() regulate sex 'have .had all the 
·· popularity of a good nosebleed. In a book looking back athis experiences as a 

J960s radical, Peter Collier 'illustrates the contempt his colleagues felt toward 
marriage; "Two ofmy Movement comrades.decided to get niarried;" he writes. 
''After a ceremony filled with gibberish .abou't IJberatiori ancfthe Third World, there 
was a reception, featuring a large weddingcakefrostedwith.the slogan: Smash 
Mp no.gamy." Needl.ess to say, that marriage didn't last long. ·. ·. 

Bill Ben.nett tel ls a Story of two of his.students who .niarri~d back,when he was a •. · . 
prnfess·or. They too spouted lines about how they weren't going to owri each oth~r, . 

•. yvould have an open marriage, didn't believe in sexual slavery,· and so forth. For his 
weqding present, Ben.nett gave them 'paper.·plat¢s:·. . .. 

. . • :1. :_:,·.. . ' ' 

like it or not, monqgamyis fundamental to any .equit~ble society~ A world without 
marital boundaries is a ruthl~ssfy every.,..m~n-for-himself place, as author George .. 
~ilderexplains: ·· · · 

. Monogamy is egalitarianism in the real'm of love. lt is a rl'lode of 
rationing. It means-'-:::to put it crude.ly:-"one to a customer. Competition 1is· 
intense e~ough eVen _so, because of,the sexi.Jal•in.equaJity:,of h4man . 

·,·,, 
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beings.'But under a reg(me ofmonogamy.there are llmits. One may 
covet one's neighbor's Wife or husband, one 111ay harbor fantasies of 
teeny':"boppers, but one generally does not act on one's lu_sts. One does 
not abandon :one's own wife when :she grows older to take a woman who 

. would otherwise 'go to a younger man.,_One does not raid the marriages 
of others. Thus a balanc~ is rhairit,(3ined, and eath generation gets its 
<:m!y true sexual rig.hts: the right toa wife or husbandand the right to 
participate, in the futur_e ofthe rac~ ,thrqugh children. . 

.. > 

This "is not aruthless'lysfrict system,;; Gilder notes; Some small number of divorces.-. -
are inevitabl~. But he warns that '1the essential rules are necessary to a just and · 

·.democratic society. A breakdownin the sex.ual order wil.1 brihg social ills and 
injustices far more'-gri¢vcius than the usw~I id;equalities of money and p9wer. II 

·,/·· 

• fh\~re ha~e b~en: utopian exp~i"if11ents in sex1J(31Jreed'~mthroughout human history, 
with results ranging from, painful failure to expfosive collapse. From the Oneida .. ·· 

· Commu'nity (which practiced a complexcomniunal marriage.in mid-1800s New - · ·· 
York) to the early twentieth-century Isra.eli kibbutzni~s (who were deliberately · 
promiscuous out of antipathy for the bqu'rgeois f~HDily), the verdict has been. 
consistent: societies lacking expectations of sexual fidel'ity. are quickly split by 
dangerous rivalries and divisions~ o'n the kibbutz, for instance,· extra::.marital 
sexuality quickly proved so unsettling, and destructive to the community that it had 
to be squelched. Adultery.was seyerely censured an¢ subsequently beta me quite ... · 
rar.e, Adolescent and other non.,marital sex was also soon discouraged on the 

. kibbutz. (Oqr a'rhcle beginning on page 52 has more. on th.e kibbut:Z:niks and 
· · .. Oneida.ns, in other contexts'.) ·• ·· · · ' · 

'The pr:eference for monogamy ,thus seems to be a'kind of Ir()n Rule of huma'n 
culture. Ev~n·irrtoda'(s hyper..:.liberated Anierica, the instinct retains a powerful grip 
on' us: )he.da_tarn Indicators show thatthe-proportion of married, people having 
sexualrelations beyond the marital boun,d~ry is' only a few percent a year . 

. t . ::·· . ·, • . . 

. ;~: 

Iftha,t comes, as a ·surpris~, it's b.ecause.the national imag~s prqjeded by Hollywood · 
are sci contrary.The danger ofeourse is thatthisimag.ery becomes self-fulfilliog. 

·.Cultural portrayals ofma_rr_ied life do matter: M'argaret. Mead a.nee observed that no · · 
society exists anywhere in the world in ·which'peqple stay married without enorr:nous ·. 
comm.unity encouragement and pressure td :do ?O~ In ;every human system therewiU 
he sbciOpaths., and deadbeats~ and just plain selfish folks, and society must have . · · 
ways of holding those, indiyiduals accOuntaqle for their bounced check,s,- discarded 

.··obligations and abandoned ·family members. As tv;iichael,Medved notes in' his 
wonderful essay on page 47, there are wultiple stakeholders in every marriage""'."""', 

... in~luding the other spa.use, his or he,r family, and sometimes c::liildren~so deserting . 
.. ·· one's vows is more than jl.Jst a·priVafe'matt~r. · · ·· · · · ' 

·:.".· " " . . .· ., .... ' . . . . ·,. ., .:·.·: ·. ' ' .. · . . .· . ' .. ·. .·. . . . . .· 

Forth is reason, the ai,mofsociety and cfvil law has traditionally been to protect 
·marriage~ Un'til recently', that is. Today, our family laws and informal culture wprk to 
ease marital dissolution ratherthan discourage it. The co.nsequences are, often pit'ifUI 

.. tg behold. · · · · · 
,. :~ .. · 

Tak~, fo~ instance, the newlyweds behinc;! that "Sm~sh Monogamy" cake. They 
~y~ntually gay·e up playinQ Comrade H.o.usemate .and went their separate w.ays. We .· ·· · 
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Jnay hope they. learned ~omething useful f~om .thei~· ~r~ck-lJP and are now at peace·. ·· .. · 
But unfortunately their recklessness touched lives 6therthan their own. You see, 
this throwaway marriage left ''In its rubble; a pair 9f patt1eticchil&en." Collier . 

·reports h.e sfrJI sees them occasionally, "walkirig.afound Berkeley looking like the 
su·rvivors ofan airplane disaster." . 

.. The longstanding essence .of legal marriage ha.s been to provide security for. . . 
. children-to "fix the obligation" toward such offspr.ing as may ·resuft from a sexual 
·.union. Our current generation hasjunked this traditiOnal understanding, ar:id th~ 

· .. result i~ that,as William Raspberry says, "our children are 1.ess hcippy, less healthy 
and lesssecurethan we were,'' ' ' ' ' 

. - .. _. That's a scandal. ~t's our own fault. And· it can be fixed .. 
-·,•' 

. THE AMERicAN ENTERPRISE, MAY/JUNE 1996: 

· Publish$.d in ltTak~sa Marriage May/June 199.6 lsslJ~ 

- .· . . '. . . ' 

Thisinformation was found online at: · . . . . . ·. . . .... . .. 
. http://www.taemag.com/issues/articleid.16340/article_det<;lil.a$p .. 

·:~ . :_ . ·'.. . . . - .. '. . .. . . . •' - ,-:·.~: ' . 

',•C ·' 

:.1} 

·· http://www ;taerilag;ccmVprint Version/print_article: asp ?artfoleID;;,,16340. 
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b~erth~ last.geneFation, many. historta:ns, pqlftkiabs; apdjour.nalistsha~e labored 
to dciwnplay·tffe significance o(religi()n In:rnaking·A'r)i'erican $ociety wh.at it is. That's " · 
noteasiJy accomplished, though. There's.}usffoo"much concrete:evidence of the.··.· .. · ...... ·. 

. . importar:ice ofourreligi9usroot5. .. · · · · ·· · 

. NearlYhalf th.emen ~h~· sign.~d the(b~cl~aration'.ofind.~pendence had some· 
se'mi'nary trainirig,and .)9hn Adar;ns,'sdes.crip,ti.on :oft~e ~merican Revolution was .. 

. thatit:~conn~cted, .in orie indissoluble bond;t,he Principles ·Of civil governmentwith 
the ·principles ofChristiariity;''·Ir;r their marvE;!IOus. story starting on page 20 (quilt on 

'a .year of research) Micoael .andJana Nqvak'debunktoday's ,conVentioncil portrayal 
. of Gt:!orge Washington as ·a man, influenced 'mig.htilyqy: Greek anq Roman paganism 

but not much.touched by· Christian ide~Js. To the c:ontrary, t.hey· report, 
\Nashington's Christianity was criticaf to hisf;:ithering Of,jour nation. . . 

. ·. ' '' '· .. David Gelernter looks at different historical eViden~e and finds that America is . ' · .. · 
'';'deeply stamped with the Judeo ... C:hristian id~as and practices first brought to this ! .· ' ' 

' continent by Puritan settlers~ .. Stepp!ng.;;back even 'further in Western history I ·' 

.. · profes:sor Rodney Stark concludes that Christian principles were decLsi\/e in allowing 
' Europeans tovaulto1,JtOf the staticm,iserythat most humans had to cope with' 
'through the centu·ries .. Notjust tomp~ssjon, moral equaUty, 'and qemocracy, but .. · 
•·even s.eerningly secularinnovatior:ls'like liberty,Hmited·ghvernment, and science ... · 
· 0.ere products primarily of:C:hris,tianinsights. And·thes.~ religious·understandings 
. f:hade Western civilization more successful and more humane than other sodeties. 

r •' ,·'.··.,_ 

....•. This Iss·u~ of The A;,,erican Ente'rprise dqes0'f cbncernitself with all of the ways .. 
. , ··. ' Judeo.,:Christianity has influenced u~, but focuses specifically 011 tiow religion creates , 

sociaJl:)onds,-h.oW·it,kHits people aiid communities together: The common view .·· · 
among iiberal·.intellectuals' today isthet,religion .. is something that divides people, a 

·, .. , ·, 

.. ·. ,:. 

. '~wedge," a .forte that corrodesunity~ Everything,from today's "culture wars" to the 
recent. marauding bf disaffected Muslims thro'ugh European'cities is blamed vaguely , .. , 
on·"too much religion.". · ·· · • .. 1 .•• , · 

' ·I" ' • ' . ~· . ' , . , . . ., ;, , . , :~< ' 

That is a crudereductiOn of the.ac;tual effects·of.religious belief on most people. It.'s 
·· trye thatreligion is a potent infl.uence on al.laspects of a civilization.; "The beginning 

of culture is cult," reminds Michael Novak .. Often, religious views have soaked so · 
. deeply' into the socialfabric that most,dtiz'ens a're no longer even conscious of them, 
·' even as their culture continues to be shaped~b.y.echoes dfJaith. · 

• ... ' : : ,-, ' ' I: ' • . '. . . ; . ' . ' , . . • . • ·~., -·' 
~-r I~ 

In particula.r; itisthe religious in\pulse fhat riiak~•s typic~(me~ and ~.omen.capable 
'of concern for their fellows. fhe'v~rdict of history, says l'Jovak, is that "apart fro~ 
the worship of~od, human beings cannot'traq~cend therhselv.E;!s in the large num"' 
bers needed tO sustain a civilization. l.JnJe# human beings have a. vision of . 

. . s9methin:g beyond the bou.nd~ of their own natures, they cannot be pulled oufof 
; , . ·, ' ' . ,,, '" ·.·, ... - :; .~. ,'1". •. ,· . . . .,.:·!· ·. ·,, ._: .. . . 

! c"• 
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: themselves)'· 

1m~;rica' nasa r{th,er 9n·~ mor~.varied tr~idiHon.ofreH~Lous Co~rnunity-·m:~kingthan ·.· 
., any other 'country on (:arth. 'The Puritan~, Qqa~e,rs, catAolics, and other persecuted 
··b~Hevers whoflrstaqived on the.S,e·shores <;:ame,specificall,yto .. set up faithful·. · · 
societies denied to them .elsewhere. Anabaptists, Shakers, Jews, Moravians, and ... 

;• . many others.fallowed them ~cross the' OC~«;ln SO they COUid 'cohere With other .. , 
worshippers in congregations, neighbprhoods, ~ndtowns; Then there were rafts. of .. 

. . homegrow~·· reli9/ous. cc{mmuniti.es: pioneer~Me.thp(jists1 .Chri~tian.Sci~~tist~, th.e •. :. 
Oneida Mov~ment; Seventh-Day Ad\,lentis.ts, Jehovah's. Witnesses, Lubavitct;iers, · .. 
Latter-,Day.Saints.; i3nd rria.ny,bthers. · .'.':>.'. , ... · . 'i ·; 

... 'R~ligi9us communiiie~ inth~U;~· are .~ot)Gs.Jsome historit~I re~;n:ant. Mormon.s;:\ . ' 
· ,, Cbaoad,niks, var,.ious p..nabaptists, .orthodox C:<:ltholic.s1 .and brnad spec;Jn:ims of • . . .. 

.. . evang'elical Protestants.: are burgeoning in nurnb~r and' prosperi;n·g within ·c1ose-knft,. 
home places sprir1kle(jfr6m'Ne.w York:City.to'Nas~ville; Wh~aton, I Iii nots to Moscow, 
Idaho; (3ranCJ ·Rapid~, 'Michigan 'to. Wacg, Te:>,<a·s. Th er~· cfre;entire cities ·in this •• · ·. ··.·.·.· . ·• ' 

... c;ountry-:-as different as ·Provo, 'Utah and Kiryas 'Joel in<upstate.New;Vork:-cthatare, .· 
built on religious frater.nity. Informal groupings of.believers lean on. their·fellow," . 

·.saintsin towns likeSanta Pauia1 California(profiled:or1.page33), insi9e huridreds of 
r megi3churches in a range of U.S. lotaliti.es (page 28),.and · e\teh in' brand new com..:.:. 

•• muriiti'es bUilfaround .a religious core~.like,Ave<Maria, ndw being :co.nstructed·gn. . .. , 
F!Orida's prosperous Gulf Goa st>. · · .·. 

1 
" •:. :. ·.· ·. · · ·· 

.·• Religfou~:cbrnriiqnfties .~ontfri'u~'to, ~tt'~act·~~op!~ betauseth:~Y funttiondifferently1 . 

: ancj feel quit~ d!stinctfr6m other places. Ip' a stcitis.tics::-lad.en paper given· a'fthe. . 
·American ·EnterpriseJns~itute, MlTecono.mistJonathan'Grub.er recently pres~nted · 

.. . ·some pip.neering documentation 'of this.:· People who; reside near co-religionists n.ot' 
only partkipat~ i'n Worship at'a'higher rate than rnor~ Tsolat'ed,:;,believers Ccis you '.' , 
. might expect), but als.o conduct therf1selves: differeritly in qthef"ways. Being , , 

.. s'urro.unded by a cornmunit'y ofbeHevers inspiresmo~e work,.stu(jy, an'd marriage, . 
. and less. divorce. and 'freeloading:'A1o·percentihcrease in the density ofco- ····. · ·. ·.,··· 

,. religionists in.your •neighborhood, Gruberfound, leads to an extra hal.f Year of' 
·e'ducati6n,· ah in~reas'ein incomei a>4 p"ercerftrjse .in ma'rdages.and.equival~nt ',, . • 

. .-\: 

. -~. :-: ; ;: : .. 

..... · 
,.l ,"· 

·l-,.< 

decline)n· divorces,· arid 16 perc~nt less. wel~ar,r·use. ·. ''. , ' . i' ./ 

1,-.'' . ·· .. :-~' 

, "Religion:.Js,niore needed in den1ocratic re.publics thcfri)n:.ariy:gther,'1 ~wroteAlex,is i . .• · . 

. de ;focqueville. The untrammeilediinCJiv.iqual, au'fon()!TlY fostefed by .U~S.-style:gov~ .·.· .. 
ernanc~ needs to·qe balanced·by,a, sense of responsibility aridcornmuriaJ loyalty ... : · ..... · 
·pnly,,whe.n religious patamet~rs discipline persona{,appe.tites and i!Tlbue citizens, with .· ·. 

· authehtip conc~rn for others wil.La people' be c;ible to live·entitely free/witt;i.out . . .. 
'· d~spot,s 6vertne111~~tocqueviH~ .cqhclud~s; · ·· · ·t·· . . ··· ·.· 

';''•· 

· 'Thankfully/·some irivisibl~ spr'ing (which has''gone dry.iff Europe and otherpla~es) · · ... 
·ke,eps refill,ing .. A~erican breasts wit~<religiolJsconvictiOfl.$ a9\:J truths. As;~arly as· 
Just a few clecades after .6urnatio(l's foUr:ioin~t, people lik~ ~alph Waldo E1T1e,r$on .. 
were gloomily predicting th~ death of C:hrist.ian .principle in Arnerica. Yet everyday 

: believers have rep.eatedly confounded the·a~thorities;--religious passion remains. · · ... 
, aflve ~rl'd weil ihthe. contemporary Unifed:Stafos. To takejust one ihdlc;ator: sale~·of ·· 

11 '·religiou$ books ~avejumped20. percen.f ip the last fiYe:years (while sale$ of all 
other:b,ookst:J.ave f(lllen,7 percenrovenfiat sar,D~Per,i~·qy. ·· · 

. or co~ rse, ene'm i'~!> ()f .religion cite this/bUbbling' :~a·ssI6h'as.som~thlM g to fear ,in.·.· 
Am~ric;an society'. Theypbsessivefy war~that our n'(lhon)s in danger of'being s.~ept 

-.:·:·· 

.. ·~ ' : 
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by a dark \\re.ligious fundamentalism." However, ihe' fad~ of daily life in the U.S. · · 
bear outTocqueville'sjudgment that deep and y~asty religious feeling is a good· 

· ····thing ina free culture like our~. ,Evidence I as~enibleq, in TAE's previous issue .• 
··(SCAN)' indicates that reljgious believers continue, right to the present day, to do .•.. 
··most of the altruist.ic workthcitkeeps our cornmunities healthy"'--eVerything from 
blo9d donation, to philanthrOJ?Yr to. military service, to child raising\ to volunteer 

. work .. ' . . ·. .. . . . 

· .... Contrary to the cla'ims of skeptics, religioUs e·nthusiasrri has actually proven to .pe a·. 
· .. unifier of A·mericans.· In an article explaining why ,Muslim immigrants have been , 

much more C:omfortablein AmerfC:a than in Europe (and thereforevastly Jess likely · 
tobecorrie alienated from their fellow citizens, and radicalized), New Republic 

.. contributor Spencer AGkerfnan finds thatAmerica's religiosity actually reinforces our 
• tolerance cihd pluralisrn>rather than impeding it.. He quotes a M,µslim-American ' 

leader saying that when he ventures into Arnerica,'s religio.usly cbnservative . . . 
• heartland "it is true that, forsome people,the:way I pray.ispeculiar~ But they don~t · .. 
. thinkl'm hallucinating Wh'.en· I say, 'It:s pr;ay~r time.~". ' · ... · ... i :. , .. . . ' .•.. 

'This same Muslim immigrant notes, thatAmerica's Bible Belt\s indeed the place he' 
, feels ·leastthreatened. "Where's th.e heartof·thelslamic Society ofN,orth America?· 

··. Plciinfield,Indiana! Thatplace hasn 1t been borpbed. It's not in the heart ofcosn1o"-' 
·· politan Amerita. It's In ru.ral!ndiana!".states Eboo Patel. "For American Muslims," 

Ackerman con'cludes, "the opportunity for a:publidy 'visible expression of religibn · ·· 
·removes a tremendous. source offrustration"that le.aves many y9ung men in more 
se~ularized countriesdangerously' disaffected. . r . . . 

Serious rel-igious.convichon thus neecj not.be a "wedge;' at all, Ratherthan a force 
for divisi.on, it' is more typically a way of' uncovering ·common humanity with others. 
Even when creeds block agreement on specific details. of conviction, C:onimon belief 

.. · under God .. provides citizens with the 111echanism for accepting apd encouragfng th.elr 
· fellows topursue a good life in their ow'n way.' · · · .. 

Jhereare a great ~any force~ today--frorn eoll'lplex cultural clashes to simply the 
·.frantic pace ofmodern life...:...that disc0.urage, human.' fraternity. Amidst all that; 
. religfous faith is one of the most .reliable inducements to unity, an orderly and 
whoJesome society, an cf real feeling,s of community~ Isn'tthat something :to be 

, · · guarded,, riot toss~d away? ·· ·· · · .,· · .· .. · ·.. ·, · · · 
·,.•, 

· . Publisheo in How Faith Crea.tes Societies May 2006 
.. ·.,'.' 

. , ... ,< . 

. ··.·.Thi~ information was found on line at: , .. · . . .· . . ... _ .· .. . . 
http://www.taemag.com/issues/articlelD~19105/a.rticle~d~tan.asp.'. 
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· ·. \IVhY Encouraging Dayc~re ls.Unwis.e··. 
By Karl Zinsmeister 

. '. , ... 

·· .. There is ~n old sayihg th~tg~es "Childrenhav~ a spedal w~yof spelling· love: T~I-· 
r-~1-E. 11 What the very young hungerfpr more than for anything else iri. the w9rld; . 
modern .researchers confirm,.isdos.eness withtheir mothers and fathers. · · . , ' . . ~ . '. . -... 

·. , Unfortunately, children ~~e getti~'g less•of th,eir parents' time today·than i~ any 
. prev.iOus era. A favorite cartoon of mine suggests how far we've strayed. Ifshows a 
'corporate type speaking to his setreta.ry foom behind a.large 'desk. 'T've· decided to 
spend more t.ime with my"family, 11 he announces, "See If you tan find them'. 1

'• ·. · 
•• ·•· •. ,. . . '" '. . . :· c, •· . •·• .. ' 

_;.'.'-..·' ".': 

·.. bne profes·sor I know.-illustrate~the ·probl~;,, byway qfan a~alpgy ."Let's assu.me 
. you bad some other industry/"' he says. "Theindustry made shoes, and then you 
·took a large chunkof the labor.force out; ·something .like flO percer;it, and you 
changed nothihg much. else~y'ou~ wanted to make.the same amount of shoes ,of the·· 

·· same q_uality with the same.t~chnology;_ Everyl)ody in the wo.rld would think you'd 
lost your mind. Well, that's basically w~at.we did to parenting." · · ·· · 

(jhe reason the flight from parenting has been so fast over the last generation is 
' because lots of self-appoJnted experts hav:e advised the American public that there's 

' . no·reason not to veer 6f(into other pursuits while leaving the oaily raising of 
.· chiJdren to surrogates. ''The care of the·youhg is infinitely better left :to:trained 

.professionals ratherthari to hahied amateurs with. little ti.me nor taste for the 
ecjuc~ati9n of young minds," insi~ts fe.minist Kcite Mjllett .. · <· . 

. Res"ponslble authorities who oLJght to have.challenged this kind of fqolishness mostly 
··failed to do .so. One mitional statement on the family released a few years ago 

a,duaily defined ''parents'1ias '.'adult perso'n~ wpo care for children"-:-making their .. ··· 
equivalence to babysitters and day.ccire worke'rs quite explicit. No sensible person 
adually believes thi$, of course; but it is becoming our offici9I national orthodoxy 
any'way,because fewpeoplewill speakag'ainst itforfearofbeing calledthe many 
ilames.thatnow get slung at sorrieoh,e.vvho d.efend's the natural family .. ·• 

. . Ou~s isn;t the. fir$t era to ·exp~rin:,e~t 0

1/ifith s~bstitute pa.renting on a. large' sea le . 
. There were, for.instance, earlier.periods when many Europeaharistocrats relied on 
· wet-nursing arid n-annying for the basic acculturatio~ oftheir children. Historians tell 

us.three fcictors encouraged this.One was a declin~ i:ri';the social status of mothers, 
. Another was weakened regardforchHdreri; Athird was rising narcissism. · ·. . 

Unfort~nately, all three of. those factors are pteserlt In: our turrent era. Which is 
troubling, because the e,aflier experiments in surrogate childrearing did not end well. 
There Is evidence' that the eventual decline a.nd decay .of the European aristocracy, 
in fact, had muc;hto do with the increased 'distance between parents an·d young : · 
children. ' · · · .· . .. ·... ·. . · 

; .. 
I';: 

.· ·.· 
"! .' 
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. over the lastdec(l.de or two, rnany discover.ies have b~en made that help explaio ,. 
why a child's early bonds with his caret.akers are so important. Authorities used·to · 

. believe that babies were essentially passive bundles, un(lble to perceive or seek out 
· , ··. 111uch frqm their environment: Any social responses were thought to be, as, one . 

scientific curriculum put it, ''a figmenbofthe. oye,r'"ii:1volved mother's imagination, 
. since baby's behavior is random, uncontrolled, essentiallyautistic." · 

Experts asserted that children needed only feeding, protection from d~nge'r, and 
other basic care until they were a ·year to a year..:and~a:.'.half old. And. after that, it, ,~ .; 
was.said,the young mbstly needed discipliqe a,nd behavioral 'conditioning. Yale . 
· pro.fesspr Arnold Gesell, the leading child de~elopmentalist of the pre-World War JI 
. generation, believed that basic hun1ari cap;;icities Were biologically programmed into • 
infants, and that they unfolded in sta·b1e, predictable ways without mu.ch relation to .·· 
home conditions. Little credence was given to the idea thc:itparerits and small babies . 
could have a, re.lationship~ Even"as. late asthe, 1960s1" Stanford University· ' 
psychologist Anne Fernald remarks, "some people thought infants were cabbages.'' 

· That "exp~rt;' view h,as now beendemolished, ·Ag<;linsfthe old assumption that, 
' newborns are unable to perceive or seek o,ut much from th.eir environment,·· 

researchers h,ave recently demonstrated that babies are sorting and responding to . 
· stimulivirtually from birth. . . · ·. · ·· · · · · 

. For instance, studies have•shown .that a one-yjeek-oid child .Will choose his mother's. 
··.smell ove,r any:, other. Five..:day-olds will turn toward a p,ac:l soaked in their.mothers's . 
. : milk;· while dean· pac:Js· produce no response. f.he journal.Science has reported that . 
n~wb,orris will respond to poems thejrrifothers read out loud before birth; but not to ' 
poems previously unheard.In another expe,riment, ope-month-olds became upset 

' when photos df their mothers were:,accompani,ed' by r'ecordings of someone else 
.·speaking. University.of Washington psychologist Patricia Kuhl has discovered that· 
"six:-month-olds can distingllish between th~.ir native language and foreign tongues. 

Newborns just 10' minutes old much pref~~ p.ictu,res of faces to blank oval$ or 
pictures with face:-like featuresthat have been .scrambled; T~sts show thatten.:.aay.:. 
.olds prefer their mothe(s face to others'.· At 14 days, babie~ recognize a6d fayer 
their fatheY's face ·as yvell. Babies can also distinguish among various facial 
expressions. We.know that infants in,thelr,fir?t mO'nths wiU kick their,iegs.rnore fo(a 

· familiarmobilethan for one they haven'tseerfbefore, or one that .has been slightly 
altered. ''Even at two-and-a-'halfmont.hs, an infant'sme,mory is very developed, 

.very specific arid increqibly detailec;I;"' says';carolyn Rovee..:collier, a Rutgers 
Univ,ers'ity psychologist. . · · ·· · · · · · , · ·· · · 

Longstanding claim~ that small babiesyvere n~t capable of produ2ing real smiles 
(early grins we.re insistently labelled",gas,smiles"·by generations of baby doctors) ·· .. ·• 
have been refuted by·proof that irifaqts)n their third week will smile selectively in · · 

.· response to their mothers' voice. Even: more strikingly, we kn.ow that infantsjust a 
few. hours old.will su.ck"a· nipple harder to acti.vate a recording of their mother's.voice 

. than they will for a stranger's.« : · · · 
• ' 1 ' • •• •• '_, •• 

···{.' 

.. So it furns out infantsare not cabb~ges.at ~II. "Det~fred.stlldies of the ~mazing 
behav(oral capacities of the normal neonate have.sh.own that the i~fant sees, hears, 

.. and moves in rhythm to his moth~r'~. voice In, the first m}nutes and'.hours of life,". 

·http:/ /www. taemag. corn!print V ersion/print_artiae.asp? artideID=l6922' · . < .·' 5/25/2006 ' 
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summarize pediatricians Ms:i.rshall·Klaus and )ohh;KennelL "A lot more is happenihg 
•· In. infants' minds than we've tended to give them credit for,''. ·agrees psychplogist 
'KarenWynn. · .. ·· · · .· ·· 

. All .of fhis c9nfirmst'lle importance ofa child's earlyexperi~nces. It also supports the . 
. conclusions of "attachment'' researchers, Hke,psychiatrist John Bowlby I who hold· that 

· ' babies have powerful internal mechanjsrns that drive them to connect themselves to 
their parents. "The bells that· the children tould·hear were in$ide them,'' the poet • 

. Dylan Thomas once wrote. Apparently the bells that i-ing within newborns (ead' thern . 
' .· to energetically pursue alliance wit!) theirmcither, andJo become anxious if these 

.-:_. 

\effortsare.thwarted,·· ·. · · ··· .·. ·.· ··. · · · 

" .,· 

Hunger'fortheirmotherisri't·s'omething babies :can just ''gef over.''.It.is a r:ieed 
. vyired deeply i11to'ttieir·core. Write(Peggy C>'MaraMcMahqn :observes thatthe ·. 
mothering behavior of different animal species . 

.. falls into two categories: cache>or. carry. Species.in the cache category 
· .. are stashed in a den With other offspring while their mothers.look for , 

food, do not need to feed often, and do not 'need frequent physlca.I .· .. 
· contact 'with mother. tt:ie species in the carry categorx are marsupial:
like·. Their.mothers' breastm/1.~ is lo.w in fat content and must be . 
co'nsumed almost continuously .. They ?ire not born, in litters, and close 
physical cqntact with mother notonJy ebsuresfrequent fe'eding,' but also 
stJmuJ9tes brain develo'pment. · · · 

'Frofn nutritional and other points ~f view, r6und::the'~Clock' nursing'ana a Carrying 
·. system of child care ar'enot v'ery,effi<;:i¢nf~ sowhy.dothey existin'the higher :. 
· animals? Because ·frequentsuckling provides repeated opportunities for in.ti mate' 

interaction between ·mother and chilq..:._the.very sort ofcoritact that encourages 
higher mental processes in ?In· infant. '.'Rapid onset of hunger and satiation in the . 

· baby," summarizes researcher Blurton Jones, is •ia simple rnechanism for ensuring. 
that it stays with the mother." · · ·· · ·. · · 

·We have unequivocal .evidence that breast-fed chiiclren ar~ physically strong~rthan 
n6n-breast .. fed children,, that they have greater verbal, quantitative, arid memory· . 
. abilities ·as preschoolers, '('Ind significantly;higher LQ'. stores during their sch oar·. · 
years. This isdue not simply to' healthy substa'nces· in the milk, as many people 

.. : assume, but .also to the" ea.rJy mother-child/elationship that, breastfeeding affords, 

This is not something we can e~·~Tly wish away. Keep Jn mihd that if all of human 
· .. l'.)istory were represented by one h6ur,the 200 years of our industrial era .would 
'represent Or)ly afraction ohhe ,last' second. The family arrangements th.afevolved 
durin.g ~he course ofhuman history grew up:spec;:ifically because they matched. 
human nature. Ignoring deep early c;:hildhood needs today.:won't make them go 
·away; it Wi.11 only produce LJnSettled offspril'.lg: . . .. 

' ' .. _ : . • '·' j 

In an article ih·The Journaf.of Pediatrics, researchers Betsy Lozoff and Gary· · 
Brittenham report that the clqse "cc;i,rrying'~. style of infant tare traditionally practiced 
by mothers is a human universal that has preyailed in all :cultures andplaces. Only. 
very recently has this·style of nurture been.replaced in some social strata by an· · 
alternative more lik.e the '.''nesting'' practiced by birds. Under this alternative, babies· 

' . . . . ' ·. ' - ' -
>»· . 

'.;:' 

,'1 
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-- . ··spend n1uth)ess time in ph;sical col'}tact v.Jith th~H- mothers. They are m~re often 
c;'onfined to cribs or- classrooms. R~sponses to crying and social bids are less 
immediate_,And only a mi'nority of alJ, babiesinow. g'et the benefits of extended 
breastfeedfng. ,;The'se remarkable _traris.fcfrmations;" tile doctors speculate, ,;may 
profoundl'y alter in,fant developrhenL" . - , . . ... 

. 'It isn't only babies who need hght human connections. parents do too, if they are 
going, to flourish in their role of prOge'nitor. A h,int of this· was contained in a 

. statement made by PepsiCo President and ceo Srenda Barnes when she resigned·· -_ 
' Her job, to much.media co'rilrnent, a few months'ago. "I'm notleavingbecause my 

children need more of me," Barnes state.d. "l'm' leaving bec:;,ause I need. more bf ... 
_,' . II .. ·' . . .. , , , . 

them;. . . 
,,; .. ' ' . ' . . ' -·- -· ' . . . s ' -- ' 

Many talent~d wor'ne~ -whb devote': themselves to mothe;ing while their chi.ldren :are .-
ypung have come tothis same condusiori: They_ do:what they ~o not just-out of . 
de\;'otio'r:r to their ch.ildren, but becaus~they hav~. discovered. there are deep 

· personal satisfacti6ns awaiting anyone who will pour- herself into the role. (See our 
.. _, · articles by Ii-is Krasnovv -(lnd .~van pahr.)... .. - . - - ·n -

." r - .: .. 

A. dabbling, partial cbrnmitment ofmotherto· child is even harder fo sustain than 
fol,l-blown ~ngagernent, notes John Bowlby:-. · ·' · ·. · 

:.· .... 
-- Enjoyment and._close identification offee.l.ing is ohly possible for· either 

. .party if the relationship is contJnLious; ... Jusf'.as the baby needs to feel 
- tha_t he l;>elorigs to his mother, the mother needs to feel that she belongs 

to her child, and it.i_s only whenshe has.the satis.faction of this feeling 
_that it is easy for her'. to d~voteherselfto h_im. · - _, 

. ~- ·- ' . ' - ' 

· A'.publicschool teacher -~rnd former d~y car~ worker !corresponded with a few. years 
agomade a similar point: ' - · · · 

. Parents who use day care tend riot tq devel,op the'., kinds of parenting, --

. skills, or the self-confid,ence in.dealing'with:their children~ -that seem to . 
me to be necessary ..•. Since .we were in 'charge during rnost of the ,, 
chiloren'swaking hours·, parents had very little opportunity to develop.: .. _
As a result they were generally nervous around their children, an-d . -· 

--. imp~tient with th.e varibus unp;leasant aspects of cc:iring 'for them • 
• ,. • • • , •• : ., • " • • ' ' • • ' > 

"· A·familY friend who u'sed dayti(ne'babysitte.rs',heavilyfor skveral weeks when ~he' 
had to pack for a sudde·n cross country moveJold 1 me that the more time she spent .. 
awayJrom her young'boys, the, less adroitn:es_s and patience she had f9r handling 
them. Likewise, Ohio mother M~ry Robin1Cra!g writes of a period when she worked 

full time and had a·nanny that; "On.,my off days I could seethat their lives had a 
·' ,\flow that eLudecj _IT)e totally.'' :- ' .· · - · · · 

.:·,. ; . ' 
''.i • 

It's necessary togetinto-a sw:ing with thilcjr~n~ a.hd si.mpie overlap is a big part of 
this;,There 'is evidence, as child developmentalist LJrieBronfenbrenner notes, th'at an 

.· infant uses physi~al~ e,r.not\~r-,al~ and· probably invisible h.ormoryal tools to "'teach' _his . 
, ·parents" how to nurture him. Butthis can, suc.ceecj only if the· pupil shows up for · 

class. · · .· - · .· -- · · · ,.· · · · 

' ! ' ~. 

:.) 
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Obviously, there.will alway? be fam.fries· 0here"death;· dl'v~rce, or poverty make it -
impos?iblefor parents to he their child's priryiarycaret~kers. These families deserve· 

.ou'r help, .and first c'rack at the lir,nited number of t,rl.Jly w_onderful surrogate ·. > " 
caretakers who: are able .to pourther:nselves into'the nurture of. another P.erson's 

· child. " , · ;·,·:·.::·,.· 
. '!; 

· Itis alsq obvious that substitute .child care is' .. gerl~raliy not harmful .in small 
arriounts .. As psychologist Diane Fisher ~arefuJly piJts'i( ''day'care can be.·a place 

-·. Jhat d,des not-do a great deal of harm to 'children if they~re there for a limited ' 
... · amount~i· The problem is that rather than jUstheing a fillerof gaps,:day care 'is· 

becoming_ a substitute for ,parenting In 111any f(301ilies; · 
' . . . ' ' •I' ' 

The question is.not whether hired day care.sh9uld e~.i~t;.(i~ always will)1 or whether 
· itshoul<f be made .as good as possible (of cour~e it shol.rldY,The question is whether:·. 

everyday middle-class Americar.is:should produ,ce .children without the intention ·of . 
nurturing them. There is a difference .between·,.a compromise··m:ade in reactibn to· 
some: crisis offate,' and an arrangemenrn1acte simply ,because one wantsto._ -
maximize bile's own pbsitio'n while ignoring seriou.s costs. to others. "· 

. ':. ,· . . '•: . . .'1 ... ' ....... · '·; ";. . ·;.· .. ·.·.:; . ' .. ·:· .. . .. ··. .. ..-·.-:·;': 
\ ·~J: . ·:. , . 

• By trangforming day care frpm aneces?ary stopgapf.~rthe ~nlutky few into.a 
·normal and accepted part of:ay~rage.lives, vye ·are thoughtlessly taking a step .of . 

. · ~rreat consequence. One liberal professi,on9I wh6 has devo;ted her entire working Life: .. 
td overseeing municipal day care programs \Nams that the sh,uffling of millions. of 
- middle-dass children into tjay care is'crea'ting a new klndof un<:Jerprivileged child In 
.··America. We. a re, she. says, "duplicating. the':sort of developmental deprivation· that 

us,ed to oesuffered only by the poorest arid' m9st disadvantaged." ' •" 

·· .Psychiatrist Stanley Greensp~n·worries th~t'tllis may bring us.to .'.'an evplUtionarY' 
:.crossroads;': · ' · .·.-··· .·. · · · · · · · 

'For the fir~t time in history)-there i~ a growing t,rend for more and more 
middle., and upper-middle;.class p.arents to'farm out the care of their 
babies to others, oft.en ir) settings not cb.riduc;:ive to meeting children's,·. 
irreducible.neeas; ... The.impact will:likelY, be slow arid insidious. People. 
m.ay gradually become mo.re self-centered and less c.oncerned with . 
others. Thinking may, become more polari:z;ed;: ..•. Impµlsive behavior, .. · 

· helplessness~ ~nd depression mayJhcrease .. · · 
.~ ' . ' : 

,.',.,." 

~he Ultimat~ casualty, Greenspan suggests~ 1 ·~ay b~ ·~our capacity. to live together 
and .. goverri. ourselves in cohesive c;O,mmunities." ·: . . ... 

.. . ' . . ' 

.. ...... 

•, ... 

.When critics ldok-back at the twentieth c:entury; the.re's ·a 'good chanc~ they'll . 
identify the' nightmare futurism of authors like George Orwell (1984)~ Aldous Huxley 
(BrCJ~t; New World),· and Yevger\y Zcimyatin (We) as the.most powerful and ,. · · ,. , 
important writing of our era.T~ese visionaries.:peereddeep i.nto the heart of 

. modernity and detected some 'icy h'aiarcjs lurkihg there. · 
, ~ . . . . . . , ' . . ' 

Gi~en ttrnt they were working in quite differ:ent.settings,-it's striking that Orwell,. 
•. Huxley, ;and Zamycitin·all placedthe very same'cultural:dlsruption atthe center of . 

. their.anti-socialist mast~rpieces: 'A h.cfrri.fying .''prdfessionalizat,ion" of childrearing in , , 
<days to come.The great modern ,literature o(deh_umanization"and crustied spirits . 

·-·,·:· .. 

. ,1 
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h9s 9s .its tor~erstone the d~piction of h9w s~cieti~s b~come deranged when th_e'/ 
Jet l.nstitlltional rn~thods of acculturating the you rig replace traditional family-based 

.·. childhoc)ds. •' .. ' . . . 
' ·•. 

In Brave N~w .World, babies are brought up scientifically,under the care ofwhite·
' •·uniformed 'n·urs.es, in ''state conditioning centres." Asa consequence, "irrationa'I" 
. traits such as loyalty, altruisin,hu'mor; a·r\d love.have nearly disappeared. The 

·. •· . protagonist of Zamyatin's vite; prqductofa .chilcl""rearing: factory, grows upJo 'crave 

···:..._ ', .· 

. a mother who will re'gard hiin as" "a•piece of herself .. "lh 1984, the natural family has .•. 
been .. stripped of its childraising f,um:tions, .arid 911 offspring ofthe, ruling Class are 
reared by specialists. The n~sult.fo shriveled,human' bonds and a sharp decline in · 
intimacy. Only among the ragged, tradition-bound "proles" are children still tended< 

, .... byJhei(parents, arid this sentim~ntaLpractic~ makes theproles hopelessly · · . 
. . uncompetitive in ~a world built·ar"ound-·work, pro'duction~,.a'nd social control; 

; -_·:."'' . . . 1:-· .' , ·: . ,,.. . -', •. . 

:The thing t,hat !Jlakes(these cautionary, fale_s so chilling is their plausibility. They 
•depict modern life going awr.y in. ways that are llJholly conceivable to contemporary 
observers. ff these ·authors were·::able to r:nai<e u~ shiver at. a· world where mothering· 
arl'd-fatherihg had disappeared altogether, that's because' they only had to 

· .. extra~olateJrom trends' already underway. ..... · · · · .. · 
. . ' .'• . :'..,·' --·! . ,J 

. ' 

As parental oversight of c_hildreri weakens, wl\at is _to be done? For a start, we might 
. a.dmit that many of the exqJseswe g,i,ve' for proceeding along .our current course are. 

·· phony.-In a little essay titled "the Tyranny,,ofthe Urgent/ writer. Charles Hummel 
notes that the pressin'g mundanities of.daily existence will often push aside the truly 
importa'rit things in life if.w,e don'tr~sist. I see, this.regularly when it comes to day . 
care, wliereth.e excuse is always that people .put their kids, into the .ha.nds of others .· 
beca'use they "have" to work.· But is that' realiy true? • · · · ·· 

' ,•, ,.,. ·, _ ,/ ... , . ' . ' . .:'·~ ' . . "\ ' . . . 
.. . .. :, ·.. . \ .. ··. . . ... ' ' . .. . .. ' ' . ·. .· : .. . . . . . ' 

"It's easy to g.et addicted to the stimulation of the work environment -and a certain . 
standard of living,'' cautions author Stephen Covey; ''As a result; parents are he.Id . 

.. hb?tageto.these lies; violating their conscience, but feeling thaf'they re~.lly have no 
·choice.'.' Researcher Arlie Hochschild hasfoundthat, contrary to. their rhetwic, -
:tert9in parents 'are'actually choosing overwork; as.13 +~fuge from the resp,onsibilities . 
· of family life. Recent headlines like "Lies':Parents Tell Th~mselves About Why They 

. W,ork''_(u~s. News), and ''the Myth pf Qual,ity Time:,,How We're ~heating our 
. Kids'' '(Newsweek) suggest th.is is ·sinki.ng in 'with the public: · · · · 

,.; . 

So: Qne pqrt of ariy solutiOri to our child care: predicament mu"st be to entourage all ' 
parents fo face.facts,. make tough choices, and changef~eir p,rivate lives so they 

. can be the~e for their children· when they. are needed. ·.· · .. ·. . . ~--·' . 
• • ~ < ' • • • ' • • , • • • -·,·. 

· .. Ano,ther-part mustbe public efforts't-hat acknowledge the hrgh .contributio.ns.and · 
heavy burdens ofeonscientious"parehts; and offer assistance. to mothers and fathers··. 
who make re'spohsible .choices. Given the:slightestbit ofs,upport, many· parents are .· 
ready to spring into wholesome adion .. Askeci in. a survey commissioned by the . 

. Independent Wom~n's Forum"to describe 'an "ideal balan.ce between work and . .. 
· fomily"in their own lives·, seven<out often·Americans.,said they would prefer either· 

having•one parent at home fulHime; or.h9ving part-time work set around the family 
schedule. Only 15 percent 'chose "both mY spouse and me working fulHime with 
child care in or outside of our'·home" as their ideal:. · 

', . 

• 'l 

~.: .. 

http://www. taemag.c\)mlprint V ersion/prin(articl~.asp ?articleID= 16922. .5!'2512006 
··:., 

// 



Print: Why Enco.uragihg Daycar~ Is Unw.ise . · J>rig{7 of s 

·!-." • 

.. In ci March Washington Post sur~ey, .. fully 68'percent'o(Americans agreed it would 
'.be better if mothers looked aftertheir.chiidren.athome:·AsJ<ed which mothers of . .· 
preschool children they respect more: those· wbo work fl.ill time outside the home or 
, those who· stay home full time; the public ·c~ose·at-home moms by 51 to 20 percent. 
All types:of w6men-from fulHime ~areerists to full-,,time mothers-said .by margins 

.. ..,6f at leasttw'o~to-one:that they, respected at-,h()'.Y"e mothers•more. · · · 
; ... ,. . 

.. So the issue is· ho~ to ~nco·urage more .f~milies to tra~slate their aspirationsinto 

. reality. Onething policy niakers could.do t0 slow clown the' day care Stearn roller 
and. increase parental ca retaking would be. to encou/age' more "flex-,time" work, 

·.part-time jobs, and home work (all fhings'that Jab()r uniOns strongly resist}. See 
·Richard Mi niter's article (page 51) on this :subject. , 

. Another much-needed reform would·b~.'to stop favoring parents who hire 
· .. ·.childminders (bylettirig them claim tax creditsfor'their da'y care expenses) while 

offering no,similar credit to parents who provide th~ir own care. One way to do this 
would be t6 eliminate the child care tax er.edit entirely'::Anofherway would be to 

.',extend the sarl:t.e financial.support t!'.YClt;hotne parents:'' · · 
I. "L ' ;· . . ,, : ' ' 

1
. , : . '; ' ' ~', , ' 1 

··~ . 

While vve're>at it, sharply raising existing tax exemptions .arid credits for young 
children would be a very good !dea. Ailowing Jamiliesto k~ep more of their own 
.mon,ey'would improve child;.rearing while also acknowledging in a fair way that 

; parents molding our next gi=qeration are doing society's most important work'.· 

i•lncome splitting"-a reform that wo'l.Jld)et·a one,.ihcome fa.mily divfde its earnings . 
· .. f.or tax 'purposes between husband a.rid Wife, bur;nping them tjOVfn into low,ertax ·· 
brackets-is .another long-overdue remedy/This wo.uld bbth·fix our ·Current tax 
.code~s.marriage penalty, and.also rn:ake it~asierforfarniJiesto survive v.rithone 
pqrent primarily qt home.. · 

Other suggestions .for what an' intelligent child care policy should look like were 
<offered recently b/former NewRepub/ic'eqitor'.MichaelKelly: ... 

·'·.·· 

. ·, :;•· 

It woufd seektcrstrongly discourage out-of-wedlock births. It would seek 
to strongly reinforce th,e ideci that it :primarily takes not a village but 

· parents'"'"-two ofthem~'to raise q·Child. Itwould offer:help for parents 
·who must work, but it would send an· unmistakable message that, · , 
. whenever,, possible; it is bett,er'that ohe p~i-ent 'stays home with the kids; .. · 

The policy but forward. by the CllntOn administration: .. is irrationally · 
· biased tow,ard the form of.chil9 care rri6st parents·like least""""" · · 

institutionalized group care.._and·agaihstwhat mo'st parents want most: 
· >fo.be able to afforcftbhave one parent' stay home;'.·~ .. Why does the 

adr:ni.nistration seek an ,e.conomic incentive forparents to :choose work 
.over childrearing? ..• If the administration· is. serious about the best ... 
interests of the c:hildren; it will correct the 'antf-home-:care bias jn its 
policy. · ·· · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · · 

·,,' ·,.I 

.. Not. every, Anierican child wiJI enjoy the'primary·energy and deyoti6n .of his ow~ 
.····. parents when he is young-no niatter what~ssistance is offered toward that end. . 

Butthat ought.to be our goal, the ideal toward which· a.II ofourencouragements are 
. ' ·,· . ' 
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. · aimed; it's a 'simple, practical, ahd '\A/holesSme.aspiration. 

·.· so,what arew·e waiting f?r? 
. . 
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Fatherhood ls Not for Wimps -- -· -
·.BY K~rl Zinsmeister: · · 

Men ~-qm.etimes rear. that when they- ent:erfatherhood .they will·have to acquire a 
. difficult ahd foreign set of sklUs. But f~thers heedn'tremake ihe;,,selves or put on 

masks tosucceed in family life.-norrr}3J r;nale 'traits are useful in the home. A child 
doesn~'t need two mothers. _. - · - · · -· ·.. .-_- - -

:··,.·. 

. . '; ,, - :,.-

: Man{cornmentators cal_I for a "new/' .highly sensitive kind of father. Feminist Letty 
Cottin Pogrebin; for instance, devotes a Whole chapter in her book Family Politics .to 
-celebrating men.like the fellow from Albuquerque who "'lpves being a father· so much · 
that h,e waht¢d to share ~is enthusiasm with afather-to-be. He gave his best.pal a 
baby shower atwhiC:hmen friends gathered Jo toast the forthcoming baby with good 

'will~ ·good foodi and a rap session 1abouf father feelings.'.' . . 
' . . :. J - ' i . . i : ' i. ·:- .... ,·. - '-. -_ 

I'm sorry, but efforts like thatar'e.·g~ing nowhere fast wit~- mostfathers. Then~ is 
nothihg wrong with emotional 'sensitivity, but we oughtn't' expect fathers to act like 
mothers. When New Age typ~~ hold up the Albuquerqu_e;,niodel of f(3thering .as_ . 

· something to be emulated, they only scare average men, away:ft:"om responsible 
· fatherly duties. · - · · 

-- Fathers.will bring their-basic' nat~res to the family just as mothers will bring theirs. _--
. Itadress-Aii McGraw ac:tually thinks she is going to get her wish 'tor' a husba_nd · . 
·'.~brave enoughto s~y 'I feel fragile ~nd i11adeq1,1ate righLnow, and I'd like some time 
to myself to C:ry , 111 well, let's hppe she 'has a very affectionate-cat .. Jt's unrealistic to 

--•expect thaf most men Will eyer act, this w~y, and destructi~e ;to ~ugges~ they_ should. 
.. . ' - . . . . ., -~ . 

-· · Mpderri fatherhood is already too· much of a gdofy,.ineffectual, surrend,ering sort 9f 
.. role;. fv1or~. sofa's~edge dithering is the last thing we __ need_. Jnst~ad, we. ought to be 

· reassuring· young men that there __ ate authentic, active fopns qf fatherhoodthat go -
. wel.I with ·traditional masclilinejmperatives and interests.Andwe don't. have to 

·: ~ invent any "new models of behavior"for th~m to emulate·. Men becoming fathers 
'shduld be allowed to follow their•m'ale instinds, wh)ch-'now havefel/V other outletsi; 
· i=ot m.cmy men fatherhood is tl)e last natural; de~ply _male niche left to thenii c;ind · ·· 
ought to be embra~ed as such. · - · · · · 

. .!'., 

Uvin'g In cramped cities, wearing 'pressed clothes; laboring in chatty I confining, rule~', .. 
b()U~d butea.ucracies/'CUt Off from riature, increasingly passive and powerless as , '.-· -
.iridivjduals-males today are primally thwarted in many ways: Where are modern 
men how to-find the vigorous autonorhy oftheir dassiC: roles• ofwilderness tamer, 

. khig'ht; shepherd, hunter, warrLor;.chief, tender offhe earth, monk, or ev'en "headof 
household"? Most men do; however, s'till have the opportunity to be fcithers. And as.> 
Co-leaders of their own· small tribe they have a chanceto,make a difference, to - · " 
create a micro-wc;>rlc:J. WherEf'they re,allY, mcitter. -· . - . 

. . , .'·,,, 

: ,J ,. 

;I,'., 

:; ' 

http://w_ww. taemag.c~nn/print V ersi6n/print_artitle.asp7arti'cleID=J7050 , .. · .. 5/25/2006 



. ',-: 

. '•" ,• 

. ,. ~. 

Erint: 'Father.hood Is Not for\V.imps 
' . 

Page2of s. 
"•:. .• .. ' 

' • •. • • • f ·:. .:;._, ··1, ·. • .. ": ... ' 

In their pre-fatherhood and post.:fatherhoo.d phase, contemporary men can be 
somewhat comical, at times even pitifulf to behbld'"--self-engrossed and pleasure . 
foc:used; terribly interested in toys an'd games of'all sorts, obsessed with physical 
decline,, ser;isitive ofego, existentiaily· ih!)ecure. Whether mirror-gazing,· self~ .· . 
expoum:ling bachelor orgolfball-chipplngretiree{ the little. boy in many men is never . 
too far fromthesurface. Fathers a're of course.not Wholly different from men of 
other types or phases, but because they have a,\\projeet!'and are surrounded by 

'palpable reminders of their immediate personal importance and social responsibility, 
they tend to be less uncertaiJ), and silly, tha.n many of their modern counterparts. 

. . ' . . . . , .. ·. .', . . :; -

A.'mari's residence .in his famil.y is a billboard.:siied tribute to' his willi~gness to 
accept the consequence~ oi his actions. An.d·in'the drives·to provide, protect; 
exemplify, teach, judge, discipline, and comfort there, are goals and fulfillments ' 

. ·aplenty.Most men become everi more aware ~of theirdistinctive maleness after . . .. · 
' '. bec'oming a father than they were~ before, and they ought'to be encouraged to revel ' ' 

in that feeling-'-and then take uptheserious responsibilities that go hand. in hand · ·. 
with.it.· · · · · ., · 

···.'~Good heavens/'Fcan h¢ar critics howling, .''he's calling for a return· of the .. 
Neanderthals." Sfoked:by kneejerk academic c:ltt(lc~§ on "patriarchy," opponentsof 

.· ··. traditional fatherhood co.ntinu·a11y fume that tile onfYthing men want to d9 is lord it 
· 'av· er o.thers · · · · "' · ' · · · · ··•· ·· · _. 

·• •.' • ·' ,• •·, • r· ·. ': . • " • ". • .. ' • 

·· .. There is such a thi~g a~ male'ci~hiestictyranny;•ancl I am not defending: such 
· : households. But what most men wish to do fortheirfamilies is not to control and 

.·manipulate butt~secure and .support; in love,. and justH:e ... When men are thwarted 
.. frorn filling those ins,tinctual leadership roles they'aC:tually become more rather tharl 
. les~ likely (in their frustrated Impotence) to resort to. petty power-mongering and 

vfolence. Fathers granted a measure ofsobal respect and personal authority will be 
far 's:an.er, fairer, and gentier tha,11 rrien denied leadership roles altogether. 

· Thatisth·emessage of the.dassiclorraine :Hansberry play A Raisin in_ the Sun. ~t · 
. one point, Mamal the family matriarch, upbrqid$,her daughter for humiliating h~r 
' brother Walter; the, senior "m.an 9f the house/' during his moment of weakne$S . 
'. "What you tell him a minute ago?That he wasn't a man?"chides Mama inl a ' ·.,' 
. p~w,erfu°lspeech.>"Child, when do you thin~is the time .to love somebodythe most; 
when they done good and ma:de things easy for eyerybody? Well then, you ain't , 
thro·ugh learning-because that ain't the time at alh it's vvhen he;s at his lowest and 

. c~n't believe in hisself ;9al;Jsethe yyorld dohe whfpped him so." . . ( 

"Mama ~1$o prods v\ialter's honor .. When'lheir Afri~an~American family must face a 
. cHmacticsliowdown yvith a -hostile neighbor, she quietly defers to Walter as the 
holJ!)ehol.p's representatiye, and then; in~ists tliat Walter's son should witness the .. 
proceedings. "Travis, yo~-stay righthere. And you rnake him understand what you 
doing, Walter Lee. You .teach him good. Like Willy Harris taught you, You $how · 
where our five generations done c0r11e.to. Go ahea'd; son.." In the end, the · · 
previo'usly ·waverii:lg Walter stands·up for th.e farnily horio·r in a moment of crowning 

. courage. Bursting withjoy afterwards, ~ania 'confides to Walter's wife, "he finally , .. 
· come into his marihood today, didn1the?" . · · · 

Jt'.S becaJse they _don't have the ele111entalsa'tisfac:tidn of proudly sustainjng a clan 

·.· · .·. http://Www.taemag~com/pri~tVersion/pi-lrit_ardcle.asp?articlelD=l 7056 5/25/2006. : 



'.:i:· .. 

Prinf:~.·Fatherhood ls NotJorWimps · · · Page T~of.8 

'·. '·· 

'J'' 

· .. tha~ so many underclass· men today resort instead t6 pointless "provings" of their · 
.. manhood through bravado and ~luster. The' mosfelemental male creed is, ''J shield 

and support, therefore I am/' Men not involved in shielding and supporting find ·· 
9ther W(JYS to prove their existence: "I hurt·,· therefore I am," is orie twisted 
alternative. Th,e graffiti boy's proof is, "I deface, therefore I am." The gangbanger . 
re,ascms, "I kill,Jherefore ram."The street libertine says, "I impregnate, therefor~ I 
.am:"At the other end of the ecohdmic $pectrum, too,'there are now rowsµpon rows 
of}ich hedonists wtiocan only bal3blej "I feet pleasure, therefore I am." And 
contrar,y to.feminist claims, these are all expressions ofa :.stunted;_;_notan 
exaggerated-masculinity.. · · 

·· · .·•·It is true.thatniasculine nature ne~ds 'to b~ ;carefJH~. bounded. Biological factors 
Work against male monogamy, child nurturei and fuHfamily p(jrticipatiqn. Men have. 
an. innate tenden'cy to flee from their sexual 'effects. The}a mily may be a natural 

.· environrnentfor females, 9ut it's.relatively ardfiCial for'r;nales. · 

. Th~t's why n~velist Franz K~fk~ said the br~vest thing a ni~n ~ari 'do is to marryand . 
have children. Efoinga good father requires great seif'-rnastery. It also takes. cultural 
·reinforcement..,..: men have always, had to b',e won over,orprqdded; into· taking up 
. their 'family responsibilities. The good farnii'y man represents;a triumph of mind and 
· morals over raw .nature; · · · · · · · · · · 

Civilization's c;lon't achieve this 'wifhoutcon'tinulng effo'rLYoung 'men 'have to be .l~d..,..: 
by their, owri fathers, and•,by the > .. .. · .. .•. . . · 

Jatherhood::.reinforcing .rituals of civilized culture-:-;-into.becoming responsible 
· ·. progenitqrs. So l(:>ng as fatherhood remain~ an expected and honored st.ate, . 

however, the conversion tcr·family provider' occurs faii-ly readily, anc:J brings real ·· 
fulfillment~o the yo\.ing male~ ."Rather than seeming to intrude on .his freedom, the 
state of fatherhood.will grant him a sp·ecial dignity, an Jdentit}t;'' writes psychiatrist 
David Gutmann. · · ' · 

It'swhe·~. a cultlJre 
, stops upholding the . 

. . 'paternal rituals, rul.es, 
. ~nd rewards that ' 
fathering withers. . . 
Today, we're no· longer 

The Danger QfUnisex Fathc;!rho9d 
. ' , . 

·By.Christine Vollmer· 
... '·~, 

· lt'is ari'unequivotqlfact thait societies.today, to.the· 
· degree theyv./eqken the marriage bond a·nq allow ·fathers 
. to b'e'absent, are causing their own: destruction .. What. is 

,'' ·, 

. s(Jre we're. willing to 
.makethe ,soda I ·' 
compromises.n~cessary 
for good fathering. 

less obviou.sis.wfw.societies are tolerating.the destruction . 
of the faniily. . ' . . . . . 

'! .· • • 

. . ' ·~ 

. Some people have · · · , •. · · · · · ·. · ·. ·· ·· ·· ·. · 
actually convinced lfl.were' to put.ital I into one word, I 'thlnkit would be 
themselvesJamilies· can unisex--.,.the confusi()n that exists about the differences 
do fine without fathers. between men and Women ahdtheir tasks in life. That 
They're wrong. . ·. confusion has .,become rnuch more acute since .· . 
Wherever men are not childbearjng ce~$edto be co.nsidered a .gift from God and·: 

··. 1.~red or corralled into· · .· became.first dptiorial; then unpopular. In a world where 
concerning themselves chi~ldren are an option rather than a reason for living and 
with their children ·and working, th.~ vital. differences.between men and women 
mates; decerit human . ·become h'luch 1.ess ITleaningfu( ~nd .of co4rse, less 

nec~ssary; '·"·' 
1:.1. 

.:: ·',:. 
'; " .. 

r:, 
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,·society rapidly fades .. 

And mer1.themselves 
are among the first to 
pay toe price. Outside -
the family, men are 

. But beyond' fertility; man sens~s a .need for a' real woman . 
in order t() be h1ore man1. and woman senses the need for .. 
a n:;~al rnan irf order to !Je more \Vo man. And if this were . 
n.ot so, there woulcl be very little literature! . . . :·· , •, .. ·._, :' ; 

. enorrnpusly vulnerable; 
They suffer far higher 
rates of homicide, 

,• sui,cide, accidents, 
''disease, and mental 

The. essential "d:i.ffe~ences betweeri men and women; ~hich 
any child 1with two parents instinctive.ly feels, .are obscured 
in''.a world dedicated t6 provingJhat men and women · 
make equally good professiC>nals, a world where more:and 
more,individuals ha,ve not had:·the full e~perience of ' 
moth~rand father 'in ~~:rmonious c:ontrast. · · 

. ~ ~ . _problems, i:IS well. as 
aausing vastly 

·· disproportionate · · 
.- . amounts. of crime, · 

.···.As the work·of father$,'hastaken them further and further.·· 
.. ·from home, and fewer ci,tizens have had personal _ 

sexual violence, ' 
· -experience of fatherhood; the. world has lost touch v\tith 

fatn·erJiness to' the point ofsometimes declaring it·· ... 'terrorism~ and military 
adv-en tu rism. 
Ar)'throp6fogical studies 

·reveal thatthe less 
fathers a re .connected 
to families, the more. 
vi.olent a culture tend$ --

. unnecessary or rl'on,:.existent, ·or even harmful. But the
.security that a child receives from the perceivedstrength 
ahdwisdom of a}atheri's imme,asurable (at le_ast by .. . 
current technology, although the neurological effect may. 

,.·. soon be detectable as $0 many other influences are being -
' discovered at thatle"'.el);· ' - ' ' 

. . . ' ' . ' ' 

. , to be: Men outside 
·Children also heed m~thers of course. As we all know and families.are also much 

'' ' ,· ' ' have experienced, but is now beirig proven' by _the most less economiccilly .. .... . . , . . . .· . . .. · . ,_ •.. . . . . . .·. . · 
produdive.:_stati$tically . fascmatin~ st~d1es, the ·n:o~her s unique and 1nstinct1ve .. 
more likely to be out of.- appr?cich 1s vital f~r .~ child s cor~ect developm~n.t,. ·.. __ ,··· •· 

,. w.ork and unwillingtq · phy:1ca_I C!nd f!mot1:onal. T.~E! .tones of a mo_th~r s_ voice, her 
work as long and hard. part1cularw~ys ofinte_racting, and other d1stinct1ve . . . . 

.. · . · ·_ ·.· . womanly traits are now proven to have an effect on the 
If is fruitless to- hope for baby's brain d~velopmentth,c:it a man, or even a group of 

· women, .cannot·achieve. Mothel-s are-also esse_. ntiaLfo( easy "solutions'~tothe· · · · · 
problems· of · mediating1sofrening, and _. .. .. . 
underproductive, ' ' explaining the:rougher aspects of the world as thechiJd 

· frequently dangerous" encounters .tliem. Not infrequently, these rougher aspects 
males drifting outsjde of are clashes 'with the law-giving capacity of their father! . 
faniiljeS·~ ·As.the .: ···; 

*· * *' distinguished sociologist . ._ 
Alice Rossi puts it, "the _- · · · ·· ··· · · · 
machine eultures ()f the Fathers who wash dish~s, bathe babie.s;- and do heavy 

-wesfhave shown no work in the home cire no lessfatherly and ho less. .. .. 
···. inventivene.ss in ·masculine for it.)nfact/the strength, kindness, and ·· · 

developing new social · support which are centraJfotherFy.attrib.utes are often well 
· institutions. capable of shown in th:is b~'.autiful .way by modern fathers. Tlie .- .. -. 

providing individu_al problem occurs when new/oles interfere with. the father's 
. ·.· loyalty and social riatu·ral)hflJen<:e as law::giver for his children~ · 
· integration to replace 
: the bonds of the · 'In ~6me \riew~;- ~"new 11 fathers arE! supp'osed to provide 

·.·family." Alternate ways .. · only'comforts'to their children. Authoritative fatherhood 
of restraining mcile ' ' as it has existed since the begi,nriihg of mankind, inscribed ' 

·. energies simply· don.'t ·· :in hurna_n nature and described' allthrqugh Scripture, is ho 

· http://Www:taemag.com'lprintVersionfprin(artibl~.asp?articleID=l 7050 .. 5/25/2006 
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exist. longer. toleratea·: I wo't.1ld plead that it. once again becom.e 
our conviction that n1en be encouraged to be n1;astuline' 

· Yettake, these very . fathers, in.the. model of our heavenly Father: the . 
. · sa,me marc,rnding men ' int~nseJy loving provider crnd law-giver, exacting and 
and link them to ,wives forgiving: And thatwomen Once again be reassured that 
and. children in webs oL being a mother-the intense, tender, courageous, and · 
responsibility, and they compassionate. mediator ofa cl')ild's first impressions, 
'can' live radically.. . ' . relations, and experiences-is iriexpressiblyrewardihg and ., 
different lives. It is not worthwhile.•• 
so much thattheir ,' . .. . . . 
natures .change as that . Vi.vela diff~rel1ce,. is .. a~ understatemen.t. Without la·.· 

'they acquire new ends. dif(erenfe, life itself, as well as·civilization, is in danger. 
G. K .. Chesterton once .. ~· 

. wrote. that "The watch-: _;_,Christine flollther he,adsthe Latin American Alliance, for 
dog f,ights while the wild the Family; Thisis adapted from a. talk. she gave to the 

· dog often runs away: Of Po()tifital Counci( for the Familyfn Rome, June1999. · 
the husband, as of the . . . . . . . .. . 
house-dog,· it· rl1ay often be.said that, he has. bee.n tamed· into ferotity," 

A hint .as to ho.w this makeover: rilay·,take ·glace'was prov.ided by animal!Jehaviorist 
.· .. · Konrad Lqrenz. He showed that family loyalty is closely linked to aggressive · .. ·.· ... 

.. impulses,.-,thatrituaJs ofcourting, friendship, m'Ming, and greeting are. often very 
.. · slightlymodified yersions of battl.e behaviors, triu.mph dances; and other. 
' "characteristic motor patter,ns of aggression/' What is taking place when animals 

establish loyal bonds to .each other; then,. i.s a redi,rection of aggressive energies fnto. 
socially productive' ends ,In psychoana lyst'Selm,a'<Fraiberg's SU m ma ry, ~'agg'ression .is 
made over. in the service'of 16vef· ,. .. . ' . ' 

There)s another, darker)mplication to a'l(of thi~:, R.ituc;ili2'.ed family formation is more 
· · than our ladder to cultural success'-!t.is alsoour main bu.lwark against anarchistic 

interpersonal violenc~, sp¢cifically male violence. "Where there; are no human bonds · 
there is ·no motive f()r:the regulation and control Of aggressive urges, II explains 'c 

fraiberg. AS .the numberofmen operating outside fa'mHy commitments rises;' 
the~efore, the .social tempest .in our :Stre~.tS, and schopls grows grimmer. 

t ... /' 

'· 1n p'rior eras, the vast majority ofrnen were routinely.won .over into productiv~ 
fa'mily life. By what forgotten means.· did earlier generations achieve this? .· 

St~dies.pf paternal inyblVem~nt (lrnong both human's andn,onhuman primatesshow 
that a few criticaLfactors make alJthe difference .. Orie precondition is monogamy, 
In'deed, one of the very few plates'other than among humans that extensive 

;.paternal car~ ex,ists .is among the small number of monogamous primates and birds: i. 

A related precondition is certainty of birth~studiesshow that men take care·oftheir 
children if t:hey're sure they arethe fafherand a.re recognized as such. A final factor.· .. 
i,s femal.e encouragement for" fath~ring efforts. Few fath.ers will ~j'et involved unl.ess ·· ·· 
they have the supportof the mother, andlhat rarely occl:irs unless the mother and. 

· fath~r share the same household. · · ··· ·· ·.. · 

.. In other words, the mag}t ingredients needed to tie me~ toth.eir children are the 
ancie~t ones: Sexual restraint and ~n.during marri~g~·; . 

~ ' -

.·;. 

1; ·,· 

~\ ' 

',-'. 

;;, I 
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.. Si.nee' mothe~s, so vulnerable to male.desertion/are especially dependent on the 
maintenance of strong fa.mily .discipliries.i .it.'s astonishing that women would ever ... 

· collaborate in weakep~ng the.nuclear: family. And historically, women did no such 
thing. There has. b,een a change, howeve·~; overthe l~st30 ,years. The sexual 
revolution, feminist proselytizingj and: the expan'siOh of gove'rnment entitlerhents 
have weakened the case for .sex,ual r~str~intand male responsibility. By abandon'ing 
much of their traditional effortat braking sexual behayior and moving instead .· . 

.. toward the "every person for himself'.,pOsJtion that has lo'ng been the sexual creed .. ·. 
ofselfish males, women have. qnleasl1ed Cl new. c;ruelness iri our homes and .• ' 

· communities.· · · ·· · · · · · , 
' .. 

Changed laws have also da'mped.downresponsible fatherhood. In her much:
·.·. trympeted book Backlash, feministsu~an 'Faludi noted gleefplly that' biolo.gical 

fa.the rs increasingly lack "much of a''.say at alljn;the reproductive process.';The easy 
· ·•· availability ofabortion without any Jimits has completely.altered the'incentives 
· facing a man who learns, he has irnpregn,ated a woman" qutof wedlo'ck. The. 

longstanding sense that a faJher ha,sc:i r;rioral obligation to stick with the mother and .. · 
.. ' provide for his child is being ·replaced by ?I utilitarian selfishness that washesthe 

father's hands of obligation. "~f she wants. to carry the child to term instead of· 
· ..• getting i-id ofit. when ,she has the chapce," goes the thinking, "then raising the l<id is 

her pr9blem."·. · ··· · · · · ·· · · · · · ·· · 

.. Ev.en married h:usbanqs haveho legal ~·ighttoday to be notified of their wives' 
. pregnancies or abortions; mljch less to have any infl9~,nce on the decisions made'· 

, , about.them. Current law :makes it. imposs·iJ)le for a. fat.herto intervene 6n his child's 
behalf if the pregnantmother·is abusing dru'gs ·or alcohol.: Reproduction has been 

. completely Privatized as a female choicei a female right-a female problem;. Writer . 
Nancy Pearcey describ'estbis as "a blirid spot of the.feminist movement;'' which . 

. is()lates women'"'atjust that ppint,where male responsibility needs to be jolted." . 

Aut,hor CathyYoung.notes.:that.the insistenteo.n..•absoJute female autonomy in.all 
reproductive hiatters discourages ·fi:lth©rly involv~m~nt. She observes that women . 
today can, an6do, getrnen tQ impregnate·them unawares. She quotes a single 
.mothe.r''s explanation of why she conceiv.ed her babywithoutseeking .the father's 
q:>hseht: ;)It didn't matter·what hewantec:l.becaus'e I knew what] wanted.';• 

•" : . 

"''.' 

Young notes t'hatfathers of all so.rts rio~Jace 'public attitudes and legal poli'ci~s that 
·.suggest they are simply not important. Judges sometimes make it difficult for . . .. ' 

•, fathers to remain involved with their children after divorce, fo.rihstance,. This. is no 
way to get. men more invplved intheir children's lives. "Is it fair or realistic," asks 

. Young, "for women to say to men: The child you.conceive is none of your business if 
.: that's what I decide, but 'y'ou have fo care fo'r it if that's what I expect?" ... 

·.; ,;( ·. :"r ' ' , .: • ,, ' , 

'. Femini~t Barpara Ehrenreich blandly Urges thatwe'"atc~pt1' father disappearance···· 
. "as a historicalfaft accompli and begin. t6 act on its economic con'sequences for 

· women",--by which she means we shoUIC:Lincrease welfare spending for single . , 
rliothers. This.is a disastrous miscalculation of.thelong-term tolerability offather 
flight~ and ofits reversibility: Ehrenreich also misµnderstands the causes of what 

. ·· she characterizes as·';the male revolt:" In truth, th,e turn aWay from fath.erhood is• 
·. not just a "revqlt" by men but a push".pull phenqmenon,.·with age~old•male · 

wanderl.ust oeing released and fecfby' ill-advised social changes :that downgraded 
' . ' : ' . . , - ' . : •'.. .': .. ': ' . : ~ 
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· fatherly role.s. This was don~; much of .it' can be undo'ne>. 
'· ' ;•' ·'. . . ·. " ,·. ·. ; -,.· ... -

·• Ar:id. it should be.,.-" because meekly accornrnodating m?ile absence from the family 
· would.amount to a permanen~ surrender t.o soc.ial mi!?.ery and chaos. Ehrenreich . 
·• herselfseems aware of the risks:when she worries aloud: "Are we acquleseing io a 
future in which men yvill alwaysbe transients in t'he !lyes of women and never fully 
medihers of thehumahfami.l~Y[i';Her final 'co:ndu$ion, though, reeks of fatalism an'd 
surrender: ,Womer;i',·she.argues, should Jive independently onstate-guarante.ed .. 
inc'omes because thestate is 1.essb'othersome than .. hard-:to'-rnanage men.' (She has. 

· .. ·company .in this opinidn. When actress MI~helle Pfeiffer announced her decision to ·· 
'staysi'ngl,ewhile becoming a 111other,.she expl.ained, "fdori~twant some gu)'iri my 
.life forever who's g'oing to· be ~drlV'.ing rne :du ts."). · · ··. .· · 
,, , ' . '. ... ··' .; ·. '•. _.. . .. ,- ... 

. · . ·Here we.face the tore issue: The heart of tod~y's f~th~rtTood:bfeakd;wn i'sn't 
· , between fathers and children. It is l:>etweeri fathers and.mothers .. Quite simply, too . 

r'iiany. rnen. and women· are af'sword's points. The damaging flight of men from ; 
'tarnilies, an.d from their di.ildren,Is to a considerable degreejust9 side effect ofthe 
breakdown In comi~y and'' long~term conimitmerit between ri,en and worn en. . . ·,· 

. f- . 

. ·It's true/as Ehrenreich and Pfeiffer say, that establishing a permanent cbop'erative 
'life with a' member of the opposite sex can· bring ml!ch ·bother and frustrating . 

· compromise. In the past, however, pe6ple:have actepted 'this ~sthe ,necessary price 
; :ofcfevotion, la§ting l'ove; and Civilized eXi!;iterice~ Today·'s. wide ac'cepfance of fleeting 

:.-. ., 

. ·' sexua'I trysts against a prevailing background of se·xual separatismrepresen'ts a Very 
;new pattern. And one that cati:tlast. For as journalist Pa'ul Taylor has written, no 

. ;matter how much we· spend on w~lfare trahsfe~s, child suppor.t, crime contrpl, Head, 
. · / : Star,t,andthe like~ "at the iend of the, d?iy, unless.th~ ,vyholE! soeiety aJso''learns how 

· •. tq revalue marriage and rest\ginatize broken relations bet\veen mothers and fathers, .. · . 
none'ofthe restwill matter much. The empirical eviden'ce is in: When marriage 
atrophies,, so does, fath'erhood. ·And so dbes socriety~';: . . , . 

·'I've, argued thatm~n will partiC:ipatein family life only:in!;jofar as they a're C:Onfident · .. 
',,.· • •. tqey will be allowed'fo do SO' in comfort(3,bly male WqyS. Unrealistic domestic . ' 

·. , .expectations leave m:~n frUstr9ted arid uncooperati,ve~ ~sthey becomealienated . 
, ' " they'. tnake themselves S!=qrCe; .and OVE;!r-bqrdened worn en ;,md needy child ten are 

.· lt=ffb~hind;l suggest a more humane and.prac;tical .path:/ · . , . 
. ';. . . . ~ 

··- ..... 

. •Accept thatin most families, ,par~icuJa/ly ~hen the .children are young~ women w'nl 
.·." be the child-rearing masters and nien 'the);e,co~ds~in!'corpnia.nd. , 

.•·,: ':' , .. ~ . . 

•usesocial sanction,s and·eneouragem'ents·to lea'n.h?ird ori:those seconds'"in-, 
. cornrnand to ma,ke ~ure they do not betohi'e shirkers c;ind:•slatkers. 

• Work creatively to re~bricile·child"-re~rihg. realitl~~ with.the a~pirations of. • 
tontemporary womer1 for wider social opportunities a'nd higher status. (Of which the 
largest part, in rny 9pinion, should be a forceful campaign·stressing that ·individuals ',.• 
'engaged in conscientiously training our n·e~t.generation. a·re not wasting thos·e years, · · 
b\,Jt are actually making .gigantic sodal co~.tr,ibUtion~.) .. · .. · · · · '·· ·. · 

• Above all, learn to accept, work within, and then efooy'the po~erful, cruel~ 
'd:elightfUl'impulsions that make up oqr ,L,JnnieltablE;! ·human.nature. If we wilLreject. 

-..... ·-' 

· . . :-·, 

·!-.' 

.··,; .. 
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';· ~~tificial seX.'roles·while avoiding self:·indulg~rice, we can carve out comfortably 
natural 111ale and femal'e roles ever:i inthis rn9dern ~ra.,Fathers ~nd mothers who 

.·.take up their awesome childrearing, duties as qistinCt, overlapping, interdependent, 
pa·rtners VvilUind suc;cess and:happ.iness within easy 're~ch. . . . 

''•. 

'' ,; ' 

.· .. : 

:< . . 

Published in. Does Father Still K119'w .Best? Septe~ber/bctobE)r 1999 
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'J~·J .. :;. «' •• 

:,;J 

'' ... 
·1·.· 

,, 

,'-:•. 

.,. 
·.·· 

', :;: 

•;!,·. 

1.: ·' 

. ··~ 

http ://www. ta~mag.corn/printVersion/print_article;;asp? cirtideID:;::l 7050 

·. 

·' 

512512006 

1· ;' 



, ... 
' ' 

,.,._; 

' .. · ' 
',.; 

, _ _,,.; 

. ,,., 

.. Print.:The.Deep Seci-ets ofGood'Sch0ols ·:, .. 
·f 

.: ', ;• 

. ·~ .•....• · >.·. ,· · .. · •.•. L£ · .. · .. · ... ·.ms ... · ·· .. · ..... ,. ··. ·. ·.· . 
V2MERICAN .. 
· .. · ENTERPRISE 

The Deep Secrets of Gbod SchQ()IS · 
ByKarl Zinsmeister 
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Arn~ricans tell poUsters that improvi~g. schools isjust abcfut their.highest pulJlic 
pnonty today. Yet there 1s no consensus on the best way to do this. l'eopleare 
profoundly uncertain of ;how to judge· the.scads pf faddish educational reforms· now 
in circulation. 9ne of the most constr~ctive,thin,gs· that can bedqne to improve 
education,, therefore, is simply to observe' successful schools in practice. What 
e):<adly does' each offer to students? Why do they·work while others fail? . ·, 

For more than i year now; we've been dqing jOst.thiS sort of obse'rvatiori fo~ you . 
. Our investigators have visited schools,from California to Connecticut, and Michigan· 

to Mississippi. In the pagesthat follow, you'll find14 intriguing profiles of schools 
· .. th;:lttruly.teach. Collectively, tpey ~antelLus•a·l,ot aboutwhatpoqr-to-middling 

. sChoo.ls (and there .are far rl)Ore of these .in our land•than you may· realize} ought to 
,be doing thatthey aren't. '. ' .. . . .. . 
. . . -"' ' ·',. 

The schools y~u're ~b~ut"to tour varyenormouslY~they include publk; private, 
cha'rter, and for:-profit schools; a Catholic school and a Jewish school, a military 
academy; rural boarding schools, big-city schools, schools that are mostly. black, . 

>others that are m'ostly yi.thite, .elementary ~thools ~rndhigh schools. We emphatically .· 
did nntseek institutions that turn out all Harvard students. The nation doesn'.twant 
many more Harvard graduc1tes;the':.nation wants a mix of perspectives, skills, and 

.training. Our prof[les are of .schools tb,af produce 'disciplined, striving, competent , 
, graduates readyto contribute.to America in· one ofthe thousands of ways our 
. country needs help:.__whether tl;lr6ugh academic pursuits, commercial creativity, 

diligent military service, Or justplain good character and decent citizenship. 
• '. ·- . •· '",''.::··,.: . - ' ,1' • 

We picked schcmls tha,t do a lotyJith what they are handed at the start. Obvio1..i'sly a 
·. · . school packed with doctors' ki.ds,will produce high SATscores. Big deal. What we 

··looked. for were)nstitutio_ns that make stro11g forward progre!)s given the '.hurnan . 
,. · potential they begin wi.th"'-advancing children as far as possible from where they 

entered in intellect and 0 character. .· · · · 

A$ much as they differ, it's extremely interesting how n:,a'ny common traits are . ,, 
shared by ·the successful scho,ols we profile. Aremar~ably similar basic formula .. · .. 

· <applies:in almost ·all of these places: high demands, on s.tudents;strict disciplin~, a · 
·strong and unapologetic moral component, intluding a respect for ·religion; an 
emphasis on teachingiptellectual basics, a. preference for tirne-tested books and ' 

·'.curricula, clear standards of dress, grooIT1i,ng, and comportment, and an insistence; 
on politene~s, respect,.and.sou'~tesy, ', · > · .· , . · ... · . . ·.·· . 

·'· ' .. 

And one other thing:' most of these s_chools are comparatively ''hard;" They push 
kids, and demaricLeffort. Thatalorie diSting.uishes them from many other U.S. 
schools.' In ·an artide· ih The Executive Educator/an Israeli mother named Judith . · 
Koren .who relocated her tlJl.'.O children to one of Jhe best public schools in· .· .· ·. .. . 

·Westchester County, New YOrk, lamentsthat"at the start .of the U.S. school year, 
, , 'my son's sixth-grade·class was:getting about an hour ,of homework a day. B.ut after 

three months,, a group of parents complained to.the school thattheir children wen~ 
overworked ... , The teachers cut back Oil assignments." She coni::ludes that "no one 
expects very much of Arn.ericankids,11 cin'd.warns this is 0hy U.S. students often test 

' " ' . .. . .. . . } '·,, ',: ··-· •' .. " . . . .... ·. ·' . 
',{ 

. 1",. 

"' 
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. lqw~rthan.foreign counterpart's. Arriving'fronilsrail, Koren reports, "my si~th- · 
grader wasafull year ahead of his·dassrn'ates in m~thematics, and my third- ' ' 

. : grader-'--who could barely reaq .English on arrival.,--tested only six months below the: 
class average." . ··•·· · · · .. ~ · . .· .· · · · : · ·. . ·· 

. . .," "' . . ,,, . . . .. . 

so what secret formulas, potentt~chriologies, ~ndrich ·financing methods do· 
overseas teachers rely on? How clo they make learning so much fun for their 
students? The .answer is, they don't .. The secretingredientin most successful 
education is cost.free. It is exceedlngly•low-tech. And it has little to do with. fun in 
the simplest sense. That ingn~dient·is broV{ sweat. · ·· < · 

. Koren describes howtwo British womens he krio~s ,bec;am~ effective essayistsancl . 
· speak~rs. "Each week, they'd had homework exercises Jike this:· While preserving 

every essential point,reduce a '100-word essay to SO words 1th en to 20, then to 10 .. 
ReduceSOO wOrds to 50, 1,000 words to lOQ. Week after w,eek, year.after year. A· 
grind? Sure it's a grind. Wh.O said literacy is easy?Jttakes practice. Few kids warit 

... to put in. that amount of work. The sch,bolshave to •demand it." (By the way, anyone' 
·· tr-ained in this method should contacf tne irnmediately:.....I.havea joqwaiti_ng.) · · ··· 

.. '··_,_ 

Though the{ hardly ever act forcefully.qn th'eirknowledge, most Americans now 

<·· 
·:,.: 

·. ~understand that their local schools,are notdemanding enough oftheir pupils. A . . 
·national survey funded by th.e Fordham, .. Gund,.Ma'cArthur, and ·Olin Foundations just· 
released this fall fbund that only 9 percentof parents say teachers are putting 'too · 
much academicpressure on their child. Only 10.percent say their child is getting too 
much homework. )ust 11 percent say their child's school d,oes tqo much testing. · 

q'ueriecl whether they WOuldsupport a requirement. at their chil,d's school of summer, 
classes for students who can't meet uriiform stand.ards, 8,1 percent .of all parents· · · · 
answer yes. More thantwo-thirds,say they would Javor h.c;irder standards even if.·.· 
their, own chitd were sent to surnmer,.schooJ or even held back a grade.. · 

. Beneath the big corrimonalities of highstandards .a'nd mind-stretching demands, 
•, however, th~ best schools vary widely in classroom practices and educational .• ,' 
'techniques~as.you'll see wh·en you read t~rough o,ur mosaicpf profiles. This is to be 
expected in.an undertaking si;>,deeply persbn~I as education . 

. ·. , I learned a lesson in this ~egard during my early ,years as a fat'her; One humbl.ing ·· 
. aspect pf raising children for r1:1e was discqveririg· how much youngsters can differ, 
· even with.in the sarl1eJamily, and how stron·g each child's iriter.nal predisp'ositions · 

tend to be. Rearing children i~ not like kayaking, where y,ou point the boat precisely 
. where you _want to go; it's more like saiJing-yow take the prevailing force as a given' 

· , and simply try-to redirect it .. Jf you're good, and.lucky, yoU'llzig-zag your way to . 
· aboutwhere you'd Hketo be; But be prepated tb ro.11 with the·seas. .· .· · · 

..,. ••• • , " • t :· • •• • • •< • ·. :. t 

... Every child has peculiar capabilities and needs,and. an innate direction of his. or her 
.·.own, Effective schooling, like effective parenting,.must b,egin-by acknowledging this·.·.·. 

reality. Some children are. deli.cate and ·in .need of extra sensitive treatment; others 
will be ru.ined w:ithout·a whip hand. Some students thriveqri independent . · ·· .. · 
coursework,. others.,desperately need structure'dq,ay·s and inspired guTdailc~. Some 
chilqren are bursting with quirky gifts, others hqVe a fire for cbmpetitioh burning 
within the.ir breasts, yet others wUI achieve precisely as much,· or as. little,. as is ··. 
denian<;led Of them~ So.me youngsters gb through s~veral ofthese phases <:it .· 

· differentpoints in th~ir li\i!=s: ' ' ' 

·· . ?chools tnusttaketh.e diffedng·.natures bf.chlldren[nto :account.To a con'siderable 
degree, this is. a sorting exercise. There are, to put it ?imply, .certain children who 

. shoLJld never darkenthe door of a military academy, yet others who will blossom:· 
;.;· . ·, ·• . . : •. ' .· ' I . . ·. ,. .,.. • 

! ... ••• 

~" . 
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. only in ·~ne. When k comes to w~iting, memorizing, learning languages, pursuing . 
science, absorbing· music, obtaining religious training1 exploring athletics, there is.·· 
no,tstrictly one answer to educational excellence;' Rather there are multiple answers 

.for children of .different ages" Origins, and temper~ments. Jo reach his maximum ... · 
poteritial,the fatherless inher-city .. 'boy wiHsometirnes require a different regimen 

.·from the rural.girl, or the offspring 9f cjual.:-ca,ree,r suburban.ites. (Of course Horace 
Mann, the father; of American 'public schooling/thought justthe opposite-insisting 

·th.ere was one "scientific" meth.od by whic.r alLchU,dreri should be educated;,)·. 

Ed~cation is a humane undertaking-a people busine~s~a~d "as with>6ther peopie 
,businesses I suggest y.Jhat we really need if we're going to succeed is a bloom qf 
competing option!:i. They all need to be serious, de.manding, and .clear:-eyed'. And 
they musts.hare certain universa.ls of truth, common language,joint,history, and . 
tradition. But these fundamentals may be.pursuedthrough ayariety of metQods arid. 
mechanisms. 

It may seem paradoxical to argue that .all successful scho.ols share certain basic · 
assumptions whHe at the same time sayingthere is no single right way to educate . 

. But .after you've read our J4 profiles I think you'H concur. The Frederick Douglass 
Academy in Harlem and the.Benjamin .Franklin Charter Schools in Arizona could . 
hardly be' more different culturally, ye(they .are educational blood brothers.· · . ·· 

. . I' >'' ., • , ,',.· ' • , . 

Because we needwide choic~st9suitdifferlngcircumstances, we ought to be 
encouraging competition among schooling alternatives/We should require every.• · 

· ·school to disclose its results, theri let pe;irents and children select the best matchfor 
· .their situation:-without_ pointlessly eljminaprig alternatives Uke private or religious 

schools. As even arch:-l1beral Bren.t Stapleswrote recently;."the argumentthat , 
millidns ofchildren. must have their lives spuffed~outby failing schools and . ·· 

. incompetent teachers just to keep impreghablethe wall between church. and state 
has worn thin in millions of homes, including my own? .· · · ·· 

The great-andtragic-irony is thatwhile educqtlon 'is one oflife's und~~takings 
least suited to one:'size""'fits~aH production1 America~s c1,Jrreht system of publicly 
financed schools is one of the' most unifor;tn and monopolized portions of our · 

. ·society .. Comp;are the way we school to the way VoJ.e provide doctorin'g; or housing, hr· 
·.· even college education. ·· · · · · · 

Our liberal elites love to criticize cookie~cutter shopping rnalls, standardi~ed 
highways, and assembly:-line hamburger chafns. Yet they haven't a .word to speak 
against the autQmaton blunderings ~f public education rr:ionopOlies. For a glimpse of 
,how ~~ich and multi..:faceted childhood ed~cation could be in' a freer world of de-· ... . .. 
monopoli;z:ed education, please wand~rthrough the classroom doors we open for you 

.starting on page 18~ · · ··· · , · · · · · · 

,. ;. 

. - . -

; . . . . . . './ 
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... J.he Election's Over--Ndw Fight the War 
By Karl Zinsmeister · ·· .:· - ":; 

i ·. 

Thi~ i$ n 't j ~ sta nY' fa Ii se a~o n i ~ Arn ~~i~a. 0 u r nali ciniS at war. I nstea cj of r~ki n g 
.·.leaves in their backyards.>muriching freshly picked a'ppl~s·~ and shopplng:for hbliday ·· 

turkeys; tens ·Ofth()U$ands ofpur neighbors and; friends and felJOW Citizens are , . . . 
. currently at risk ori'foreign soiL They get ~P every day, pull,onbody armor al}d .. 

. 'helmets, and set'ofr'on dangerous missi9ns whose success or failure could '.· 

. · ultimately.affectthe liyes of ITliHions.·p(pedple.···sqme of'.these Americanswill die .• 
And.fhey'are.,dotng this on.my beh.alf c;ind yburs.:. . .· . . . . .. . •. > 

• ,,' I'•.> • •, • ': ' ''.•::, ,·:.,"• '\.. \' ' ."' • 

.. ' 

.. Tm ihtenti68ally w~lting 'abo.Cit V'Jh~t Amedca shbulcf do hext inlraq \/'Jith~·utknowing· 
0ho our he'xt C:omman'der.""in-ChiefWill be"''.'.,forthis task.is .bigger than political . . 
per!;ionalities, and th~ nation will-have to make steely choic:es no matter who leads' • 
us; To me;the ·sharpest ind,ictment in·zei{Miller's'speech at the Republican ··. . 

.. cbrwentionwas hisf-'ec0Uecti9h·.o.fho\N carefulWendell Wilkie,Waswhen he ran for 
President in 1940 to avoid ·making -hay against FDR. in a way that might undermine 
America's.poshion in World WqrII. Mille($· expression .o(regret tl'fat his Democrat.ic 

· .. Party was 11otsi.mllarl:Y able··tq run a political campaign today wittloL!t undercutting 
>: qur national,i.:var e,ffortwasjust: right,. Whaf was John. Kerry's chie.f spqkesman 

.thinkiQg whenhehanded Iraq'~.gangste,n; a ready-made openingby calling Prime 
Minister Allawi 1 ''an American pu'ppet';.? Ho_w'sickeriing'to 'see' An'1.~r:ica;s life~and~death .. 
fight.qgainst:)rpplacable enemj~s.tosse,d ... into tne fir:e t6 heat. the boilers of_ partisan . .. '" · 
pp !Jtrcs . , · ·· . . , > · · . . · · · · 

;.'. ,,·. 

f., 
';· :.1;. 

Pre,sidentscorT}e and'.Presidents. ~fo, but'p'estilenteriemies of f\merica will always be 
• lurking; probing for cracks in our fol.Jndaticin; ghawing·atthe boards and .shutters of 

our homes, w~tching us, fester:ihg, plotti~g~ Miqdle Eastern ·exfremists hated us·· · · 
. ·.when Jimmy Carter safin th;e 'white'Ho8se; the~'bumiliated our riation,in Tehran on. 
. His watch .. They: resented usu ntjer Ronald Reagari',,ari'd kille.d ou(Marines ih . 
.Lebanon as we tried to sheltefwar.:.ra.vaged ci.vilians~·They:·~patat us while.George 
Bushthe elder held the r~ins (and.were, surprised .0heri.we struck back for the first 
time in KLiwait}>They loathed America un'der·BillCUntdn, at)d ev'en dare~ to come to 
our.own shores to attack .us-;..not·once but.several tfrl1es. · · · · · · ·· 

i ~ ; '1 , . • ' 

·only o~ $eptembei- 1"1 ~frcLwe .finally begir"l'to pay.attention. Middle Eastern ·· .... · 
.. exfremists:have attac:ked U$ again ~rnd:aga!n':':-dating.·back>at least to'1979.andthe, 
'. kidQapping of U.S. e.mbas$y employ~es by /)..yatollah KhqmeiQL The destr.uction df 

the Twin Towers was merely a gJan(double exclamation mark atthe end ofa 'long 
'paragraph that inc;:llfdes sec.res of.vile attacks, tanging frem the murder of an 

.,, f.merican ret_ii"ee ina wtieelchair aboard the AthiJle.4aur9 to· the Pan Am 103 .· . ..' . 
bombing that ended 27Q lives Jn one boom~ ~anaticsfrorn Islamic nations have · . > 
:struc:k af embassies· cl'nd nightcl,ubs and ba:rracks a"nd:office buildings; They've:killed 
with huge bomqs, ar\d with .!)len'derkniv.e$ 'dravyn across necks .. They:will attack .. 
qgafr1, no niatter'who occupies; our, Whit~ House. · · 

-, \ ., . . ·,_ ~--... .' 

·:,·,,. 

,··.,.· 
:·.· .... 
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Americans need· to start thinking of our war against Middle Eastern terror in the 
·same ways we approached our long str:uggte ag?iinst'Cor'nmUhism and our harsh-. 

· ,, '·. · fight to stop the Nazis iri times past. We mustbe'preparedfor what JFK called a · 
'.'fong:,' twilight struggle," and remember' his pledge that.the ·u.s~· would .... payany 
pric.e, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, opp9se any foe, in 
order to assure the survival and the 'success of liberty."f?lnaticism rooted in the 
Islamic world is the giant challenge facing the current ge·neratioriof Americans; we 
will simply not be secure and free until that, part.of the world is pacified'; Americans· •. 

. ' understood this after the horror of 9/H.~. But too many 'with .short attention spans : . 
. ha·ve already forgotten what itwas t_hat dragged us to· Afghanistan, Ir~q, and: other · 
<J1ellholes·; and why we can't just return to,ouYblithe innocence of September 10, , 
2001. •' '• 

', ., . 

As we decide what.to qo next :inthe waron terror, the firststep. is to remind · 
. ourselves.of the high stakes: We are fightingJprmidable;cHld merciless global•· 

enemies; They have the ability fo crippl~ our~conbmy,to d?lmage our culture, to . 
. .undercut our intemationalposition, .arid tp kill any one of us:· OLJr children .will not be . 

·safe until this danger is. eradicated. This' (s a 'real war, a diffuse one, but one,as · 
. serfous as any we have fought ih the past · ' · ·· · · · 

: The second thing we must do,' a~ we assess tHe w~fr ,against terr.or, is to think cle~·rly 
,and·with some histprlcal perspective aho·ut the·costs~ It's ·very reasonable to ask 
whether our fightsin Afghanistan, Iraq, and ()ther locales are worth what we are• 
expending in blq9d !:)nd treasure. Can we. aff9rd this struggle? 

Ih 20041 the.U.S. spent 4 percent.of o,ur GDP orfnationa;l-~efense. That _is fa; l~s~ . 
than theio percent of national 9utp0t consumed' by military efforts. during the 
Vietnam Vyar. It is but.a drop i.n the bucket compared to the38 percent ofGDP 

; ' eaten up by defense during World War I'1~ . ' , 
r,'', ,'·· • <i, , I ' ' 

. · .· ... Lastye~r when Congr,ess was wrangiirlg ove(the request f;r $20 b_illion to help 
'',', 

. ' rebuildiratj,·Iwent searching for, baselin'esagainst which I.could measure that . •• 
IJlind-nur;nbing sum. (did some math and dl!?cover,ed that Americans will spend $3.7 · ·. · 

...... billion ·this year ori salty snacks like pretzels and potato chips. We'll collectively. ..· 
sperryd $31 billion on candy. Can we afford '$20 billion to l;lelp set a free Iraq on its , 
feef? vyemight better ask whether, we cari afford not to. Particularly when you 
·consider fhatjust the immediate darnages done to the. U.S. by the attacks of9/11 
have been·estimated at $161 bil.lion .. ·· · .· · 

And then th~re are the costs iri lostservicernen .• Afl of us mourn these deaths arid 
injuries (some of them peop·le l ca.me .t:o ad~ire du~ihg mytimes· in Iraq). But the~e 
has· never been a war' against wrongdojng without losses, and there never will be, · 

:i Over, thefdur years of World War IT~ the U.S:fost an average of .300 men every 
·single day. In.Iraq we· are losing an average bfless than twoperday. Bear in mind 

· • also that just keeping our 'commurijti.es saf~ here{ at home. costs us one prave. · · 
J • Arneric.an aboyt every 29 hOurs--pe,liCe. offic~rs, prisQn guards; .. firefighters, etC:. We 

·are fortunaJ~. beyond words to J1ave milli'on~ of men and women-willing to expose · 
" themselves to those risks so their fE;!llow .. citizens can remain .safe!:, There is an 

,, inesccipable blood price for civilization, and the guardian$ of the peace who serve 
h~re at home, and our sqldiers who fightpverseas; pay it for th.e rest of us. · 

'}· 

'·. ·, ~ 

.. ,'·;-' 
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Having given sorne.'soberthotight tb the costs of the war on terror, the third thing 
.. we need to ask ,is "Whatare the benefits:.,.bott"l those alreaqy realized and .those 

.·potentially down. the, road?'.'Here are a few. of our accompiishments sihce 2001.: 
' ,.- . ' . . . . ,, ' 

· .· • For more than three years, the~re ha~e ,been °no terrorist attacks on U.S. soil. 
"As some.of mysoldieracquaihtanc:e~.put it, we are now playing an away .. 

·' schedule, with the fighting. in.this yvar having been shifted to the other guy's ·· 
backyard-,.whic:h i$ what an arlJly is·· fpr~ . · . . . 

• Acc6rdingJo·separate studies fromJhe 'stotkholm Inte'rnation.al Peace . 
· ... · Research Institute an.d Canada.'s Project Ploughshares, both. the number of . 
. · · people killed in w·ar and the. number of coilfl.itts acrqssJhe globe fell to their· 

lowestlevels in the. post-World War II era during the last Year, Claimsthat the 
world is now in·cha.os are wro.ng.' . .. · . . ·. ·. . 

• About two thirds o(al-Qaeda's leadership ·has now b.e~n killed or captured, its 
communications choked .. off, its t'undr~ising disrupted, its training sites and 
sanctuaries eliminated.' . F . 

•'instead of aiding. al~Q~eda 9s in the ,past, Sa~'dis a.nd P~kistanis and Gulf Arabs 
· · have' begun pitched battles .againstthe netwO:rk. · ·. · · · , · · . . .. ' 

• The Pakistanifingthatwas sell
1

ing nuclear.techriblogy to rogue nations' like . 
. · Nbrth /(orea and.Li by~ wa,s 'exposed and. brgken yp!n 2004. .·· · .· . . · 

.. ·. • Sobered by Saddam's fate, Libya renounced. terror and nuclear proliferation·~ , .. 
· ~nd Syria has announc;ed it'will accede to U5. pressure arid pull troops out of 

Lebanon, where it has long incubated internatioraiterrorists. Under ':;imilar · 
US. pressure, the S~udis have,finall.y stated they are wiJlingto allow women 

.. to vote int~efuture~. : •.••.. · · .. ·.·.· ' · .· .. · .. · . . · .... · · 
• In Afghanistan and Iraq, morethan 50 million people who previously lived·· 

under two ·Of the cruelesr''governments on Earth ,are free fo choose their~wn; • · 
leaders for the first time ·•ever. · · ,, · · · · ·· 

• And· Saddam Hussein; one of the imost.htq'eous ·~espots on the, globe, will soon 
face courtroom j(Jstice at the ·hands' of his own victims. · · 

I !•\,•', ; ' • .. • ' ). _ ' !~ • , I , 

' . . I'. . . , ,·,·;, 

/'': ·. None of these are Snlall matte.rs'; We mustresistthltemptationtobecome bla~e 
. abo.ut such accomplishments. Hist()ricins .will look back 'at I'll any of these as rnajor 
· milestOnes. And if you look ,over the full roster'you begin to see that perhaps.the· . 
' $a,crifices of our .soldiers and our taxpay.ers have not b,eervcfruitles.s or 

. >:·unconscionable afte'r all.·. ··· · · ·· · · ,, , · 

· .. 'And the very top potential behefit of today's tough fight in .the Middle E:ashs a work · 
.· still in progress--namely, our' effort to nurture, governments/that can s;~rve a~ · 

/.beacons tow.a.rd a less ·cruel way of living. The real mpnster behind 9/11 was' .not 
Osama bici Laden; he was merely.the imtT1ediate threat; The dee'per problem is the 

. a·byssmal history bf oppressive 'rule thrpughout the JV1iddle East. Amongst the 22 
Arab nations, there are exactlyzero: decent~ self-g6veq1ing demo,cracies. 'The· . ' 
·~freadfuJ goverhrnents that have immiserafodthese cbunfries forthe last several · · 
·generations have produced only onething in abundance: a·.bumper crop of · 

homicidally.frustrated young men eager tq take out their shame and envy on more 
' successful nations. ' ' 

.',,.' 

, America dispatched froops to Afghanistan·a,nd. Iraq :to overturn their ruling partie.s 
(two of the very wo~~t qn the globe) because vie realized. that until that region has 

,'<'·: .. 

• "< .. 
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models.for mo~e ,h.umane arid represe,ntatiye goyernanc,e,; resentful killers wilJ keep .' 
pouring ·out. to savage LJS• This. isa tough assignrrl'~nt, but We have no choice. It. is · 
har~""nosed pradicalitythatmotivates tpday'.,s effort to.remake these cradles of 

Je,rror, npf some so·rt of .drearny Doo Quixote.cru.sade for democracy. Until there is, 
'change ·in thatforbidding ratio--.22 •. states~. zero decent gove~nments--the stiadow,of 
Middle. ~.~stern vio!ehce 'will hang heavily over us~ · ' · · · , 

.Whilefighting tC> establish l~ss.despotic govern~ents in·Afghanistan a~d Iraq.is th~ 
,righ.t waytc) solve our ultimate'problef11;,it islousy 'politics.The politically smart. .. ·, 
thing for .President: Bush wou·I~ 'have bee'hto knock offthe,:Taliban; du$t his hands1 ; . · 

·.and ann0unce that he ha.d saved America. He co'uld have basked in the easy wiri ,· 
·and then coasted t6·re·elecdon;Th.at is m.o+e .. or.le§>s the strategy all American' .. 

,, ·pr-esidentsfollowed in the Middl~ Eastfor more.thar+ a quarter century: Respond to· 
· attacks with pinpr,ick reprisals,,Jeave the entrenched despots alone in the interests'. 

ofquiet, punton alltough cases, and.hand the problem off to the next.guy. That ;'. 

/.. 

·· · eventually. culminated ·in.a .. coloss'al rparih Jower'Ma:nhattan, a'hole in t:he,Pentagori/ 
i'.rnd scores pf tom bodies in a Pen~$Y.lvaoia·field.> · · · , 

Had Geo,~g.e w. Bush tak~n thate~sy,.pcith, he would ha.ve been much safor ··.· . .· . 
politically. But America wol.Jld ·not have .been safer. The President deserves credi,t for 

: tackling the ·deeperTllness, for extending the fight outward tothe next Circle, for ; 
, r'putting'our enemies on .the.defensive onJheir own'turf, ahd using his Presidency to, ' 

,' ' tl,e,an out Jong-festerin,g spres, ratb~r,,than simply b~wing to ·the shortsightecj course '! 

·that w9uld have l:)roughtthe_ least eiectora.1 risk. · · · 
' ~ 

';·; ' ' . ;;· ... ~ 

Ancl''now that. the· J1~ct,ion is behincf;Hs, T hope we ·as a· nation Will get very tough-··. · 
n;'!i~ded about what to do next. A~ 'Becky Gtbsori, n)other of a young ·paratrooper ... 

··.who served in Iraq,: .wrote to me recently, "We are:,Jn a .• war: Lives a·re oh the. line .. 
We need to, hu.nker down and unify and let the systems work.".· 

'.-~ .·.,, 

Tommy Franks, who·plpnned the;'carhpc:ffgnsthat unseated .the Taliban an.d tffe 
: . ., Baath Party, .has ~ar'ned 'that "We haye:a tender,icy·:to·blame qu.rselves for things · 

that w.e ought no,t. America, is not r~sponsible for terrorisrri"ag~inst America'. 
Terrorists are responsible."·"He recently told' P,arade magazine; grimiy I that "The 
terrorists read oor papers and''see our n.ew's, arid the enemy is,'.being given to .· , . .· · ' 

•· .believe ,that they ;are winning .• ;· The .. U.S;, .he says wit.h distress, "has.to'stop floggin,g 
:; itself;". ~.nd i'rist~a?fight fo v.iin,., .·. · · ·· ' ·. · · · · · · · .· . 

.. , 
· ·. Wars are,hotspofting,tnatches; they, are hard, they·are ugly, .they can. be lohg; We 

.... don't enter.them l'ightly,but when we de, y.ie:niust .. show the stamina and ferocity to. 
. ,win. Asjoumalist Mic;:tiael .Kel·ly. (Who·died)n 'IraqJas,t year) encouraged Americans 

never to forget, "accepting death is indispensa,ble to. defeating' death.", ' :. ' 
. •' . . . . ... '\ ~-. . ' ' . 

•', ·-'· 

,;.!. 

r ,'' 

. ,·.: . 

_;, 

We 'forget that despite metkul,ous planning,.~rnd the. application of every riatibnal ' 
resource, it took the demise of 2,500 brave soldiers in 24 hours forthe U.S. to. . 
prevail. on o:..day. we forget how many, "s'crew-upsi•: and 1'.setl:>'ac~si• (as they would'': . 

:, now be quickly. labeled) occurred in critical victorie$ like Normcindy;, the Battle ofthe • • . . i - . • 

. . ·~ 

· · · Bulge (where" our soldiers were sent to:Jight in wai,sf·deep snow without winter·• .. ·· ... 
clc:>t.hing), c)riwo Jima (where }'Ve lostnearly.7,000 Marines contesting a godforsak~n.· ··.• ... 
storiy island, measuringjust three miles by.four fT1iles~ ih the 111ic:Jdle• of nowhere). In 
this age of instant gratification and fanta~ie·s of·painless, .push:-button victories, we 

. -\' ' . . ~ -:_ - ' -. ''"" . . . ... '. ' '• . : .' . ' . . .. - :, . ·,;' 

°!,' •••• ' ' •.,, ,.I. 

·:,-; 
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'in1ust· nofforget how fierc~ly ~r,neric~ris .• havealways hacfto fight to protec't oyr ' · .. 
. uri'lJ,sual freedoms, We recall.the glohous·:suc¢esses.pfthe·past while overlooking·.· .. 

. . • what it tqok' to ·earn them. . · · · · ···· · · ·. · • . · · · · 
·}.\ 

Wear~ ~ow a year a,nd a half lntothe Iraq War, At a·sir].p~r stage in the Fren~h and ·· ·. 
'Indian Wars, George Washingt9n:vJ'~s ·disastrohsly:be9te'ri in' a fight where his unit of .. ' .. 
<i,400 men took 900;casualties arid' e~de,;tup running awa:y; (Washin9ton himself.·.·_.·.··• 

· ···had twO hcirses ,shotfrom under him, and'toOkJoLm bullet$,, through his coat,) At. ·· • <_'\; 
aboutthi.s point in WashingtOn's''qex,texperience· of _war;, the American Revbluti()n, ·. 
the Continental army had depleted· 90 percent pf: its military strength whileJosing ··· .... · .. > . · 
every single battle since the Oeclaratidn of Iridepen.denc¢. 'Mbst pf the· remaining ' •. 
5·oj,diers declared they were gbing to'g.o .. horne,when thei,r'enlistments expired, arn:l in ' 
many parts ·of the new natiorrcitt;z:ens were· pledging fre:Sh ,oaths of allegiance to. the . 

. ·.· · .. tyran'tKing George. .. · · · · . · · · ·· 
.·, ,, . ;.·.·.· 

' . .,,. .'>(·.,/?--:-.· .·' .. 

'A:Vear and Cl· half into the dv,iJWar,,~ee had actuplly i~v'aded the North.The federal 
'army that .marched 'ori Richm6nd ha.dbeen beaten .. v~hth tens of thousands of •• ·. . · '. · 
. casualties. Washingtqn,. D.C. was orfthe brink.of beil)g overrun, and it looked as if .> 
the divi$ipn of the cou'ntry and continuedslaviry.were'.inevita61.e. ·".·· .. · · ·' · · · 

· )\; year a n<J khalf in
1
to Us. inv.01v~meQ.t1m World ~~rrf;tt,,e Japanes~ had ia ken 

. ·. ' . >corfrrol bf all 9ft,he ~a'cific and Southea~t Asia; 'bµr British aJlie~ h.~d suffered the ... 
,.. _mostcatastrophic defeat"ifl their_ history iwhen they 'lqst 1.301DOO fighting ·men in 

Singapore.~Jhe Japanesehadjus't asthuMpingly ejected.theu,s. from.the· '' •. · 
... p.hilippjnes, an·d ti ad actually occ;upled Arner.icari solL'ih Alask'a for most of a'yea·r. It· > 
tc,ok 1,00.d Am~rican dead (m'ore than qur combat 'casualties' .ir;i Iraq)merely to eject; 
the ener;ny' frorp thei'r Aieutiap I$1and fgotbold over: a few c:f~ys!h theseventeenhi . · 

... -•rnonthof the war~ In Europe; ineanwhile1 the eritfre'c9ntinerit had fallen, death 
· ·· camps like Treblinka had just open,ed, and G~rman submarines were in the proce?s 

. · of wiping out our Atlantic shipping. · " . · .. 
'-'1. I ~- " 1 ; 

.:·j! 

•.• ,f"1 

,,·1' 

.·" .. ·;· r. ·.:,•, 

·.We've had sornetough momentsin Iratj'fhisyea'r. But.e'verY:war hcislow.pointsthat; .. 
· v'ict.orious·natioris.mustgrind'through~The.dJJferen<:;e·between.dvilizations that · . · ·· ··· ,,. 
triun;iph and,dvilizations that s'urrender Js dften·:?irriplya rhatfor .of keeping your;. ·--~ 
d~termfnation.and fightingspfritintactthrqugfrthe'dqwr:i pays~ Having spent:months. 
embedded witl] combatttoops iri Jraq·sil')ce the war'began I have 'no illusions that 
t_here is anything easy about this~~ ,Butthet¢·ar,e'some challenges iniife that cgnncit · .. 
be.evadecL ··. · · .... · · .. ·.'·• · .. · · ·1c .. · · <. .:: >, · ·. · · ·· .. · ·.· ···-·.· , .. · . ·'· · 

·rt t'ogk'years for' th~ u .5:-to lal1rich, hurAarie 'den\otr,aty in:Germany. and Japanafter. 
World War rr.·rn just1Rmonths in .fraq we ·l]a,ve·made 'import9nt progress. The ·. 
Shiite middle that is going to doniin.ate-ilra"q (a rnuch·lessfanatiC:al group than daily 
h~cidJines imply) has stuck with us through m~qy,~rials.' !: · , 

- . ' ~ . '. ' ~ . . . . ' '· 

;'.~ . 

,Today's best estjmates arethptthe arm~d lns~r~'~ncy; nuJ11~er$ about2o,oo0· · ....... ; 
· ..... ·•·fighters .. ln a nation of26,rniHion;>"that means about o'ne o~t of'every,l,3QO.Iraqis i$ 

a yiOlent ins'urgent'.Toput a littiepersp'.ectiv@ on that, conside.rthc;it one out of. . 
. ·.· every305Americans is Cl Hindq~ lniridu~·· in.Ar,rieH~a;. Jn:other words~ .are fourtir;nes 

· .. .. ··": .... :. 

. ' 
··--" 

.·.'. ·· ... 
. '" 

,;. ,.· . ·-~m.ore COm.mori ·"tharl',·arm\~d lrisu-r-.gents'·;id' lr~i'"q ... ·: :,:: -· ... 
'- ·.,. ". . , · . ··', , ._. . · ,_· .. · ..... __ ·. ·-... ,, :r.''1: 

.. ;.·.,_ :·-
, (" 

2~tme ~ckhowl~d~e fhai the forr~ri$t.i'll~.ve a· hold.~ver ~any.-lraqiS;, But i~ isthe 
.., . . - . ,: ' . . ' '' ... -~: i : . ,. . - ' . . . ' . . : . . . . ' . . . . . . , ;/ .. 

' I ' • ' 
•"[ 

·•;.'. .. ,·,,·, .... ;_ 

,:: .... , l' -
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· · hold of fear, not of 'iove. Inpolls, sev.en ouLoften Iraqis say they believe. the-lives ·of · · 
.. tt"i,eirfamily members will bein'dangerifthey are seenJo be cooperating with the,: 
·· ·n~wgovernment. We have nbfdone enough.to makedecent:Iraqis feelthatit is · 
··sate to stand u'p a'rid be counted. "J'.hat needs to change. But fearing the insurgE!nts 
and supporting thern are very different things; ' ' ., ' 

' :-'· 

' : L~t me also.acknowledge that 20,000 s~dj~tic gq;eriH~s·; many of ,them well-trained ' 
in the black arts of violence, can c;:ause seri:ous problemsaltb'y themselves, .. ·•· ' 
Particularly since, Jacking good hu.rhan intelligemce in Jraq, we have not been able to 
pick out the pira,nhas. as they swim tt1ro4.9h a sea of o'PciinarY lraqis-'"striking,then 
meltihg behind 'women and children. But Iraq is not Vietnarp,..,~its resistance isnot a 

·mass movement. .ther~ is no .Ho.Chi Minh,, no popular platform;'rio.bottomless well :· 
.. of fOot soldiers·, no China or Russia qn the·border;constraining O!-Jr responses. 

: ' ~ \ ."·1 >. . '' ' - . ' 

•. Better reporting wou,ld' make this ·clearer, The ,l\meridn· public ~hould have been 
told; for instance, h.ow reli¢v¢d,the residents of Najaf were when U.S. and Iraqi 
forces kicked Moktadci s:adr'~ gangsters out.oftheirc\ty at the end ofthe summer. 
Jhiswas a major and hard.:won vic;:tory, athleved lhr6qgh· c:i savvy combination of 
relentless military pressure an:.d cagey diplomacy.'Thousarids of Sadr's fighters were · 
killed without signifi,cant, U.S.~ losses (I know one(U.S. cavalry unit that killed 700 . 
members of the· Mahdi army without a single fatality of their own). The sacred ., 
·shrine that Sadr's f9rces ha.·d ni'ade their'base of operations(par~ly hoping-we would 

.· O:d,amage it, inflaming public opi[lion) was saved:·Un'it~ of the Iraqi army began.to .. 
. coalesce as a fighting force~ Ahd Iraq!s top Shijte'clerits,most of whom live inNajaf, 
.hun'g with us through many travails (lose.them and we've lost the war). ' 

. ;. . . ,· ' ' ; -'·!-': - ·.. , .• . i - ,. 

· Thls is.an achievement'~e ~~hbeveryprdud of,and'·'a battle model we can replicate 
.. elsewhere; G:hastenedby the body bldw he took in Najaf, Sadr is now mulling a shift 
to peaceful pqlitiCS;lfhe a'nd his militia revertto violence, I believe they will ,be' 
crustiec;:ljn a cli.mactic bat.tleTn SaWCity. l als.o'believe the U.S. military and our: .· 
Iraqiallies now have the strength, fighting .strategy;.andpolitical elan to de.an out· 
Fallujah,the nation's other snake pit, should thi=!Vbecome rieces~ary in coming· · 
we~ks. · · ·· · · · · 

','"1 

Neith~r)rag nor Afghanistariwill look like.S,wit~e/land anytime sdori .. But they don't 
have to . .Ifwe can keepthem ori a path toward 'a ·rough pluralism and stability .along 
the lines ofwhat We·'Ve establisheff·.in the Balkans';thatwjll be an en.ormous . 
accomplishrnent--i'n a part ofttie world where voting, and'}ealconstitutions and .self-
rule have·ne\(er, ever; been seen. before. T,he recent election In 'Afghanistan an·d the 
'optimism now being expressed by the Afgh'an people are high achievements, If we··•·.·. 
are able to pull off even a rough-an'd~ready electipn ·in Irc:fq· in :the· next few month~,, · 
future histcirians will look bac,k'and marveL · · · · · · . .. · 

.Our effort~ to oringcivilityto. Afghanist?ln ~nd. Iraq. are bold gambles,. and there is, .· 
no guarantee we w.iH' succeed. I personally am proud ()ftheway our nation is. ; 
putting itself on the line in ·an 'attempt to unsnarl a'·part bf .the world.that has been a 
source of so much ·heartache(for people all .over the globe, for so ma'ny years. This is 

. a dassically daring and nobfe'American effort-:.:only the latest of several occasi.or:is. 
Where we've stepped forw.ard wtth the aim qf turning history in a less brutal · 
direction·. At th.e same time, this is'no•'fuzzy-headed chase after pie in;the sky; the 
.direct benefits to uscas a peace~loving·people are potentially huge. ' ' ' 
: .. ,.. . . . ·.·· ·, . . '·" . . .. '•. . ·. ·'' ' 

''·,. 

:-. '" . 
' '' 

,, ·, 

,-·\· 
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·· 1s the price ta9 too high? The terrorists are ~cert~inh1 hopif'lgwe'll draw that . . . 
,:· condqsipri. They·fi~ll11Y believe that modern Westerners lack the fortit_ude neces$ary 

to preva-'n in nasty fights. . . ' '. 

''One thi,ng is forsµre:the e'*fremfsts haye fai~h in .QUI" weakness/' noted Tony Blair . 
this'spring. •"And the weaker'we,.are, th.e more they''wHI co.me after us," That's why it 
is·ti_me for usfo pull ourselv,esJogether, fightvery,hard ·and_unsentir'nentally over 
the next.year C>r so, and wih a vital v.ia.r: . . . '· .· 
" ; .. ·. ' : ·,· .. ._ ','' .... .. .... · ,f• . " 

.'.-' 

· Kar/Zinsm.eister is JAE Editor in Chief: ·· · 

. : ··.;,. : 
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