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. - . Print:Three P'sinaPolitical Pod * * .

n ,..}_jThree P'sina PoI|t|caI Pod
1 'f,'fv,_By Karl stmelster

kPOlIthS has three elements personalltles prmcnples and process On the
e .personalltles front, America is currently in: the midst-of an unusually lively. and S
R healthy electlon season. Whatever else may be’ sa|d of today s stable of presndentlal ‘

.- racers, none of them are’ Iacklng in V|gor or sk|II Compared to some of the snoozy, - o o

',’L_dwarflsh contests of the recent past we're W|tnessmg strong: prizefights r|ght now. .-
- -And in"politics as elsewhere st|ff compet|t|on is the best way to separate the worthy -
.from the. not " T ; L o . :

R "-"Voter turnout has rocketed up th|s year and much of the publlc mterest has
Gy " centered on the personal character of’ candldates Thisis-a pred|ctable response to ,
o -Clintonism. and other late” warn|ngs of moral rot. Havmg léng been told by media: -
- smarty- pants that mature voters should lodk at "policies” and not personal l|fe,
¢ “Americans seem to be d|scover|ng that actually, personal I|fe |s pretty darn S
e :|mportant T T N ; ; . .

o f..As former Whlte House speechwrlter Peggy Noonan has wrltten “In a PreS|dent
. '-”character is everythlng A PreS|dent doesn’t have. to be- br|II|ant . He doesn’t have
"' to be clever; you can: hire. clever But 'you can't buy courage and decency, you
'gcan’t rent a strong moral sense A Presndent must brlng those th|ngs W|th h|m

< Itwas. actually Noonan s boss who re establlshed the prlmacy of character asa- T
L pre5|dent|al essential, “Ronald: ‘Reagan’ represented the end of the rule of the '- ', A

e planners ‘the- eggheads the technocrats who believed that the ‘North. Vletnamese

_J,,_could be beaten if we ran. enough punchcards through the Pentagon computers

,Lf}-’notes columnist James Lileks. “He’ dldn’t wnn because he was smarter than Carter
o4 ;"He won because he ‘was. manller : i v .

Reagan wasn’t JUSt a moral force, however H|s emphasns on character and virtue
'was combined W|th dogged devotion to some b|g, hard, very specnflc ideas-and - - SRR
"-prlnC|ples ‘Reagan was certain. communism was evn and ‘unworkable and would’ be S
L dangerous until wrestled to the ground by free men; |gnor|ng eI|te mockery, he
- went for the pin. Reagan wanted a beefed up navy and a missile defense: sh|eld he
.. refused to take no for an'answer: Reagan viewed government regulations as . LR
Ll frequently counterproductlve the page-count of new rules shrank dramatlcally on.

{ “;*his watch. Reagan bel|eved top tax rates shouldn’t exceed 30 percent he dragged
*};them down e SR R

;":.-‘:‘\'.',_None of- the current frontrunners have asplratlons as concrete and focused as. these
: ;_.'.’,';One ‘can tell McCain, Bush, Gore, and company badly want to be PreS|dent but they
'”'}'glve I|ttle eV|dence of speC|f|c thlngs they re ach|ng to do once |n off|ce

W._’If you re devoted to |deas and pr|nc1ples |t s hard not to be dlsappolnted |n

e http//wwwtaemagcom/prmtVers1on/pr1nt_artlcleasp"artlcleID=17172 ’_" . 7 v_"‘.: 5/8/2006
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:contemporary polltlc1ans, wrth thelr reflexrve preference for soft plat|tudes over hard

-proposals; John Dilulio, Mlchael Barone; and’ Chrlstopher Hitchens (who. occupy
‘rather’ dlfferent parts of the polltlcal ramforest) all: agree later in-these pages that
. “there are no’ substantive issues in this year’'s, electlon “ ThlS illustrates a kind of 3D R S
"“'f;-:lyconsensus of dismay w1th modern focus group, forget pr1ncnple-Just feel thelr pam R
"'campalgnlng A e .{ ‘ . e

LTy On the one hand conservatlves shouldn’t be overly perturbed to see a pOIIthS grow

Lup that is more. supeersory and tlnkerlng than boIdly activist. In keep|ng with our LR
_ ‘’general lnterest in-seeing the state wither. away, ‘leaving societal problem- solvmg to S
..-other,. less Jurass|c institutions, lnstead ‘the d|sappearance of. 12 polnt polltlcal

B ffrcrusades shouldn’t be a matter of wrenchmg sadness - "

i on the other hand we do have serlous problems—l|ke dreadful urban publlc schools,"f““?'..‘_ P
‘ f‘f.,j“and a. Social Securlty system headed for bankruptcy in-halfa. generatlon —that can’t e
be fixed without government actlon (even if 'the ideal action is simply:to- back’ the '
© . state out of the p|cture) :So it can be palnful to watch today ‘s puS|IIan|m1ty and: o

s f.:“;paralySIs on the Potomac. Partlcularly frustratlng is the slaVIshly poll- based style of R

o “leadershlp that Bl“ Cllnton has developed to a hlgh art : i .

Keep in m|nd most Amerlcans ne|ther know nor: care much about pol|t|cs Havmg L
i< never lived under a truly dysfunctlonal system of government ‘they take- -politicsfor” ‘
'*granted focuslng instead on other thlngs llke chlldren falth jobs, and “Who Wants :
toBe a Millionaire?”. In the’ January 2000 Gallup poll ‘onlyone out of 20 Amerlcans
‘ L could ldentlfy the Speaker of the House. (Eleven times:as many knew game show
s ‘host Regis’ Philbin. ). In this’ enVlronment it's: crazy to cower before publlc oplnlon
S ’-HLeaders have to create support on tough polltlcal questlons not wait on it.

- }_':Through hlS stubborn (to CrlthS stupld) devotlon to a handful of bedrock polltlcal

" ideas, Reagan puIled the country into new agreement on toplcs that many people
T preV|ously didn't even know: mattered.- Reagan s broken-record tutorlngs on small
. “government, individual freedom, and moral virtue—made possible by his inner’." |

v confidence, and his lack. of care for the. dlsapproval of fashlonable elltes allowed
,:hlm to manufacture a consensus rather than JUSt follow it. ‘ DRI o

e _Some polltlcal commentators are saylng the w1nds have shlfted agalnst any Gl Ll

.~ ~.recurrence of this triumph. “The conservatlve movement which- accompllshed great P

% . things over the past quarter century, is flnlshed ” wrote B|ll Krlstol recently in the Sl
i Wash/ngton Post B o AL e e

e '-I don’t see that at all On top|cs l|ke abortlon race preferences mlsslle defense e
~"_taxes, and crime, there’s not a dime’s worth of difference between the posrtlons
taken by Ronald Reagan and the. posmons taken by today s Republlcans George W DR &
. Bush and John McCain. And on front-and=centertopics l|ke education reform, Socnal B
e :-Securlty, fixes: for Medicare, ‘and the role of religion:in: solvmg social problems ‘both -
,v'*-"fBush and McCaln are-now’ p05|t|oned to the right of the strongest positions Reagan
. ;ever took: Reagan never: dared breathe a word-of support for partial prlvatlzatlon of
« o Social Securlty, educatlon vouchers federal fundlng for rel|g|ous charities, or L
o .market-based cashouts of Medlcare Publlc receptlwty to'these conservative mega- S
‘reforms was. slmply not yet r|pe Today, the nation’s thlnkmg has evolved to the L
f.'pomt where those sorts of proposals are Bush and McCaun standbys If havmg |ts s

. httpi//www taemag.com/printVersion/print_article.asparticlelD=17172 L 580006
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'_reforms become mundaner ma|nstream means t'he_ conservat|ve movement is™
¥ "~_f|n1shed well we re all for that R By i § D

\A,Iong w1th personalltles and |deas the th|rd |mportant element in pO|lthS is the T
g ,jfpolltlcal process itself. John McCaln is’ “just the latest. candldate to make hay on the :
,_-ldea thatour current system |s broken and ln need of f|x1ng : »

Certalnly there are thlngs that want correctlon In hlS troubl|ng artlcle on page 42
TAE senior edltor Scott Walter sketches’one: electoral corruptlon in. .drastic need: of
‘repair. (Interestlngly, George W. Bush has been miich braver on'the problem in:
,questlon than John McCain, While Al ‘Gore is:an act|vely harmful force. .) And a. rather
‘rotten reason explalns why. thlS partlcular r|p 1n our democracy has gone as far as it-
‘has® The beneficiaries of the scam are Iawyers (who make up more than four out of
_ten members of Congress) e s HE - S

Shortly after it was reported a couple years ago that attorneys are somethlng l|ke '
12 times as prevalent in Washlngton as-in‘the. rest of country, a joke: ‘went. around :
yab,out how the National Institutes of Health were starting-to.use’ lawyers instead of 'v
white rats in the|r lab experlments For three reasons Because there are more '_ ORI _
lawyérs than whlte rats. Because there are some thlngs even rats won t do And i TR ey
,because saentnsts sometlmes grow attached to the rats - Gy

appmg lnto Amerlca s d|st|nctly rodentlsh v1ew of Washlngton generally, John
cCaln has been declalmlng loudly aga|nst ‘money.in p0|lthS ~This part of his .
'message unfortunately, is just showboatlng “Total spendlng on all campaigns for
federal office by all candldates (maJor and mlnor)—lncludlng independent- " ‘
S expendltures by unions and trade groups all party-payouts, all’ conventlon costs,
£ : ,letc —came'to$1.5 billion. the last tlme we, elected both a Congress anda PreSIdent
‘;}(1996) Meanwhlle that same year Amer|cans spent $2 0:billion on ‘chewing' gum
o '$21 ) b|ll|on on other klnds of candy, $2 7 b|ll|on on bowllng fees, $27 8 b|ll|on on
) 'garettes, $13 9 b|II|on on movies, $4.6 billion.‘on. ‘potato- ChlpS $12. 8 bllllon on
:athletlc shoes, $91 7 billion: for alcohol|c beverages and $3 5 b|Il|on ‘on coif=:
rope'rated plnball and v1deo games We: are a high-income natlon of.273 m|Il|on
.- people: Spendlng a thlrd of what we shell out annually for: potato chips in order to
'-_'fsort and seIect our natlonal representatlves is: some klnd of scandal'? I don’t thlnk

‘_-;“"!'M'?No:r are horrlble fatcats buylng electlons George W Bush collected h|s current war ey
. chest, from.173,000° d|fferent donors glvmg an av "rage of $335 each That sounds to
fme l|ke democracy, not corruptlon ’ y ORI

_'In an era when Washlngton is lncreasmgly d|ctat|ng how Amerlcans can use thelr E

* “land;, educate theifchildren, run their busihesses, and.so forth; ‘it’s ridiculous.to.:
“ij_complam about people glvmg reasonable sums.to. candidates who represent the|r
Linterests. This:is legltlmate polltlcal action, .and. qunte .unavoidable unless you're
_"gomg to muzzle free’ expressmn If John McCaln ‘Russ Feingold; and other alarmlsts
‘on'this subJect reaIIy want to get money out of our pollthS they should first get
'p‘ol|t|c1ans out-of our money. “Until the feds stop |nterferlng in‘so-many aspects of
__ ““our economy and.community life;: energetlc efensive efforts to |nfluence D. C
S ..‘declsmnmaklng Wlll be |neV|table-~ W i S e :

U http//wwwtaemagcom/prmtVers1on/pr1nt_art1cleasp"art1cleID=17l72 = o ;,5/8,/_2‘00‘_6_; e T
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That s: the k|nd of chlcken versus egg reahty that no- one-expects a liberal. Democrat
(who would be- unwnlllng to shrlnk government s'reachin. any:case) to understand
But we expect better of conservatlve to mldstreamRepubllcans ' ' g

hittp://wwwtacmag.com/printVersion/print_article.asp?articlelD=17172 ..~
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o Marrlage Matters
;"_.By Karl Z|nsmelster

5 Page 10f6

},"-"The meanlng and worth of love s that |t forces us.. to acknowledge for another T
i “the same absolute S|gn|f|cance wh|ch because of the power of egO|sm we are
= '_-f_ consc10us of only in our own selves ‘ RN SRR = B

- ‘,;.;ve‘a‘m Solovyov .

'f"f'-I have an acqualntance about n my age who had a _]Ob selI|ng cars: locally. HIS
*‘".;_‘"daughters are close friends of my seven year old Let s call h|m Kevm

t'.»,

:,;There was no v10lence in: Kevm s marr|age no dr|nk|ng or drugs Husband and w1fe :
. .. areboth pleasant people. Buta couple months:ago it became known that.Kevin' had
S ‘::'become involved with a woman abodit 15° years younger who worked asa secretary
- _athis dealershlp Kevin and. his’ W|fe were in crisis..In school; their g|rls were®
‘ g-'-.descrlblng sad scenes at home Frlends and assoc1ates expressed concern

But some people expressed more concern than others The leaders of their church
o dldn’t intervene, even though the girls are enrolled in the parlsh 's. Catholic school,
where this trouble is'well-known (and’ overflowmg into: other families’ lives. through
" -the chlldren) ‘Kevin’s- employer however did get involved. The owners of the =
T dealershlp are a close; old local famlly ‘with young grade school" chlldren of their
 own. They know Kevin’s w1fe ‘who is, wnlllng to-take him back: They- offered to give:
P .';‘V_Kevm time off from work so the two of them could work their problems through
= ,‘They offered to pay for them to take a trip together They offered him money for R AP
: counsellng They | told Kevm that sav1ng h|s marrlage was worth it, and |mportant to R
"'é‘"them as his employer " SRR : R : S S

" “}And when Kevm refused the|r offers of help, they f|red h|m And the secretary he

was consortlng with. They - contésted his. appllcatlon for unemployment benefits on o

v the grounds that he ‘hadn’t been la|d ‘off but rather dismissed for refusing to follow o
_._company standards of personal conduct And in our small ‘town, I'd say there’sa
. pretty good chance they let other potentlal employers know what they thought P

about the man.

g va more of our communlty |nst|tutlons reacted to 1nd1v1dual marltal breakdowns ll_ke
~the employer I've described above (and. fewer like the do- nothmg church), our .
-national rates.of marltal collapse ‘would surély be less shameful. William Bennett has
. “written‘that . "civilization .needs cultural guardralls certain reliable. standards of r|ght
and wrong that. -may not’ be enforceable in law but must be enforceable through
. conscience: and consensus.' Defend|ng marrlage and malntalnlng guardralls around
s ithe fam|ly is just.such-an- undertaklng It is-not so much a task for politics or law: as:
-} responsnblllty of each of us in our roles as nelghbors employers pastors and local
) ",compatrlots ' : SR L v :

- hup://www.tacmag com/printVersion/print_article:asplarticlelD=16340 <. 5250006
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’:.ij we took thls respons1b|l|ty serlously, many grave problems could be averted For i

' today’s flood of marital collapse is d|str|but|ng great wreckages of human hurt,

.. childhood" trauma .and soc|al and economic’ ‘damage across American society (see L

. pp.’39-44). And there'is noth|ng |neV|table about this.. Other industrial nations have :
ldlvorce levels onIy about half ours (A S|de by S|de comparlson is pr|nted |n ' :

- “‘-’Indlcators ) " AR A o 3

:g.Marrlage is the cornerstone upon wh|ch most of the rest of our soclal order rests A
man and. woman. linked in a l|felong chlldrearlng union are the or|g|nal - '
mlcrocommunlty the bunldlng block of all‘broader forms of trust, cooperatlon and
f"'product|V|ty So’ long as these basic collaboratlons remain as weak as they are in
" present-day. Amerlca all other forms of commumty W|ll be shaky, and soc|al
"f;_,problems w1|l be rampant SRR A : :

"f;That S why marrlage reclamatlon must precede other forms of soc1etal reform A L
Pl ,practlcal example: T have several dedicated friends who are; currently devotlng much
i timeand energy to an attempt to build. up a "fatherhood" movement:. '

_Fatherlessness they say, |s Amer|ca S most lmportant soclal problem

Jchlldren ahead .of their-own selfish deSIres But as'l told these individuals‘when.a .
L small group ‘of us gathered a few’ years ago to launch some: fatherhood supportlng
o ‘.\,orgamzatlons I believe talk|ng about fathérhood off on its.ownis not likely to-

‘ _fffa wife; the kids, a serious attitude toward career and earnlngs -a settled dlsclplmed' -
"“_:g_:and responsnble role in the communlty I o . .

: -At some pomt in early adulthood most males trade the |rrespon51ble freedoms of
. the "bachelor l|festyle" for the- deeper subtler satisfactions that spring from being
. the progenitor-of a ‘household and a capable contrlbutor to soaety ‘Under the best *
- .-circumstances, becom|ng a father is the crownlng event of the transition from a
’»»;"natural" male state (where basic appetltes and’ mstmcts domlnate) to the. c|VIl|zed
... -male role (where these: crude lmpulses ‘are productlvely sublimated |nto a.quest for
R «--soclal honor). But fatherhood is usually only the "clincher™ in the. transmon from-. S
o \male to man for most men it.is not the mam balt The flrst and foremost mcentlve RS c
. is @ woman. g o o s e

_..fLots of thmgs go mto the CIVlllZlng of men |nclud|ng rellglous experlence the LT
‘v'_,_'gradual absorptlon of social codes and ethlcal standards,: dlsclpllnlngs from older or
“'more powerful men, and a re- channellng of innate aggressmn into- structured e
- .competition. But. the b|ggest smgle mfluence that makes most ‘men ‘grow-up and Jom”;,-_

. the world is the de5|re to win and keep a good llfemate Hunger for.astrong. mental R

, v.e'motlonal and sexual partnersh|p is the main force creatlng the good husband

.:"good father good employee and good c1tlzen , T Sl o

- ,j‘f,vfIn a world where marrlages are falllng apart desurable male qualltles like. dlSClpllned
. work, mentorlng of children, and, responsxble C|t|zensh|p will’also go into decline. :
N ";And attempts to fix those secondary breakdowns without first- fixing the marrlages
. .- will:be very inefficient. That isn't just my op|n|on Look at the social evidéence: the
"fn'=”..=number of fathers who stay heavnly involved with their chlldren after the father §
g relatlonshlp W|th the mother has crumbled is very small-—maybe 5 to 20 percent
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-:f.fGoodness knows this country needs more men who put thelr responSIbllltles to- the|rv:i e S

. * :inflience daily behavior- much. Formost men, fatherhood is part ofa ‘package deal—' L
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a ,,bésédaoh th‘e.researCh I’v’e studled T

*f--*In other words no sol|d marrlage, no good famlly man. (The 5|debar on page 46
~discusses this in ‘more detail.) Even men who" ve been’ sol|d soldiers for years can
- quickly revert to puerile behavior and the eérie lackawanna of adolescence once
© . their loyalty to'a wife crumbles. Wthh br|ngs us back to the "package deal." The o
= only.reliable way:to closely integrate most men with chrIdren hard work, and ’
R 'f:__;dependablllty is'to get them settled |nto a stable sat|sfy|ng, llfelong palr bond
b Marr|age 1t's the keystone R T : SR

o So reV|v1ng marrlage (and d|scourag|ng d|vorce) is |mportant How to do |t7 The
| ‘flrst thing to acknowledge is that marrlage is not always an easy or natural state. As
B ";Barbara Dafoe Whltehead suggests in-our:lead essay, every marrled couple has to’
e ’wrangle with. the sharp b|olog|cal dlfferences between men and women. There sa Iot
R ,to work out SO L : 5 : ~ »
. Trad|t|onally, women have used marrlage to govern male sexuallty, gammg in the
_ process some securlty and. protect|on dur|ng their highly vulnerable period of
'ch|ldrear|ng The fact that feminists.are among: today s Ieadlng critics of endurlng
“marriage would astonish women of: other»tlmes and places. "A woman in favor of
+ divorcé is like a turkey in favor of Chrlstmas‘, as.an Irishwoman-once put it—an -
. ;;.'analogy whose general truth has recently been. borne out by data showmg that easy
f.dlvorce is one of today s Ieadlng |mpover|shers of women : ‘ - :

. Another cautlonary about marrlage is that even under the best of C|rcumstances no_

I|felong partnership can be thrilling. all the t|me ‘Once they. come down to earth after -
, their initial. romance, many married. couples struggle worrylng that thelr love has

v. j;d|s5|pated along with the|r ecstatrc feelmgs : : .

Perhaps you 've heard the story about the teacher who was qu|zzmg h|s students on '

- «vocabulary He was. read|ng words out and the ch|Idren were. shoutlng back the - T
L e deflnltlons "Monotony, he enunC|ated part way through "Havmg only one W|fe or:
',husband n came the answer R . . :

Both the "boredom" problem and the "clashlng sexes" problems lntr|n51c t6 marrlage
o are captured in'one of. my favorite country music songs It S tltled "My Wlfe Ran Off .~
b'_'-;’”'Wlth My Best Frlend And- I Sure Do M|ss H|m " R : :

; "";'f‘.Wlthout questron the Iove that takes the form of an |ntOX|cat|ng fever between man.,,‘_’l
. and'woman is perlshable But real-marital love is what goes on after the intoxication . =
is-gone. "Love is a decision, not a' feelmg, a ch0|ce to befriend someone for. I|fe : R
"rather than Just use them says essaylst Joe Brelghner The fickleness of Iove is, in
’fact one of the main reasons marriage is needed. As a woman I know says
marr|age is what keeps you together unt|I you fall in. love agaln A

Marrlage |s a compllcated cultural lnventlon that reqwres upkeep That vntal pract|cal i
" »work’is exactly what Mike McManus focuses on in our second feature article. RO
~ McManus is himself one of the founders of the: marriage-saving movement— —a
fgrassroots mob|I|zat|on that has demonstrated dramatic successes;in combating the -
S ,contemporary dr|ft toward d|sposable marriage.: Amazmgly few of the couples-who.
A "end up in d|vorce court: have trled any medlatlon or: counsellng One of today S most-

_.y,(v
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"“fvntal soc1a| m|SS|ons is. to |ntroduce more Amerlcans to the S|mple programs
: rr-“;.organlzatlons and ideas discussed on pages 28- -34 of this magazme They are
i ___»effectlve and ‘we as a people badly need th|s partlcular saIve :

L - of course, even proven theraples w1II fa|I lf there |s no. W|II to change Though most
e _;fs'--Amencans have been sobered by: the bitter fallot- of various: 1960s liberationisms, -
. ‘there is still ‘a S|gn|f|cant group dlsproportlonately lnfluentlal in the media and .- -
.~ .among "experts" on college campuses—-who may deny the very premise that I|felong
’ 3v"‘f_‘.l'_’marrlage is. de5|rable and d|vorce to be d|scouraged as. much as. p055|ble
. Even among Amerlca s sen5|ble mlddle class there is. a/tendency to th|nk of our
“~ "broken family problem” and the obV|oust poor upbrlnglng of many- of today S
_..children as being mostly a function of. lllegltlmacy in‘inner C|t|es rather than leOl’CG
;._,m suburbs. When Dan. Quayle reV|S|ted his. famous Murphy Brown: speech about
S -‘famlly breakdown two years ago, he 'said he hadn’t meant to‘include ch|Idren of
 divorce in his warning. Well, he ought to have. While |Ileg|t|macy probably is today S
: “most threatening- famlly dysfunction, d|vorce is-in.much the same Ieague in“terms of
:the frequency and severity with which' it-affects: children’ Both probléms annually
:drive more than’ a million chlldren into smgle parent fam|l|es Both lncrease ch|ld
-:,,jf-poverty Both cause serlous behaV|oraI problems e Lo E :

| f’,;__"But Iet s treat thls as an open quest|on for the moment Could |t be as some would
;vfhave us believe, that the withering of marriage-is no b|g deal? Perhaps a rlch
.j’:modern socnety doesn’t need I|felong comm|tment the way S|mpler ones did."

; ,f',f*.'_One problem W|th th|s view is' the h|stor|cal record Hlstory suggests marrlage is the

“-.-oldest and probably most lndlspensable of all human institutions. It varies in name,
- .and sometimes in detail, but as anthropologlst David- Gilmore says, .’ 'all societies

_'have marriage— —there are none: that do'not." And the reason is S|mple marrlage

s _.f'_‘regulates sex And sex as everyone knows, |s humanlty s orlglnal |mpulse

o Of course over the Iast generat|on attempts to regulate sex have had all the
: popular|ty of a good nosebleed. In a book look|ng back at'his experlences asa
_‘”?_19605 radical, Peter. Collier illustrates ‘the. contempt his colIeagues felt toward
marriage. "Two of my Movement comrades decided to:get married," he writes. . ..o 0
,[',"After a ceremony- fllled with glbberlsh about Ilberatlon and the Third World, there SR
. was.a receptlon featurlng a largé weddlng cake frosted -with the slogan Smash ' '
f_Monogamy Needless to say, that marrlage d|dn’t Iast long o S

| 'f.: B|ll Bennett teIIs a story of two of h|s students who marrled back when he was a S
s professor They too spouted lines about. how they weren't: going to’own each other, RO

" would have an open marriage, didn’t believe in sexual slavery, and S0 forth For h|s* AT ST

:'iweddlng present Bennett gave them paper plates

4L|ke it or not monogamy is fundamental to any equltable souety A world W|thout -
S marltal boundarles is a ruthlessly every man for hlmself place as author George e
: .;f‘ar_Gllder explalns oty T , : .

Monogamy |s egalltar|an|sm in the realm of love It |s a mode of
ratlonlng It means—to put it cruder -onetoa’ customer Competltlon
lntense enough even so, because of the sexual lnequallty of human e

- hitp:/lwww taemag.com/printVersion/print_article.asp?articleID=16340 " 5250006,
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. .covetone’s nelghbor s wife or husband; one may harbor fantasies of
'"teeny boppers, but one: generally does not act on one’s lusts. One does.
. not-abandon:one’s own wife when'she grows older to’ take a woman who o
l el S "would otherWlse go to a younger man. One. does not raid the marriages - . -
G of others Thus a balance 18 malntalned and.each generatlon gets its..

' X o v be|ngs But under a reglme of monogamy there are I|m|ts One may -
‘”. "“:”, -

. only true sexual rlghts the. rlght to a.wife or husband and the rlght to
'.part1c1pate |n the future of the race through chlldren '

. 'Thls "lS not a ruthlessly strlct system Gllder notes Some small number of dlvorces )
_: -.are |nev1table But he warns that "the essentlal rules: are necessary to a just and
o democratic socnety A breakdown in the sexuaI order will bring social ills and -

S mJustlces far more grlevous than the usual 1nequaI|t|es of money and power "

v ‘There have been utoplan experlments in sexual freedom throughout human hlstory, Pl
o j’fwrth results rang|ng from. palnful failure to exploswe coIIapse From the Oneida*; '
c »’Commumty (which' pract|ced ‘a complex communal marriage. in mid-1800s New -
= York) to the early: twentieth- century Israell klbbutzmks (who were deliberately - .
prom|scuous out of antlpathy for the bourgeors fam|ly), the: verdlct has been.
- consistent: societies lacking expectatlons of sexual fldellty are qulckly spllt by
, 'dangerous rlvalrles ‘and lelSIOl’lS On the: k|bbutz for: |nstance extramarital’
- rsexuality qulckly proved so unsettllng and destructlve to the community that.it had
- to be squelched: Adultery was. severely censured and. subsequently became quite -
' rare. Adolescent and other'non- mar|tal sex was also soon dlscouraged on the
'__klbbUtZ (Our art|cle beglnnlng on page 52 has more on the klbbutznlks and
Oneldans |n other contexts) I R TR ‘

o ‘The preference for monogamy thus seems to be a k|nd of Iron Rule of human
*_culture Even'in‘today’s hyper-liberated America, the instinct retains a. powerful grlp S

~ 10N US: "The. data in.Indicators show that the- proport|on of marrled people havmg

sexual relat|ons beyond the mar|tal boundary is onIy a few percent a year ,

s If that comes as a’ surprlse it’ s, because the nat|onal lmages prOJected by HoIIywood

b ‘are SO contrary ‘The danger of: course is that this-imagery becomes self-fulfilling. - -

/" Cultural portrayaIs of marrled I|fe do matter: Margaret Mead once observed that ro - L
‘ : soc1ety exists anywhere in ‘the worId in: wh|ch people stay married wnthout enormous ‘

" -:j:}'be sociopaths, and deadbeats, and just. pla|n selflsh folks, and society: must have
~ways of holding ‘those’ 1nd1v1duals accountable-for their bounced checks, discarded’

“obligations and abandoned family members. As Michael Medved notes in"his =7 S

L --wonderful essay on page 47, there are. muIt|ple stakeholders in‘every marriage—: - .~
ncludlng the other spouse, his or her famlly, and somet|mes chlldren—so desertlng -
one s vows is more than ]USt a prlvate matter - :

i »"3For th|s reason the alm of soaety and c1v11 law has trad|t|onally been to protect ‘

SETRE =-'.marr|age Unt|I recently, that is. Today, our famlly laws and-: |nformal culture work to -

.. ease marltal dlssolutlon rather than dlscourage |t The consequences are often pltlful’ ;
- to behold EE : S , . :

- ,”'-Take for lnstance the newaweds behlnd that "Smash Monogamy" cake They L
: H_‘-eventually gave up playlng Comrade Housemate and went the|r separate ways We B
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' communlty encouragement and pressure 'to do so. In: every "human system there W|II'{_ s
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;may hope they learned somethlng useful from thelr crack up and are now at peace
. But unfortunately their recklessness touched llves other than their own. You see,
. this throwaway marrlage left:" in its rubee a pa|r of pathetlc children."” Collier -

- ;.;ireports he still’ sees them occas10nal|y, "waIk|ng around Berkeley Iookmg I|ke the
e ﬁsurV|vors of. an. a|rplane d|saster o

i "The Iongstandlng essence of Iegal marrlage has been to prowde securlty for
., children—to "fix the obllgatlon" toward such. offsprlng as.may result from a sexual
“union. Our current generation has Junked this traditional’ understandlng, and the

W..result is that, as William Raspberry says "our ch|Idren are less happy, less healthy V
[ and less secure than we were : ,

"That s a scandal It s our own fault And |t can be flxed

';__"‘THE AMERICAN ENTERPRISE MAY/JUNE 1996

S F;ub_lishe_d in, /t,Takes_a’Marriagef.May'/_..]un_e 1996 Issue
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‘Falthful Communlty Llfe

‘\_,,_By Karl Zlnsmelster RN

Over the last generatlon many h|stor|ans pol|t|c' s and Journallsts have Iabored

i to downplay the: SIgnlflcance of rellglon in: maklng Amerlcan socnety what it is; That s e :
not easily accompllshed ‘though. There sJust too much concrete evndence of the Tl
,‘_I'mportance of our rellglous roots e : E SRR : :

,v.,,:Nearly half the men who SIgned the', ecIaratlon of Independence had some e
‘seminary. training,. and John Adams 's descrlptlon of the American Revolutlon was Vi
o i-;.that it *connected, in one: |nd|ssoluble bond; the’ prInC|ples of CIVll government with R
-the prnncnples of Christianity. In their: marvelous story. startlng on page 20 (bu11t on .
a.year of research). Mlchael and Jana: Novak debunk:’ today s conventlonal portrayal
:ff'-“.of George Washlngton as’a man |nfluenced m|ght|ly by" Greek and Roman- pagamsm
but not much touched by Chrlstlan ldeals To the contrary, they report ‘ -
Washlngton s Chrlstlanlty was cr|t|cal to h|s fatherlng -of .our natlon :

:,Dawd Gelernter Iooks at dlfferent hlstorlcal evndence nd flnds that Amerlca is T
--}»;;ldeeply stamped with the Judeo-Christian: ideas' and- practlces first brought to thlS e D
" continent by Puritan settlers Stepplng back even further in' Western h|story, D e
professor Rodney Stark concludes that Chr|st|an pr|nc|ples were decnswe in allowmg _' ‘
Europeans to vault out.of the statlc mlsery that most humans had to cope with "
s“through the: centunes Not Just compass|on moral equahty, ‘and democracy, but
éven seemmgly secular innovationslike llberty, limited- government and science.:
' 'ere products- prtmarlly of Chrlstlan insights. And these rellglous understandungs
"ade Western c1vrl|zat|on more successful and more humane than other. socuetles

i Th|s |ssue of The Amerlcan Enterprlse doesn’t concern |tself W|th aIl of the ways B R
" “Judeo-Christianity has influenced. wus, but focuses specifically on how reI|g|on creatés . v
o ._soaal bonds—how'it. knits: people and communltles together. The.common view = - ' -
among liberal- lntellectuals today:. is- that rellglon is. somethlng that divides’ people, a - I
s Mwedge,” a force that corrodes umty Everyth|ng from: today S culture wars” tothe =~
e recent maraudlng of dlsaffected Musllms through European crtles is blamed vaguelyv :
) _g}on “too, much rel|g|on SR e > v S |

‘f{That isa crude reductlon of the actual effects of rellglous bellef on most people It s o
true that rellglon is'a potent lnfluence on all aspects of:a cnvrllzatlon “The beglnnlng S
R of culture is cult,” reminds Mlchael Novak Often rellglous views have soaked so
- deeply’into the social fabric that most citizens are no‘longer even conscnous of them

'f,even as thelr culture contmues to be shaped by echoes of fa|th ' :

In partlcular lt is: the rellglous |mpulse that makes typlcal men and women capable 0
B of concern for their fellows The verdlct of hlstory, says Novak, is that “apart from" o
- the: worshlp of: God human bemgs cannot transcend themselves in the Iarge num—' S
..+ bers heeded to’ sustaln a- C|V|l|zat|on Unless human bemgs have a-vision of: ’

‘ somethlng beyond the bounds of thelr own natures, they cannot be pulled out of

S8R006
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Amerlca'has a r|cher and more varled tradltlon of religious: commumty maklng 'han :
any other country on Earth The Purltans, Qu ‘ers Catholics, and other persecuted
‘#bellevers who flrst arrived: on these shores came spec1f|cally to.set up faithful- .
':;;souetles denled to them elsewhere Anabaptlst‘ hakers, Jews Moravians, and
many: others, followed them ‘across the ocean so. »hey couId ‘cohere wnth other .
~,:-worsh|ppers in congregatlons nelghborhoods and:towns ‘Then there were rafts of,-
L shomegrown rellglous communltles pioneer; Methodlsts Chrlstlan Sc1entlsts the
' v,vanelda Movement Seventh Day Adventlsts‘ Jehovah s W|tnesses Lubav1tchers
Latter Day Salnts and many other’ o S '

vellglous communltles in the U S are not JUSt some hlstorlcal remnant Mormons
Chabadnlks various Anabaptlsts orthodox Catholics, , ‘and broad spectrums of "
vangelical’ Protestants are burgeonlng in number and-’prosperlng ‘within close kn|t s
home pIaces sprlnkled from New York:City to'Nashville: Wheaton, Illinois to Moscow :
Idaho; Grand- Raplds M|ch|gan ‘to-Waco, Texas. There are entire cities in this
country as different as .Provo, ‘Utah and K|rya's oel.in: upstate New: York— that are i
built-on. rellglous fraternlty Informal ‘groupings of bellevers lean on. their fellow. -
saints in towrs like Santa Paula; California: (proflled on:page. 33), inside hundreds of
A megachurches in-a-range of Us S localities: (page. 28),. and even in“brand new com-:;
.. munities built'around:a rellglous core——llke Ave Mar|a n_o "5be|ng constructed on '
& Florlda S, prosperous Gulf Coast N v PR

)

. Rellg|ous communltles contlnue to attract p\ ple because they functlon dlfferently
i and feel qu1te distinct from other: places In"a statistics-laden paper given at the
‘ l,.g;';Amerlcan Enterprlse Institute, ‘MIT. economlst Jonathan Gruber recently presented;
1 some. pioneering documentatlon of this;: People who reSIde near.co- religionists not .
fonly part|c1pate in worship at @ ‘higher: rate than more ,|solated believers (as you
- might expect), but also conduct themselves dlfferent y-in‘other ways. Being: o
“surrounded by a’ communlty ‘of belnevers lnsplres more work study, and' marrlage,:.' L
Cand less divorce and freeloadlng" \"10 percent increase in: the density of co-" . ‘
: rellglonlsts in, your nelghborhood Gruber foun.d Ieads to an. extra half year of "
‘ ,e’ducatlon an lncrease in: 1ncome a’ 4 percent’" ise’ |n marrlages and equ1va|ent

: ___“Rellglon is more needed in democratlc republlcs than inany: other wrote Alex1s=}«
. de TocqueVIIIe The untrammelled lnd|v1dual autonomy fostered by u. S.. style gov'
'a,«‘ernance needs to be balanced by a sense of responSIblllty and communal loyalty

, ju’st a few decades after our nat|on s foundlng, people Ilke Ralph Waldo Emerson
_owere gloomlly predlctlng the ‘death of Christian. prmc1ple in America. Yet everyday
' v';:‘..-.bellevers have repeatedly confounded the authorltles,— ellglous passion remains .
alive and:well in the: contemporary United: States. To taki just one indicator: sales of
'rellglous books have Jumped 20 percent in the last five.years -'(whlle sales of all
_other books have faIlen 7 percent over that same perlod Sy |

""’fOf course enem|es of rel|g|on c1te thlS bub,bllng pass-lo -a somethnng to fear An’ . _
gn.‘rAmerlcansoaety They obsesswely war that our. natlon ‘lS |n danger of’ belng swept
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gby a dark “rellglous fundamentallsm However the facts of dally llfe in the U S

. beaf out Tocqueville’s judgment that deep and yeasty religious feeling is a good

“.7ithing in a free culture like ours. Evidence I assembled in TAE’s previous issue - SR

~+(SCAN) indicates that rellglous believers continue, right to the present day, to do " f o

' »most of the altruistic work that keeps our communities healthy—everything from ?"’_
- blood donatlon to phllanthropy, to m|I|tary servnce to chlldralslng, to V0|unteer ARTRE
"-f:fvwork : . : [ N

Ll Contrary to the cla|ms of skeptlcs rellglous enthuS|asm has actually proven to be a. -
- ::unifier-of Americans. In an article explalnlng why. Muslim immigrants have been . ¢
" much:more comfortable- in Amerlca than'in Europe (and therefore. vastly less llkely '

L to become alienated from their fellow: citizens; and. radlcallzed), New Republic .

. contributor Spencer Ackerfnan finds that:‘America’s religiosity actually reinforces our ey L
_ '-tolerance and plurallsm rfather than lmpedlng it: He quotes a Muslim:; -American - o 0

.. “leader say|ng that when he ventures'into Amerlca s rel|g|ously conservative .

. heartland ‘it is true that for’ some people, the way I pray |s pecullar But they don
. th|nk I m: hallucmatlng when I say,' ‘It s prayer t|me R ER & i .

o ThlS same Musllm |mm|grant notes that Amer|ca s Blble Belt is |ndeed the place he
e “feels least threatened. “Where's the heart of the Islamlc Soaety of North Amerlca'? i
e "‘,;,Plalnﬂeld Indlanal That place hasn’t been bombed It'’s. not in-the heart-of cosmo- e

.- politan. Amerlca It's in rural’ Indlana"’ states- Eboo Patel “For American Muslims,”

"~ Ackerman concludes, “the’ opportunity for a: pubhcly visible: expression of rehglon ,

" Liremoves a tremendous source of frustration” that leaves many young menin more o
_ 's'ecularlzed countrles dangerously dlsaffected Ce T T

‘Ser|ous rellglous conV|ct|on thus need not be al wedge” at aIl Rather than a force ST
.. ~for.division; it is more typically“a way of: uncovering common humanlty with others = :
.. Even'when: creeds’ block agreement on: ‘specific details of conviction, common belief -
under God- ;provides citizens with-thé mechanlsm for acceptlng and encouraglng thelr
f‘ffellows to pursue a good Ilfe |n thelr own way o R

”";;‘;;’,There are a great many forces today from complex cultural clashes to S|mply the T
~frantic pace of modern’ llfe—that d|scourage human fraternity. Amidst all'that;.
a ‘religious faith is one-of the most reliable inducements to. unlty, an.-orderly: and
W wholesome. soc1ety, and real feellngs of communlty Isn’t that somethlng to be
_,‘,_guarded not tossed away'? ; e . o

. Published in' How Faith Creates Socisties May 2006 -

ThlS lnformatlon was ‘found-online at B P R
e ‘http //www taemag comllssues/artlclelD 191 05/art|cle detall asp
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o ;_*why Encouragrng Daycare Is Unwrse T
By Karl Zrnsmelster » e T

, :V,fi‘_:-,";There is.an. old sayrng that goes "Ch||dren have a specral way of speIllng love T I- A
‘M-E." What the very young. hunger for more than: for anythlng else in the worId '
modern researchers conflrm is closeness wrth therr mothers and fathers

',-rv'\;Unfortunately, chlldren are gettlng Iess of the|r parents tlme today than in any
. previous era. A favorrte cartoon of mlne suggests how far'we've strayed. It shows a e
S "'corporate type speaklng to his secretary from behind a. large desk. "I’'ve'decided to
‘spend more tlme W|th my famlly, he ann ’unces ”See lf you can f|nd them e

i 'One professor I know |Ilustrates the problem by way of an analogy "Let s assume
“7 . you had some other mdustry, he says. "The mdustry made: shoes, and then you :

- took'a large chunk of the labor. force out, somethmg like 40 percent and you =
changed nothlng much. else—you wanted to.make the same:amount of shoes of the.
isame: quallty with the same. technology Everybody in the worId would thlnk you’d o
_ _'g_flost your mlnd Well that S basrcally what we: dld to parentmg '

“-_.,v‘.One reason the fI|ght from parentmg has been SO fast over the last generatlon lS

- because: lots of self- appointed experts have advised.-the':American public that- there S
©.-no-reason not to’ veer off into other: pursults while leaving the daily raising of . :
-v}-chlldren to surrogates "The care of the” young is |nf|n1tely better left to’ tralned :
s "v‘_.professronals rather than to hatried amateurs with little tlme nor: taste for the o
. ’”"a;educatron of young mmds " msrsts femlnlst Kate Mlllett s v S

'Responsrble authorrtles who ought to have challenged thls klnd of foolrshness mostly
" failed-to do.so. One natronal statement on the’ family released a few years ago, '
"actually deflned "parents adult persons who care for. children’ ‘—making thelr ' L
: equnvalence to babysrtters and day care workers: qU|te explrcrt No sensible person . o
- .actually believes this, of course; but it.is becoming our official national orthodoxy -
S anyway; “because few people will speak agalnst it for fear of belng called the many '
o :names that now get slung at someone who defends the natural famlly ' S

_”'"';v.'Ours |sn’t the fll‘St era to experlment wrth substrtute parentmg ona large scale
.. There were for lnstance earlrer perlods when many: European- aristocrats relied on"
jrwet nursing and- nannying for the" basic acculturatlon of their. children. ‘Historians tell -
Lo usy three factors encouraged this. ‘One.was'a decllne in‘the. socral status of mothers
. ;.[Another was weakened regard for chlldren A thlrd was rlsmg narcrssrsm :

o ‘Unfortunately, alI three of those factors are present rn our current era. Wh|ch |s
e "“atroubllng, because the earller experlments in: surrogate chlldrearlng did not end weII
N ‘:‘.There lS evrdence that the eventual-decline: and decay .of the European arlstocracy,
s in fact, had much to do wrth the |ncreased drstance between parents and young

S .chlldren ‘ et S R R
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L 'VOver the last decade or: two many d|scover|es have been made that help expla|n

* 'why a-child’s earIy bonds Wlth his caretakers are so 1mportant Authorities used‘to

o "~-~,~_bel|eve that babies were: essent|aIIy passwe bundIes ‘unable to’ perceive or seek out
- 'much from their environment. Any social responses were thought to be, as one

' scientific curriculum put it, "a f|gment of the dver-involved mother’s |magmat|on co

T smce baby S behaV|or is random uncontrolled essent|aIIy aut|st|c CE e

_ rWExperts asserted that ch|ldren needed onIy feed|ng, protectlon from danger and
e other basic. care untll they were-a'year toa’ year-and-a-half old. Andafter that, it Sy
' “was said, the young mostly needed d|sc1plme and behavioral’ condltlomng ‘Yale
-’:professor Arnold Gesell, the lead|ng child developmentallst of the pre-World War II
o ggeneratlon belleved that basic human capaC|t|es were b|olog|caIIy programmed |nto
. infants, and that they . unfolded |n stable predlctable ways W|thout much relation to .
£ ':;home conditions. L|ttle credence was glven to the idea that: parents and smaII bables
% could have a’ reIatlonshlp ‘Even-"as, Iate as. the 1960s," Stanford- ‘University - =
. psychologlst Anne Fernald remarks ' some people thought lnfants were cabbages

That "expert" view has now been demoI|shed Aga|nst the oId assumptlon that

3 newborns:-are Unable to percelve or seek out much from their environment,

' .researchers have recently demonstrated that bab|es are sortlng and respondlng to
st|mul| V|rtually from blrth TR : o .

R For |nstance studles have shown that a one-[ eek old ch|Id wxll choose hlS mother S _'
o {v.smell over any.other. Five-day- oIds WI|| turn toward-a:pad soaked in their mothers’s. ©
_“milk; while clean pads produce no response The: Journal SC/ence has reported that
: ‘newborns will respond to poems their mothers read out- loud before birth, but notto. ..
= “poems prevnously unheard.. In another experlment one-month- olds: became upset el
. when photos of their mothers were aécompanied by recordlngs of someone else - -0 T
“speaking. UnlverS|ty of Wash|ngton psychologist PatrIC|a Kuhl! has discovered that = . N
“‘f”'_SIX month olds can d|st|ngulsh between the|r nat|ve language and forelgn tongues L

}‘jNewborns Just 10 m|nutes oId much prefer p|ctures of faces to blank ovals or: .
”plctures with face- like features that have been scrambled Tests show that ten- day-,
:~olds prefer their mother’s face. to others At 14 days bables recognize and favor
 -tHeir father’s face as: weIl Babies can also d|st|ngu15h ameong:various facial ‘
o ‘f»expressmns We know that infants in: their. first months. will k|ck their.legs. more for’ a
‘familiar mobile than for one they haven’t seen’ ‘before, or one that has been sllghtly
| 'altered "Even at two-and-a- -half: months an: |nfant s memory'is very developed
 nvery- spec|f|c and |ncred|bly deta|led says Carolyn Rovee CoII|er ‘a Rutgers .
i :Un|ver51ty psychologlst P S : R

}“,_,Longstandlng cIalms that smaII bables were not capable of producmg real- sm|les e
- (early.grins were msxstently labelled:’ "gas; ‘smiles" by generatlons of baby doctors)
- have been refuted by -proof that mfants in thelr third: week will- smile selectively in e e
' jf»‘response to their mothers’ voice. Even more strlkmgly, we know that infants just a " i
. "few hours old will suck a mpple harder to act|vate a. record|ng of thelr mothers v0|ce R
‘;"__than they wnII for a strangers . : = SRR

e

e ; .So |t turns out mfants are not. cabbages;at all "leta|led stud|es of the amazmg
: ’behavnoral capaC|tles of the normal neonate have shown that the infant sees, hears
’li_and moves |n rhythm to his mothers v0|ce in, the flrst m|nutes and hours of I|fe, .
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o f*f_*:f’"j *fln infants’ mlnds than we ve tended to g|ve them cred|t for " agrees psycholog|st > B
e L_.Karen Wynn 3 e R . . O

h .,;AII of th|s conflrms the |mportance of a ch|Id s earIy experlences It aIso supports theq'?*
- conclusions of "attachment" researchers like: psych|atr|st John Bowlby, who hold'that
{"Tbables have: powerful internal mechanlsms that drive them to connect themselves. to
~their parents, . "The-bells that the children’ could hear were InS|de them," the: poet o
- ‘i‘lylan Thomas once wrote. Apparently the beIIs that ring-within newborns lead them Bt

;to energetlcally pursue aII|ance W|th the|r mother and to become anX|ous |f these

: _f/_;efforts are thwarted S i : ‘ 2

', :Hunger for the|r mother |sn’t somethlng bables can Just get over " It is a need ‘
L “wired deeply into theircore. Writer Peggy O Mara McMahon observes that the
R mothermg behaV|or of d|fferent animal’ speC|es L e ‘

_f}falls mto two categorles cache or carry SpeC|e's in the cache category
" “are stashed in a den with other offsprlfn ,_Whlle the|r mothers Jlook for
R “food,.do not need to feed often ‘and do not need frequent physncaI L
o _.',;contact wnth mother. The species in- the. carry category are marsuplal-' R
% like! Their mothers’breastmilk is low in fat.content and must.be
Lo consumed aImost contlnuously They are'not born:in- I|tters and’ cIose
' "phyS|caI contact with mother not onIy ensures frequent feedlng, but aIso
. ,stlmulates bra|n development-'« o e SO

,)._'m,r’_From nutr|t|onaI and other pomts of v1ew round the cIock nursmg and a carry|ng

" system.of child care are not very efficient. So why do they exist in the higher

_“animals? Because frequent suckllng prov1des repeated opportunltles for lntlmate

. interaction between ‘mother and child—the very sort of ‘contact that. -encourages e

|gher mental processes in‘an-infant. "Rapld onset of hunger and satiation in the -

.‘u"’.baby," summarizes researcher Blurton Jones |s "a s|mple mechanlsm for ensurlng
‘"that |t stays W|th the mother " ‘ o S S

i

’ ,‘We have unequ|vocal eV|dence that breast fed ch|Idren are phys|caIIy stronger than
i, ‘non-breast- fed chlldren that they have greater verbal quantltatlve and. memory
... ;abilities as’ preschoolers and- S|gn|flcantly h|gherI Q. 'scores: dur|ng their school
;',"‘years ‘This is due not: 5|mply to’ healthy substances:in the milk, as many people
i 'assume, but aIso to the early mother ch|Id relatlonshlp that breastfeedlng affords

':?Thls is: not somethlng we can eaS|Iy W|sh away Keep |n mlnd that |f aII of human :

o 5.'_h|story were represented by one hour the 200° years of our lndustr|al -era wouId e

o ;'..f.,represent only'a ‘fraction of the last’ second The: famlly arrangements that’ evolved :
. .during the course of human h|story grew: up speC|flcaIIy because they matched SN

~human nature. Ignormg deep early childhood" needs today won’t make them go BRI,
'.faway, it WI|| onIy produce unsettled offsprlng A : W P e e

R ’In an art|cle in- The Journa/ of Ped/atr/cs researchers Betsy Lozoff and Gary
" Brittenham report that the close " "carrying".style of infant-care traditionally practlced
- by mothers is'a: ‘human univérsal that has prevalled in.all cultures and places. Only
’x"svery recently has: this: style of nurture been: replaced in"some social strata by an
PN alternatlve more l|ke the nestlng practlced by b|rds Under th|s aIternatlve bables
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L ffspend much Iess tlme in phys|cal contact W|th the|r m’others They are more often .
”_conflned to- cribs or classrooms Responses to cry|ng and social bids are less: -
.. immediate.’And’ only a mlnorlty of all babies” now: get the. benef|ts of extended :
S ,,breastfeedlng “These remarkable. transformatlons M the doctors speculate, "may
" fprofoundly alter |nfant development ERRRAE R € P »

iR f:‘It |sn’t only bables who need t|ght human connect|ons Parents do too |f they are
T going to flour|sh in ‘their role of- progenltor A h|nt of th|s was contained ina -,
" statement made by PepS|Co Presldent and ceo Brenda Barnes when she re5|gned
;-"herJob to much-. med|a comment a few months ago "I'm not Ieavmg because my
"‘“_chlldren need more of me Barnes stated "I m Ieavmg because I need ‘more of -

S “Many talented women who devote themselves to. mothermg wh|Ie thelr children’ are
ERRN young ‘have’ come to this:same ‘conclusion: They do'what they do not just-out’ of
“ devotion to their chlldren but because they have d|scovered there are deep .
personal sat|sfactlons awa|t|ng anyone who W|ll pour herself lnto the role (See our
; ""artlcles by Ir|s Krasnow and Evan Gahr ) ' - - »

% CA dabbllng, partlal commltment of mother to Chlld |s even harder to susta|n than :

fyvfzfull blown engagement notes John Bowlby

v"'fVEnJoyment and close |dentlf|cat|on of feellng |s only p055|ble for' e|ther

- -party if the relatlonshlp is cont|nuous .Just as the baby needs to feel
" that he belongs to-his‘mother, the: mother needs to feel-that she belongs R
- to her child, and it.is only when she has.the. satlsfactlon of this feellng

L ,that It |s easy for her to- devote herself to h|m co .

A publlc school teacher and former day care worker I corresponded wnth a few years
: :.ago made a 5|mllar ponnt o o L :

LR Parents who use day care tend not to develop the k|nds of parent|ng
~ . skills; or the self- confldence in- deallng W|th their chlldren ‘that seem to.
‘me to be necessary Slnce we 'were:in charge during most’ of the .. ¥ e
~ children’s- waklng hours ‘parents: had very little opportunity to develop....‘;
" As aresult they were generally nervous: around théir children, and . S
v_.|mpat|ent thh the var|ous unpleasant aspects of carlng for them

T famlly fr|end who used dayt|me baby5|tters heaV|ly for several weeks when she 4
:-;'had to pack for a sudden cross country move:told: me: that the more time she spent
,:'raway from her young'boys, the less ‘adroitness and patlence she had for handlmg

“them. leeW|se Ohio mother Mary Robln .Craig ‘writes of a per|od when'she worked

fUII t|me and had a nanny that "On my off days I could see that the|r I|ves had a

o _.nflow that eluded me totally Mol SE ARSI e

: "It S. necessary to get |nto ‘a swmg W|th ch|Idren and 5|mple overlap is a blg part of
: “this:.Thereis ev1dence as chlld developmentallst Ur|e Bronfenbrenner notes, that an ’
. ‘|nfant uses physlcal emotlonal and probably mvxsnble hormonal tools to "teach’ h|s
parents how to nurture h|m But th|s can succeed only |f the pup|I shows up for
class % g : S SR
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Obv10usly, there WI|| always be fam|I|es h"ere death d|vorce or poverty make |t :
,',lmposslble for parents to be: the|r child” s prlmary caretakers These families deserve
- .our help, and first crack at the limited number of truly wonderful surrogate ;. . i o
o lcaretakers who are able to pour themseres lnto the nurture of another person s f

o ".It |s also obvuous that subst|tute ch|Id care lS generally not harmful in smalI
TR amounts. As psychologlst Diane Flsher carefuIIy puts it, ”day care- can-be.a place
. thatdoes not do a great deal of harm to’ ‘children if they re there. for a l|m|ted I R
P ,‘amount "' The. problem is that rather than just belng a flller of gaps day carelis: . e U
S }j,becomlng a: substltute for parentlng ln many fam|I|es D e e

L ,]:The questlon is: not whether h|red day care shouId 8 "st (lt always wnll), or whether
“rit:should be made as good as posS|ble (of course it should). The question is whether
-_everyday middle-class Americans should. produce ch|Idren wrthout the lntentlon of

o nurturlng them There is a dlfference between a’ compromlse made in reactlon to.

: some: cr|S|s of fate and-an arrangement made 5|mply because one wants to Lo

D maxrmlze one s own posntlon wh|le lgnorlng serlous costs to others S

R ‘By transformlng day care. from a’ necessary stopgap for the unlucky few intoa e
“norral and accepted part of average: lives, we'are thoughtlessly taklng a.step of - o
‘ reat’ consequence One liberal professxonal who has devoted: her entire working llfe
“to overseeing mumcnpal day care programs warns that the shuffling of millions of .
“middle-class children into day careis creatlng a.new kind of- underprlv1leged child |n
Sheewn “America. We are, she. says, "dupllcatlng the sort of developmental deprlvatlon that

SR v_"yused to be suffered only by the poorest and most dlsadvantaged LR :

-} 'f"’l'PSYChlatl‘ISt Stanley Greenspan worrles th'ﬂt th|s may brlng us. to an evqutlonary § s
5 *“?.crossroads _ R TR : ; Lot

e For the flrst tlme in. hlstory, there isd’ growmg trend for more and more ey
) v:-rf"’m|ddle -and upper- mlddle class parents to'farm out the'care of their.

- "babiesto ‘others, often in settmgs not-conducive to meeting. children’s:.
’"'lrreduable needs.... The: |mpact will llkely be slow and insidious." People
- may gradually become more: self—centered and Iess concerned with -

- others. Thlnklng may, become. more polarlzed Impulswe behaVIor

o helplessness and depressnon may |ncrease e . :

£fl'he ultlmate casualty, Greenspan suggests ’_may be o_u,r' capacity: to live ‘togethebr e
':'and govern ourselves in cohesnve communltles et o e

,_‘_“;:_’.Y;;,When CrlthS Iook back at the twentleth century, there s'a. good chance they ll . TR e

e -ldentlfy the n|ghtmare futurism’ of authors like' George Orwell (1984); Aldous Huxley SRR S

‘,.'.,,.}“(Brave New World), and Yevgeny Zamyatln (We) as‘the most powerful and . Lol

= important writing:of our era These visionaries; peered deep into the heart of
',_i_modernlty and detected some |cy hazards Iurklng there ,i L o

-.._{‘A'leen that they were worklng |n qurte dlfferent settlngs it s strlklng that Orwell

o ,_T.Huxley, and Zamyatln all placed the very same cultural: d|srupt|on at the center of ;

S . their.anti-socialist masterpleces ‘A horr|fy|ng professmnallzatlon of chlldrearlng inoo
L _'{days to come. The great modern I|terature of dehumanlzatlon and crushed sp|r|ts \
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.-has as ltS cornerstone the deplctlon of how socxetles become deranged when they
_:,let lnstltutlonal methods of accuIturatlng the young replace trad|t|onal fam|Iy based
i ch|Idhoods ; ‘ , L BB

L In Brave New Wor/d bables are brought up screntlflcally, under the care of whlte- '
" uniformed-nurses, in “state: condltlonmg Centres." As a'consequence, "irrational™
. 'traits'such as onalty, altru1sm humor, and love: have nearly d|sappeared The " ..
= protagonlst of Zamyatln s We, product of a ch|ld -rearing factory, grows ‘up. to crave.
. "“a mother who will- regard him as "a- piece of herself."In 1984, the natural family" has
"been strlpped of its: chlldralsmg functlons -and all offsprlng of the rulmg class are :
reared by, specrallsts The: result: is shrlveled ‘human bonds and a:sharp decline’in -+
,j,l,_flntlmacy Only among: the ragged tradition- bound 'proles” are. children still tended
o by, their parents, and this sentlmental practlce makes the: proles hopelessly
;jjuncompetltlve m ‘a world bUIlt around work product|on“..and soaal control

, ;-;:'The thlng that makes these cautlonary tales so chrlllng is thelr pIaus1b|I|ty They
},;'-r‘deplct modern life gomg awry in'ways’ that are wholly concelvable to contemporary
- "observers. If these authors:were:able, to. make us shiver at a world where motherlng»
<L e cand. fatherlng had. dlsappeared altogether that s because they onIy had to BERR
(RO :extrapolate from trends aIready under way SRSy

‘As parental overs1ght of ch|ldren weakens what is to be done? For a start we mlght_ SR
oo admit that many of the excuses-we glve for proceedmg along our current course are . .-
phony Ina little: essay t|tled "The Tyranny of.the Urgent ‘writer. Charles. Hummel L
notes that the: pressxng mundanltles of, darly eXlstence will often push aside the trulyr_" -
;_"lmportant thrngs in life if we don't. resnst I.see thls regularly when it comes today..
" care, where' the excuse'is always that people put- their.kids, |nto the hands of others e
’ f--f'"because they "have ' to work But lS that really true? ‘ RS Y L

: f‘"It s easy to get addlcted to the stlmulatlon of the work env1ronment and a certaln PR »
o :standard of living;" cautions ‘author Stephen Covey "As a. result;. parents are’held .~ e T
L ghostage to.these lies, violating their conscience but feeling that’ they: really have no.. - e
‘ * - choice." Researcher Arlie Hochschild has found' that contrary to their rhetoric,

e . "certain parents are'actually: choosmg overwork as:a: refuge from the responsnbllltles, '

l . ... of family-life. Recent headlines like. "Lies:Parents Tell Themselves About Why They'
|
|

Work" (U.S. News), and "The Myth of Quality Time:. How We re Cheatlng Our
ey KIdS" (Newsweek) suggest thlS is' smklng in wnth the pubI|c '

::\_So One part of any solutlon to our chlId: care predlcament must be to: encourage all SRR
_parents to face facts;, ‘make tough chonces and change thelr prlvate llves SO they
' j_"'can be there for thelr chlldren when they are needed 3 i

1 'Another part must be publlc efforts that acknowledge the hlgh contrlbutlons and
.heavy burdens of: conscnentlous ‘parents; and' offer assistance to mothers and fathers ,
" who make responS|ble ch01ces Given the sllghtest bit of: support, many- parents are S
ready to spring into whoIesome act|on ‘Asked. in-a survey commissioned by the

fIndependent Women’s .Forum to descrlbe an "ideal balance between work and
i -'famrly" in their.own lives; sevén out of: ten ‘Americans: sald ‘they. would prefer either:
" having-one parent at home full- tlme ‘or haV|ng part time work set around the family
‘ j'_‘-,,g,schedule Only 15 percent chose "both my 'spouse and me work|ng fuII tlme w1th

: -ch|ld care. |n or. outsrde of our home 'as thelr ldeal R : .
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; In a March Wash/ngton Post survey, fully 68 percent of Amerlcans agreed it wouId
. “. be better if mothers looked after their children at-home: ‘Asked which mothers of ..

- preschool children they respect more: those' who work full time outside the home or.
b {_(those who: stay ‘home full time, the. publlc chose ‘at- home moms-by 51 to 20 percent
o Al types’ of women——from full-time: careerists to- full -time mothers sa|d by marg|ns
: j:,_f‘of at least two to- one that they respected at home mothers more. SO

So the |ssue is’ how to encourage more fam|I|es to transIate thelr asplratlons |nto
o reallty One thing pollcy ‘makers could, do to'slow. down the day care steam roller
. and.increase parental caretak|ng would® be to: encourage more "flex-time"'work,.
"“part -time jobs, and home work (all things'that: Iabor unions strongly res1st) See R
o FﬁRlchard Mlnlter s artlcle (page 51) on thlS subJect . e .

. ,‘__Another much needed reform wouId be to stop favorlng parents who hlre '
»-’“{-v;chlldmlnders (by letting them cIa|m tax credlts for'their day care expenses) while - .
’ _@ﬂf]offerlng no.similar credit to parents who prov:de the|r own care. One way to do. this:
”'flvwould be to ellmlnate the child care tax credit entlrely Another way would be to

extend the same flnanclaltsupport to at home parents c

__',;f?Whlle we ‘re: at lt sharply ralsmg eXlstlng tax exemptlons and credlts for young
. u.’f,"“chlldren would be'a’ very good idea. Allowmg families to keep more of their OWN' ' . v g il
© " moéney.would improve child-rearing while also acknowledglng ina fair way that S D L
T '.;-’parents moldlng our next generatlon are domg soc1ety s most |mportant work U e

: ,_'1"Income spllttlng a reform that would Iet a one- lncome famlly d1v1de its earnlngs

- for tax ‘purposes between husband and. W|fe bumplng them down into lower: tax'

o brackets—ls another long- overdue remedy Th|s would both-fix our current tax R

= 7. code’s marriage penalty, and also make |t eas1er for famllles to survxve thh one.
jparent prlmarlly at home : > RS : o '

L ‘f_.:__iOther suggestlons for what an mtelllgent ch|Id care pol|cy should Iook llke were :
: »F;"wOfferecl recently bY former New Repub//c edltor M|chael KeIIy L

It would seek to stroneg dlscourage out of wedlock blrths It would seek
: to:strongly- reinforce. the |dea ‘that it prlmarlly takes not a v:llage but .

" . parents—two of them—to raise a: :child. It would offer help for parents
~who must'work; -but it would send an unmlstakable message that, -
whenever possrble |t lS better that one parent stays home W|th the kldS

g The pollcy put forward by the Clmton admlnlstratlon lS |rrat|onaIIy
- biased toward the form of-child care most parents:like least- . e e
" institutionalized group care—and- against what most parents want most SR
to’be: able to-afford to have one: parent stay .homei. Why does the - '
o administration seek an economlc incentive for parents to choose work
. over childrearing? .:.If the administration: is serious abolt the best
L |nterests of the. chlldren lt wxll correct the antl home care blas in ltS L

- | pol|cy

Not every Amerlcan chlld W|Il enJoy the prlmary energy and devotlon of. hlS own “
' parents when he is: young ho matter what assistance is offered toward-that end TR
-But that ought to be our goal the |deal toward Wthh all of our encouragements are’ ool
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-aim’,éd". 1‘it’s ~a"sim'ple "pract‘i’cal" 'a;h”d*Wh'qus‘bme" aspiration. -

e _"So what are we’ waltlng for?

;"‘%‘-._.RTHE AMERICAN ENTERPRISE MAY/JUNE 1998 o

o l@f .

" Published:in What's the Problem with Day Care? May/June 1998 -

0 '?Thls mformatlon was found online at: AR . s
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T POUTICS; BUSINESS, AND COLTURE -

= "‘Fatherhood Is Not for W|mps 3

sz Karl Z|nsme|ster '

vMen somet|mes fear that when they enter fatherhood they Wlll have to acqulre a "
__".-‘vdlfflcult and fore|gn set of skllls But. fathers needn’t remake themselves or put on.
“masks to ‘succeed in family llfe normal male tra|ts are useful in the home A Chlld

"v"doesn’t need two’ mothers

‘,Cott|n Pogrebln for |nstance devotes ‘a whole chapter |n her book Fam//y Po//t/cs to ;j
"»‘”t_,!celebrat|ng men: like the fellow from Albuquerque who “loves belng a father so much
~ . that he wanted to share his enthusxasm with a father-to- be He gave his best pal a

. “baby shower at Wthh men fr|ends gathered to toast the forthcomlng baby W|th good

"

5 v:".A'WI“ good food and a rap sessmn about father feellngs -.

SI'm sorry, but efforts like. that are gomg nowhere fast W|th most fathers There |s R R
noth|ng wrong with emotional sens1t|V|ty, but we oughtn 't expect fathers to. act I|ke T
,;mothers ‘When New. Age types hold up the: Albuquerque model of fathering.as =~
‘rsomethlng to be emulated they only scare average men away from responsnble s
S fatherly dutles o ELTA : A o o

SR ’Fathers wxll brlng the|r ba5|c natures to the fam|Iy Just as mothers WI|| brlng the|rs
. .If actress All McGraw. actuaIIy thinks she is going to get:her wish for a. husband

“brave enough to. say I feel fragile and: |nadequate right now, and- I'd like some tlme
o myself to cry,’” well, Iet s-hope she has a very affectionate cat.. It's unrealistic tor - S

’{“expect that most men WI|| ever act th|s way, and destructlve to suggest they should S

""';Modern fatherhood is aIready too much of a. goofy, |neffectual surrendermg sort of
,.:role More sofa S- edge d|ther|ng is the last th|ng we need. Instead, we ought to be
- reassuring young men that there are authentic, active forms of fatherhood that go -
o well with trad|t|onal mascullne |mperat|ves and |nterests And we dont have to - =
B ,:mvent any. “new modeIs of behavior” for them to emulate Men becomlng fathers
" should be allowed to follow théir’male instincts, which" now-have few other outlets
' *":*For many men. fatherhood is-the Iast natural deeply male nlche Ieft to them and
: 'f‘iought to be embraced as such T e v L

:L|V|ng in cramped c1t|es wear|ng pressed cIothes Iabormg in chatty, conflnlng, rule—:"f' S
~ rbound bureaucraC|es ‘cut off from nature, |ncreasmgly passnve and powerless as T
, _‘,_,_.\.|nd|V|duals males ‘today are’ prlmally thwarted in many ways Where are modern

- ‘men’now to find the V|gorous autonomy.. of thelr class|c roles'of wilderness tamer,

*,;‘.knlght shepherd hunter warrjor, ch|ef tender of the earth,, monk or:even “head of
';household”? Most men. do however, still have the’ opportunlty to be fathers. And as: _ e
. co- Ieaders of their own. small- tribe they have a chance to: make a d|fference to Gl
‘_,,create a m|cro world where they reaIIy matter o : L
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c "In the|r pre fatherhood and post fatherhood phase contemporary men can be
" somewhat comical, at times even pitiful; to behold=self-engrossed and pleasure .
e ‘jfocused terrlbly mterested in toys: and games of-all- sorts, obsessed with phyS|caI
- . decline, sen5|t|ve of ego ex1stent|ally |nsecure Whether mirror-gazing, self— )
' expoundlng bachelor or golfball chlpplng retlree the llttle boy in ' many men is never D
~ “too far from. the surface. Fathers are of course not wholly different from menof =~ = " S
. othér.types or'phases, but because they have a “project” and-are’ ‘surrounded: by R S
palpable remlnders of their |mmed|ate personal. |mportance and social responsnblllty, :
they tend to: be less uncertaln and snlly, than many of thelr modern counterparts

o Aman's re5|dence in h|s famlly is a b|IIboard snzed trlbute to! hlS Wlllmgness to a0

’ ;_.;accept the consequences of his actlons And-in’ ‘the dr|ves to provnde protect
’exempllfy, teach, Jjudge, d|5C|pI|ne and comfort there are goals and fulflllments P TR
- aplenty. ‘Most men become even more aware of their d|stlnct|ve maléness after LTk
“ . becoming a father than they were. before, and they ought to be encouraged to reve|l e
S _in that feellng and then take up the serlous respon5|b|I|t|es that go; hand |n hand
Q;':'(@,Wlthlt R O R S ST PP S L .

-‘l‘,,Good heavens,” I can hear cr|t|cs howI|ng, “he S, callmg for a return of the !
%, Neanderthals.” Stoked-by kneeJerk academic attacks.on patrlarchy, opponents of T
*. traditional fatherhood contlnually fume that the only th|ng men want to do |s Iord |t

' "’*_"over others R : e 5 : w

s 7' ‘aThere is. such a thlng ds male domestlc tyranny, and I am not defend|ng such ks
; ~f.'i‘households But what most men- wxsh to:-do for. thelr families is' not to:control’ and S
+ . 'manipulate but-to secure. and. support in love.and Justlce ‘When men are thwarted _
f,”_;'l-‘from f|II|ng those |nst|nctual leadershlp roles they actually become more rather. than MY
7 less likely (in their frustrated lmpotence) to resort to. petty power- mongering and .
" violence, Fathers granted a'measure of social respect and personal ‘authority- W|Il be
LR far saner falrer and gentler than men demed Ieadershlp roles aItogether R

R That is: the message of the classm Lorralne Hansberry play A Ra/sm in the Sun At
. “.. one point; Mama ‘the fam|ly matr|arch upbralds her daughter for hum|l|at|ng her.
. _-brother Walter; the senior *man’of the house,” during his-moment of weakness.
__;_i,_‘f"‘What you tell h|m a- mlnute ago?. That he wasn’t a man‘?” ch|des Mama ln\a o
} 7'.__'powerful speech “Child, when do-you thmk is the- t|me to love somebody the most
" ‘when they.done good and made th|ngs easy for everybody‘? Well then, you ain’t 7+
. ”'”:"‘_"through Iearnlng because that ain’t the time. at all: It's. when he s at h|s lowest and S
L can’t belleve in h|sself cause the worId done whlpped h|m so SO R

.»Mama aIso prods Walters honor When the|r Afrlcan Amerlcan famlly must face a’

climactic showdown with a-hostile neighbor, she. quletly defers to Walter as the . 5 ST TR
-;'.',household s representatlve and: then. insists that Waltet's :son should witness the o
;""’*proceedlngs “Travis, you. stay r|ght here And you ‘make him understand what you

" “doing, Walter Leé. You-teach him' good Like Willy Harris taught you, You show ‘

" where our five generations done come to. Go. ahead; son.”:In the: end, the' -

. '_,."preVIously ‘wavering. ‘Walter stands:up- for the famlly honor.in a. moment of crownlng ','

;courage Burstlng with joy afterwards Mama confldes to Walter s w1fe : “he f|nally
come |nto h|s manhood today, d|dn’t he‘?”"*'-' v : .

AR
R S

I,t,js_,'becausetheyIdon’t-haye jth'e elem'entaI_—»-:sa';tl“sfa‘ctlon o“_ffproudly .susta-lnl;ng a Clan N
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T that s0 many underclass men today resort mstead to pomtIess “provmgs” of the|r A R
‘" manhood through bravado and bluster. The'most elemental male creed'is, “I shleld e T
vand support therefore [am.’ " Men not mvolved in: sh|eIdlng and supporting f|nd
fother ‘ways to prove the|r eX|stence SN hurt;: ‘therefore 1 am,” is orie twisted "
aIternatlve The graffiti-boy’s proof is, VI deface therefore I am "The gangbanger SR
e reasons “I-kill, therefore I'am.” The street libertine says, N lmpregnate thereforeI
” At the other énd of the econom|c spectrum too, there are now.rows upon rows ‘
e of r|ch hedonlsts who can onIy babee I feel: pleasure -therefore I.am.” And :
' contrary to feminist claims, these are all expresS|ons of a stunted—not an-
" :._exaggerated mascul|n|ty T el : ‘ o -

e Tts true that' masculme nature needs to be carefuIIy bounded Blologlcal factors BRI
L work ‘against male monogamy, child nurture; and full’ famlly participation. Men have
.- “aniinnate tendency to flee from' the|r sexuaI effects The. famlly may be a natural
ol env1ronment for femaIes but |t s reIat|ver art|f|C|aI for maIes : L

‘That S why noveI|st Franz Kafka sa|d the bravest th|ng a man can' do is to” marry and
17 "have children,: ‘Being a good father requ1res great self- mastery It also takes. cuIturaI I
°',-;_'f"remforcement men have always had to be won over, or prodded; into taking up .

" their famlly respons|b|I|t|es The good famlly man represents a trlumph of m|nd and
\ .‘:iflmorals over: raw nature A . . . ,

o '_,CIV|I|zat|ons don’t achleve th|s W|thout cont|numg effort Young men have to be Ied— I S
by their own fathers; and:by the " - : O
o g ,_fifatherhood remforcmg r|tua|s of CIVI|I2ed culture—lnto becomlng respon5|bIe P
. progenitors. So long as. fatherhood remains an- expected and’ honored state, . o 0 " R
- ,.fjhowever the conversion to* famlly prowder occurs: fairly readily,. and br|ngs reaI
- Tfulfillment. to the young maIe “Rather than seemlng to intrude on h|s freedom, the -
: ﬁstate of fatherhood w1|l grant hlm a specral d|gn|ty, an: /dent/ty, wrltes psychxatrlst
i DaV|d Gutmann S g L

It's when a culture 'Th'e- Dan'ger?fof;-‘U_nisex Fatherhood = = =~
‘,‘.,;_,,stops upholdlng the .. - _ R
« ‘paternal rituals, ruIes
- “andrewards that ‘ :
- = ‘fathering W|thers Gl v ’
G Today, we're no’ longer : ‘_It is an unequlvocal fact that souetnes today, to the
L sure we' re W|II|ng to ;,.',degree they weaken the. marrlage bond-and. aIIow fathers PR
. make the. social” . to be’ absent, are causing their-own: destruct|on What is- R P
less obvious'is: why SOCIetIeS are toIeratlng the destructnon . Sl

| 'vBy Chr/st/ne Vo//mer

compromlses necessary" -
~for good fathering. : »,Of the famlly “

.. Some people have - . S L
* “actually-convinced - - If L were to put it aII into’ one word 'think it would be -

© . themselves families can’ uniséx=the confusion that exists about the dlfferences
U do fine without fathers - .“between men-and women and their tasksin life. That
They're wrong.’ " confusion has.become much.more :acute since . Lo
s ff“'Wherever men are not - childbearing ceased to be conS|dered agift from: God and-
7Y jured of corralled into - became first optlonal then unpopular In a world where
?."“concermng themselves -~ children are an-option rather than a reason for I|V|ng and IR
. with their children-and -‘f'“‘?worklng, the vital differences’ between men and women . .. -
'-'mates decent human "become much less: meamngful, _and of ‘course, Iess v ‘
' necessary : TR A B L
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‘But beyond fert|I|ty, man senses a need for a real woman SRR ER—
|n order to be. more man;-and woman senses the need: for A e
-,;.;_"And men themselves ~“.-a real man in order to be more woman. And if this were’ ’
. are among thefirst to. not so, there would be very llttle I|terature' I
.7 c.pay the pr|ce OutS|de _ :
. the family, men are-
. enormously’ vuInerabIe :
" They.suffer far h|gher
~ . rates of homicide,
- suicide, accidents,
,:{dlsease -and mental "
¢ .. problems, as’ well as
< causing. vastly
e ‘dlsproport|onate
+.. amounts:of crime,
L sexual vxolence
: _-'_jterrorlsm ‘and m|I|tary
" adventurism.-
" Anthropological studles
# - “reveal that the less
. .fathers are connected
“ " to'families, the'more
“i violent a: cuIture tends
..to be:Men outside
, _famll|es are:also much
 less economically .
productlve stat|st|caIIy
- more. I|ker to beout of
- .+-work and-unwilling to. . -
R work as. Iong and hard

Vv;fsoaety rap|dly fades

‘The essentlal dlfferences between men and women, wh|ch o

- “any child'with two. parents’ |nst|nctlvely feels, are obscured-w_"

"in"a - world dedicated to proving-that men ‘and women "~ -
“ - make equally good professlonals a world where more andy'
- more |nd|v1duals have not-had-the full experlence of
,mother and father in harmonlous contrast e

As the work of fathers has taken them further and further Lo
. “from. home, ‘and fewer citizens have had personal ‘
' "experlence of fatherhood the. world has lost touch W|th
. fatherliness to the pomt of sometlmes declarlng it
unnecessary or nonr eX|stent or-even harmful. But the SRS
_,secur|ty that a: ‘child receives from the perceived strength e
and’ W|sdom of a. father is |mmeasurable (at least by. .-
current technology, although the neurologlcal effect may i
"'soon be detectable as SO, many other |nfluences are belng -
d|scovered at that Ievel) SR T

Chlldren also need mothers of course As we all know and B
+ have experlenced but is now bemg proven by the most = = RS
~ fascinating studies, the. mothers unique and |nst1nct|ve o
“approach is vital fora child’s correct development G Lt
s phys|cal and emotlonal The tonés of a mother’s v0|ce her}*' T
' partlcular ways of . |nteract|ng, and. other dlstlnctlve
_womanly traits are now proven to have an effect on the’ ‘
“baby’s: ‘brain development that a‘man, or.evena group of FLA
women, cannot achieve. Mothers are: also essent|a| for ERSEIRE S
. med|at|ng, softemng, and . ‘ R
,expla|n|ng the rougher aspects. of the world as the ch|ld P
encounters them Not |nfrequently, these rougher aspects
are clashes W|th the Iaw glvmg capacnty of the|r fatherl '

i It is frU|tIess to hope for
easy" solutlons” to. the j
problems of: e

i underproductlve
- .. frequently dangerous'
““males. drifting outside. of.

- families. As the - . ;

‘d|st|ngU|shed soaologlst

. Alice Rossi puts:it, “the " ' PR e " AR i
" ‘machine Cultures of the Fathers who wash d|shes bathe bables, and do heavy

'v_j;West have shown' no ‘work in the home are no less. fatherly ‘and-no less .,
"' inventiveness in- o “masculine for it. In fact, the strength, kindness, and E
", - developing new socral support which are. ‘central fatherly attributes are often well:.
~ + institutions capable of .- shown in th|s beautiful. way by modern fathers. The G e
" providing individual _;problem occurs when new: roles interfere with the fathers L
" loyalty and social _‘natural |nfluence as: Iaw g|ver for hls chlldren TR
" integration to replace 1 . ' S T
' the'bonds of the - oIn sOme V|ews “new fathers are supposed to provnde
_":fi’famny Alternate ways only’ comforts: ‘to the|r children. Authoritative fatherhood :
. of restrammg male . ) ‘,as it-has- eX|sted since, the beglnnmg of mankmd |nscr|bed T
f:;,energles Slmply don’t m human nature and descrlbed all through Scrlpture is. no"' SRR
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[

cexisti o v.‘;’_'vlonger tolerated 1 would plead that it.once aga|n become ¢
co 7 ol U eurconviction that men be: encouraged to be'masculine : o
~"'Yettake these very - - fathers, in the model of our heavenly Father: the o
"."'same marauding men . intensely lovmg prowder and law-giver; exacting and -

and link them to W|ves forglvmg And that women once: aga|n be reassured that
. and:children in‘webs of ‘being a'mother—the intense, tender courageous, and -
. -~responsibility, and they g compasS|onate medlator of ‘a child’s first impressions,:
o ‘can’ live rad|cally : relations, and experlences——ls |nexpress1bly reward|ng and
v different lives. It is notf., v»,worthwhlle _
so‘much that their ' L £ b D
natures change as that V/ve I d/fference lsan understatement W|thout " BENS Sl
- they acquire new énds. - d/fference I|fe |tself as weII as' C|V|I|zat|on |s |n danger
o GoK Chesterton once . . , ) e
Ry wrote that “The watch= '—Chr/st/ne Vol/mer heads the Lat/n Amer/can A/l/ance for N
- dog fights while the Wild the Family. This is ‘adapted from a.talk she gave to the

' dog often funs away. Of Pont/f/cal CounCII for the Fam/ly /n Rome June1999
“ . the husband as of the " .

o house dog, it may often be sa|d that he has been tamed |nto ferocnty

A h|nt as to how this makeover may take place was provxded by anlmal behaV|or|st
o JKonrad Lorenz. He showed that famlly onalty is: closely linked to aggressnve A
|mpulses —that: rltuals of court|ng, frlendshlp, matlng, and. greetlng are. often very
{'sl|ghtly ‘modified versions. of battle’ behavxors triumph.dances; and other . i
“““characteristic: motor patterns of aggressmn “What is taklng place when anlmals _
”establ|sh loyal bonds‘to each other, then, isa redlrectlon of aggresswe energles |nto B
_z,soc1ally product|ve ends In psychoanalyst Selma Fralberg s summary, aggressmn |s ’
rf'v‘f;made over in the service of Iove : ¥ l S R R

. _,...,"_,There is another darker |mpI|cat|on to all., of th|s thuallzed fam|Iy formatlon is more
' .i‘f*‘?than our ladder to-cultural success—it.is: aIso our. ma|n bulwark agalnst anarchlstlc S
R '|nterpersonal V|olence specifically male violence. “Where there are no human: bonds
" there is'no’motive for'the regulation and control 6f aggressive urges, expla|ns LR
3 Fralberg As the number of-men. operatlng outside’ famlly commltments r|ses R
' "therefore the soc1al tempest |n our streets and schools grows gr|mmer

In pr|or eras, the vast maJorlty of men wer: , 'utlnely won over |nto productlve
‘ _‘-famlly I|fe By what forgotten means d|d earller generat|ons achleve th|s7 i

.~:;~Stud|es of paternal |nvolvement among both huma‘ns and nonhuman pr|mates show
‘that-a few critical’ factors. make all the d|fference One precondltlon is monogamy
T jIndeed one of the very few places other than -among-humans that extensive ... "
'.,'”ipaternal care existsis- among the small number of monogamous pr|mates and b|rds
7. A related precondltlon is certalnty of birth—= ‘studies show that men take care’ of their e e
'j:}"'fchlldren if they’re sure they are'the father and are recognized-as such. A final factor R
2owis female encouragement for fatherlng efforts Few fathers WI|| ‘get involved unless -
v théy have'the support of the mother and that rarely occurs unless the mother and
e '-‘?»father share the same househoId el o =

In other words the maglc lngredlents needed to t|e men to the|r ch|ldren are the
‘ -*-;._'j'-anc1ent ones Sexual restralnt and endurlng marrlage
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: VS|nce mothers so vuInerabIe to male desertlon ._a‘re espeC|aIIy dependent on the' MR
maintenance of strong fam|Iy dlsupllnes, it's" astonlshlng that women would ever ... .
, "collaborate ¢! weaken|ng the nuclear family. And historically, women:did no such = -
. fthlng There has been a change,. however ‘over the last 30 years. The sexual g
N -revolutlon feminist proselytizing; - and: the expanS|on of government entitlements . - -
‘have weakened the case for. sexuaI restralnt and male respons1b|I|ty By abandonlng
" miuch of the|r trad|t|onal effort at braklng sexual behavnor and moving instead. - ‘
. toward: the “every person ‘for himself’. p05|t|on that has long been the sexual creed
oof self|sh males, women have unIeashed a new crueIness |n our homes and '
- ‘"communltles o IR o : ST :

‘l

Changed Iaws have also damped down respon5|ble fatherhood In her much-- .
trumpeted book Backlash fem|n|st Susan Faludi noted gleefully that b|olog|cal
7 fathers |ncreasmgly Iack ‘much: of a.say atallin: the reproductive process. " The easy
- ava|Iab|l|ty of abortion without any limits has completely altered the'incentives -
~-facing a-man who Iearns he has lmpregnated a woman out of wedlock. The -
‘f',longstandlng sense. that a father has a moral obllgatlon to stick with the mother: and
" ...-provide for. his Chlld is. be|ng. replaced y;ja utllltarlan selflshness that washes the
. féther’s hands’ of obligation. “If she wants to carry the child to term instead of - v
. :getting rid of |t when she has the chance goes the thlnklng, then ralsmg the kld is _'
" her problem RS e SRR A

e

Even marr|ed husbands have no Iegal rlght today to be not|f|ed of thelr wives’
*‘pregnanc|es or “abortions; much less'to have any |nfluence on the deC|S|ons made

- behalf if the pregnant mother is. abusmg drugsor alcohol Reproduct|on has been
_completely privatized as a female choice; a female’ right—a female problem: erter
':;M‘Nancy Pearcey describes this. as a bllnd spot of the fem|n|st movement ” which - PR
: |solates women atJust that pomt where male responS|b|I|ty needs to be Jolted LAIRRRAC A

'Author Cathy Young notes that the ln5|stence on absolute female autonomy in all

e reproductlve matters- dlscourages fatherly |nvoIvement She ‘observes’ that women

. today can, and do, .get'men to impregnate: them unawares She . quotes a smgle Rt
. .mother’s explanat|on of why she conceived her baby without seeking the father's

B _consent “It dldn’t matter what he wanted because I knew what I wanted " o

.'_’Young notes that fathers of all sorts now face pubI|c attltudes and legaI poI|C|es that
suggest: they are'simply not |mportant Judges .sometimes’ make it difficult for v
fathers to remain ‘involved: with their children after dlvorce for instance, This is:no
3 ’way to. get men more |nvolved in the|r ch|Idren 's: I|ves “Is it falr or. reallstlc asks
.~ -Young, “for women to’'say to-men: The child you:conceive is none of your busmess |f

e 'that S what I deC|de but you have to care for |t |f that S what I expect7” - i

T'Fem|n|st Barbara Ehrenrelch blandIy urges that we accept" father d|sappearance i
tas a hlstorlcal fait accomp// and begin to act on its-economic consequences for
women —by which she means we should: increase. welfare spending for single. .

‘ about them. Current law makes it ImpOSSIb|e for a father to intervene on his child’s . L

. 'mothers “This'is a disastrous miscalculation of the long-term tolerability of father e

3 75fl|ght and of its reverS|b|l|ty Ehrenre|ch also. m|sunderstands the causes of what .
.+ .+ she characterizes as-"the male revolt.” In truth,.the turn away from fatherhood s
A,not just a- revolt” by men buta push -pull phenomenon -with age-old:male - LR
w _Uwanderlust belng reIeased and fed by itl- adV|sed soc1al changes that downgraded
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_‘Jfa.therly:v roles;"'T'his was‘done"' mf'u‘ch of lt’-’can b indone

,And |t should be because meekIy accommodatlng' m'aIe absence from the fam|Iy '

:_’would amount to a permanent surrender to: social’ mlsery ‘and chaos. Ehrenrelch e, R
herself seéms aware of the risks, when she worrles aloud: “Are we ach|escmg to a BT TU
‘future in Wthh men will always be trans1ents in the I|ves of women and never fully AR R ST
L members of the human famlly?” Her final conclu5|on though reeks of fatalism and

--if;surrender Women she. argues,. _should live lndependently on. state- guaranteed

-"’lncomes because the state is less bothersome than:hard-to-manage men. (She has £l
R company in this opinion. When actress’ MlcheIIe Pfelffer announced her decrsmn to
- vstay smgle while becomlng a mother she explalned “Igdon t want some guy ln my

- life” forever who s gonng to be drlvmg me nuts ”) T : o

1

":“Here we: face the core |ssue The heart of today s fatherhood breakdown isn t
'”,j_";-.-between fathers and chlldren Itis between fathers and mothers:: Qulte srmply, too
. ‘many: men, and womenh are at’ sword 's pomts The damag|ng fI|ght of men from .

- families, and from their chlldren istoa conSIderabIe degree justa side effect of the
‘ .breakdown in com|ty and Iong term commltment between men and women

SIS true as Ehrenre|ch and Pfe|ffer say, that establlshlng a: permanent cooperatlve
. life with’ a member of the opposnte sex can brlng much bother and: frustratlng N
_compromlse -In the past however, people have accepted this as the necessary prlce
of devotlon lastlng love, and c|v1llzed existenice: Today s wide acceptance of: fleetlng '
lsexual trysts agamst a preva|I|ng background of sexual separatlsm represents a very
+‘new pattérn. And one:that can't-last. For-as Journallst Paul Taylor has written, no
:.matter how much we spend on welfare transfers, child support cr|me control Head
,Start and the l|ke tat'the end of the day, unless the whole society also’ learns how'.
-to revalue marrlage and restlgmat|ze broken. relatlons between mothers-and fathers
none of the rest will matter much. The emp|r|cal evidence. is in: When marr|age o
atrophles so does fatherhood And S0 does socrety e TR : co

I've argued that men W|Il partlclpate in famlly llfe onIy |nsofar as they are confldent
"they will be allowed to do'sotin comfortably male- ways Unreallstlc domestlc
;.expectatlons leave men frustrated and uncooperatlve Asthey become alienated
_they make themselves scarce;.and over-burdened. women and needy ch|Idren are
left behlnd I suggest a more humane and practlcal path :

oY ® Accept that in most famllles partlcularly when' the chlldren are young, women wrll
f ..,,..,_i*be the ch|Id rear|ng masters and men: the seconds ins command :

‘_o Use soaal sanctlons and encouragements to Iean hard on those seconds ln-f :
-.:-command to make sure they do not become sh|rkers and slackers e

e Work creatlvely to reconcne ch|ld rearlng rea||t|es w1th the asplratlons of
PN contemporary womenfor wider: soc1al opportunltles and higher status. (Of Wthh the
"‘u.,f.largest part,.in.my opinion, should be a forceful campalgn ‘stressing that individuals® . R
R ""’engaged in conscnentlously tra|n|ng our: next generatlon are not wastlng those years ’;_’_‘{g":,.,:_ SRR
’; but are actually maklng glgantlc socraI con 'butlons ) i R

o Above all learn to accept work w1th|n and then enJoy the powerful crueI
i .;=.j',del|ghtful |mpuls10ns that make up our unmeItable human nature If we WI|| reJect
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"}‘;-artlﬂaal sex’ roles whlle av01d|ng self mdulgence we can carve out comfortably

- - natural.male and: female roles even'in this modern era. Fathers and mothers who c
‘.. take up thelr awesome ch|Idrear|ng dutles as d|st|nct overlapplng, lnterdependent‘
‘”*partners W|II ﬂnd success and happlness wrthm easy reach :

Pubhshed in _'—:Does Father Stil KngBest?. vSe’pte}r';béf/Qctobe; 1999 .

:A/‘T-::‘,.‘_ o .

: "Th|s lnformatlon was foiind onhne at e T ¥
‘http //www taemag comllssues/artlcleid 17050/art|cle detall asp
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"j"The Deep Secrets of Good Schools g

!_”,_By Karl stmelster

e Amerlcans teII poHsters that |mprovmg schooIs is. Just about the|r hig est publlc L
- . priority today. Yet there is.no consensus on-the bést way to do this.‘People are = .. )
'iprofoundly uncertain of how.to Judge the.scads of faddish educational reforms: now S
w7 intcirculation. One of. the most constructive th|ngs that can be done to improve -
- education, therefore is simply to observe successful schools in practice. What
Tk 'exactly does each offer to students7 Why do they work whlle others fa|I7

_For more than a year now, we 've been dorng Just thls sort of observatlon for you
. Our investigators have. V|5|ted 'schools from California to Connecticut, and Michigan™’
-7 'to Mississippi. In the pages: that follow;’ you'll find..14 |ntr|gumg proflles of schools

. ‘that truly-teach. Collectively,: they can teII us a‘lot about what poor-to- -middling: - R
. 'schools (and there are far more of these in our land than you may reaI|ze) ought to oy
j_be d0|ng that they aren’t L :

The schools you re about to tour vary enormously—they |ncIude publlc pr|vate,
"l'};,;pcharter and-for-profit schools, a:Catholic schiool and‘a Jewish school, a military .
- academy, rural board|ng schools, big-city schools,. schools that are mostIy ‘black, ”
- .-others that are mostly white, elementary schools and high schools. We emphatlcally
- did not seek-institutions: that turn out all Harvard students. The nation doesn’t want
“many more Harvard- graduates ‘the’nation wants a mix of" perspectlves skills, and
straining. Our profiles are of schoals that produce disciplined, striving,. competent

‘graduates ready to contribute to America in-one of the thousands of . ways our
- country needs help— —whether through academic pursuits, commercial- creatrvrty,
d|I|gent m|I|tary serV|ce orJust pIam good character and decent C|t|zensh|p

.We plcked schools that do a Iot W|th what they are handed at the start ObV|oust a
~»school packed with doctors’ kids,will ‘produce high-SAT- scores. Blg deal. What we -

_. looked for were-institutions that make strong forward progress given the'human ..~ =
AR potentlal they begin with— advancmg ch|Idren as far as, p055|ble from where they j i
B entered in |ntellect and character e , i S

As much as they dxffer it s, extremely |nterest|ng how many common tralts are T
. shared by the successful schools we- profile.: A-remarkably similar basic formula - o
-~ -applies.in almost all of these places ‘high demands. on students; strict dlsapllne a:
-+ strong and’ unapologetrc moral component;, |nclud|ng a.respect for religion; an

.~ emphasis;on teaching. intellectual basics, a preference for time-tested books and RN

"‘curricula, clear standards of dress groomlng, and comportment and an msnstence ,
on pohteness respect and courtesy W T . o ‘ Voo

S "'And one other thmg most of these schools are: comparatlvely “hard They push
' Kids, and demanid effort. That alone d|st|ngu|shes them from many other U.S..

‘" schools./In"an article in The:Executive Educator,‘an Israeli mother named Judlth
.- Koren who relocated: her two chlldren to one of: the best pubI|c schools in-w- -

'lWestchester County, New. York, laments that “at the start of the u.S. school year o
. 'my son’s sixth-grade:class was getting abolit an houtof homework a-day. But after . ' o
7 three. months -a group of parents complained to.the school that their children’ were oo L
*- 7 dverworked..: The teachers cut back on assignments.” She: concludes that “no one’ Lo
: ‘expects very much of Amerlcan k|ds and warns, th|s |s why U S students often test o T
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- ,_Iower than forelgn counterparts Arr|v1ng from Israel Koren reports ‘my- srxth- :

. grader was afull year ahead of his: classmates in mathematlcs and my third- .

s grader—who could barely read EngI|sh on arrlval—tested only SlX months below the
- cIass average R ’ . N : v

-So what secret formulas potent technologles and r|ch flnancmg methods do S e
. -overseas teachers rely on7 How-.do they make learning’so much fun for their -
~““students? The answer is; they don’t.: The secretiingredient.in most successful -
.. % " education is cost free. It is exceedlngly ‘Jlow-tech. And it has l|ttle to do wuth fun in
iy ;,the snmplest sense That |ngredlent is brow sweat ' Y

] Koren descrlbes how two BrltlSh women she knows became effect|ve essaylsts and
- speakers. “Each week, they'd had homework exercises like this:: While preserving
S every ‘essential point, reduce a 100-word-essay to 50 words; ‘then: to 20, thenito 10
.. Reduce.500 words-'to 50; 1,000 words to 100. Week after, week year. after year., A" .
--grind?’ Sure'it’s a grind. Who said l|teracy is.easy? It takes pract|ce Few kids want T T
_-to put in that amount of work.'The schools have to‘demand ‘it.” (By the way, anyone{ GO
"_-;tralned in this: method should contact me |mmed|ately I have a _]Ob waltlng ) ik

_-Though they hardly ever act forcefully on thelr knowledge most Amerlcans now
" understand that their local schools are not-demanding:enough of their pupils. A" S
- national survey funded by the Fordham ‘Gund,-MacArthur;and Olin FoundatlonSJust R
. released this fall found that only 9 percent of parents say. teachers are putting too" : -7
S ",much academic-pressure ‘on their ¢hild. Only 10. percent say their.child is getting too;
TR ”much homework Just 11 percent say thelr Chlld S, school does too much test|ng E

'}{rQuerled whether they would support a requrrement at thelr ch|ld s school of summer,_,, L
- classes for students who can’t meet uniform.standards, 81 percent of all parents e
%' answer yes: More than two-thirds say they would- favor harder standards even. if.

"'thelr own child were sent to summer school or even held back a grade

A Beneath the b|g commonalltles of hlgh standards and mmd stretchlng demands, o R

.o “however, the best schools vary- ‘widely in ¢lassroom practlces and educational Tl et
SR -ftechnlques as.you'll see' when you'read through. our mosaic of proflles ThlS is to be R

R expected in: an undertaklng so deeply personal as educatlon :

o ;I learned a: lesson |n this: regard durmg my early years as a father One humblmg
_aspect of raising chlldren for me:was discovering how: much youngsters can differ,

- even within'the same. fam|Iy, and. how strong each'child’s internal predispositions . "
- -tend.to be. Rearing ch|Idren is not like kayaking, where you ‘point the boat preC|sely L R
. .where you want to.go; it's'more Ilke sailing—you take the prevailing force as a g|ven""-‘ P TS T

.07 .andsimply try:to redirect it..If you’re‘good, and-lucky, you'll zig-zag- your way to

ER "jabout where you’d I|ke to be But be prepared to roll with’ the seas -

‘_,_'ngvery Chl[d has pecullar capabllltles and needs and an mnate d|rect|on of hlS or her R
‘o own, ‘Effective schooling, like effective parentlng, ‘must:begin-by acknowledglng this = o
i 'real|ty Some children. are delicate and in need of extra“sensitive treatment; others -
= will.be ruined without a whip hand. Some students:thrive on independent =~ .~ .*_
@ ' coursework,. others, desperately need structuréd days.and lnsplred gu1dance Some o
- children are bursting with quirky gifts, others have.a fire for competltlon burnlng

. within their breasts, yet others will-achieve preC|sely as much; or as little, as is-

.7 -demanded of them. Some youngsters go through several of these phases at
S H -vdlfferent pomts ln thelr llves . R SRR R

.fSchools must take the: dlfferlng natures of ch|Idren lnto account To a conSIderabIe T
_-;_;,degree this is-a sorting exercise. There are, to put.it simply, certain children who sl
. should never darken the door of a m|I|tary academy, yet others who w1ll blossom
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‘ .“only in one When it comes to wr|t|ng, memor|2|ng, learn|ng languages pursumg ”'

© - science, absorblng music, obtaining religious tra|n|ng, exploring athletics, there is. K

S not. str|ctly one answer to-educational excellence. Rather there are- mult|ple answers
_for. children of different: ages origins, and- temperaments To reach his maximum.

. potential, the fatherless inner-city-boy will 'sometimes require a different reglmen

.- from the rural girl, or the’ offspring of dual-career ‘suburbanites.(Of course Horace

. Mann, the father of American. public schoollng, thought just.the: oppOS|te—|nS|st|ng
uthere was one saentlﬁc method by wh|ch all chlldren should be educated )

‘ Educatlon is a humane undertaklng 23 people busmess and as W|th other people
businesses I'suggest what we really' need if we're going to succeed is a-bloom of
competing options. They all need to -be serious; demanding, and clear-eyed. And.’
~ . they:must'share certain un|versals of truth, common language, joint;history,-and. SRR TR AT
© ¢ tradition. But these fundamentals may be pursued through a varlety of methods and
':"mechanlsms L - RuLs . . o

'It may seem paradOX|caI to argue that aII successful schools share certa|n basnc
assumptions while at the same’time saying- there is no. s|ngle right:way to educate.-
- But after. you ‘'ve read-our 14 proflles I think you'll. concur: The-Frederick: Douglass
~ Academy:in- ‘Harlem and the:Benjamin Franklin Charter Schools in Arizona" couId
;,hardly be more dlfferent culturally, yet they are educatlonal blood brothers

o Because we need wnde ch0|ces to suut dlfferlng C|rcumstances ‘we ought to be
' encouraging competition among schoollng alternatives.'We should require every
- "school to disclose its results, then-let parents and childrén select the best match- for
+" - _their situation—without ponntlessly eliminating alternatives like private-or rel|g|ous
- .schools. As even arch-liberal Brent Staples wrote recently, “the argument that -
~ 'millions of children must have their lives snuffed-olit by failing schools and". o
i f|ncompetent teachers just to keep. lmpregnable the wall between church and state
.'-has worn th|n in m|ll|ons of homes |nclud|ng my own K

The great and traglc—lrony is that wh|Ie educatlon is. one of Ilfe s undertaklngs :
. least suited to one-= size-fits-all product|on ‘America’s current system of publlcly
~financed schools is one of the‘most uniform and monopollzed portions of our
", society., Compare the. way we school to the way we prowde doctorlng, or housmg, or
even: college educatlon R o S P D e ik
’.\-:'-.,“'Our I|beral elltes love to cr|t|c|ze cookle cutter shopplng malls standard|zed o
.. highways, and assembly-line hamburger chains. Yet they haven 't a word to speak
.-against the automaton blunderings of public: education’ monopolles For a gllmpse of
~ how rich and multi-faceted childhood education could beina freer world of de- =
~_j_-jfmonopol|zed educatlon please wander through the classroom doors we open for you
= ."_'l..-':,vstartlng on page 18.. S o EEEN , e .

S ThlS mformatlon was found onllne at e
' f].http //www taemag comllssues/artlcleld 15664/art|clev detall asp
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" .,.The Electlon s Overf-N w;Flght the War

-f‘}-By Karl Zlnsmelster

iThlS |sn tJust any.fall season in Amerlca Our nat|on lS at war Instead of raklng
o Jeaves in their backyards, munchlng freshly: plcked apples ‘and shopplng for hollday

1:turkeys tens of thousands of. our: nelghbors and; fr|ends and fellow citizens -are ;

currently at risk on" forelgn soil. They get up every day, pull: on body armor and

_helmets, and set off on dangerous mlsslons whose success.or failure could -

‘ ._{i{ultlmately affect the llves of m|Il|ons of people Some of these Amerlcans w1ll d|e :
And they are donng th|s .on.: my b h\alf and yours T o P .

‘ .,Ifm |ntentlonally wrltlng about what Amerlca shouId do next in Iraq W|thout knowmg
., who.our next Commander-in- Chlef will-be:-for this task is blgger than political -
personalltles and the nation will-have to make steely chonces no matter who leads
usi To me, the sharpest |nd|ctment in Zell:Miller's. speech at the Republlcan '
. cconventlon ‘was his- recollectlon of how careful: Wendell Wilkie was'when he ran for
;;-;_'.‘fPreSIdent in 1940 to avond mak|ng hay agalnst FDR ln a way that ‘might undermlne
.. ‘America's posntlon in World War 1L Mlller s expreSS|on of regret that his Democratlc
~  Party was: not S|m|larly able: torun a polltlcal campalgn today without undercuttlng I
~_““our national-war effort was just right. What was John Kerry's chief spokesman .. oo i
o ;thlnklng when’ he: handed- Iraq S gangsters a ready made openlng by call|ng Prlme .
Minister-. Allawn ‘an Amerlcan puppet"" How' 51ckenmg to ‘see'America's life- and- death' e
?-:fflght agalnst lmplacable enemles tossed |nto the flre to heat the bonlers of partlsan
, Apo“tl'cs e : . SR R S Loy

“"f._;_-Presldents come and Pre51dents -go, but pestllent enemies of Amer|ca w1|l always be
”'jwlurklng, prob|ng for: cracks in‘our foundatlon gnawmg -at’ the boards and shutters of
our homes watchlng us festerlng, plott|ng M|ddle Eastern extremlsts hated us o
when J|mmy Carter 'sat’in the Whlte House;-th umlllated our hation.in Tehran on
« . his’ watch. They resented us under Ronald: Reag'a_ nd - kllled our: Marlnes in
e "’_’Lebanon as we tried-to shelter war- ravaged crvmans" They: spat at us while George
a;'.Bush the elder held the relns (and were surpr|sed wheén we: struck back’ for the flrst
i 'tlme in: Kuwalt) They. loathed Amerlca under:Bill- Clinton, and even dared ‘to come. to _
vt.our own shores to attack us--not once but several t|mes ' : ’

’Only on September 11 d|d we flnally begln'to pay attentlon M|ddle Eastern SR
_extremists ‘have attacked us again-and’ agaln—-datlng ‘back-at least to'1979 and’ the
;‘Jkldnapplng of U.S. embassy. employees by Ayatollah Khome|n| The destructlon of .-
the Twin Towers was merely a glant double exclamat|on mark at'the end of a long
- “paragraph that includes scores of vile attacks, ranging from the murder of an-
American retiree'in a- wheelcha|r aboard the Achille Lauro to-the Pan Am 103
,bomblng that ended 270 llves in‘one boom, Fanatlcs from Islamic nations have
struck-at- embassies and nlghtclubs and barracks. and offlce bunldlngs “They've’ kllled -
~with huge bombs; and with: slender kn|ves drawn across necks ,s»They w1|l attack '
'fa»galn no matter who occuples our. Whlt House e ' -
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Amerlcans need to start thlnklng of our war agalnst Mlddle Eastern terror in thel:“ R
“same ways we’ approached our long struggle against' communism and- our harsh;:: R
. oen fight to stop the ‘Nazis in tlmes past ‘We must be prepared for what JFK. calleda * = .
“ o tong, twilight struggle," and remember his pledge that the U.S. would."pay: any -
L price, bear any burden, meet any hardshlp, support: any friend, oppose any foe; in
. order to assure the survival and thé success of liberty.". ‘Fanaticism rooted in the
~ Islamic world is the glant challenge facing the current: generatlon of Amerlcans we
-will SImply not be secure and free until- that part. of the world is pacified. Amerlcans SR Y
" understood this after the horror of 9/11. But too many with short attention spans: PR
) -':f',have already forgotten what it was that dragged us to Afghanlstan Iraq, and. other
}_;hellholes and why we can tJUSt return to our. bllthe mnocence of September 10
'=-:.,-2001 ~ L SR

o As we dec1de what to do next.in the war on terro the f|rst step is to remind *
'fvourselves of the high stakes We are flghtlng formldable and merc1less global -
e i enemles They have the ablllty to cripple our: economy, to- damage our culture, to. .7 -
L ;;.vundercut our international posmon and to kill any one of us: Our chlldren w1ll not be '
e *-';‘T-safe until th|s danger is. eradicated. This’ isa reaI war, a dlffuse one, but one as -
U ,_‘,serlous as’ any we: have fought in the past s T : : ‘

L 'The second thlng we- must do as we- assess the war. agalnst terror is to thmk clearly
; 'i,,',and with' some hlstor|cal perspectlve about the’ costs It's very reasonable to ask

: whether our f|ghts in Afghanlstan Irag,. and other Iocales are. worth what we are

e "_expendmg in blood and treasure Can we. afford thlS struggle?

a 'In 2004 the U. S spent 4 percent of our GDP on:natlonal defense That is far less
“than’ the:10 percent. of national output consumed by’ m|l|tary efforts durlng the

7,.V|etnam War. It is but a drop in the bucket. compared to the 38 percent of GDP
featen up by defense durlng WorId War II :

_,Last year when Congress was wrangllng over the request for $20 bllllon to help '
o “rebuild Iraq, I went searchlng for basellnes agalnst which I'could measure that -

B ;mlnd numbing- sum. I.did some: math and dlscovered that Amerlcans will'spend $37

L_bllllon this year on salty snacks llke pretzels and potato ch|ps we'll collectlvely )
‘spend $31 billion on candy.-Can we:afford $20 billion-to help set & free Iraq’ on |ts
‘feet? We' might better ask. whether we can afford not to.. Partlcularly when you ' ¢
G .:;,.’con5|der that just the |mmed|ate damages done to the U S by the attacks of: 9/11
el ,have been: estlmated at $161 b|II|on ' ‘ :

ﬂ.-',And then there are the costs in lost serv1cemen All; of us mourn these deaths and
_"'-_r.‘_anurles (some of them' people I came to-admire dur|ng my times:in Iraqg). But there '
" ‘has'never been a war:against wrongdomg without losses, and there never will be
~ Over the four years of World: War.1I; the U. S.lostan: average of 300 'men every
“ssingle day.. In:Iraq we'are. losmg an average of less than two per day Bearin'mind
~“-also that JUSt keeping our communltles safe: here at’ home: costs us one brave Cen e
'*'Amerlcan about every 29 hours—-pollce offlcers prison. guards flreflghters etc. We
- “are fortunate beyond words to have’ ml”lOl‘lS of 'men and. women-willing to‘expose -
_themselves to those. rlsks S0 thelr fellow C|t|zens can remain safe. There'is an: AR
: '»lnescapable blood prlce for c1v1hzat|on and the’ guardlans of the peace who serve L
t‘l'here at home, and our soldlers who flghtoverseas pay lt for the rest of us. ..

- http//wwwtaemagcom/pr1ntVers1on/pr1nt_art1cleasp‘7 , t1cleID=18290 SRR f 5/8/2006 ol R



| P The Blecon’s Over-NowFightthe War - Rageder?

o Havnng g|ven some sober thought to the costs of the war on terror the thll‘d thlng RS
- ‘we need to ask.s"What are the: beneflts--both those already realized and those L
potentlally down the road?" Here are a few of our accompllshments sihce 2001

‘ -."",For more than three years there have been no. terrorlst attacks on U .S. so|l
As some of my“soldier: acqua|ntances put it, we are’now playing an away | A
,schedule with the flghtlng in this war havmg been shlfted to the other guy S
el backyard-—whlch is what-an army |s for G
e Accordlng to separate studles from: the Stockholm Internatlonal Peace :
“Research Instltute and Canada's ProJect Ploughshares both the’ number of
people killed in war and’ the: number of conflicts across the globe fell to their - R
i __‘flowest IeveIs in the post- WorId War II era dur|ng the last year Clalms that the
. world is now.in-chaosare’ wrong T , T S
e About two thlrds of al- Qaeda s Ieadershlp has now been kllled or captured |ts _
:communlcatlons ‘choked, off, |ts fundralsmg d|srupted |ts tra|n|ng sxtes and S
* sanctuaries eliminated.” i el
» -Instead of a|d|ng al- Qaeda as. in: the past Saudls and Paklstanls and Gulf Arabs o
- have begun p|tched battles agalnst the network o S S
.. e The Pakistani’ ring ‘that was selling nuclear technology to rogue natlons l|ke
- North- Korea and Libya was exposed and. broken up-in. 2004 “ =
o Sobered by Saddam s fate leya renounced terror and nuclear proIlferatlon
.and Syria has' announced it"will: accede to U S. pressure and puII troops out of
. Lebanon, where it has Iong incubated- mternatlonal terrorists. Under S|m|lar
U8, pressute, the Saudls have f|nally stated they are W|Il|ng to allow women ' B
. 'to votein the future, PR i : AR
- o In Afghamstan and Iraq, more than 50 mllllon people who preV|ously llved T
“ o7 under two of the crueIest governments on Earth are free to choose the|r owni '
< T leaders for the first time’ ever L » - o i e
" & And Saddam Hussein, one'of the most. ;'eous despots on the globe quI soon S
o “f'face courtroom Justlce at the hands of h|s own v1ct|ms R L s

None of these are small matters we must resrst the temptatlon to become bIase e
about such accompllshments Hlstorlans WI|| look back at many. of these as maJor T
=~ milestones. And'if you look over the full roster you, begln to see that perhaps the SR
" ‘sacrifices of our. soldlers and our taxpayers have not been fru|tless or . ;
’ _unconscnonable after aII o , NI

'.:"And the very top potentlal benefrt of today s tough f|ght in: the Mlddle East is a work e
“still in progress--namely, our effort to nurture governments that can serve as" i
:-.-f.;beacons toward a less cruel way of living. The real monster behind’ 9/11 was not
.~ Osama bin Laden; ‘he' was merely the 1mmed|ate threat: The deeper problem isthe
‘ "fj'":“_abyssmal hlstory of oppressuve rule throughout the. Middle East. Amongst the 22 =
. -Arab nations, there are exactly zero ‘decent, self—governlng democracres The "
o dreadful governments that have immiserated these: countrles for the last several -
- ngeneratlons have produced only one: th|ng in-abundance: a bumper crop of ‘ ,
-2 homicidally. frustrated young men eager to take out thelr shame and envy on' more
successful nat|ons ' S : : j S

,_‘?:__I_‘Amenca dlspatched troops to Afghanlstan and Iraq to overturn thelr ruling: part|es
‘,,-.-(two ‘of: the very worst on the globe) because we reallzed that untll that reg|on has

s/82006 -
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R ' ~mode|s for more humane and representatlve governance, resentful klllers W|l| keep
EE L pouring- out to savage us.:This is a tough assngnment but we have no-choice. Tt |s
*hard nosed practlcallty that: motnvates today,'s effort to remake these cradles of
b "".,,terror not some sort of dreamy Don. Qu1xote crusade for democracy. Until thereis. & 5.
S change in that forbuddlng ratio--22. states zero decent governments—-the shadow of el T
L Mlddle Eastern V|olence w1|| hang heaV|ly over us ' L S 2

; ,Whlle f|ght|ng to establlsh less despotlc governments in Afghanlstan and Iraq is’ the P
‘ '-_;.f,rlght way to solve our ult|mate problem, it is’ lousy polltlcs The polltlcally smart’
e :{thlng for Président Bush wouId have beeh:to knock off the’ Taliban, dust his hands
. - .-and” announce that he had saved Amerlca He could have. basked in the’ easy. wm g
v ’_‘ff.""and then coasted to-re- electlon That is more or'less the. strategy all Amerlcan
‘Presidents followed inthe Mlddle Eastfor'more: than' a quarter century Respond to:.

- -‘"‘jfattacks wnth pinprick reprisals, leave the entrénched despots alone'in the interests:. -
of qu|et punt on all*tough cases, and hand the problem off to the next quy. That * )
_.“‘f'ieventually culminated in .a-colossal roar in lower Manhattan a hole in the Pentagon"'
h \and scores of torn bodles in a Pen \ ; " Lol R L

o ‘;Had George W Bush taken that easy path he would have been much safer ;
.+ _politically. But America would 'not have been safer. The President deserves credit for: s
o .. tackling the deeper iliness, ‘for extendlng the fight outward to the next circle, for-, '_ e i
e '*-]puttmg ‘our énemies on the .defensive-on: thelr own'turf, and usmg his Presidency to L
= ¢ ¢lean out long- festerlng sores, ,rather _than SImply hewmgto the shortSIghted course

. that would have brought th‘ “|least ectoral rlsk i :

oA d"now that the electlon is behlnd us I hope we asa natlon wnll get very tough-,
. __;-"’mlnded about what to do next. As Becky Gibson, mother of a young paratrooper
“ . who sérved: in: Iraq, wrote to me recently,‘ "We areiin a war. Lives are on the l|ne ’
_,.;We need to hunker down and unlfy and let the systems work Wl ;

Tommy Franks who planned the campalgns that uns ated the TaI|ban and the e AT
. Baath Party,- has warned that "We have a tendency to-blame ourselves for thlngs i
‘that we ought not Amerlca is not responS|ble for terrorlsm aga|nst America.
&% Terror|sts are responSIbIe “‘He recently told Parade magazing; grlmly, that: "The
i terrorists - read our papers -and’see our news “and the enemy. is:being g|ven to . e
;'\'belleve that they are winning.’ " The U S he says w1th dlstress "has to stop flogglng o
gg«:i-»ltself " and |nstead flght towin, - - SR i o

‘_":,Wars are, not sportlng matches they are hard they are ugly, they can be long We e
SR don't enter. them Ilghtly, but when we. do; we must, show the stamina and feroc1ty toj’ s
gwnn As Journallst Michael KeIIy (who died- in‘Irag: last year): encouraged Amerlcans N
' --:;:'_'never to forget "acceptlng death is lndlspensable to defeatlng death " V

S ‘-"We forget that desplte metlculous plannlng,;_and the apphcatlon of every natlonal

. “’resource, it took the demise of 2, 500 brave soldlers in 24 hours for'the U.S. to. .
'.prevall on D-day. We forget how many screw ups “and'! setbacks (as- they would R
now be qulckly labeled): occurred in critical victories' like' Normandy, the Battle of the -‘i_'-

Bulge (where our soldiers were: sent to: flght in waist- deep snow without winter- S
clothing), or Iwo Jima (where we lost: nearly 7,000 Marines contestlng a godforsaken;:
L 'fstony island, measurlng just three miles by-four m|les in the middle of nowhere) In oot
_;_;f"thls age of lnstant grat|f|cat|on and fantas 'S of pa|nless push button V|ctorles we i
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had to f|ght to protect our -
) the past whlle overlooklng e

» v_unusual freedoms We recaII the glor|_'
-what |t took to earn them

‘had two. horses shot from under h|m and took four bullets, through his coat ) At.
_about this ponnt in: Washlngton S next experlence of war; the Amer|can Revolutlon

the Contlnental army had depIeted 90 ‘percent of its. milita yjstrength while" losmg
"every smgle battle since the Declaratlon of Independenc’ "."Most of. the: rema|n|ng
soldiers-declared’ they were golng to go home when their enllstments expired, and |n e
jmany parts ‘of .the new: natlon cxtlzens we 'l'edgmg fresh oaths of alleglance to the
: tyrant Klng George B e B R SRR

A?'year and a half lnto the ClVll War,.\Lee had».-ractually lnvaded the North The federaI
.army that. marched on. Rlchmond had been beaten vith.tens of thousands of
*;_casualt|es Washlngton D.C. was on: the brink: | g'overrun and lt Iooked as lf
, "the lelSlOl’l of the country and cont|n'ued slavery were 1neVItable” E T :

A year and a haIf |nto U S |nvolveme n;WorId WarII, the Japanese had taken s
““control-of all of the PalelC and Southeast Asia: Our British-allies had- suffered the
L A_;most catastrophlc defeat in the|r hlstory when the ost 130 000 flghtlng men |n
. ,S|ngapore “The Japanese had just as: thumplngly’eJe ed the U. S. from: the
'Ph|l|pp|nes and had:actually: occupled Amerlcan soil.ih’ Alaska for most of a year It
took 1 000 Amerlcan dead: (more than our- combat casualtles in Iraq): merely to eject
‘the enemy from thelr Aleutlan IsIand foothold over afew days in the seventeenth 3
‘month of the war..In Europe, meanwhile; the entlr "contlnent had fallen, death
\_camps like Trebllnka had just’ opened and .Germ , ‘arlnes were |n the process
f w1p|ng out our Atlantlc Shl p.rng : T U P

jWe ve had some tough moments in Ira’q thls year But every war has low pomts that
victorious nat|ons must: gr|nd through The ’ fference between cmllzatlons that
v_trlumph and civilizations that surrender is often sumply a-matter.of keeping your TR
determlnatlon -and f1ght|ng splrlt intact through the down days: Havmg spent. months
‘embedded with combat troops in Iraq smce;.the war began I have no-illusions that ~ .
L Tithereis anythlng easy about thi ré.are .some challenges |n llfe that cannot
PR _fbe _ev'aded 5 Lo SR RO S

Itt ok’ years for the U ‘S "to launch humane’ democracy ln Germany and Japan after
-,;World War II In Just 18 months ln Ira“ we*have made lmportant progress The

, o'ut of every 1 300 Iraqls
" -'onS|der that one out of




a7

’}hold of fear not of love In polls seven out of ten Iraq|s say they bel|eve the l|ves of
" their fam|ly members will be in danger if they are'seen to be cooperating with the :
f.new government We. have not’ done enough to make decent Iragis-feel that it is - R

" safe to stand' up and be counted ‘That needs’ to change But fearlng the msurgents

.and: supportlng them are very d|fferent th|ngs e TR : L .

i -‘Let me also acknowledge that 20 OOO sad|st|c guerlllas many of them well tra|ned
-~ "in-the blac¢k arts of violence, can’ cause serious’ problems all: by themselves e
e “:Partlcularly since,. Iack|ng good human mtelllgence in: Iraq, we have not been abIe toi_

' pick out the p|ranhas as they swim through a sea of ordinary Iraq|s--str|k|ng, then ;
meltlng behind’ women and children. But Iraq is.not V|etnam--|ts resnstance is:not-a - ’
‘mass movement There is no.Ho. Ch| M|nh N0’ popular platform fo. bottomless well
"of foot soldlers no Ch|na or RUSSI vthe border constra|n|ng our responses _

\.Better reportlng wouId make th|s cIearer The Amerlcan pubI|c shouId have been
" "told; forinstance, how relieved the resndents of Najaf were when U.S. and Iragi
,«forces k|cked Moktada Sadr's gangsters out’of their city at the end of the summer.
Th,.|s was a. maJor and- hard “won V|ctory, achleved through a savvy: comb|nat|on of }
’relentless m|I|tary pressure and cagey d|plomacy Thousands of Sadr s flghters were i
G v_k|lled without s1gmf|cant U.s.: losses (I know one U.S. cavaIry unit that kllled 700 :
o ’members of the Mahdi army wnthout a smgle fataI|ty of their. own) ‘The sacred
_.:shrlne that Sadr's forces had made their ‘base of operations: (partIy hop|ng we wouId
“damage it;: |nflam|ng public. op|n|on) was saved Units of: the Traqi. army began.to’ S
i coaIesce as a f|ght|ng force And: Irag's top Sh||te cIerlcs, most of. whom I|ve |n NaJaf R
\hung Wlth us. through many trava|Is (Iose them and we ‘ve Iost the war) ' i

. ‘Th|s is-an. achlevement we can be very proud of,’fand ‘a battIe model we ‘can’ repllcate"‘:ff o
,i{_elsewhere Chastened by the body blow he. took in. NaJaf Sadr is now. mullmg a shift. -
- to peaceful’ pol|t|cs If he and his militia revert to violence, I believe they will. be e
. crushed:in-a climactic battle in Sadr Clty I also believe the U. S. m|I|tary andour. - -
v,’_"’__rIraql allles now have the strength flghtlng strategy, and: poI|t|cal elan to- clean out
FaIIUJah the natlon s other snake plt shouId that become necessary in comlng
”,weeks o : R . : ‘ ;

;Nelther Iraq nor Afghanlstan W|ll Iook llke SW|tzerland any tlme soon But they don b
- ‘have to. If'we'can keep them on'a path toward ‘a rough: pluraI|sm and stab|I|ty anng_'_jf’ '
- w17 ‘the lines:of what we've ‘established:in the: Balkans; ‘that'will be an enormous - = 0 T
',;.;accompllshment--ln a part of the world where ‘voting and’ real constitutions and self-. O S
. rule have" never, ever, been seen before The recent electlon in Afghan|stan and the ' :
(’optlm|sm rnow being. expressed by the Afghan people are. hlgh achlevements If we -
... - areable to puII off even a rough- and “ready electlo'n |n Iraq |n the next few months
’-_ifuture h|stor|ans wnII Iook back and marveI : : : g L

ST

'Our efforts to brlng c1vnI|ty to, Afghanlstan and Iraq are bold gambles and there is, v

: .2 NO- guarantee we will'succeed.-T personaIIy am- proud of’ the way our: nat|on is! e LT
7 putting itself on the line in-an attempt to unsnarl a part of the world that has been a R

‘ ~source of so much heartache for. people all over the. globe, for SO many years Th|s |s
- a cIaSS|cally darlng and nobIe ‘American effort-—only the Iatest of several occasnons e

S where we've stepped forward W|th the aim- of turnmg h|story ih a“less brutal o

o ~direction. At the same time, this is‘no’ fuzzy- headed chase after: pie in, the sky, the
f'_'"}._dlrect beneflts to usas a’ peace Iovmg p_eople are potentlaIIy huge
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“;‘Is the pr|ce tag too hlgh'? The'terronsts are certa. ly. hoplng welll draw that A,
‘ "‘concIus10n They ﬁrmly be||eve that modern Westerners Iack the fortltude necessary
S to preva1| |n nasty ﬂghts L AP . :

:"One thlng is for sure the‘extremlsts have fa|th in our weakness " noted Tony Blalr
" this’ spr|ng SAnd- the: weaker we are, the more they: will éome after us." That's why. lt
S -1 tlme for us. to pull ourselves together‘ flght ver' hard_‘and unsentimentally over:

Tthe next year or so, and win'a V|taI war.

P ";f*‘v/‘(a_r:[':Zinsmeister_i is__TAE Ed[tor injch/jejfgﬂ
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