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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

N

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : _ Restricted Meeting with Ru351an Pre51dent
) Vladimir Putin (U)

PARTICIPANTS : The President ) "
Condoleezza Rice, Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs, Notetaker
Peter Afanasenko, Interpreter

President Vladlmlr Putin
Vladimir Rushaylo, Secretary of Securlty
Council, Notetaker

Interpreter
DATE, TIME - June 16, 2001, 2:50 - 4:30 p.m.

AND PLACE: , Brdo Castle, Slovenla

.(. " | ‘ ) S

President Putin: How has your trip been? (U) o

The ‘President: Good. PeoPie thought I was an isolaticnist:
‘that I didn’'t care about Europe. They were nexrvous. Perhaps my
coming from Texas bothered them. Now it’'s better with the
press. g B

President Putin: You’ve damped them down. You have a flair for

‘that. 8. .

The President: I won’t-say so publicly, but this is the most
important meeting of the trip. Everybody is watching. The
Europeans with whom I met told me that respect was important. I

read your book. I know you keep a cross. (&
President Putin: ({(Describes the Cross,-the fire in the Dacha.)
{u)

+ The Pfesident: We should be frank and’ straightforward. )

. President Putin: Yes. This meeting is for personal contact.
.( There are some issues we will be working on for a long time,
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( like strategic stability. But why is the ABM Treaty restrictive
for you? What does it prevent you from doing? Let our
-specialists get together to consider why it hampers you. sy

The President: I invite you to Washington, perhaps to the’
Ranch. Our relations are much bigger than strategic stability.
I don’'t want to diminish Russia. A streng Russia is in our
interest. The ABM Treaty codified our relationship as enemies.
A reliance on blowing each other up is not stability. The ABM
Treaty codifies hostility, not stability. We must redefine new
threats coming from those that hate America and may hate you.
This is not Star Wars. It says, no rogue state can blackmail
America or Russia. You have spoken cf 1ntercept10n on launch.
But the ABM Treaty prevents that. Think about it ™

President'Putln: I'm pleased to accept broader. framework of

relations. There must be honesty in our relations. "I'm popular"

in Russia and 1’11l tell you why: because I'm in touch. People

in Russia feel 'deceived by large-scale changes that brought more:
freedom that they can’t enjoy. Not -just the poor, but the elite
also feels frustrated.. W ' X

What really happened? Soviet good will changed the world,
voluntarily. BAnd Russians gave up thousands. of square
kilometers of terr;tory, voluntar11y_ Unheard of. . Ukraine,
part of Russia for centuries, given away. Kazakhstan, given
~away. The Caucasus,” tco. Hard to imagine, and done by party
bosses. (™ ‘ ‘ o o

%

Then there was Chechnya. Russia left in 1996 and then what
happened? Radicals came in from Arak countries and attacked
‘nelghborlng provinces. et

At the G-8 in Tokyo; and at the next and the next, Russia's debt
was to be resolved. This was never done. ' Not like the case of
Poland or Egypt By ' ' ’

I know of concerns about Ru951a g relations with rogue states.
Do you think I like them? &

The President: I don’t know. I kriow you deal with them. &

President Putin: .I went to North Korea because the United .
States was using North Korea’'s missile program as an excuse to
abrogate the ABM Treaty. So I went. IS :

|HeRET-
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When the Soviet Union fell apart, dangers appeared on Russia’s
L southern border. We face Islamic radicalism. I needed leverage
and could get it no other way; the old leverage was gone. My
. new friends deserted me. There was no debt reduction. &)

When I met Kissinger in St. Petersburg, he asked about my
background. He said that all decent people got their start in
intelligence. {8 ‘

The President: Leaders inherit problems. I‘ve got mine. I‘ve
heard your balance sheet. Your company is in trouble. I hope
you move in the direction of democracy and free markets. Y&y

Chechnya is a problem. The use of massive force, compromise of
minority rights, is a terrible thing. This sends a very
different signal from the one you are sending. on the economy
This is not the way to handle that issue.

I'm concerned by TRaH, Weapons reachlng that country could harm‘
you, too. I can‘t do much with them now. (™

We're not trying e disadvantage you. We néed'cooperatlon on a
lot of issues, 1nclud1ng Caspian .Basgin energy resources A}

Ry

‘I've got problems, too. It seems that if you are worried about
problems on your southern border, you ought toc welcome NATO
‘enlargement, which could stabilize the region immediately to
- your West in the face of fundamentallsm 2

Kim Dae Jung of South Korea visited me- this spring. I told hzm
that I don’t trust Kim Jong Ill, and I don’‘t, but there are '
things that can be done on the Korean Peninsula and Russia and
the United. States should cooperate on it. I\ -

Russia belongs to the West; it is not an enemy . In 50 years,
‘China could become a big problem. Russia’ s interests lie with
the West. And you should be like the West rule of law,
entrepreneurship, freedom of the press. You have made some good
choices, like the flat tax law and hope you keep it up.. (S

President Putin: Regarding rogue states: we have a complex
history with Iran. History is important. I understand you
studied history, and so you know how important it is. D

The President: We must learn to move past 1t We're_the ones
( wrltlng history. &L : -

R
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President Putin: I will restrlct missile technology to Iran
( There are those who want to make money with this country in

' these areas. Also, I heard you were moving to normalize
‘relations w1th Iran'J i),

The President: That’'s not. true. Congress makes that completely
impossible now. [ ’ - ; , o

Pregident Putin: -But Bud McFarland is in contact with the head
of the Iranian Parliament on behalf of the United States
Government .

The President: That's not true. M o “

Dr. Rice: Rumcrs exist, but they are not true. N

President Putin: OK. But Germany has opened up a credit Line
of 28 DM for Iran. People are opening it up.  Besides, ‘trade in
conventional weapons is a normal, commercial activity. . (

Iranian experts do poge many questions about sensitive matters

to ocur experts. There is no doubt ‘they want a nuclear weapomn.

T've told our people not to tell them such things. And by the
( way, we will try to work jointly with you on Irag. W)

Let me raise Cuba and tell you why I went there: they had sent
us a lousy nuclear pcwer plant for which we had paid $30 .
million. It was no good at all. That's why I went to Cuba: to
collect. : ' : ‘

I am concerned about Pakistan. It is just a junta with nuclear
weapons. It is no democracy, yet the West makes no crltlclsm of
it. Should talk about 1t [y "I

The President: Glad to. You see: the threat is not a United
States-Russia clash. - .(M : :

President Putin: I know. I never considered you a threat.
Even during the Cold War. I agree and I wrote down what you
said about China and 50 years. We are watcliing carefully. (&

The Presidernt:. The Cold War was a time 5% suspicion,’
competition and dlmlnlshlng each other. (&

President Putin: You did the diminishing part very well. ™

TN
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( The President: You have a good reputation in Europe but why did
you make the de01510n about the free press° My

President Putin Let me flnlsh with Pakistan and Afghanistan
first. Afghanistan is at war. It rocks our boat. Usama Bin
. Laden is sitting there. We started to cooperate but then the -
leak about the Afghan Worklng group broke last year. I thought
it was the work of forces opposed to this sort, or any sort of
Russian-American cooperation. I lost agents because of that
problem. IS\ -

The President: Armitage can-do this. He's a good man. I§)

. President Putin: What should we do with the Taliban? I asked
~Clinton, who never gave back a straight answer. TR

The President: Armitage and George Tenet have my full
cooperation. . %Y '

President Putin: Perhaps now, after your elections, there will .

be fewer games. Q)
" = @ The'President Rumsfeld and Ivanov have had great talks and
\ they are the appropriate channel for flgurlng out the strategic

-framework. That’s the place to determlne what’'g possible. (§)

President Putin That's agreed. Now let me “return to NATO
enlargement. You know our pos;tlon You have made an important
statement when you said that Russia. is no enemy. What you said
about 50 years in the future is important. Russia is’ Buropean
and multi-ethnic, like the United States. I can imdgine us
becoming allies. Only dire need could make us allied with
others. But we feel left out of NATO. If Russia is not part of
this, of course it feels left out,. Why is NATO enlargement
needed? In 1954, the Soviet Union applied to join NATO. I have
the document. . &89 | :

The President: That’'s interesting. Lo

President Putin: NATO gave a negative answer with four specific
reasons: the lack of an Austrian settlement, the lack of a
German settlement, the totalitarian grip on Eastern Europe, and
need for Russia to cooperate with the UN Disarmament process.
 Now all .these conditions have been met. Perhaps Russia could be

an Ally. ?SJ
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( But the real question is how we associéte Russia with the rest

of the civilized world. ?he fact is that NATO is enlarging and
we have nothing to say about it. M} :

The President: Are you going to talk about the press now? )

President Putin: OK. I remember meeting years ago with a Nobel
Prize winner who recommended giving away state property fast
because it would find its way into the right hands: We gave
away property but.there was such weakness at the center. Well,
the weakness spread out and the state grew very weak. '

- . Privatization was especially weak. Some persons grew very
powerful. To preserve their “legally” obtained holdings, they
bought up media assets, Gusinsky took $1.5 billicn-of
government holdings. He stole $1.5 billion of state property
and then complains that the state steals. TS )

You talk about' a free press. A free press needs an eccnomic
foundation of its own. I want to set the conditions for a real
‘free press to arise. It is not “freedom of the press” when
somebedy takes $1.5 billion and pressures the state. (%

The President: We should return to the meeting. You'kﬁow that
Aznar likes you a lot; he spoke to me of his respect for you. '

SN

Pregsident Putin:  You invited me ‘to Washington and your ranch.
I'd like to invite you .to come to Moscow‘énd my home. AN

Now on the economy, I appreciate your support on the WTO. But
‘we have some problems with the Europeans and your leadership
could make a difference. They still claimed in a recent steel
case that we were a non-market eccnomy and the evidence they
used included that fact that the price of land is lower in

" Novosibirsk than in Belgium! It is also troubling that Jackson-'

Vanik still applies. The Chinese already have permanent MFN.
Are they more democratic than we are? And they even claim to be
a developing country. (&),

The President: WTO membership will mean that Jackson-Vanik goes

away . (=)

President Putin: I had heard you were'going to send a business
delegation to Russia? (U) : o

" The Ptesident:_ I'11 get Don Evans to organize this. We have a
{ . lot of potential. You won't be selling only oil forever! (U)

Do End of Conversation = =
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~ THE WHITE HOUSE
Q ' - WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CQNVERSATION

SUBJECT: Expanded Meetlng with Ru351an Pre81dent
s Vladlmlr Putin (U} '

‘PARTICIPANTS: . The President :
s Colin Powell, Secretary of State.
Andrew Card, Chief of Staff to the
President
Karen Hughes, Counselor tc the Presmdent
‘Condoleezza Rice, Assistant to the President .
.for National Security Affairs ‘
Daniel Fried, Special Assistant to the
President and Senior Director for Europe
and Eurasia, NSC Staff, Notetaker

( e » , . John Beyrle Acting SpeC1al Adviser to the :
- : Secretary. of State for the New Independent
States. :

Petar Afanasenko, Interpreter

PreSident Putin

Vliadimir Rushaylo Secretary of Security -
- Council

Igor Ivanov, Foreign Affairs Minister

Sergei Prihodko, Deputy Chief of the

President '
Dmitri Medvedev, First Deputy Chief to the
President '
Interpreter
' DATE, 'TIME - - June 16, 2001, 4:40 - 5:00 p.m.

AND PLACE: . Brdo Castle, Slovenia

The President: Thank you again for coming here for this
meeting. We covered a lot of territory in our discussions just
( - now. We agreed to work hard to establish a close personal

R . o
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SECRET 2
( friendship and one between our -nations. We also agreed on some
\ specifics. President Putin accepted my invitation to visit in

America and to come to the Ranch. I agreed to go to Moscow, and
'perhaps to visit President Putln 1n his home there (

We agreed that the Secretary of Commerce should go to Moscow to
discuss business conditions and that our .trade secretary (USTR)
will also go to Moscow to discuss the WTO and other, related
‘issues.  We agreed to a dlalogue on a security framework for our
countries. Secretary Rumsfeld and Defense Minigter Ivanov ‘
should continue their contacts in a- formal way. We agreed to
this, too. (EQ ' '

We agreed that we have interests in common, 1nclud1ng a
rejection of Islamic Fundamentalism and an interest in
cooperating on energy issues. This meet:ing was better than‘l
expected. Or, I should say, it exceeded-my ‘expectations. 'NQ

. Pregident Putin: Mr.‘President I share. your view that this was
an important meeting: We see the United States as a very
important partner for us. Not just for today: we want to
maintain and increase our ties far into the future. We
discussed all the issues you mentionéd just now. I did not want
to lose time discussing well-known positions but there still was
much to discuss. ., Our colleagues had to wait, I have to say, but

we ourselves had a very good discussion. We touched on all the
big issues. I can confirm my invitation to the President in any
capacity. And I thank you for your invitation. D&Y

N

~In light of our dlSCUSSlOﬂ Gk organlzlng our dlalogue, I think
it important to organize business delegations. We recently
hosted a large delegation of Japanese businessmen. There were
about 240, I think, and they traveled all over the Far East and
eventually came to Moscow, where I met them. We had a very

. interesting discussion. We may not copy the Japanese methods,-

“but if business people come, it seems good to learn from them.
Last year, we had indications of some economic stabilization and
thanks to this foreign investors could well be interested in
coming to Russia. There is-a lot to discuss with them:'we have
enormous resources: energy, nuclear facilities, hydrocarbons.
I want to note that.Russia has never cut back on its oil

. production. (&) '

- The. President: Thank you. (U)

( President Putin: We will maintain our relations with OPEC, but .
: we will set policy independently. The President. mentioned to me

sBeRsE.
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our scientists, mathematicians and skilled human resources. We
( have great educational faculties for mathematics and perhaps
these could be upgraded to develop a business aspect as well.

)

We also spoke of hot spots in the world: Afghanistan, Iran and
various concernsg of the United States. We explained our
nation’s positions comprehensively. We did not touch on the
Balkans, which is right here and important. Perhaps we could
~ask one of our people, like Secretary Powell, to start on this

topic. D&

The President: I made a huge diplomatic mistake. I should have
said that our Ministers of Foreign Affairs will coordinate our .
dialogue. Friend Colin, I didn‘t mean to leave you out!. &

%

Secretary Powell: Mr. President, during your meeting we
discussed a number of issues, including the Macedonian
situation. This is very fragile. This issue came up also in
Brussels, and after the NAC Solana and Robertson went to- Skopje
to try to put a peace plan into place. This involves getting
the NLA to give up 'its arms and to turn to a political process.
We also. have to urge the Government of Macedonia to address
'( issues of concern to the Albanian community. We agreed that
‘ this cannot be 'solved on the battlefield, and so the polltlcal
track is very important. We should support Sclana’s and
" Robertson’s efforts to develep a polltlcal solution to give hope
to the Albanian minority and to remove the fertile ground behind
the 1nsurgency (s

Foreign Ministex Ivanov: Thank you, Mr. President. We did
discuss the Balkans, as we have done at the Contact Group.
There are in disagreements over principles. We both want
stability in the Balkans. There are not dlsagreements in our
assessments. The terrorists have unfortunately a major
destabilizing effect and they use different methods to
destabilize. We do have different visions of the solutions,’
however. There are different sets of problems: region-wide and
particular country problems. Yes, the problems can be solved
only politically. But only groups ready for dialdgue can
participate in this. These Albanians in Macedonia are from
Kosovo, and we know what happened there. We have to talk W1th
those ready for dialogue. And we should not tell the
Macedonians to contact people who are using weapons, My views
are that this is a complex picture. And we need to demonstrate
: (‘ that the:e can be,nofuse of force. Globally, we should be
careful and not allow mono-ethnic states to spring up. This

SEERBP
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- ‘'would lead tc new ethnic conflicts. For this reason, we have

k - proposed a regional conference to codify the. 1nV101ab111ty of
borders and the non-use of force in disputes. This would give
these countries a legal spacé to protect their soverelgnty and
codify the absolutely 1nv1olab111ty of borders Such a
conference. IR

President Putin: They get the'point;, They got it. Thank you.

Another area in which we need to work togéthér in common purpose
is the problem of extremism that plagues the world, especially
on Russia’s southern border. 1T don’t want to say “Welcome to
the West” and not even try to do something about this. M

President Putin: Yes, diring our meeting we discussed the need
.for.a common front against Usama Bin Laden. N@

The President: I agree.. We're free:people and should not be
subjected to this kind of situation. Perhaps our security
agencies should work together to root out extremists. They are
closer to Russia, but also close to the United States in this
modern world. This is another great opportunity to show that we
( think differently and will try toc come together It’s in your

' 1nterests, and mine, too. [S)

I want to say here something. that we talked about. I want us to
look eye to eye, and 1 want you to know that I‘m not interested
in diminishing Russia. Just not interested. We have a
fantastic opportunity to build a partnership. I‘'m telling you
that the old relationship should be over. We’re moving on. I'm

“enthusgiastic, and that wen’t wear off after a nine-hour plane
ride back tc Washington. {&

Now, we seem to have covered most things. Are there guestions?
Maybe we should talk about Nagorno-Karabakh. It is in a tough
period right now, I think. = (& ‘

. President Putin: We could try. This could be the first chance
to settle a major ethnic and territorial dispute through

- mediation of this kind. I spoke to President Aliyev and
Kocharian not long ago and the gituation is like thls, if you
think it is worth spending the time. (¥

[President Putin sketches on blank paper a rough map of the
( . Armenia-Azerbaijan border region, including Nagorno-Karabakh]

SBEREE
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As you see, this is Azerbaijan and this is Armenia, and this is

< ~ Nagorno-Karabakh. Now we had a proposal for a corridor here,
but Aliyev wants to expand his control of Susha, which would
wipe out the corridor as agreed, and substitute a new corridor
up here. But this new corridor would put at risk the Armenian
troops at the Line of Contact to the west of Nagorno- Karabakh
.They would noc longer be defensible. I 'was optimistic, but it
does seem hard. Still if we remain united and keep talking
together, perhaps we. could get the Presidents to keep working
and get past the current impasse. ﬁQ

The President: I agree with that. s

'We are sincere.. And we can do some good. There will be issues
that come up, but I've got issues with the United States Senate!

President Putin: Yesterday the Duma debated the Land Code and
‘there was a clash. We almost got into a riot with the

Communists, and a couple of Deputies got into a flstflght' So
we’ve got plenty of problems. D&\ :

The President: Well, you got a flat tax through them, and I
couldn’t get one out of mine. Now that was a wise move. It

( shows the business community a good signal. We tried hard to
get a tax bill and got an ok bill through.' But it wasn’t what
you did. I can’'t do what you did. Well, 1 think we have
covered what we needed to, and we have a press conference. (s

-- End of Conversation -

BEERET ,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

\

SUBJECT : ‘ Meeting with Russian President Vladlmlr
- Putin (U} :
PARTICIPANTS: * The President ' L

Colin’Powell;-Secretary 0f State

Condoleezza Rice, A551stant to the Pre51dent
for National Securlty Affairs .

Peter Afanasenko, Interpreter

Vladimir Putin, President
Igor Ivanov, Fore;gn Minister’
Vladimir Rushaylo National Securlty Adv1sor

Interpreter
 DATE, TIME © October 21, 2001, 6:15 - 7:30 p.m..

AND PLACE: = - Shangahi, China

The President: Let’ s talk philosophy at dinner. Now, I have

scome specific 1ssues TEL

President Putin: Congratulations on how you handled thig and on
how you spoke. Fabulous! We have been talking about terrcrism
and about how to conquer it. I want to congratulate you for
what you have. been doing. No one knows better than I do what
feelings you have experienced. We have had the same tragedies
.ourselves. We had the apartment explosions, remember? I felt a
closeness. You have found the exact words and conveyed them
very well. (™. _

I want to talk about the essence of an-ongoing problem. _
Everyone is asking: What is the reason for this? Terrorism and

sreres -
Classified by: Stephen E. Biegun .
Reason: 1/5(d)

Declassify On: .10/23/11

NW§: 78134  DocId:34685209



CECRES : . 2 -

terror are only a weapon that soméone'is using. Like a gun, it

(; has been used throughout history for different purposes. We are
witnessing this again now, as in past times, nothing new today.
I have thought a lot about this, and some thoughts have come to
my mind. It was not by chance that I said that seven out of ten
of the richest people in .the world are in the Middle East. The
problem isn’t with them. The problem is that there is a -
contradiction between a new, young,, aggreSsive financial Islamic
capital and the old one. A moment came when the new generatlon
began to.see the old as its competltor AU

- From the time bin Laden became your partner, he felt hlmself

- your competitor.  His desire to move to Central Asia or
elsewhere was hlS desire to muscle in and subjugate all others
to his will. 1In reality, it is a financial issue. Rellglonpls
secondary. The real goal is to have a place in the center of
world finances, a place that is already occupied. They want to
‘push away representatives of Jewish capital or, if not, they
will try to destroy the center and shake it up and, ultimately

in that way, to take its place. The reason for the terrorism-is -

‘not the Middle East or poverty. They use poverty and they use
unresolved conflicts. They are using other problems. These
, problems are not the real reasons for terrorism. They are using
(' the people of Afghanistan in the same way. [&) '

I raised this not just to support you, but to say that we all
. have fights in the same world. .We have the same problem in the
Caucasus. I said that this could not be done without victims.
.That is what I had in mind when I spoke in Berlin. 1I.could not
‘be frank in Berlin, but here I can tell you openly:. These are
real challenges. The threats have become global; global forces
. have shifted. They will require a reshifting of forces. T€]

' Thank you for the signals you have sent toward Russia. But we
felt that the ship began moving only after you gave orders
~séveral times to get it moving. The bureaucracy is 80 unwieldy.
There are questlons that are resolvable if we wish it.
'Regrettably, Russia is in some ways still viewed as an enemy to
_the United States. But there is also cooperation. The
intelligence. services of our countries have been very involved
together. We’ve given you a lot of information. I gave
instructions: smashing the Taliban is in our interests, so give
them everything we have. What is the point of holding anything
back? Sometime after that, your experts said that provisions of
‘American law prohibited giving Russia certain information. But
Russian intelligence could do a much better job with it. (S)

SEERES
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The President: That is an excuse. We must stop this. (§)

President Putin: They say there is a law. ;TS{

Secreﬁary Powell: DIA mayistill have some:problems. TSy

The President: The ice from the Cold War is still thawing. AN

President Putin: In Moscow, I told Condoleezza that we would
remove our base from Cuba. ' I did that for many reasons; it
could have remained for a long time. I don’t.want to horse-
trade or nickel and dime this thing, or argue about who gets
what. So let me raise the issue of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment.
It was passed in 1974 as a response to problems with Jewish

~emigration. I don't want to waste time in light of the new '

- situation. Let’s take China. They are our friends too. Is the
United States tied closer to China than to Russia? . The point
isn’'t even that we’re losing economic advantage, but should we
think in terms of Russia and the United States as competing or
conflicting? ()

The President: I agree completely. 'We are trying to examine
what .can be done. If I could, 'I would say that Jackson-Vanik no

(ﬂ longer existg. It is part of a bigger picture. We need to get
rid of all the vestiges of the Cold War. (&

President Putin: I understand that this is a Con ressional.
issue, but perhaps you can take the initiative. %EU

The President: We can.do a big agreement that encdmpasses a 10t
of things: Jackson- Vanik, help on debt ‘restructuring, the WTO,
- continuing our economic dialogue: ey

President Putin: Secretaries O'Nei}l and Evans,‘aﬁd'Ambassador
Zoellick have been to Moscow. 'Thank you for their work;. this
_has been very positive., :

The President: I told them that we could. totally remake our
‘relationship. We need to think about a comprehensive framework.

sy

President Putin: They are very cooperative. &}

The President: Here is my vision: I firmly believe that you
and I can refashion the distrustful relationship into one that
' - reflects the reallty that you have just discussed. We have got
( to think differently about our relations. We can make a mark in

SECRBE-
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B history. We should achieve arrangements on_offenses,'defenses,

( on proliferation, and on our eccnomic relations, and the rest of
the world will follow. We are not a threat to you, and you are
not a threat to us. I have tcld countless people about your
call on September 11. %)

Time is of the essence for me. One issue is defenses. My
intention is to work hard to see if we can reach agreement on
defensive systemg that you can live with. We have choices. I
want an agreement, and not go alone. But I could go alone, and
not make it a big deal. Still, I don’t want to make a decision
about this until we create an agreement. I want a transparent
" relationship. We will deploy systems that won't effect your
position. This will be transparent, a sharing of 1nformat10n
sl .

I owe you an answer on offen31ve weapons. -We will reduce our
~offensive weapons to a level that makes you comfortable I

still have.a little work to do with the military because of
September 11. I haven’t sat down with the generals, but we will
do so next week. We will make it clear to the world that we do
not want nuclear superiority. Nuclear weapons are obsolete for
dealing with new threats. But if terrorists had weapons of mass

(' destruction, that would be a threat. Of course we need a
balance, but at much lower levels. START I verification can
stay in.place. ™83 ‘ '

President Putin: Tough issue in your letter, we can wait. - 0§

The President: The number will not be one in Wthh you can do a -
defense, so that- ycu can still overwhelm us offen51vely TS

President Putin: I want to be extremely frank. I will say so
publicly that we have not achieved an accord today, maybe in
Washington or later. (S | '

The President: ‘This is an opportunlty The ABM Treaty was
Nixon and Brezhnev; I want a Bush-Putin ‘agreement. I know the
Europeans are nervous. This is your chance to lead the
Europeans. This is a historic moment. I will give you a number
soon. I want an opportunity to get a new agreement. The press
will ask whether I told you.a specific date for withdrawal from
the ABM Treaty. I will say that the ABM Treaty is out of date
and that we need to move sooner rather than later. eV
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( _ On counterterrorism, I can’ t”thank you enough} If'you are
provmdlng information and not receiving, I need to know. My
intenticn is not to play a game. (GQ o

I appreciate your statement about Chechnya and about contacts
with moderate Chechens. There ig an important distinction to be
made about sensitivity to minority rights. It seems to me that
you ought te give moderates a chance to.get rid of groups like
al-Qaida. I told Shevardnadze that he has a.problem Wlth Rugsia
and that Ru951a needs him to get rid of terrorists. (&)

On cOunterproliferation, we’ve talked about Iran.’ These are
terrorists, and Iran is involvéd one way or another. Hezbollah
is inveolved with al-Qaida and there have been frank discussions
between thegse two {President indicates Secretary Powell and
Minister Ivanov). I think that’s positive. We need to work on

this. N@

on Jackson- Vanik, Congress is afraid of the Jewish communlty and
Jackson-Vanik is symbollc. N ”

Pre31dent'Put1n: I'll do anythlng atall, except one: 1f they
need me to have a circumcision, that I can't do! ™)

The President: We’ll work on this. I want to help on debt’
restructuring. You've mentioned this, and we may be able to do
some things with this. When Germany sees a new relationship and
movement on counterproliferation, etc. , they may come along. T
told Zoellick to help with the WTO and he agrees, -I hope. [

I do think we ought to- follow up on having medla entrepreneurs
conduct sessions, pulling in entrepxeneurs in Russia. Russia is
more than natural resources. Getting managers teogether to
foster an entrepreneurlal gpirit is an 1nterest1ng opportunlty

(LM

There is more. I want the appropriate people to talk about a
framework that will be clearer by Crawford. We will have an
offensive number and you’ll be comfortable. It would be good if
we can move forward with an agreement that outlasts you and me.
'We should start discussions and work: toward an agreement to
‘formalize something. We want our relationship to be unique. We
have an opportunity to refashion an old relationship to address
new threats. You see, as clearly as anyone, the true and
; enduring threats that we both face. We’re going to be facing
(‘ them for a long time. A nssoframework would be a huge step.
' We've got to cut a deal.

~ .
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( President Putin: I will go through the topics. On offensive
arms, you wrote in your.le;ter about this, and I know this w;11
happen. (8] ' : ‘

The President: You will have the number. TS

President Putin: On the ABM Treaty, I will be very frank. I
have said that we do not expect a breakthrough. 'This will cowme
later. With Clinton, we would not agree to change a single "
comma of the ABM Treaty. But now we have agreed to develop a
new dialogue with you. Some changes are possible. We are
thinking of how to build relations with the west; we want to be
~part of modern, civilization. There is no other choice, though
we need to be aware of the East, the mo&st important thing is
what the consequences will be of the changes taking place inside
. my country. We must take into account the realltles and
rad1cal changes. (% ‘

On  Germany, I am the President of. Russia, not of Germany, nor of
France. OQur position today is radically different from what it
- was during the Clinton administration. We are ready to discuss
‘the parameters of our relationship. I must make clear: we are
(" not ready to withdraw in principle. But we are ready to replace
. - -the treaty by some other treaty. A Bush-Putin Treaty. We.
should start now preparing a new treaty. But today, your
‘military needs a document to be able to do their work. Rumsfeld
told me that he didn’'t know what the mllltary wanted. I know
this. I toid him, “Ask me, I'll ‘tell you what they want!” But
we can envision what will be needed over the next two, three,
five years. If you don’t believe that this can be dene within
the treaty, we can create somethlng else. (M

We are ready to talk_parameters. Qur experts are roughly the
same. And if you need two, three, to five years to do testing,
"go ahead. For this, the existing treaty is sufficient. If not,
we can give it some new parameters. We are ready to talk about
‘a new treaty and parameters. Meanwhile, use the current treaty
and keep testing four to five years. (% '

You could make another choice. If you prefer to withdraw, we
will not pose problems. We will not blow anti-American
“hysteria. We will not pose problems for you. I have said this,
we think it is agreeable to you. We will act calmly and not tie
your hands. ) ‘ ¥
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The President: I appreciaté that. 1In the meantime, we should
( ' make a declaration that we will work for another agreement. (W

President Putin:.- I agree.  We have discﬁssed this, and there is
a promising way to resolve these issues. We see the way
forward. (S

The President: We need advisors, but nothing will get done
unless you and I powexr through There are people in my country
that w111 not be pleased I understand, every leader does. I})

Pres;dent Putin: I am being very frank. Our goal 'is to move to
a lower, smallexr figure. For us to say we are withdrawing from
the treaty is'a very'big problem. &) :

The President : You w1ll have no. security problem w1th us
withdrawing: "I understand your problem RN

- Pregident Putin: We can say,we talked and have an understanding
to move forward. On terrorism and Chechnya, -you were talking
about moderates.. You say there is Maskhadov. There are only
200-300 people around him, and when the State Department said -
that he should get rid of the Arab terrorists, he listened, but

(' . he has no one to rely on. He had his wife move to Syria with
his people! [& - : :

The President: I thought your statement was‘very positivé.
People say you‘ll try to crush minorities, This was very w;se
how you positioned yourself. (T%

President Putin: I am not an expert, but after the State
Department’ spoke to their Foreign Minister, Akhmadov, they said,
“We are asked to get rid of the Arab terrorists.” He said, “How
am I to do this? I-will be left with no one. Maskhadov has no
place to go.” This is not possible. (W) :

 The .President: Do you think every Chechen is a terrorist? IS

President Putin: No, but -the fighters all are. They are bin
Laden’s students. Bin Laden trained them.  You would krow if
you could see the pictures, They even loock like him. This was
the reaction a week after my invitation to talk. On
September 28 or 29, we recelved information that he calls
himself “Supreme Commander” and gave an order to “smash the
enemy on his territory,” and to commit terrorlst acts against
, civilians on Russian terrltory, to attack lndustrlal complexes,
( . the military, railways. Second, they planned to intensify
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‘actions of small mobile groups to execute Shariya law against
<‘ . - those who oppose them. I want a dialogue, but with whom? M)

Now I will tell you what these people who work with al-Qaida,
and bin Laden, say: "I'm tired of killing Ivans. I killed so
many of them and they are still stupid. Now I have to go .to
Afghanistan. Now I have to kill ‘fat Americans.’' We will work
in Afghanistan and then return to Chechnya.” TS '

. The President: Good. They are in Afghanistan, and I’'ll beat

. them. &

President Putin: I know the history of Chechnya.. But you must
understand: when the State Department meets these people it
provokes a reaction. Chechnya ig a 400-year-old problem. The
Chechen people always had an aspiration for independence. We
should .respect this. The events of 1995 showed it. Today it is
impossible. Russia withdrew completely in 1995, and gave it
complete independence (but not formally). What were the

' consequences? It led to radical Islam. D&} <

The President: They became a sort of host. It is very
difficult. How do you deal with it? (N -

C‘ President Putin: The Soviet Union made big mistakes in f
: Afghanistan. They didn’t understand and tried to put a

pro-Soviet, non-representative government in place, based upon
minorities. The Pashtuns were excluded. They became 1ndlgnant
Radical Islamic fundamentalists assimilated into the territory
of Afghanistan and called it tradltlonal_lslam We must-oust
the Taliban and bring in the Pashtuns. We must do the same
thing in Chechnya. We have good relations with traditional
Islam. Our military does sometimes commit crimes. We are
taklng steps Do not interfere with this process. IS

Now, about Georgia. I know Shevardnadze. He 1s a wily perscon.
He knows these people; he was in the party leadership. When he
let Chechens into Georgia, he was afraid. At the outset he told
us to closeé the border, and said he would close it, but he
‘changed his mind and they established (1,500) camps there. You
said, “Rid your territory of terrorists.” He cannot deal with
- the problem. He cannot, he is too weak. His military bhas not
been paid in eight months. He took 500-700 guerillas and put
them on trucks and drove them through Georgia to the opposite
part of the country. He tried to recapture Abkhazia. Now they
' are located at another part of the border with Russia. They are
( deployed in a place where the border is not protected. T&X
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<‘ . Putin shows maps of the Georgia/Abkhazié region.f (U}

Shevardnadze took them to a part c¢f the border where we have
peacekeepers. This part. of the border is not  protected. They
are near Sochi and just 1.5 kilometers from the border. If
Shevardnadze 'wants to fight. terrorism, how would you react? NQ

On the media, let your experts come. With respect to TV-6, the
owner is Berezovskiy, who is in hiding. - This is not all.. I
want to share what I saw on‘:their station. They were hosting

Al Jazeera. They are working as they want. Now there is an
administrative dispute with Lukoil. We do not-want to .
interfere. ILukoil wants to buy their whole station. Yesterday,
I saw an hour long interview with Al Jazeera in Moscow It said
the difference between bin Laden and Bush is none, one has a
beard, the other does not. T&)

' The President: I‘d be angry! (&)

President Putin: They (TV-6) do and say what they want. The
problem is getting a competitive medla (s

( The President: Get these guys to see if there is fresh capital
and you can get some competition. (&L

- End of Conversation --
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§ The President: That makes sense. DS

President Putin: We are ready to act jointly, to a large
extent. This applies to Iran and other countries. We have been
atfected by recent reality in an important way, and today we are
moving seriously along a line in another direction. IS

Are you aware that Usama bin Laden was the Taliban Defense
Minister? &

The President: No. &

Pregident Putin: Neither was Prime Minister Blair when I told
him. But it is a fact. So imagine a situation in which
Musharraf is removed from pocwer, by force, in pakistan. The
Taliban could take over that country and acquire access to their

weapons, including nuclear weapons. (W
The President: Which is why wé need migsile defenses! (S
Pregident Putin: (Laughs.) Yes, yes, but they den‘t have such

missiles. They could not reach so far. (3%

; ~ The President: They could reach Israel. I

Pregident Putin: Seriously, it is clear that the Taliban would
welcome the chance to acquire nuclear weapons. There is a
danger, and this is a problem, though not one created by us. We
.must take a broad look. We do not want to do anything that
would place Israel in a difficult position. That is not our
policy. Israel attracts and occupies the attenticn of a certain
amount of fundamental forces, and resists them. So why would we
want tc eliminate-Israel? This would not be in cur national
interests. . Our approach is completely different than that of
the Soviet Union. We are ready to work on this issue, as long
is it is not a pretext for unfair competiticn in arms markets.

™Y

The President: That's right. . hsy

President Putin: We have data about the activities of certain
United States firms. .Minister Ivanov will provide this. Some
Iranian missile centers have begen esgtablished with U.S.

equipment. IS

¢
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- The President:, This must be either old technology from the
{ 1870s, or a roundabout acquisition. It .would not be a direct
' sale. 8

President Putin: Probably this latter is the case. Israel
raises sales to Iran with us, such as specidl aluminum. But
when we ask for specific information, they don‘t provide it. It
seems they have to decide what they fear more: Iran, or giving
us information. ' - :

What are your views concerning the Taliban in the future of

- post-war Afghanistan? ‘I heard you were considering allowing
so-called moderates from the Taliban into the future government.
sy '

The President: If we find reasonable people, that’'s one thing.
But not terrorists, or extremists, or evildoers. I don't know
whether there are such reasonable people in the Tallban though
Powell dces.. &

Secretary Powell: Musharraf does. [&L

President Putin: The Taliban was founded as a radical movement.
We can remove its leadership, but the Taliban has compromised
itself, just as Musharraf has compromised himself. . Musharraf
-k told us he was tough and had everything well under control. So

- did he, or did he not, know what was going on in his country in
support of the Taliban and terrorism? Either he didn’t know and
wasn’t in control, or he did know and was lying to us. I think
that he did not know, and was not in control of the situation.
We must consider this, as we consider the future leadership of
the Taliban, and the leadership of Afghanistan. We have all
been hurt. Why go through this again? We must draw lessons
from this experience. We should spare Musharraf, for now, but

. we should not. listen to him, not after our experience with him.
The Taliban should not be allowed to hold positions in
Afghanistan. If he were my agent instead of yours, I would
treat him differently. 0[S\ ’

The President: Musharraf is our best hope now; he is keeping
Pakistan on the.right side. (&

President Putin: Yes, I agree. That is right and that is why

for now we must spare him. 'But we should not listen to him. He
- wag the head of Pakistan’s intelligence service and what is the

result! We would have the same bad result were we to support a
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new leadershlp of Afghanlstan that comes from the Taliban, from
| groups that you say are moderate, )

The President: I didn’t say that, Powell did. W

Secretary Powell: Musharraf said this. What I said was that
we cannot engage in .ethnic cleansing in Afghanistan. There may
be some individuals who were members of. the Taliban, but not in
its leadership, that can play a role. S

President Putin: I.don{t want to mencpcolize or dominate events
in Afghanistan after the war. & ' : '

The President: Neither do we. It may be that some countrles in
the coalition will feel satisfied by ‘a role in post-war
reconstruction there. There will be a need for rescurces and
scme countries are prepared to act. Kim Dae Jung teld me that
Scuth Korea was prepared to offer $50 million, which is a lot of
money for a country like Afghanistan. {8 -

Do you think the Northern Alliance can beat the Taliban? M)

President Putin: No. &

The President: Can they beat the Taliban with our help? S\

Pregident Putin: First we would have to provide them with
weapons. We have established supply lines with them and Sergey
Ivanov has raised this issue with you. Actually, he keeps
bringing it up with.Dr. Rice and has pushed her pretty hard on
this. - & . ;

Foreign Minister Ivanov: We should drink to her! (U)

Dr. Rice: We are providing funding to the Northern Alliance
with which they can purchase weapons. We are leooking also at
the mere direct arrangements that Sergey Ivanov spoke of. It is
true that: you have the supply line in place. %

President Putin: In principle, the most effective way to
~proceed is for us to supply weapons to them at your expense, ,
But your mistrust of us blocks this prospect. Such mistrust can
be the only reason for your decision. Your objection must be
that, if we were to supply the weapons, we would gain influence
over the Northern Alliance at your expense. But this is the
logic of enemies, and we are no 10nger supposéd to be enemies.

< | ('s)
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The President: That isn’t it at all. - We don't want toc contest
this with you. We den’t want to stay in the region. We want to.
get Usama bin Laden and the leadership of al-Qaida, as I said,
dead or alive. We have a preference on this, by the way, though
I'1l just say that we want him dead or alive. We have no
intention of staying in Central Asia or Afghanistan. We do.
desire to work with Pakistan in the future. We do not want to
see them fall to the terrorists. We want to work with India in
the future. But, as I told Tony Blair, we have no desire, none,
to stay in Central Asia and Afghanistan.  We just want a stable
government there after our experience. (S )

President Putin: We are ready to cooperate with you. We are
absclutely fair in this. My conviction is that no cne will be
able to monopolize Afghanistan. We will not be able to
establish a stable government, unless it includes

 representatives of all groups in the country. IR)

" Now I have to ask you why you are distributing your food aid

packages in the way you are, to Taliban-controlled territory.
The Taliban is picking up the food packets and using them to
feed people under their.contrecl. Usama bin Laden. is picking up
the food and thanks you. Usama bin Laden bought Afghanistan for
nothing and your food drops help him keep it. We must instead
give food to the Northern Alliance and if we do, the Pashtuns
will all run to them. hﬁ) ' ' '

The President: We gtopped those air drops of food to Taliban-
controlled territory five days ago. We realized that this was
foolish. %) o : '

I have a questionﬁ you said that Usama bin Laden is not the
only rich Arab financing this. Are there other Arabs? sy

President Putin: Recently there have been young, wealthy Arabs
engaged in all of this. Igor Ivanov has been toc Arab countries
where the leaders don’'t run anything. Ten years ago, a young
member of the Saudi Royal family came to our. KGB chief in Moscow
and tried to support a coup against Gorbachev! This was just
before the ccllapse of the USSR, and he said that such a
collapse would be térrible prospect; the collapse of the USSR
would leave us alcone with the Americans. This is what he said.
They also take advantage of poor, desperate people, but are

" radicals. I read reports, intercepts from Chechnya, where some

of these people are active. They talk of a “second front”
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- agalnst the United States and are actlvely engaged in. looklng
for opportunities. (% :

."/"“\

The President: Which Saudis? You cannot mean members of the
Royal Family. (S : " :

President Putin: They are hiding behind their family names.

sy

Foreign Minister Ivanov: I was in Saudi Arabia and they spent
30 or 40 minutes trying to persuade me that they were not aiding
Chechens in the conflict. I hadn't even asked about this! ()

The President: You think they were proteétiﬁg a little too

much? (&)

President Putin: . I believe that, for these people; Chechnya and
Central Asia are secondary. Their main targets are the main
financial centers cf the world, and the United States as a
whole. They want Congress not tc have Jewish influence there.
They want to gain predominate influence or, if they cannot, they
want to destroy the entire system. Russia is not their number -
one target: we will not be a financial center of power in the

§ world for ancother 50 years. You are their target. They are
A serious, and they know that you will not use nuclear weapons

K agalnst them. S ‘

The President: That’s right.. W)

President Putin: There are opportunities to bring the United
States and Russia closer. I have spoken to you more than once
apout this, and also with Tony Blair. I told Blair that I
wanted to see a structure established between NATO and Russia,
The structures in place today are not right. The Permanent

~ Joint Council is just not effective at all. It is stillborn and
there is no sense in trying to.revitalize it. I made this point
to Blair, who had his a551stant at his side who had bean
Ambassador to NATO. {

. Ambassador Vershbow:. He ién't the conly one witﬁ that
‘backgrognd! (uy » ‘

Pregsident Putin: Of course, you, too. Well, Blair’s assistant
told me that the Pérmanent Joint Council needed a new quality.
But that's no good. What's needed is something else. For
- Russian public opinion, NATO and the United States were seen as
<"' the enemy. This went on for a long time and it is hard to think

oo g
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- differently. Yet, if we were to establish a mechanism to give
{ ) Russia equality with NATO, and with NATO members, we would
change this mentality. This would create something new between
the West and us. But we can’t be put in line for NATO
membership. I told all this to Tony Blair, who said he had an
idea. I asked what he had in mind and he said that we must
invent something where NATO and Russia are equal. I said that
this. sounded interesting and he said he had no idea about the
details but weculd think about it. ﬁQ

Dr. Rice: I met with Manning some weeks ago and will see him
soon, ‘ ‘

President Putin: Manning said he.would think about this. He is
clever and I think this is a good idea. 8.

The President: Yes, this is a good idea. (8

President Putin: Please think about it. (&

_The President: The more comfortable you are with NATO, and with
the West, the better off we all will be. W)

. Now I have a franquﬁestion for you: how much cf yqur
( reluctance to move with me on the ABM treaty is due to pressure
from Schroeder and general European pressure on this subject?

) .

president Putin: There is no force in Russia, including the
pro-wWest rightist forces, which would not see Rus51an withdrawal
from the treaty as treason. (§)

The President: Why is that? I just don't understand. W)

President Putin: I have already faced this sentiment. When I
announced the decision to close the Lourdes base, I faced this
reaction. Not just from the communists: even the pro-Western,
‘rightist parties criticized me and said that this deczslon was a
blg mistake. (W& \ :

The President: With us, some do think that the 1972 ABM Treaty
igs still good.to retain, but the average person wants to go

. forward. Does the average person in Russxa really see the ABM
‘Treaty as an important document? &)
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President Putin: For Russians, the ABM Treaty is a legacy of
the ¢old Soviet Unicn and ordinary Russian people see the ABM
Treaty as.something the USSR created that defends them. &

The President: When you return to Russia at some point and can
say that, "I chvinced the Americans to reduce nuclear weapons, "
will that help change the pclitics on thisg issue? (&)

President Putin: How will it appear if we both reduce ocur
weapons stockpiles, and then you build missile defenses and we.

.don’t? In 50 years, our missiles will be of no use. Your

territory would then be invulnerable and. ours would not be. [§

The President: But that is just nct practical. (S

President Putin: Not in 50 years? fa).

The Président:‘ But in 50 years the entire world will lock
differenc. TSI L

President Putin: An ABM system could not counter 2,000
missiles. (W= : ’ '

"The President: It‘couldn't counter 200 missiles! TEL

President Putin: As of today, there has not been a single fully

~ successful test of an ABM missile. The test that everyone said

was successful was so only because the target mlSSlle had a
homing device on it. &)

The President: That's not gquite true, but it isn’t the point.
But it is true that it is not poessible to develop a shield that
could block a mature nuclear arsenal. That is just not real.
The discussion is about a system that could block one or two
missiles, nct 200. ™

President 'Putin: - There is no such country that poses that kind
of threat. & L

The President: Iran and Iraqg soon! Just watch Iran! Y63

President Putin: I know, but the missile Iran is developing has
a range of 2,500 kilometers, and could reach only Saratov, not
Moscow. TSy ‘
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The Pregident: TI€ <dould vedol Ierded. North Korea is selling
missile technology around.the world and this is a real problem.

President Putin: I agree. There is something in your argument,
I realize. We have discussed what could be deone in the future
~and I don’'t want to repeat this. T

. The President: Alright.. (U)

President Putin: We do not take this position just to be
stubborn. But this is complex for us. If you want to resolve
this issue, let us work on it, and it would take time. Or we
could accept a radical oOption: yOU'could just withdraw from the
ABM Treaty. This could happen. " But the Europeans greatly fear
destabilizing acts. Our proposal for a way ahead is elegant and
flexible. We want to solve the problem. R

The President: To be honest, 'I really care about the Eurcopeans,
but it is hard. They'd shut down the American. econocmy over
global warming. I'm not sure how wise they really are. The
European Union? It stifles innovaticn and entrepreneurship.
The Europeans are wonderful, but their view of security is very
resistance to any change. (&

. President Putin: I met with the European Union in Brussels. I
favor cooperation with the EU, but told them publicly that I
could more easily talk to the United States. I said there is a
leader, Bush, and you can agree with him or not, but you know
where he stands, while the leader of the European Unicon changes
every six months. We are always negotiating a soluticn to some
problem and finding it gets placed on held because the leader of
the EU rotates. [

Now I have the information about U.S. sales tc Iran that I
mentioned. The Isfahan nuclear center uses a mass spectrometer,
model 79-92P produced by the U.S. firm Canberra. Another
example: a heavy water plant build in Iran is an exact copy of
a U.S. plant on the Savannah River. 8} .

The President: We probably sold this in the 1970s. ST

President Putin: We have intelligence that Italy, Sweden,
Germany, and Japan are sources of nuclear technology in Iran.
We provide Iran with conventional weapcons, but have nothing to
do with missile and nuclear weapons technology. That will not
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p : happen while I am President. It would be .contrary 'to the
. national interests of Russia. (W)
The President: It sure is. (U)

President Putin: Iran is trying to develop a missile with a
range just 200 kilometers short of Moscow. Sc the problem
exists. We are ready to work on this problem. Sergey Ivanov
wants to establlsh a worklng group to trace sales that raise
questions. 8

The President: That is a positive idea. (U)

President Putin: Concerning Irag, you should hear the report of
Igor Ivancv. We know Saddam Hussein is crazy. Our problem is
their debt to Russia of $8 billion. . There are commercial ties,
as well. Russian firms have signed contracts worth $44 billion.
well, half of this sum is not real, but half is, so $22 billion.
I hadn't planned to say this, but I will: our companies ask me
what they ‘'should do. They have made plans and signed contracts.

™

~

The President: So your business interests in Iraq are tied to
.. the1r debt to you° TSy

5 President Putin: Yes. I tell them that we should wait to see
about the outcome of the war on terrorism. But we will need
some answer, just like we need something on the Northern
Alliance, D& ' :

Dr. Rice: We w111 look 1nto the issue of support for Ehe
Northern Alllance, I promlse ey

President Putin: Good I'm going tonight to meet the Northern
Alliance and will see Rabanni .. Y

The President: Condi and Colin have to go down and talk to the .
media, and then we are flying back to Washington.  So thank you
for this meeting and dinner.. (U)

- End of Conversation - -
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' MEMORANDUM ‘OF CONVERSATION ' | 9
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Declassify on:

Expanded Meeting with Vladimir Putin,

President of the Russian Federation (U)

v ™
The Pre51dent
Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense
Andrew Card, Chief of Staff
Condoleezza Rice, Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

' Karen Hughes, Counselor ‘to the PreSLdent

Stephen Hadley, Assistant to.the President
and Deputy National Security Advisor

 Ari Fleischer, Assistant to the President

and White House Press Secretary
Alexander Vershbow, U.S. Ambassador to
Russia

'A. Elizabeth Jones, Assistant Secretary of

State for European Affairs

Thomas Robertson, Director for Russian
Affairs, NSC Staff, {(Notetaker) :

Eric Edelman, Principal Deputy Assistant to
the Vice President for Natlonal Securlty
Affairs '

Nikolai Sorckin, Interpreter

Kyrill Borissow, Interpreter

Vladimir. Putln, Presrdent

Vladimir Rushaylo, Secretary of the Securlty
Council

Igoxr Ivanov, Minister of Forelgn Affairs

Dmitriy Medvedev, First Deputy of
Administration

Sergiy Prikhodko, Deputy Chlef of the

- Administration

Yury Ushakov, Russian Ambassador to the
United States ‘

Marshal Igor Sergeyev, A351stant to the
President on Defense Issues

Stephen E. Bieguh_
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: ' ~_ Anton Danilov-Danilian, Director for
( Economic Policy, Presidential

Administration

Georgiy Mamedov, Deputy Minister of Foreign'
Affairs

‘General Yuriy Baluyevsky, First Deputy
Chief, General Staff, Russian Armed Forces

Vladimir Chkhikvishvili, Director,
Department of North Amerlca, Mlnlstry of
Foreign Affairsg

Sergey Ryabkov, Senior. Counselor

Igor Neverov, Deputy Chief of Mlssion

Yuriy Filatov, Deputy Director, Deparcment
of North America, Notetaker

Valeriy Zaitsev, Interpreter

Aleksey Obukhov, Interpreter

Andrey Tsybenko, Interpreter

DATE, TIME ' November 13, 2001, 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.’ EST
AND PLACE: Cabinet Room » : / o

‘ The President: Welcome to the Cabinet Room. This is where I
( meet with Cabinet secretaries once a month. as a group. It's
% probably the first time an American President and Russian
President are together in the Cabinet Room. h&f

I want to tell our teams of .Qur commitment to a new A
relatlonshlp, a new alliance with Russia. We gpeak of our
friendship. It may take longer for our nations to be friends,
it won’t be instantly, but I am determined to see it. DS}

On our strategic relations, our Ministers are working on how to
talk about all this at the press conference. We both have our
'~ interests, and we don’t always agree. (%

President Putin has been very strorg about representing his
country’s interests. Now I told him my wife and I don't always
agree 100 percent of the time, but we still love each otherx,
President Putin says he and his wife do agree all the time; his
‘marriage is unusual; he does everything she says. [

I believe it is in the American people 8 best‘interests, my

nation's best interests, that we have '‘an alliance with Russia in .
both the short-term and in the long-term. IS

SECREE-
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terrorism. ‘'He has been very helpful, he has given us advice.
about Afghanistan, and his work with Afghanlstan with Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan has been invaluable. TS

(; ' The President has been most cooperative in the war with

Our relatlonshlp is more than mllltary.' It is also economic,
cultural, and it will mature with time. T& - o

I want to welcome you to the formal part of our meetings. Later.
I will welcome you to the informal part, to my favorite place at
nome in Texas. I can think of no better gesture than to have
the Putins as the first foreign leader in our home. U&l

aAs for NATO, I can say that it is in my nation’s and the world’'s
interests that Russia. be given a unique role with NATO, a role -
that both President Putin and we can be comfortable with. I
can’t speak for_all of NATO, but I can speak for America as a
part of NATO. We welcome a dialogue. It's important for the
Russian government to construct a new relationship.with NATO.

I welcome the President’s assistance on counter-proliferation
. and counterterrorism. He and I know that evil can strike in
(‘ different ways. We have a lot to work on. T&L '

So, Mr. President, you can proceed with any subject you would
like. I understand that at lunch we will speak about commerce.

™

By the way, I told the President we would be getting rid of
Jackson-Vanik, that we would take steps to help Russia get into
the WTO. There’s a lot of important things we can do together.
We want the relatlonshlp to pucceed. ?Q{

I can be very frank with the President when we are alone. Not
that I wouldn’t be with. the rest of this group. But when we are
alone and look ‘at each other across the table we can be frank.’

I didn’'t mean to- give a “speech “ and I apologlze Just wanted
you to know how strongly I feel. ™)

president Putin: Thank you. This is an extremely important and
interesting historical place, where one of the most powerful
‘countries in history was created. Developing our partnership is
very serious, and very important. We discussed it extensively,

‘( ‘and I will mention some of it in general terms. You are aware

EhcnEE
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P ‘ of our position on strategic relations. We are Yooking for a
k way forward to a decision acceptable to both cur countries with
T respect to our national security and to calm world public
opinion. We think we can find solutions, based on mutual
understanding and ‘taking into consideration each side’s’
, interests. This relationship has lots of components. The most
important is enhanced trust. ﬁQY

‘For us, frankly, strateglc stablllty encompasses not only

“ ballistic missiles, but also tactical nuclear m15511e5

Frankly, while they are located beyond the borders of the United
States, they could reach Russia. ' So it is an 1mp0rtant subject,

. whether ballistic or tactical. These problems we have inherited -
from the past, and we must work carefully and patiently to solve
these issues, and I think solutions are possible. (S}

There are other issues besides these. Our experts must work to
prevent proliferation of weapons; not just missiles and nuclear.
weapons, but also blologlcal and chemical. &

The_President: Yes. (W)

President Putin: Our experts are prepared to cooperate on

(' preventing CW and BW proliferation. As I understand it, it is
clear that the types of anthrax in the United States are most
likely not weapons-grade. They apparently are “softer” types
‘unlikely to have been developed in the Untied States or Russian
Jlaboratories. Our experts must WOTK Serlously with' yours. - (Et :

we need to understand the logic of your positions, your plans
with respect to the BW Convention. We are continuing
destruction of our chemical weapons. . We want to continue
working efficiently, we have deveioped the relevant programs.
Sometimes we hear from your experts that the United States has
concerns whether everything is being destroyed. We wish to be
utterly transparent. It is in our interests to destroy all
stockpiles. Let's keep working. (§)

I‘'d like to say a few words on nuciear arms. We need to

- understand your plans with respect to nuclear testing: Will you
resume testing or not? If so, what kind of tests, modes, and
types? This is of concern to Russia, and to others. PG{

The President:. We have no plans to test right now, and I've

" made that clear to the American people. This is not to say that
ten years from now, we might decide to do it. But we.will keep
the testing ban in place. () ‘

Sy

e
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(‘ . president Putin: I understand. This is an important statement
for us. Another issue I would like to draw attention to is that
concerning flank restrictions of our armed forces and arms in
Furope (under CFE). I don’'t think we have to make a decision:
here. We’ve ‘observed every regtriction and are consistently
removing our weapons and soldiers from Transnistria and Georgia,
even though the Georgian leadership is not behaving well today.
We stand by the Istanbul commitments President Yeltsmn made, and
they will be fully implemented. (% ' |

Our 1ast soldiers left their base in Georgia. There is one
aspect of flank restrictions you need to understand. T8y

(Explanation about what flank restrictions refer to.)

We exceed the limits in the Caucasus area, for reasons that are
understandable and justified. As the situation continues to get
better, we will cocntinue to remove our soldiers. It is not so
much that we are fighting with Chechens, rather with Arabs and
fighters from other Islamic states. We have destroyed about 400
of these foreign fighters, but $00-700 still remain active
against us. Our experts should think about this so that the

(' flank issue would cease to be a problem for. us. We need to
speak of our ABM treaty relationship, strateglc stablllty, flank
limitations and disarmament.

A major problem in the“world is nonproliferation. We are
prepared to work closely together. I want to draw the
President’s and hlS colleagues’ attention not only to Iran, but
also to Pakistan. We discussed this extensively in the: Oval
Office. There is a different aspect, that with Musharraf hiding
weapens. He should not be allowed to gain de facto legalization
as a nuclear power in the region in the process of safeguardlng
his nuclear weapons. It’s not.in our interests, nor in yours.
India, China, and Pakistan are of concern. We should not expand
the nuclear club to take in Pakistan or India. Musharraf should
. feel pressure frcm you and from the world community. ‘PS1

As for developments in Afghanistan, as we agreed in Shanghai, I
met with the Northern Alliance in Dushanbe. We.focused their
efforts on the situation in the north in Afghanistan. They _
promised, in principle, not to capture Kabul before the guestion
of a new government had been decided. Y

It was a surprlse for me when I heard the news they had taken
\ Kabul. Now they claim they didn’t attack Kabul, and didn’'t

oo
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break the agreement. They were approaching Kabul when the

( Taliban abandoned the city and they did not attack, and déid not
take by force. In order to avoid looting, they inserted some
security forces. M)

The President: I heard the same thing. S}

President Putin: I spoke to Rahmonov and Karimov of Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan, and they had nothing unusual to say, except they
said that that the United States was pushlng the Northern
Alllance to attack Kabul S\

The President That's not true The Taliban escaped, they're’
fleeing like rabbits. (8%

President Putin: The Taliban left on. purpose to keep and
-protect their personnel and equipment, move them to their areas’
of tradltlonal support where the Northern Alliance are less able
to flght Those same areas support the Tallban._ They had .
originally moved into other areas of Afghanistan; now they have
returned to their own areas. There is a real danger of the tlow
- of personnel and arms from Pakistan, and we will be unable to
prevent them from fighting for the Taiiban I am not saying
( that Musharraf would personally do thig, but some of his
: generals might. [

The President:. We, too, are worried about the flow from
. Pakistan into Afghanistan, but we are also concerned about the
flow of al-Qaida from Afghanistan to Pakistan. We need to think
about how we can seal the border. -We have the same concern, I
would be 1nterested in your adv1ce Our ministers should
‘discuss this. (8§ R '

President Putin: It’'s hard to give advice, and it’s not only
hard, but impossible to seal the border. We need to.destroy’
them like rats, or buy them off. . When the Taliban moved into.
North Afghanistan with the supportJof Pakistan five years ago, .
the field commanders would just change their uniforms and flags
(and their turbans). Now'it’s happening in reverse. . M8}

But of course the Taliban have now withdrawn in an organized
fashion to their staging posts in order to regroup. It doesn't
matter where the center of terrorlsm is, north or south, it -must .
be destroyed. Frankly, for us, it was most important to clear
Northern Afghanistan where the training camps for Caucasus
terrorists were located. But for you, it is important for you
to go wherever you need to get those sponsors of terrorism who

~s
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continue to threaten the United States. We should not limit

( ourselves to Northern Afghanistan. We are ready to work with
you to clear all of Afghanistan. If we let them regroup,
‘they’ll come back. ™ : '

The President: We are not quitting until we have achieved our
objective. (President taps on table.) No matter how tired
others may become, we will be steady, we will be relentless, and
‘we will get them, we will hunt them down. We will not forget
the mission. I promise you, Mr. President, I am determined and
the Secretary of Defense here is determined, no matter how long
it takes. North, ‘scuth, east, or west, we’ll get ‘em. “Dead or
alive.” (And I have a preférence.) hﬂ ‘

President Putin: The Northern Alliance’s troops are approaching
Kandahar. They are basically ready to assault Kandahar. It is
the Taliban’s base. We agree with you fully that we need to be
active. According to our data, bin Laden is somewhere down
there in the south in Afghanistan. He used to be closer to the
Iranian border, but Iran has become more active and he has
moved. We have tried to engage Iran and other neighbors to work
jOlntly w;th us. I know you have problems with Iran. . (S

(' " The President: We had a good 6 plus 2 meeting yesterday. Igor
¢ (Ivanov) did a fine job in facilitating the meeting. But, no,
we’'re not in love with them, nor they with us, but perhaps we
- can work on a better relatlonshlp with your, help. S

President Putin: We are trying. They also want ‘the situation
to be stable for the long-term. Perhaps if they set aside their
ambitions. Extreme Islamist circles don’t allow us to formallze
our cooperation, but we will keep trying. But this is an
important success. In liberated northern Afghanlstan, they are

.- playing music, women are burning thelr chadors. Unfertunately
we don’t see this on TV. ( :

The President: Some on TV want the Taliban Lo win., W)

President Putin: On the Northern Alliance in Kabul: even
yesterday the government communicated that they shouldn‘t
‘introduce armed forces into Kabul. They should make clear that
these are just security forces (police) to restore law and order
so as not to rock the boat -for Musharraf. Otherwlse it would be -
a defeat for him. -1
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. The President: Yes, some PaKistanis startéd,claiming that.the
( Northern Alliance was already raping women in Kabul before they
even got there. 'ﬁi]

It will take time for the U.N. to put a team together, so we
will have to manage this transition between the military victory
and the establishment of a new government. But I understand
what you're. saying about the consequences and the public
relations problems we face. (S

President Putin: We need to speed up the solution of the future
of Afghanistan. We need to engage them on the problems of '
tomorrow and land a place for the Northern Alliance. They say
that their forces are dying in liberating Afghanistan while
their political future is being decided by those far away
sipping coffee while they fight. 89

The President: You mean the King? (%

President Putin: VYes, there are very strong reactions in
~military circles to the King. Whatever, it must be done
quickly. In the south we need to think about what we will do.
‘ _We have now demonstrated results in the north. While there is
( . some negative in what has happened in Kabul, it is positive that
Kabul is free. It will be hard for the Northern Alliance to go
farther. With the Pushtun tribes perhaps we can take a stick
and force Musharraf to do his job. It is not enough for him to
‘simply put down demcnstrations. We need to create a government
and normalcy, he can help in cleaning up the south. We have .
great experts in some of the Arab countries. They will have an
interesting, thought. They’ll say, the goal is achieved, Kabul
ls liberated. Now stop all activities. That would be a tricks
don't buy it. - We have only achieved our tactical objectives by
liberating the north. Now we have to capture Kandahar, j?ﬁ{,

The President: You’'re right.  The goal has not been achieved.
(Taps the table.) Five thousand people, including Russians,
were killed. We will not stop until we have justice. . They will
be hunted down, and we will get them. I promise you we will not
stop until we have brought al-Qaida to justice. Don't WOorry
about the United States. Others may wring their hands. I told
our Arab friends who wanted us to stop for Ramadan, that they
(al-Qaida) may try to get us during Ramadan. We’re not stopping
and we’'re not leaving until we get them. (&) ' |

Pregsident Putin: You’ve taken the‘right.stand. ‘We‘ll be with

\ you. (&)

SBECREF

NW#:78134  DocId:34685211



( _ The President: I am not in the least bit worried about you. I
might be about some of our allies. BAs great natiorns, we’re the’
most vulnerable targets. You understand the stakes: 1) you '
know what happened, that they attacked the United States and
what that means and; 2) you have been attacked yourself in
.Moscow, had buildings blown up, seen innocent women and children
killed. No, I'm not worried about you. You’'re the type of guy
I like to have in the foxhole w1th me. (%) ' o

President Putin: We also need to support Uzbek:stan and
Tajikistan. .Pakistan is a curious ally, strange bedfellow.
They help while, at the same time, they burn American flags.

~ Others are different. Some may be better allies than your
traditional allies. They are Muslim countrxes who have problems
that they want to address on their own. They do not ask you for
help. They go ahead and help without making noise. We have to
think about how we can help them. W& ' ; :

Regarding our possible participation in search and rescue for
downed air crews. We have spetsnaz troops armed with the
necessary means, communications, and helicopters, who have
“experience in Chechnya. They are now in Dushanbe. - They have
( trained there with your people. I won’t speak publicly about
- this, but we are prepared to use them in Afghanistan if

' necessary. We have a division, 12,500 men in Tajikistan, plus
we have another 10,000 border guards who protect Tajikistan's
borders. They are mobilized, well- armed and a powerful threat
to the Taliban. TS - :

I am grateful you have decided for compensating us to finance
arms purchases for weapons for the Northern Alliance. MW

The President: The Secretéry of Defenge is always looking for
more money for his budget, although I guess that’s coming from
another budget. TS}

‘President Putin: No matter.. In Russia we have an expression:
“Money doesn’t have any smell Sy - 8

The President: This is coming from the Defense budget, right?
Or is this coming from Condi? TR '

President Putin: . We love her even more for that. At the time
of Secretary Rumsfeld’s visit, we saw attempts to buy Russian

( . arms from the Kyrgyz, and the Kazakhstanis, but not from us.
There’s a certain logic. The Amerlcans buy arms, increase their
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. influence. But how could you buy from thé'KyrQyz whose soldiers
(: are in sneakers? . They sold their arms and uniforms. You can
.get the arms more cheaply there and send them on to Afghanistan.

rs)

But' I am thankful to the Secretary of Defense that he listened
‘to me when he was in Moscow and had an impact on the decision.
Now that the Northern Alliance has entered Kabul, ‘we will tell
them to be moderate or we’ll stop providing them with arms.
Believe me, we want to cooperate with you, honestly and
transparently.. & : ‘

The President: It is in our interests that we succeed in
fighting al-Qaida but also that we succeed in stabilizing
Afghanistan. There are 60 al-Qaida cells all over the world.
They are just as bad in Russia as in the United States. We are
tracking them in the United States and seeking them out. And I
can assure you that if we have intelligence of a threat in
Russia, we'll tell yau 1mmed1ately that we had spec1f1c
‘1nformat10n TS :

Thanks for your comments on Georgia, and on non-proliferation.
. I am told it's time for lunch: As you call them experts, and I.
. ( call them advisors, they need to- understand we have started. out
on a new relationship, one that is based on trust and
cooperation. I know you feel. the same way. TS\

--  End of Conversation  --

: ‘
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : . Meeting with President Putin
PARTICIPANTS: | The President

President Putin
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Vladimir Rushaylo

Peter Afanasenko, Interpreter

DATE, TIME -~ June 27, 2002, 7:45 - B8:25 a.m. (MDT)
AND PLACE: ‘Delta Lodge, Kananaskis, Canada

The President: Making good progress on Iran.

President Putin: I read your letter and had a good small
meeting. You are right, I agree we are making progress. I have
(' studied some other info. The key is not to allow the Iranians

to generate a nuclear cycle. That means technology and
equipment for weapons grade plutonium. I gave additional
instructions to my Atomic Energy Minister. He has contacts with
your specialists. There is a permanent working group with whom
he will maintain contact. He is clean. He is not involved in
any commercial activity. We could establish another group on

" biological. Ask Condi to think about how to really deal with
both of these problems. As for gpent fuel, there is some
progress. Told Iranians we will not ship any fuel until they
.agree that spent fuel comes back to Russia. ‘We have signed a

protocol with them. They resist introducing amendments.
' - L

The President: You understand théir nature, they are worse .than
the -Saudis. You have to watch them:

President Putin: As for Iran, ‘I had a very tough feelings after
meeting with Khatemi. Aznar tcld me something interesting.
Aznar told me about his meeting with Khamenei. He said instead
of saying hello, he just locked at me, “we will eliminate
Israel, are you one of our enemy?” Aénar said he. was

_ astonished. Closer we work together the better. Gives back

( ‘ tapes about caviar extraction.

-G-EGF&E%‘-SGHG%
- Reason: 1.5{(d)
Declassify on: 06/26/2012
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_(; The President: I loved the film. Two quick points on 10+10, we
‘ are in good shape. We are content with our relationship. I
think you got what you want. Russia can decide if the proiject
(new or old) goes forward. v

Pregident Putin: Problem is this, we are being paid, we should
be happy, we know.  But the guidelines, part of the text says we
‘are appeasing the guidelines. Says -- guidelines says new and
modified projects, doesn’t say what “modified” means. It says
we need to provide diplomatic protection to all who work. I
asked the Canadians, the said only State employees. In general,
I agreed. 'Then I agreed on the text but it doesn’'t say that, it
" keeps it vague. That could appoint anyone. I was a spy, they
won’'t find anything. But, as for civil responsibility that is a
different thing. These are dangerous weapons. We can continue
to discuss. We are saying let us apply guidelines to new
projects. : ' : 2

The. President: Well yoﬁ'work it out, you have made progress.

President Putin: We do welcome the guidelines. .

<' * The President: Two'other-pqints. Asked you to think about BW
any thoughtg? T : - ‘

President Putin: We did better with biological weapons:

- The President: During Soviet pericd, sophisticated work was
done. . : '

President Putin: I am not cohgefned with materials but about
bhe. selentists.

The President: Do you have a good handle? - I have been told a
lot was developed during that time.

President Putin: I have instructed an inventory and to
centralize it. We have good experts. They say! the anthrax was
~manufactured in the US.

The President: Georgia - I know you don’t think Gecrgians can
do the job. They are petrified of joint operations. ‘

" president Putin: . We will not insist.

( The President: -They need to go get the killers.
e s o
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( - President Putin: They won't.

The President: Let me push hard. If they don’t go get them we
can figure out how to get the Al-Qaida killers. We want them
dead. My worry about Gecrgia is not about your goal. We are
seeing all kinds of talk about threats to US and Russia from
that area. We have an obligaticn to. .help you fight them oLE.

President Putin: Everything should be pried and opened. We
'will not make any movément on their territory. But if the
activities force the terrorists to go to our territory, we will
not wait. We will hit them in Georgia. The mountains are very
high. If they get over the mountains, we will not catch them.
We will do our best to aveid this situation, but if we see them
moving toward us, we will strike. I have issued an order. We
are deploying troops to block the border.

' The President: Do you have eyes on them?

President Putin: Yes.

The President: How many?:

<— President Putin: 2,3-500. Happened a year ago - they"
approached within 5K. The were moving toward Godi, not out of
Pankisi. We will try to avoid it. They are not inhabited .
areas. As for Georgia, we will not use troops. We wanted to,
but will not.  We know the houses where they live.

- The President: We need to develop a plan. One that you know
about. We will develop jointly. A plan that will tell the
Georgians what to do. . Maybe they can’t do it, but we need to -
give them a chance. : “

President Putin: They will not fight, they are linked in drug
trafficking. ' -

The President: Let’s call Shevardnadze's bluff.

President Putin: Sufficient for us to have coordinated
activities, so we know what they are going to do.  Last time, we
learned about it at a late time.

The President: We need to‘work at this together. This is a
, very. good chance. If Georgians can't do it, we will try
( something else. o :

, |
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(;’ President Putin: We will not go to their LEEfLEOE,

The President: We will be in constant contact. We can derive
- the strategy. '

President Putiﬂ One questicn on the Mlddle East. We are ready
Lo support you in principle. We had special relations with the
Arabs and Arafat. Very hard to jump from one position, but we
think they need some fresh blood. Therefore, Secretary Powell
should stay in close contact w/ Tgor. The day before your
statement I had a press conference. I said we couldn’t replace -
him. Igor and Powell get along well. 25 questions were asked
on financial task force on money launderlng We have -
1mplemented all of this. '

The President: We will look into it.

-- End of .Conversation -
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: o Meetlng w1th Vladlmlr Putln of the Russian
Federatlon (U)

 PARTICIPANTS: The President

Colin Powell, Secretary of State

Condoleezza Rice, Assistant to the Pre51dent
for National Security Affairs

Daniel Fried, Spec1al Assistant to the .

Pregsident and Senior Director for European
and Eurasian Affairs

.Peter Afanasenko, Interpreter

‘Viadimir Putxn Pre51dent of the Ru551an

Federation -
Igor Ivanov, Minister for Foreign Affairs
( o ~ - of the Russian Federation
; .Igor Neverov, Director for North Amerlcan

Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Sergey Prikhodko, Deputy Head of the

Presidential Administration :
Valeriy Zaitsev, Interpreter

DATE, TIME - May 31, 2003, 8:45 - 9:35 a.m. _
AND PLACE: - Konstantov Palace, St. Petersburg

President Putin: First, I’'m very glad that you‘re here. I
‘watched your interview, and appreciate your kind words. I
appreciate your whole appreoach to world issues; in that
interview, your views were right on target. [
The President: First, thank you. I appreciated your letter of
May 16, 2003. Second, Y understand that the Irag issue was
difficult for you and that you had serious disagreements with
the decision that I made. I understand that. The key is to
move on. We should use that experience to strengthen our
. relations. I'm the most disturbed at the behavior of France and
( - Germany. They tried to divide Europe from the United States. I

EBGREE '
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( appreciate how you handled your decision. Other countries
stirred up anti-American feelihg. - You didn’'t. You expressed
your opposition, but did not stlr up anti- Amer1can1sm So,
let’s move on. &

it ;
President Putin: I agree with this way of expressing the issue.
8 As for Europe, we can’t influence them. But it is true that the

good relations between us do have an influence on them. I felc
ik yesterday. I'm always being asked about. my relations with
Bush. I say that we have differences, and the Iraq issue was
important. But more important is how relations wiil develop
further. I say that Bush has said that our relations should bhe
that of partnership. 1In partnership, we take account of the
views of the other. ™ |

The President: Absolutely. ?SQ

President Putin: I said so to Condi and to the Secretary of
State, and I'm telling you more. That's the first thing. The
second thing is that belng friends means being able to talk
frankly to each other. Russia cannot have decisions made
‘elsewhere. TSL

'(‘ . The President: I undérstand. =)

President Putin: Maybe Denmark and Poland can functlon that
way, but not Russia. Our history has known a number of rulers
who followed such a course, and such leaders were hanged, or
loaded into cannons and shot into the air. What is most:
important is a systemic approach to problems. This was what I
was saying yesterday, and I repeated again and again that our

- friendship with Bush is very good and that. I appreciated that.
Second, I said yesterday that the United States is the major
power ' in the world, and we should nct confront it, but should
engage with it. For us in Russia, even apart from the economy,
nobody can replace the United States as a factor in the balance
of power in Asia. The role of the United States is important in

 Europe as well. T told that to them and I am saying this to

“you. (S)

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: We do not forget the source of two world wars.
The situation now is different, but  we have to confront the new
) threats systemically. Nonproliferation is a major 21°° Century

( ' threat, as are terrorism and fundamentalism. In its history,

. SEEREP- | :
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( the United States has had no more steadfast champien in the
s - fight against terrorism and fundamentalism than you,
Mr. President. Yesterday at dinner, I said publicly, so that it
could be heard, that I was glad to welcome you as a friend. &)

Thé President: Thank you. I noticed that. (&

President Putin: I did not say that there are no differences.

We have discussed Iraqg many times. In principle, our objectives
. in Irag were the same. Unfortunately, we differed in the ways
to achieve this. &y '

' The Président: That's right. 08y

President Putin: We have discussed Iraq before. My securlty
,ministries kept asking me why the United States was so

aggressive, when we could have achieved the same results by
other means. But maybe what happened is not so bad after all..

M

I'm worried about. the growth of Iranian influence, and I
. discussed this with Tony. He said that the Shiites of Irag were
(— not the same as.those of Iran. (

The PreSident: That’'s right. &

President Putin: In principle, the agreement on the U.N.

_Resolqpion, thanks to these two gentlemen, seems guite
acceptable. What 15 important for us is not the preservation of
the 0il for Fcod program, but our -economic relations with Iraqg

; generally, and the possibility for our companies to participate
'in future work and projects in that country. This wasn’t- put
down on paper in the resolutlon but it would be goed if we have
agreed among ourselves here that the _important thing is to
instruct our economic¢ ministries to do the necessary and not to
forcc out our firms. & ‘

The President: I've heard that you were concerned about reports
of nullifying an energy contract, a Gasprom contract. It wasn’t
true. The press will try to create tension, but Russian firms
will be considered, under economic terms. There is no plot to
freeze Russia flrms out of Iraq. =4 .

President Putin: That‘s wonderful. I hope firms may come to
agreements. T, ' "

| SRR . \ | ’
NW# : 78134 DocId: 34685214



| gEeRmR : 4

- < The President: Retaliation is not a word in my vocabulary. 1In
' my statement at our press appearance, I want to announce that
you are coming over in September. People who are retaliating
are not going to extend an invitation. You ought to come to
Camp David. Ycu haven’t been there before. We should do that .
It would be good. What is Igor saying? Speak up so we can all
hear. (& : ' E ‘ .

Foreign Minister Ivanov: I said that we can discuss this at the -
press conference., &)

The President:' Is that okay with you? - . &)

_President Putin: Yes. (U)

The President: Let’s set “retaliation” aside. W)

President Putin: So, for us the crucial issue is not 0il for
Food. We don't care about that. This isn‘t such a good
program. It benefits crooks, and I don‘t know whether the
Russian economy gets anythlng from it,. (s

-, The President: I want to thank you for a couple of things.
( First, there has been progress on the war on ‘terrorism and we
have worked together. The Pankisi Gorge has become a good
example of our cooperatlon Y N

Pre51dent Putin: We got a guy from there who was involved in
the Moscow explosions. TS

The President: That's good, and it shows what's p0351ble when
we hunt tegether. We get them. & —

We've talked'about Chechnya It’s good that you are making
progress in a pclxtlcal process. This is what you said you -
- would do. &Y

It’s good also that you told Colin that you would not help.
Iran’s nuclear program. Iran is harboring al-Qaida killers. We
believe some have been arrested., If so, they' should hand them
- over to their country of origin. &

Thizd, about your favorite country of Saudi Arabia, we are
making progress with them. (& -

( : President Putih: We see that. {EQ
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( The President: The royal family is divided. The Crown Prince
is taking over the operation against terrorists, The security
service was penetrated by al-Qaida sympathizers, and 'we're
getting rid of them. Saudi Arabia is still a dangercus place.
‘There is still a lot of money going out of Saudi Arabia to
fundamentalist groups. ¥You were right 'about that. oOur best
hope is to support the Crown Prince, who has the best chance to
work .on the problem. We should keep in touch about this. I
share your concerns. about them. You have been more passionate

about them than I have, but I'm coming around to your passion.

{8y
President Putin: Sixteen of the nineteen September 11 hijackers

were from Saudi Arabia. [

The President: You're right. W)

Relations between us should be more than fait accomplis. I‘'m
. using a French phrase here. - So”we'have’set up a strategic .
dialogue process, and it could be very_ useful. We should make
sure it goes forward. :If -you see that it is not. moving with the
proper energy, or that you are not comfortable with.the process,
(- - let me know. = (&) : : ‘ ‘

President Putin: What group? T

The President: The straﬁegic dialogue group. Y

President Putin: Right. D&}

The President: I want you to he comfortable with it. If not,
let me know. W) - I - <

President Putin: Let us not forget about terrorism. This, like
other issues, must be a two-way street. The CIA may help us
catch 2-3 bad guys. The key guys we want are Udugov and
Yandarbayev. One of them is in Qatar, and we know where he is.
1f Powell could put pressure on them to extradite, it would be

good. W)

.The President: Do we hayé the names? ™

National Security Advisor Rice: Yes. (W

The President: About North Korea, iflRussia, Japan, China, and
( -+ South Korea as well as the United States send the same message
to the North about not developing nuclear weapons, they won't.

f%@ﬁ% .
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( If Kim tests.or launches a weapon in a test, I won't react
- ‘publicly, but I'll call China and ask why they aren’t doing.
something about this. Jiang told me that he had no influence
- over North Korea. (MW ‘

Presidént Putin: ‘He said the same to me. &)

The President: I said what about all your food aid? My
attitude toward Kim is that he throws fits and tries to frighten
people, especially the South. But he won’'t frighten us. We’ll
ignore him and say that if you change ycur behavior, we’ll help
your economy. When China finally decides to do something as a
respectable citizen, we will makeé progress., This is a key to
keep Japan from developing nuclear weapons. That would make
China nervous. - It would make all of us a little nervous. hw

President Putin: There is no sense to'thatT sy

The President: Right, but that would be the effect of North
Korea developing nuclear weapons. We must stop from the North
from moving plutonium around. Some people believe it has no

. capability, but we believe that because of Pakistani technology,
' there is a chance that they have two weapons . We don'’t know,

(’ however. (SN :

President Putin: Kim told me that he told Clinton that he had
nuclear weapons, and he said that America was aware but kept
silent. Now, Kim said, America is .going publxc with this
"information to pressure me. S

The Pr951dent That's 1nterest1ng But he signed an agreement
w1th Cllnton that he had no nuclear weapons . Ty

‘president Putin: -Clinton told me that Kim just alluded to
something going on. Kim explained that he had told Clinton that
he was prepared to discontinue-further production of nuclear
weapons and put them in a stockpile, if America provided fuel
oil. But now that America has cut off those supplies, Kim says,
North Korea must develop it weapons. @) .

Our approach is the same as yours. We are against North Korea
developing a nuclear capability. Three days ago, Hu visited us
in Moscow and then came to St. Petersburg for this anniversary.
He left last night. Hu- said that Korea has told them that they
have nuclear weapons but Hu said he did not believe that. We in
(' + Russia have no information about North Korean nuclear weapons
but cannot exclude this. ‘China says this is all a provocation

. EBeREr
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'< by the North: I'm not sure:; I .don't know. But we are very
concerned. They are trying to scare South Korea. . They have no
modern delivery means for nuclear weapons but can frighten South
Korea and attack Seoul. (%) L 2

The President : Especially Seoul. ™

President Putin: This is a very dancerous situation. We must
tread carefully. You have presented us with a strategy. I
think it is the right strategy, but you have not told us
everything. Y&\ :

The President: Yes, we have. sl

President Putin: Then there is not enough in your plan.- We
can’t just watch this develop. M8 ;

The President: I see what you mean. MY

President Putin: ‘We need proactive approach. (Y

The President: That's right.. Our experts need to'talk._‘Theré
( ‘ could be an effort on this. The military option is lousy. TS

President Putin: We’'re against a military option. There are
too may variables. IS} ‘ -

The President: I said it was a lousy option. (%)

President Putin: The population there is dense. s

The President: Let me jump to some issues before we have to go
to the press conference. First, I hate to bring this up and
tell you the same thing. I do intend to remove Russia from
Jackson-Vanik, I promise you. The problem is that some in the
Congress are using this issue to create tensions over
agriculture matters. We have to work on . tariffs and L
agricultural issues. I’ll try again on Jackson-Vanik and will
say so publicly if you want. I don’'t want to say it and have .
people react that I say it but don‘t do it. "But if I don’t say
it, they’ll criticize me for not even mentioning it. (&)

President Putin: That’s okay, but before we' turn to chickens,
we have to continue with some difficult problems. (&.

( About Iran, we do not want Iran to develop nuclear weapons.

o They’'re crazy. It would be unacceptable, inadmissible. . First,
~SBEREE ' '
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( they would use these weapons to destroy Israel. They'1ll do it.
We cannot accept this. Israel is important to us; it is an
important element of .stability in the Middle East. They will
attack Israel and then you. So, this is very sensitive.

El Baradei has said that they have technology to produce nuclear
weapons. This technology came from UK and Dutch firms. He said
he saw equipment from other European firms and even U.S. firms
as well. Your propagandists are criticizing Russia and Russian
‘firms for this, but .this puts the focus wrong. -We should face
the real threats and be clear about this. This requires our
personal. oversight. Neither Blair, nor the Queen of the
Netherlands, nor you knew about these transfers. But firms do
these things. Perhaps even some of ocurs. Money goes a long
way. Our services should stop dlstrustlng each other and
cooperate on these issues. (&

The President: We need to'get the IAEA to convince Iran to _
abandon this program, or else Israel will go in and blow it up,
and you and I will be on the phone trying to stop a war 1n the
Middle East. 'TSQ - : :

_ ' president Putin: wWe have leverage, and I told Colin Powell that
(’ : we won't supply nuclear fuel until all their programs are under
IAEA control. We have told Iran. (S} .

The Pres;dent: Thank you. s

President Putin: There shouldn’'t be leverage against us. We
can't have our flrms pressed out by the British, Danes, and
Dbutch. ™ A

Now, about chickens and Jackson-Vanik, for the last 4 years, the
quantity of chickens from the Uﬁlted States to Ru331a has grown
six tlmLS sy

The President: I’'m aware of that. )

President Putin: In the American market, the share of 1mported
beef is 15 percent; the rest is domestically produced 0y

The President: We’ve got a 1qt of cows. (U)

President Putin: If we don'’'t restrict imports, weﬂil nevexr have
a lot of cows. 1In our market, the market share domestically
: produced chicken has dropped from 77 percent to 45 percent. We
'(‘ established quotas for agricultural products, with 70 percent of

: SECRET
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( the quota for the United States,land the remaining 30 percent to
Europe and other places. (W ‘

The President: We have to work through this. Some may see this
"punitive. But I just am giving you a heads up. This is not
about leverage. {8NJ . :

President Putin::’ our experts are not .- fools.  Let them talk and
come to an agreement I sent Gordeyev to the United States. - He
knows everything: Of course we need a solution. . But U.S.
domestic standards are high, and your chicken exports are not
under the same: controls. &) : E -

The President: I don't think that’s so. S

National Security Advisor Rice: "We'll check, but I don‘t think
. there is a difference. {§) '

President Putin: What we eat must be the same, of the same
quality. & .

_ The President: 'Yes, the same. Our laws don't allow double
(h ‘standards. (& ' :

President Putin: I assure you that this is right. (8.

The President: We’'ll check, but it isn’t true. ﬁﬂ

President Putin: .Let our experts talk. If we stop 1mports,
prlces will rise, which will help our producers.

The President : They want us to do the press conference now, but
I want to say that we are making good progress on the enerygy ‘
front. There are 51gn1f1cant mergers beirg planned
Congratulations on this. '(ﬂU

President Putin: I have a question. BP, British Petroleum,
bought 50 percent of one of our major firms for $6.5 billion.
There is another major Russian energy -company negotiating with a
U.5. firm. We’ll support this. Let them work thig out. : But -
_there is one key element: our pipelines are state owned and
will remain so for some years to come. This is because we need
to maintain control of oil going to our domestic market. The
prices of oil domestically in Russia are still lower than world
prices, and if we don’'t maintain controls on exports and '
,( transport of oil, all the oil will be exported, which will

NWH:78134 DocId:34685214.
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‘( damage our agricultural interests at harvest times. Our economy
would collapse. ™S : '

The President: What's the date for our September Sﬁmmit? (U)

National Security Advisor Rice: September 26-27. (U)

~ The President: That’'s the weekend. It would be good. Tt will
pbe after the UNGA. - (U) ‘ ' ‘

Let’'s go to the press conference. (U)

-- End of Convergation -~

SEERET . ‘
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MEMORANDUM OF "’ CONVERSATION '

SUEJECT : Meeting with President Vladimir Putin of the
Russian Federation (U)

PARTICIPANTS: = = The Pregident
; ' Andrew Card, A581stant to the Pre31dent and -

Chief of Staff

Condoleezza Rlce Assisgtant to the Preszdent
for National Security Affairs :

Daniel Fried, Special Assgistant to the
President -and Senior Director for European
and Eurasian Affairs, NSC (notetaker)

Peter Afanasenko, Interpreter

Pres1dent Vladimir Putin

2" . Sergey Ivanov, Minister of Defense R
\ - © Aleksey Korzhuev, Interpreter
DATE, TIME °  September 26, 2003, 5:15 - 6:00 p,m., EDT

AND PLACE: President’'s Cabin, Camp David

The President: Let me raise- something. We intercepted some HEU
in Georgia, and we want to. werk with you to analyze where it

came from., We will glve you samples and all information about
it

President Putin: I don‘t know about this issue. Where was its
origin? - (] - S
The President: I'm not sure. It seems to me 1t was a sample,

- just sample, but we have the fear that this guy was going to
sell it to Arab terrorists. TSQ :

President Putin: wWhen did this take place?l sy

The President: 1In late June. But we just got the materials.
It happened in June. The Georgians apprehended him, but they .

TN
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¢ approached us only in August. We will give you all. the
N\ + information. We know the guy, but not where he ig now. S

President Putin: We can trace the sources of this material.

™)

The President: That's why we want you to have it. (S

President Putin: We can make an analysis and trace it back.
: GQ -
The President: This could be the beginning of a larger issue.

The Georgians let the guy go, which was foolish, but they let us
know about him and the uranium, which was good. ™

PreSident Putin: ‘Sure, they let_hlm go: he'gave them meney.

(%

The President: We can work this together.‘ Condi will brief
.. Sergey. (& -

-Another thing; we captured Abu.Aﬁiya, the Pankisi killer. (8

e

President Putin: I know. T&

The President: We'll share this informétipn,'too;_we'll‘Share
whatever we get from him. We’'re interrcgating him now. %)

President Putin: ' We have a lot of information about him. 8y

The President: How did your 'visit go with Crown Prince
Abdallah? (% .. - o

President Putin: He's. a b1t compliicated., He talks only a
little; he is not direct. But we can understand . hls way of
thinking. For example, he believes the situation in Irag will
improve only when the United States and Great Britain leave.

o

The President: He's wrong. We'll Iéavé, though. He also
worries about the Shia. Did you talk about terrorism and
terrorist flnancxng wzth him? (S

. President Putin: I told him everything. (N

The President: He needed to hear it. Q)

g - .
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{ ~President Putin: He spoke about how he hates‘extremlsts and _
\ extreme Wahabiists. He was harsh. But his aides told us not to
share any of that. &) ‘ :
The President : He changed his tune after the Rlyadh bombing.
Now he realizes that the terrorists want to kill Him. He can’ t
control the ‘money coming out of his own famlly, so he has a self
lnterest in anti- terrorlsm [\
President Putin: I don’t. knew what he wants, but I told him
what we think about what is happenlng W
The Pre51dentT He’s smart. (&)
President Putin: Sure, but not smart encugh. Or he should
apply his intelligence in an approprxate way. (8)
The Pr651dent: There werexsome signs thatl Rj&ﬁﬁffSTATE,NSC
That is dangerous. (%%,
President Putin: ExactlyQ' The situation is cdmplicatedQ M=)
{ - The President: We don't want to overthrow them or see them

overthrown. He s the best ‘there is there. TS

President Putin: They have different views. They think that
Americans will lock for young and promising princes to support. ‘
They are under strain, I think. But we should not pretend to be
-satisfied with the regime in Saudi Arabia. It is simply not
p0551b1e to turn a bkhlind eye to what is happening. 08

The President I'm worrled about their hypocrlsy They don't
work, but spend billions. The spent $1 billion for a one month
trip to Spain for King Fahd. . One rmonth in Spain, $1 billion.
The danger is that they will be overthrown by Wahabbists, and
then you and we have a problem. If you think we have a problem
now, just wait. They think that the Jews in the American press
are out to get them. He’'s got to realize that the fact that 18
of the 19 hijackers weére from Saudi Arabla is a’ problem He's
got a prob¢em now. (S)

President Putin: Those who are flghtlng agalnst Ru351ane are
being flnanced from Saudi Arabla

The President: You told him that? ™

‘ SERERR- . g
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- President Putin: Yes. 8

The Presidént: Did he say he would stop it? (W

President Putin: He can’t control it, he said. But he said he
will get better control over some of the funds in his country.
S ' '

I met with Chirac and Schroeder in-New York. I told them that
in principle we must remain realistic. Extreme positions on
“Irag are not possible. Just saying that the U.K. and
United States must leave is not realistic. Second, we must take
into account the danger of a vacuum of power in Irag, like in
- Chechnya. If. you leave now, there will be a vacuum for sure.

(C)

The President: I had a good meeting with Schroeder. TSy

President Putin: (to his .interpreter). The gift. (U)

~

Now he is going to get lost. (U)

--° End of Conversation --

“SEEREE-
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Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defense
Andrew Card, Assistant to the Pre31dent and
. Chief of Staff
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Alexander Versbow, U.S. Ambassador to the
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Danlel Fried, Special Assistant to the
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o : - Peter Afanasenko, Interpreter

Presmdenc Viadimir Putin
‘Igor Ivanov, Minister of Forezgn Affairs
Sergey Ivanov, Minister of Defense
‘Sergey Prikhodkc, Deputy Head ¢©f the
Presidential Administration, Head of the
Foreign ‘Policy Directorate
Igor Neverov, Director, Department of North
America, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
" Yuri Ushakov, Russian Ambassador to the-
United States
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The President: Well, we've got an 11:00 press availability, we
\. have abcut an hour and 45 minutes for work. I suggest we cover
Irag, Iran, ncnproliferation and other issues, and our bilateral
relaticns. Let's start with them, before we go overseas. X))

Your remarks last night were a perfect prelude for this.- You
defined a vision well, and we have developed a checklist that
breaks out a series of areas of interest and tasks that we can
use to achieve two goals: first to change the culture of
cooperation, if that’/s the right word, and reduce suspicious by
working teogether; and, as important, to achieve concrete results
that benefit 'both our peoples. This checklist is a way for you
and me to held our governments to account. We can measure
progress by concrete results. This is a very good start. I’'m
pleased with the work on this. (N

On this list, there are two areas I'd like to-point out. ‘Cne is
‘military-to-misdlitary cooperation. This is important to change
old habits. The other is one I'm pleased to see on the agenda.
In Tokyo, our ministers got together to negctiate a meat _
‘agreement, white and red, so to speak, or beef and chicken. TS

Ambassador Vershbow: And pork. W

= A

The President: BAnd pork as well. This bilateral agreement,

when implemented will help us head off pressure from farm state

Senators and Congressmen. I call this to your' attention because

it represents good progress and I hope our governments will

ratify this agreement and' use it as an example of cooperation.

There are a lot of cother issues in the.checklist, but thig is a.
- very good start. fe% '

President Putin: Firstj‘I thank you for this invitation.. The
atmosphere is, well, very pleasant and the company is good. (%)

The President: Not everybody.  (U).

President Putin: No comment. But this really is very good
company, and it is good to talk frankly and informally, tco. I
want to stress that we highly evaluate the development of
Russian-American relatione. This is a common achievement. The
quality of that relationship has been demonstrated and
strengthened in the past years. I think that we should focus on
some important issues, subjects on which we can take joint

( action. . t8L : = :
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First on our list of priorities is the Treaty on Strateglc
Offensive Reductions. We should not forget this. We have a
special responsibility, the United States and Russia. The
atmosphere of the world depends a lot on our relations in this
area. We remember how it was born, and we remember the ‘
discussion with the United States about your withdrawal from the
ABM Treaty. We still think that thére was no need for
withdrawal, and all you are doing could have been done without

‘that withdrawal, but that is history. It happened. We are now

discussing cooperation on m13511e defenge. We want to develop
principles by which we must and shall be gulded in this area.
We must centralize our . cooperatlon from our szde There igs no

. way to decentralize this., ()

The President: Good.- NQ

President Putin: I want to confirm our readlness for such work
according to this principle. We're ready for cocperation in
very many areas. The Group on Strategic Dialogue deserves our
support and we should give it real meanlng to ensure nothlng
breaks in our agenda Psy

The President : Right. )

President Putin: I believe that in principle it is important
for strategic relations that we launch implementation of these
ideas. I am satisfied that our experts have begun working con an
agreement on defense technology cooperation, and this can help _
achieve tangible results. It is most 1mportant the Ministers of
Defense and persons in the Mlnlstrles take a productlve line

here. Y
"4

The President: ' Is this happening? (&

Secretary of Defense‘Rumsfeld: Yes, (%W

President Putin: Yes. Recently, dlscu551on w1th1n the Group on
Strategic Dialogue included a paper you presented on Principles
of Ccoperation in Eurasia. Essentlally, this meant U.S. 1deas
for cooperation in the post-Soviet space, including all
councries that formed part of cone country, the USSR, and are now
in the Commonwealth of Independent States. We are ready to
pursue cooperation in all regions of the world. ' But I just ask
you to keep in mind that these states were not just part of one
country, but are all Russian speaking teo some degree, and they
include 25 million ethnic Russians. - All people who live there
have close family and many have, clcse bu61ness aSSOClat;OnS wmth
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Russia. In essence, we are providing a lot' of non-budget

“s assistance to these countries that amecunt to many hundreds of

- .milliocns of dollars. They are taking advantage of our cheap
energy resources. Due to this, we have nc choice but to attach
great smgnlflcance to these countries.

The President: This is understandable. M)

President Putin: We understand that they are independent
countries. - We respect this. They have the right to make their
own choices. We would rather have the United States present
there than some other, unnamed large countries. But I ask you
tc consider the spec1a1 circumstances of these countrles ts)

The President: Let meé say that we have no intenticn of crowding
anybody out. We are very sensitive to the histoxy here, and '
these are your neighbors, your relatives, with a common
language. Our intent is to promote stability in thig region, at
the request of the governments there, in partnership with you,
and we have no interest in competing' We're interested im
bringing stability to a region that could be a hotbed of
terrorist activity is lmportant Anytime the United States is
‘active 1h a country on your borders, it sends a signal. I fully
{ understand that there might be doubts, and we must work to ease
these, so that it’s understood that our actions are mutually
beneficial. I'm glad you brought that up. If we don’t handle
it properly, it could lead to tensions. You put it well, and
~thank you. (&) '

President Putin: Thank you. Now, I want to say a couple of
words about our cooperation on terrorism. We faced this before
some others considered this a danger, or felt that terrorism
would bypass them. And we have had a long, blocdy experlence
We have sincere feellngs about what happened to the

United States. What you have done in response has borne fruit,
including in Afghanistan. We supported your consistent, tough
policy, and it helped break the Taliban’'s power there. If it
were not for this, we‘d face dangers in Afghanistan; these
affect us, too, of course. Now, Afghanistan has turned arcund.
The level of our cooperation, trust, and ccnfidence here has
increased, too.

But frankly, we still we believe that some U. S. views with

respect tce Chechnya are not correct. Regrettably, attempts have

[ been made to take advantage of the Chechnya 51tuatlon to

‘ " influence the domestic political situation in Russia. . I have no
other explanatlon for the fact that U.S. officials in Qatar met
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{ with people recognized as terrorists by the United Nations, and
- Yandarbiyev maintains ties with guerilla groups in Afghanistan,
He is an enemy of Russia, and your officials met- with him. . &)

Secretary of State Powell:  There is no evidence that our people
met. with him. On the contrary, we're in the procegs of pressing
. the Qataris to render him back to Russia. TIf you have more -
concrete information about this, please send it to us. M

President Putin: According to our information, this meeting. did
take place. [T g

Secretary of State Powell: Let's exchange our information. )

President Putin: On the whole, the way the United States talks
about Chechnya, and the way your media covers it, could be much
_ better. We realize what's happening there. We are making great
efforts and showing great patience in order to bring order to

Chechnya, and tc bring it back to being a peaceful part of

‘Russia. We don't receive any help from the internaticnal '

. community, and we 'do not ask fer such help; we only ask that no
one hampers.us in our efforts. We have no intention of
terrerizing ordinary people in Chechnya. One thing should be. .
clear for everyone: those wheo fight against us in Chechnya ‘are
a branch of al-Qaida. We have explained and this has met with -
understanding on the part of some Islamic -étates but from our
new partners we don’t see such support. . D&\

The President: You have no stronger friend in the struggle with
terror than the United States: We will not compromise in this -
struggle. When you were attacked in Moscow, we were the first .
Lo express our support. Others were quiet, but not us. Words
are important, but not as important as actiéns. When'we
- received information that terrorists were moving into Chechnya
from Georgia, the first thing we did was to toughen up efforts
in the Pankisi Gorge and start intelligence sharing. 1 agree
that we need to find terrorists before they kill your pecple and
our people. If we don't stop them in the Pankisi or southern
Russia, they’ll come to the United States. We’re allies in the
war on terrorism. We spoke yesterday about Abu Atiya, and we
have exchanged intelligence about his efforts to steal MANPADS
Lo shoot down your planes. He was planning to place bombs near
your summer residence, and he wanted to kill you. He wants to
, kill me, too, I suppose. We-are sharing intelligence .and we
- _brought him in. We are cooperating... You will hear criticism
- about Chechnya, if it looks like the elections are not going to
be free and fair. I praised you about the decigion to have
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7 Chechen elections in. front of the press when we were in Russia.
( On one hand, we must fight terrorists, and on the other hand we
must allow people to express their opinions at the polls and
have more power to run their own lives. Your leadership for
that vision is critical, and people are more likely to accept
your -vision if elections are free and fair. With terrorists,
however, you have so stronger ally.and friend. I‘'m the Juy who
said, “dead or alive,” and I meant it. (& |

‘Presidént Putin: George, if we didn’t see ydu as allies, we
wouldn't be sitting here and talking about these things at all.

=

The President: If you want more intelligence cocperaticn on
this issue, and at the border, we can do that. We should also
cut ‘off their money, like you said to the Crown Prince of Saudi
Arabia. &) | :

President Putin: About the elections in Chechnya, we’'ll discuss
Irag later, and ycu know my position: there shouldn’t be a
vacuum of power, though-there should be greater transfer of
power, and the trappings of power. We should be careful as we
take these steps. :

i

The President: That’'s our position, too. [

President Putin: Our positions are very close. And Chechnya is
the same thing; it isn’t different. The gquestion is only when,

- and to what extent, to share power. All the candidates in the
Chechen election were acceptable to us. No one was
unacceptable. Many were living in Moscow and’ had bu51ness
interests there, so we know them well. None of the candidates
‘was associated with the guerillas or the oppositicn. So, the
question is which of them has enough character, ‘enough strength,
to keep the situation under control. We know what is happening
there, and we will achieve a final settlement We won't put our
partners in an uncomfortable posztlon because of our actions.

But keep in mind that anything can happen there, like in Iraq:
your trcops shot a family in a car. .It was an accident.~ We
understand. These things happen. We didn’'t blame your
government or stick our nose in your affairs. We understand the
political aspects and we won't make our partners uncomfortable

there. TS

7o The President: One thing'is very important te us: to send a
' consistent message to the world. Everybody is listening to us,
to you and to me. It is very important that we gpeak about the
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L elections as free and fair elections. That’'s why we also speak

! of the. importance of a free press. It is part of our value '
system. I'm not trying to poke you in the eye, but it's part of
my credibility to speak con31stently about these things: We
must hold the ground on issues which we hold dear. ‘S0, you will
hear consistently frdm us, and on a high plane, about values,

including those values we want to see put 1nto effect in Iraq.

T

Apout Afghanistan, thank you for what you said. It locks like
Karzal is gaining strength and confidernce. We do need help with
- Pakistan in chasing down the Taliban leadership. They have done
very well about al-Qaida, for example with Khalid Sheikh
Mohammad and operatives close to Osama bin-Laden. Pakistan
didn’'t tell anybody; their 1ntelllgence didn’'t leak about this
cperation and we moved in together. This was teop al-Qaida
‘leadershlp Now they must get equally tough on the Taliban on
.the southeast border. Karzai is worried about the south, not
the north. The other issue there is drugs. .People are making

1 dollar a day busting their behinds working. And they can make i

5 dollars a day carrylng poppies. And go they will carry
poppies. Plus, a lot of pecple in Europe use heroin. Qur
strategy on drugs in Afghanistan is not very good; it’s not
working. We have to develop one that does. Thanks for your
understanding on this.' It is. very important to the world that
this works. There should not be a vacuum. TS)’

President Putin: I have one question about Afghanistan. We
have a good military base in Tajikistan, with about 15, 000
Lroops, including border troops. This’ would be a good
background base for your forces in Afghanistan. We could help
with air transport. We are also ready to share intelligence.

Cur partners are not enthuslastic about this, -however. We. don’ t
“insist, but we are ready for this cooperation. We have a
proposal, and there are no hidden thoughts behlnd it., ™)

The President: Thank you. . I was just askaﬂg the Secretary of
- Defense about this and he says we're aware of the offer This
is a very kind gesture. P&

President Putin: There are advantages to using this base. - Our
pecople there have experience; they know the situation well they
have a network of agents locally: Their knowledge could be

P useful. hﬂﬂ_

The Presidént; " The best intelligence for finding thé killers is
‘human intelligence. It was very gdod for a while to intercept
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their phone calls, but they got W1se to thlS Now‘they use
pigeons. (&

'Presidenc Putin: We should shoot the pigeons. For.soup. )

The President: And eat them. ‘“Messenger soup.” [N

President Putin: This is a good opportunity to talk about Iraqg.
It’s important for us to understand what U.S. objectives are for
the documents we are preparing at the U.N. Let me underscore
what I shared with Colin at dinner. Whatever document passes in-
the U.N., the situation there will remain very complicated. 1I-
reeall - the beginning of my actions in Chechnya. I met '
perscnally with many Chechens, espec;ally in the beginning. I
have continued such meetings, but in the’ beginning these were
very frequent. The peint is that some of them told me that to
defeat us, you must be as brutal as we are ocurselves. I believe
this will'be true in Iraqg as well: the problem in Iraq is that
your soldiers will not be as brutal as those they are fighting.

- These people are of a different civilization. I do not mean
religious or ethnic dlfferences, but there is a difference of
mentality. So, ‘the best way to 'bring order 1s to get Iragis to
fight themselves. (& . :

The President:-'That's.right.‘ I've made a note to myself about

this.” &

President Putin: What is the best way to ensure this? It toock

- a long time for us in the Caucasus. If the U.N. resolution
passes, it will show we are on the rlght path But what is your
objectlve in Irag? (8 '

The President: Our. objective is to have an orderly process.
This will start with a constitution, involving all the ethnic
groups in the country. Then there will-be free elections, and
we will leave. Of course, if after the elections the government
'still wants$ us around to provide security or humanitarian aid,
we’ll consider it. Our intention is to have a peaceful. society
there. I understand what you mean when you raised their
mentality. The priority is to work at this carefully and '
seriously, and to deal with the outsiders who are coming there
to disrupt things. Some people are coming in, like from Saudi
Arabia, to destabilize Irag. The best way to get rid of these

/ groups is to have the Iragi people go after al-Qaida,

‘ Ansar al-Islam, Hezbollah, and the others. T&.
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You and I share goals: reasonable progress toward eiections, on
the basis of a constitution, and we will move on this. Thanks
for your advice. M : '

seccend is our strategy with respect to security. We are trying
to kill as many of the enemy as we can. But our capability is
limited by our capacity to gather human intelligence. We need .
to-infiltrate the cells. It is hard. A lot of arms are moving
around. Nct small arms, but mortars. The terrorists are using
them, like at a market recently. Thisg is all aimeéd at driving
us out. The casualties are having an effect on the U.N. The
U.N. is pulling cut. Why? Because they're afraid. They're
afraid, but we're not. It’s tough. No cne likes signing a -
letter to a mother whose son has died. But a peaceful Irad will
change. a part of the world. that needs to change. . It would
change Saudi ‘Arabia; peace in the Middle East would be more
possible. This would be the beginning of a strategic change in
the Middle East. Your point about a power vacuum is key. We
had our differences about how that vacuum was created. Bt ik
is time for people to understand the stakes. - Clear statements,
like Schroeder’s statement on television, would be very

_important. & '
The third aspect is rebuilding the country that Saddam ruined.
We're making progress with hospitals running, schools -
functioning, and with oil. The biggest problem is Eleerid ety
It's up,. but not yet to pre-war levels. 'There is & lot of )
sabotage, and cur priority is to do a better job. The .
infrastructure had deteriorated, though. We've been there five
months, and there’s been a lot of progress. But the world,
well, we live in a world where everything is supposed to happen
yvesterday. A free press has its drawbacks. We're getting our
asses kicked everyday, everyday. But we have to remind people
‘we've only been there five months. I‘m not changing my mind
about a free press. They‘re writing a constitution, and it took
us 12 years to write one. There's progress. We’ll get the
money out' of the Congress. They will extract a couple of pints
of blood, but we'll get it. ) ‘

We'll work on a resolution, tco. We want sovereignty, and the
best way to get it is for an election, and for that you need-a
constitution. We won't let people we don't know well spend
520 billion. These are nice people, but we don’t know how it
will end up. Thank you for your comments: I

President Putin: Let me follow up. First, we won't block the
resclution. That is for sure.
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<j Second, we want to be active: participénts}'and actively support
you: We will determine what to do depending on how our p01nt of
view 1s taken care of in the resolution. )

Third, we want to avoid some wording that is susceptlble to dual‘
interpretation. Colin and Igor can work at this. &)

Seéretary of State Powell: Yes. T&J

President Putin: I’'m pleased by what you said about -the Middle
East in general, and how Irag can be the beginning of a larger
process of change in the reglon That’'s a very serious
statement. {8 :

The President: I meant it. NU‘

President Putin: It is right-to think of stability in this way.’
I 'should say at the outset that we will take a selective

- approach. We will treat each case separately, and we will make .
sure that changes do riot go against our national interests. But
the idea is right, and we will look at joint work to support '

(r’ . this. ("&L

The President: Each case is different, and each country is
different. Some have hope; others do not. No one expects you
to go against your'national interest. ' But it is important that
you and I.keep in mind the larger objective: we should help
create conditions for positive change in an aréa that could
become a hotbed of recruits for terrorists and flghters in the
war we are fighting. We should recall Japan after World War II.
It‘'s a very different country, but the same principles apply
here: we rebuilt it; we helped put in place a constitution and
- free elections; and now, 50 years later, it is not a threat to
anyone, but is a friend to Russia and the United States. People
think in the short-term about what can be done in a year, but
you and I need to think 20-30 years ahead. China will be a
challenge, but the part of the world that we're discussing will
also be a challenge, and we need tc resolve 1ssues there. N

Lef'E take Ifan. You have interests there, so do we. 'We have

short-term objectives: we want them to hand over al-Qaida

operatives that they are holding to their countries of origin.

They have 60 of them, of which<10 or 11 are top killers. We .

{ ‘have had signals that they want to ‘work out means to settle
this. You should help us by passxng the word to them that thlS
important. TS
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_President Putin: Yes. We have spoken to them. ™y

The President: Thank you. It’s also in your interest to get
them out of Iran. ‘There‘s no tellihg where they could strike:
against you in. Moscow or Chechnya, or against us in New York.
Second, we want Iran to help with the Shia in southern Iraq so
they don’t stir up trouble; Russian pressure would be helpful,
Third, it is important to settle the issue of. their: development
of nuclear weapons. Your statements have been . -strong. This is
an area where the international communlty needs to work
tegether. 'The best thing to do is to come together with a
common message. I talked to Chirac about .this, and he was very
tough abeut Iran’s nuclear ambiticons. We can work out a
cooperative way tc do this. I recall how you p01nted out that‘
Iran had received some equipment from U.S. and Dutch firms. No
cne is pointing fingers, but I believe we're maklng progress on
this. My worry is that if it looks like they’re developing a
nuclear weapon, our friend Sharon will blast it, Then what the
hell would we do? SV ‘

President-Putiné 'They‘d'build ancother. T&L

The President: They'll blast back. And no one knows what
events it would trigger. We need the IAEA to make sure there is
transparency and accountability. You have influence with Iran.
We must work together. They may. have legitimate reasons to have
a nuclear power plant, but I don't know why when they have more
0il and gas than. they know what to do with. The key is that

' they do not have weapons. The best solution is a diplomatic’
one. " = :

President Putin: We need to agree on principles of cooperation.:
From time to time you place sanctions on our firms, but not
‘others. The United Kingdom, German, and Dutch firms transfer -
.eguipment, but there are no sanctions. There should be an equal

approach. (W

The President : That's fine with me. This policy should be
applied equally. I've checked, and no U.S. firms are involved.

President Putin: Otherwise, our businesses will make trouble
and make -things difficult on other issues; =)

The President: We don't do thlngs that way. The French do
this. I agree Wlth you on this.
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President Putin: ‘We could discuss this in the G-8. This is a
G-8 issue. D& . ' ‘

The President: First of all, at the first G-8 we had, there was
not a lot of concern expressed about Iran, and some thought we

‘were exaggerating their weapons procgram. At the next G-8, there

© was more universal agreement, because there was more evidence
that Iran was taking advantage of avallablllty of purchased and
stolen equipment. The Dutch equipment, we believe, was stolen,
by the way. Each case is different, and Iran is different than
Irag. We can achieve important’ ocutcomes together without
damaging anyone's interests by working together We can work .
together. There-is a real danager of '

President Putin: it's‘in their constitution. ?S{

The President: ' The other thlng is that if they have nuclear

weapons, and you or a future Russian President expressed

friendship for Israel, they could aim their weapons at .you, or

at us. That's international blackmail. We have a common

interest here. But frankly, it’'s harder for us to influence.

Iran. We have no commercial relations with them, so we need to
. work together. '

President Putin: We understand and share your concerns. The
only thing is to work out common prlnciples, but on WMD we have
common concerns. On WMD, we have -one questzon what about
Irag? I don’t intend to raise this issue publlcly 5ol suggest
that the war was mistaken; I'd prefer to remain smlent on that.
I challenged Blair on this, but frankly I'm sorry I did. The
real concern is if there were WMD in Iraqg, where are they now?
This was a serious responsibility for the U.S. mllltary .The
United States has taken respon91b111ty for finding them, and
they are a potential source of real danger to you and to us: In
whose hands are they now? If they’re in ncbedy’s hands, thank

God. D&y

The President: If there were none, Saddam Hussein weuld have

let thetinspectors in. 'This guy David Kay, the former

inspector, is developing a report and this will come out soon.

We’'ll put out the report next week. I don't know what's in k| A

If I did, I'd be accused of having wrltten it. We're learnlng
- .more about thls and we should talk after Thursday, when 15
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becomes public. Interviews with Iraqgi officials we have in
custody are hard, because we don't practice torture. But there r
are some indications that they were ordered to destroy weapons.
But there is a question of whether this happened, and what
happened to them? I believe the intelligen¢e on which the

U.N, Security Council voted was valid. M)

President Putin:  'We are interested in this and will use all
means available to us, and will sﬁare‘all the information we
" have with you. &) ' : '

The President: I want to thank you for your support on North
Koréa. You were helpful on this. DS}

Président'Putin:_ They were of fended by oﬁt'pos;tioﬁ. [a

The President: Who glves a damn° ™Y

President Putin: They've been offended and could stop »
cooperating. My apprecach is different. I gave Kim three Orlov
horses for hls birthday. He loves horses. We don’'t know what
he has. This may be blackmall as you suggested. But it can't
be excluded that he has scmething. 'I'd like to hear your
position.. North Korea says it wants securlty guarantees and
- that the United State has been evasive. Why not give them° s,

The President: We dig, erally .In South Korea, I said that we
had no intention of invading the North. .You never take the -
mllltary opticn off the table, you know that. It would ‘be the .
best diplomatic course if we are able together to make the same
strong point about nuclear weapons. Our first strategy was to
energize the Chinese to take this seriously. . There are the most
interested in preventing North Koreas from develcping them,
‘because they are right on the border. T - :

President Putin: So are we. s

The President: I beg your pardon. Lock, Kim Jong, Il is broke
and his population is shrinking. Their mllltary has lowered the
height reguirement for military recruits and the welght
reguirement as well. We want to help the people, we feel sorry
for them. But we wen’t until they have agreed to get rid of
‘nuclear weapons. If they want a joint statement from us that
there will be no invagion, we could consider it. But this is
not on a treaty level, and the Senate would never ratify
something like this anyway. He's trying to wriggle out of the
net. They want to weaken the front. He's like a baby who -
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throws his food on the floor. All the adults run up to him and
try to calm him down and put the food back We pick up the food
and he throws it down again. &l

President Putin: Just don’'t let him go horseback riding. h&

The President: We want to make progress, but we can’t convince
“him if he thinks that Russia and China don’'t .care. The best way
to handle this is for all of us to say the same thing. If we
do, he will change his mind. We should just let the food stay
on the floor. If he has weapons, we need to stop their
transfer. That's why we have worked on our prollferatlon
security initiative. He’s running drugs as well, including to
your country. Why do we care if he's mad? What can he do? He
can’'t affect your economy. He’s a bad dude, as they say in
California. & ‘

 President Putin: Our lcgic is understandable. Thanks for the
bigger picture of your thinking. We must all check our position
with each other, from time-to-time. 'Soon, whether he or others
are in charge, the country will start changing. We must create
the conditions for change there. We shouldn’'t make him feel
isclated. IS}

The President: We should remember the first step. Our common
goal is to get rid of his weapons. 1It’‘s okay to.-say, “let's
open up,” but we have to simultaneously get rid of his weapons.
He would just take advantage of anything we offered, and not get
'rid of his weapons. Remember that he made a deal with my
predecessor and lied. You can’t trust him. When he does get
rid of the weapons, that’'s scmething else. We want to help the
people. We do care about the suffering of the people. It
breaks my heart. Children are eating tree bark. But we can't
let our emoticns get ahead of the reallty of these dangerous

weapons.  TSY

President Putin: I understand. Thanke. S

.The President: We'wve got five mlnutes before we have to prepare
for the press conference. There ig one 1ssue to ralse:
intellectual property rlghts This isn‘t just a Russian

problem. (™

President Putin: They tell me that this is on the checklist.

=

The President: Good. M
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President Putin: We have passed a law. We will werk on this.

™

The President:  You know, there is cne other thing, not on the
‘checklist: that’'s the sex trade. It's a problem in Kosovo, the
Far East and other places. 1It's a bad deal. Young girls are
sent out and exploited. There are sex tour operators in the
United States, and we are planning to arrest them and put them
~in jail., ™

President Putin: I agree, we .are also working on this., If we
can do as well as we do on counter narcotics, we will get
results. NQ . :

The Pre31dent It is hard for us to complain.a lot about
narcotics when so much of the trade is driven by demand in my
own country. ) ‘

President Putin: I want to raise another point, about
Guantanamo. You are planning to return our citizens detained
there. QQ ' - '

National Security Advisor Rice: Seven of the eight. &

President Putin:. I don‘t know what we will do. ‘NU :

National Security Advisor Rice: " Attorney General Ashcroft sent
a letter to Ustinov about returning seven of the eight. (&

bl

President Putin: I have no doubt that they are guerrillas who
belong in jail. M8y i

- The President: I don't worry."They‘re‘coming your way. I

President Putin: But we can’t put them in jail. We have no
proof. We interrogated them in Guantanamo, and they claimed
that they were just praying to Allah when the Americans grabbed
them. To bring them to court we must have evidence. We have
put this in the checklist and will discuss'it. But we must take'
them back only after we have evidence and can bring them to
trial and keep them in jail. T

The President: We'd rather have you feed them than us. &Y

'Secfétary of State Powell: We sent you a lettéx‘ahd‘got a:
response. T4 : -
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President Putin: I spoke to the prosecutor, and we don’t'have

eyidence.  TS{

The President: You don't want them back? T8I

President Putin: K We must.get our people together to develop the
evidence first. Without evidence, once they are on Russian
soil, we can detain them only for 48 hours.

National Security Advisor Rice: That’s news to us. (W

The Preszdent .Okay, let’'s prepére for the préSSVCanerence.
(U) : ‘ .

- End of Conversation --

.-,__\‘
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SUBJECT: Méeting with President Vladimir Putin of the
Rusgian. Federation (U}

PARTICIPANTS: UNITED STATES

Andrew Card, Assistant to the Pregident and -
Chief of Staff

Condoleezza Rice, Assistant to the Presmdent
for National Security Affalrs

Thomas Graham, Special Assistant to the
President and Senior Director for Russian
Affairs, NSC Staff, (Notetaker) '

Peter Afanasenko, Interpreter |

RUSSIA

President Vladimir Putin

Sergey Prikhodko, Assistant to the President
for Foreign Policy -

Yuri Ushakov, Russian Ambaggador to the
United States

Sergey Kislyak, Deputy Mlnlster of Forelgn
Affairs _

Aleksey Korzhuev, Interpreter’

DATE, TIME - June 8, 2004, 4:40 - 5:45'p.m., EDT
AND PLACE: " Dunbar House, Sea Island, Georgia

The President: Good to see you Vladimir. It’s warm here. Did
you have a good trip to Mexico? (U}

President Putin: I made only a brief visit. (U)

The President: Did you see Fox? (U}

President Putin: Yes, he sends his best regards. ()

The President:' Did you go to Los Pinos, to his official
residence? (U) :

| , ‘
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( President Putin: Yes, it was in a beautiful park. (U)

The President: : Thanks for the Iraqg resolution.. It's good. I
appreciate your help. It should pass as we talk. I appreciate
your good work on it. &3 F ;

President Putin: I had a word with Lavrov. It will pass. )

The President: Thanks a lot. I have a Presidential Checklist
for us to approve. (& o

President Putin: Is the bureaucracy giving us assignments
again? I know what you are talking about. Kislyak has briefed
me, and he didn’t cbject to anything on the Checklist. So it
will be fine. How's your meod? {8}

The President: Good. 1It’s been tough. The prison scandal
created problems. As your ambassador will tell you, it made
people sick, but the public mood will change. It’s already
starting. People are seeing progress. With the prison scandal
and the killing in April and May, a lot of pecple said there was

‘ no hope. But views are changing. We are getting rid of Bremer.
(— He acted like a dictator. He was telling the Iragis, "Do this!
D& that!” It was important that he did that for a time. But-

the Iragis got tired. Now there’s a new leadership, and they
get to decide. It’'s a good change. s

President Putin: You maintained a good p091t10n on this issue.
The less the President expresses hlmself on such matters, the
better. RH

The President: You follow me‘pretty closely. (U)

President Putin: I have high regard for you. You're a friend.
We've established good felations You have many problems
sometimes. You need to work, argue, but you're moving ahead.
Your policies don’t need serious change. &)

The President: I agree. (U)

Pregident Putin: We don’t have partisan guldance on such
issues. In general I'm a democrat. (&)

_ The Presldent:‘,You got 74 percent of the vote. But the people
( ‘ will decide. The economy is the most important thing. Our '
econcmy is good, damn good. (8]
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( Pregident Putin: Our economy is doing well, too. We had 8
‘ percent growth last year. () :

The President: Can you see the change? Condi was just in
"Moscow. (U) ‘ '

National Security Advigor Rice: Moscow is fantastic. 1It's
changing fast.. U)

' )
President - Putin: We are taking steps to reform the social
system. For ten years, the economy was falling apart, the
country was falling apart. We were taking populist steps. We
couldn’t provide for salaries, wages, pensions. We promised
certain benefits in laws, but we couldn’t prov1de them. I
dec1ded to change this whole systan s

The President: The.pen91on system? {U)

Pregident Putin: ' The system of benefits. I will monetize them.

™

The President:. How are things going in the rural parts of
(— Russia? Is the money spreading? D&

President Putin: The provinces are changing. (&

The President: Do they feel better about the future? (&)

President Putin: Not all of them have a bright future, but some
have.. The monetization of benefits will help the rural areas
most.  The benefits are received mostly by pensioners,'veterans.
Earliexr only urban pensioners could make use of the benefits.
Thoge in rural areas did not have access to them. - (W '

The President: What do you mean by “monetize- the benefitg”?

s

President Putin: The veterans had privileges: reduced phone
rate, free travel on public transportation, paid vacations. We
will now compute the cost and provmde that amount of money
directly to the veterans. (&)

The President: I gee, (U)

i -.‘ 3 -
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( President Putin: So peéople will pay in cash. It’'s about 80
percent -of what they receive. It's not large by American
~standards, of course. RS '

The President: Who'’s this for? (U)

President Putin: For veterans, invalids.’ Under the previous
system, the government provided funds to the clinics, railroads,
etc. But much fraud resulted. The government didn‘t pay the
full amount, then the railroads, for one, raised. the fares.

The President: And that hurts the customer. M

Pregsident Putin: WNext year, we are going to reduce the VAT by
2 percent points. [8)

The President: And you have a great income tax, a flat_tax.

T~

President Putin: Thirteen percent. (U)

The President: We need to do that in America. Our tax. code is
; ~ that thick. You need to pay a specialist to find out what you
'(. need to pay. Are you pleased with the success of Hadley and
Chernov? & ST I | : ‘

National Security Advisor Rice: The Strategic Dialogue Group.
& ' ’ :
President Putin: Igor Ivanov will be taking over. He's a big .

boss now. He’ll be working with Condi. We’ll find someone to
replace Chernov for Hadley. (). '

The President: ' What about energy cooperaﬁion? s

President Putin: Not bad. (U)

‘The President: Are U.S. and Russian companies wdrking together?
s ‘ : :

Pregident Putin: They are working together. Now we are looking
at gas. But there is a questicn about the desire of the U.S. :
side. The United States wants a pipeline from West Siberia to
the: Barents Sea. (&)

( . The PreSident:‘ That’s not the Solovki project?’ (&)

—CONPEDRNEIAL _
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( ‘ Presidential. Assistant Prikhodko: Murmansk. - (U)

Predident Putin: We won’'t allow private Russian companles or
forelgn companmes to own the plpellneg 8-\

-

The Preszdent Who will bulld them? &)

President Putin: A company that is 85 percent owned by the
government. Our legislation is unregulated in this area, and we
can’t supervige this sector effectively. 1In the South Urals
some Russiang sold a gas field through 'a fictitious U.S. company
to China. We can‘t find out who sold it. ' The owners were
registered off-shore. T

The Pregident: The Getty family? (&)

President Putin: We can’‘t find the Ruasian owners. But the

Chinese got it and one week - later they call ‘Gazprom to Beljlng

and they want them to send all the gas to China. Three thousand

workers worked at a compregsor facility at this field, and they
' would lose thelr jobs. &)

' The President: So there’s a cost in jobs; China‘s the biggest
( long-term problem for both of us. (&)
o . H

President Putin: More for you. (U)

" The President: They're not on our border ‘But we’ll all have
to deal with China. '

President Putin: They wiil seek leadership. Y

|

The President: Right. But they have a big problem: . how té
feed a billion people. ™

Prealdent Putin That’s not a problem. (U)

The Pregident: 'There’s intense poverty in rural areas. SANE

President Putin: That doesn’t matter to them, not to the
government. It's like North Korea. I was in North Korea. (&)

_ The President: When? (U)

President Putin: Before Ckinawa, 4 years ago. .I saw how they
( treated their people. I was in-a motorcade.. There were a lot
of women along the road. Some got pushed into the road.
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Instead of helping them, the security people just cracked their

_heads. It’s the same in China.

The President: - Pretty tough. Vladimir, of all the world
leaders, you understand the war with terxror.. I appreciate your
help. We need to fight these bastards. Some people don’t see
it as war. (S ‘ ~ -

President Putin: Spain left a bad impression. The terrorists
set a political goal, and they achieved it. {61

" The President: Yeah, and then Prodi says, “Let’s give up, we

can‘t win.” What should we discuss? We could talk about
political reform, the press. Are you still moving on reform?

fs)

President Putin: I don’t understand your points. The press is.
one thing; I am another thing. (W

The President: I don’t llke a lot of what I read in the press

but it’s important. [

President Putin: I deon’t féad a lot of what they write.‘ sy

The President: We set up a forum where we could dlscuss the
press, how to make 1t independent. (W ‘

President Putin: Our press is completely independent. You
might have some problems. (& ’

The President: Our press is independent as hell. :(KU

National Security Advisor Rice: We'’re talking about the media -
dialogue, for financing an independent press. You were worried
about the concentration of TV, the press, in a few hands.
There’s now a concern that the independent press is being pushed
aside by the government. We had a media dialogue. We need to
intensify it. = (W ' '

~ President Putin: How many TV stations do we have? (&

Presidential Assistant Prikhodko: Hundreds in the regions. I8

President Putin: And they’re all independent. ©n the national

level, the biggest is state-owned. The second cne is in both
state and private hands, but is a joint stock company. The

* third belongs to Gazprom. But.it wants to sell it. &)
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The Pregident: Are they going‘to sell ik on'the‘Stgck‘markat?
ST o | . &

President Putin: No, but they are quite active. Gazprom will
. sell it. They are setting up a bidding process. (%)

The President: I hear you didn’t know Barbara was in Moscow.
Didn’t you hear from our Ambassador?

Pregident Putin: You should have told our Ambassador. He tells
us everything. He writes long telegrams I'm tired of reading .
them, ‘honestly. But turning to space, since the shuttle
disaster we have been carrying all the astronauts and supplies
to.the international space station. There is an agreement that
the United States should buy transportatlon services from us.
But you are not paying, you are maklng reference to Iran. ()

The President: How{s that? :(U)

National Security Advisor Rice: Congress 1is involved. )

C The Pregident: We need to take a look at that. We shouldn‘t
' have made promises if we couldn’t fulfill them

President Putin: It. w111 hurt the space program Cn Iran, we
won't move forward on our project, unless Iran gigns the spent-
fuel return agreement. . They have said they will, but they are
trying to avoid the issue. But our pogition remains sclid.
First, I said no dellverles until you sign. Second, you need to
put all nuclear programs under IAEA safeguards. And third, our
position is closer to the Unlted States, than it is to the EU’s.
‘We insisgt on the Iranians foreg01ng work on the nuclear fuel
-cycle, even if they legally have a rlght to it. -We must
conv1nce them not to do that. ;

The President: Thanksa. . (U)

Pregident Putin: If we can fix Iran, then we can fix space.

teh

Naticnal Security Advisor Rxce Iran is a problem on
non-proliferation. &% .

Secretary Caxd: The problem with space is that there is no
( other provider besides the Russians at this point. ﬁw
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( President Putin: But we’'are doing this on our own now. sy

Secretary Card: I will look into it. (U}

The President: We will look into it. What else do we have to
discuss? (V) : . :

President Putin: Miiitary to military cooperation. We need to
find a way to work on'missile defense. We need to conclude an
intergovernmental agreement on defense technology. TS

The President: Sérgey Ivarov and Don Rumsfeld have been talking
about that. (S) - ’

President Putin: But we need an agreement. Your people go from -
institute to institute, enterprise to enterprise, and get what
‘they need. We need a package deal to structure our cooperation.

[

The President: I'm not éure.what that means. Are ybu.wb;ried
about induatrial spies? ™ '

( President Putin: No, it‘s not about spies or espionage. It's
Just that your people know what they want. They know where to
find it. They go from institute to institute and they get all
this information for free. So we need a more structured
process. One more thing on military-to-military cooperation.
We are prepared to participate-in the exercise in the North
Atlantic. (W - e '

The President: That would be fine. (U)

President Putin: In the fall. ({U)

The President: It’s a good idea. (U)

‘National. Security Advisor Rice: Rumsfeld talked to Sergey
Ivanov about it. We’ll work on it. &

The President: .How about Kim? Are we making progress? (W

preaident Putin: Yes. I might meet with him in the fall. If .
it happens, 1’1l try to convince him on the need to move
forward. He understands the need to change, but he doesn’t know .
how or what to do. If we can instill in him the idea that he is

( ' % pot in danger, that would provide him an argument to do
‘ gomething. T8

NW# : 78RR B oo Td: 34685217



The President: He’ll say, “If we didn‘t have nuclear weapons,
the United States would invade.” That makes no sense. - Why
would we want to invade? TS\

President Putin: You said there was no need to invade Iraqg, and
then you did. (&) ' ' '

The President: What if there was a U.N. Security Council
resolution? &) ' .

Pregident Putin: He doesn’t read the Security Council any
better than you do. We need to make him feel more comfortable.

=y

The President: He says the United States will invade. We have
already told him we won’t.

President Putin: I don’t understand why you don’t talk to him
directly. & : £ e :

"The President: The last time we did that, he lied. So it’s
( better to have five voices. We need to get all five to say the
game thing, so he can‘'t lie, the way he did to Clintcen.

President Putin: He told Clinton he had nuclear weapons. He
told me he told that to Clinton. &)

The Pregident: Well, Clinton didn‘t tell anyone; (W,

President Putin: He had to attend to more gefious thihgs.
Well, now we have covered almost everything. S

The President: We need to advance strategic dialcgue at all
levels. (&) ' c '

Preaident Putin: Agreed. Why don’'t we personally participate
in the naval exercise in the North Atlantic. It would make a
great picture.

The President: That would be interesting. But I quﬁf have the
‘time. I’'ll be out campaigning. (8 '

President Putin: But it wouldn’t hurt the campaign. You could
always say that you had to devdte time to affairs of state and
( could not afford to waste time chasing votes. AN
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( The President: It doesn’t work that way hé;e. Anything else?
™
National Security Advisor Rice: PSI. (U)

President Putin: We will also take part in patrolling the -
Mediterranean. (W

National Security Advisor Rice: We also need to continue to
work on liability issues. 1It’s critical to the Global
~ Partnership. T8

The Pregident: What's the problem? (U)

President Putin: Kislyak can explain. (N

Deputy Foreign Minister Kislyak: We have gigned agreements on
liability protections with all of the G-8 except the :
United States. We have suggested negotiations to the
United States. But the United States’ position was that it would
not talk until the Russians had ratified the 1992 umbrella
~ agreement. Now we have put it on the Checklist, and Kislyak and
-(\ Bolton are charged with looking into this issue. This is a good

sign. 08}

Naticnal Security Advisor Rice: This concerns plutonium
disposition.. We are under time pressure. This is a big deal.

President Putin: I hope they will make progreséw =

National Security Advisor Rice: It’s a complicated issue. . It
concerns coverage for U.S. employees, workers. (§) '

The President: You and Bolton are discussing this? {®)

Deputy Foreign Minister Kislyak: Not yet. The United States
wants us to ratify the CTR agreement in the G-8 framework.
That’s not acceptable to us. I’1ll give you an example. Under
the CTR arrangements, not only U.S. officials, but also
contractors, sub-contractors, and sub-sub-contractors are freed
of all responsibility for any accidents. With other countries,
we have agreed on who will take responsibility, but we haven’t
with the United States. Suppose there was a terrorist or a
deliberate act of sabotage. Why shouldn’t these people be held
( liable? Since 1992, we have corncluded agreements on different
terms, along the lines“of'those we have signed with other G-8
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countries. . And we have even signed some agreements with the
( - United States that do not have CTR-like provisions. Only today
+do we have an instruction to.work on this issue. &)

National Security Advisor Rice: We shouldn’t underestimate the
‘Congressional problem. We need to make sure that all our
private contractors have the same protections. We need an
agreement so that we can move forward cn plutonium disposition.

0s) |

President Putin: On WTO, we need to coordinate our positions.

R\Y

The President: I'm mindful of the deal You cut with the EU.
But.we're not going to join Kyoto. ()

President Putin: This is not about a deal. Everyone is
interested in Rusgia’s joining the WTC. (&)

The Pregident:. What's the problem? (U)

National Security Advisor Rice: The biggest problem is IPR, the
- absence of prosecution of those engaged in piracy. If this is
( ‘ not stopped, it will produce action against Russia under our

system. [§)

President Putin: Condi has a point. We have started to work on
this matter, and we intend to build on our effort. We will work

on it. &)

The Pregident: Russia’'s being in WTO will be great. %)

Pregident Putin: I gpent a lot of time persuading the public
that we need to enter the Wr0. Many are concerned that our
economy is not very competitive. [}

The President: But it’s getting better. ' (U)

Pregsident Putin: But mahy problems remain. Our industry is not
.energy-efficient. (& '

The Presgsident: I have a friend in a law firm, which has an
‘office in Moscow.. He tells me the smartest people in that
office in Moscow are Russians. (&

 President Putin: They’re still hungry, s0 they work well. ﬂQ
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( The President: Is it time to bring the press ip? Okay , we'll
both say something, but no questions. (U) _

- End of Conversation -
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AND PLACE:

'Memcon'with‘President Putin of Russia in
Santiago, Chile, on November 20, 2004 (U) -

The President’ - “ ’

Secretary Powell' '

Steve Hadley; Assistant. to the President

Thomas Graham, Special Assistant to the
President and Senlor Dlrector for Ruselan>
Affairs, Notetaker

Peter.Afanasenko, Interpreter -

Pre51dent Putln :
‘Sergey Lavrov, Minister of Forelgn Affalrs
Sergey Prikhodko, Assistant to the Pre51dent
for Foreign Pollcy

-Igor Neverov, Head, North Amerlca
eDepartment Mlnlstly of Foreign. Affalru,
. Notetaker o C
.Alekxey‘Fokln, Interpreter'

November 20,'2064; 12 535 - 1;45 p.m.
Santiago, Chile o o

" The President: Thanks for stopplng by {(u)

President Putin: Congratulatlons on the election. It was a’

tough battle.

I was. very pleased that ' you showed your

character. You reacted flex1bly, buL you dldn t change your
character, and you won. ( ' ‘

’The President: It was a tough race. (V)

President Putin: We saw that. People complain of the tough -

tactics we .use 1n Rugsia. But now they see where we learned

them. | ((N
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(.  The Préesident: My opponent was very gracious after T won. s
President Putin: Your advantage was clear then. (U}
‘The President: He didn't have any choice. (u)

President Putin: What I didn't like was the way your opponent
stood before the cameras waving the newspaper and saying that
‘the war was going wrong in Irag. The terrorists:® goal in Iraq
‘was ‘to-kill 1000 of your soldiers and hope that . .would affect the
election campaign. “Your opponent played.into their hands. ‘That
was'shocking..‘mq B - ' : '

The President: 1I appreciated your statements of éupport, I saw
-them as an expression of friendship. That meant a lot. Now we’
* have a chance to work together for four years. - {8)

E President Putin: If you had lost, I would havé-had'a lot of
~-Problems. - (& ' ;o

© The President: ﬁou'are‘always a’praéticél:man. by -
‘President Putin: I did what I did deliberately. (U)
'(‘  The President:  Thank you.  (U)

" President Putin: "I didn't. .say the terrorists would win if you.
lost. I said they would be celebrating. And that's what would
have happened. ' {%) ' ' — " a g -

‘The President: We have a framework to-go .forward, a strategic

- dialogue which we have talked a lot-about for four years. The
commitment is to continue on a variety of fronts. I'm beginning
‘to understand your way of governing, and you understand me.
That makés it easier to work together. As part of the Strategic
Dialogue, we need to work together on your immediate
neighborhood. oOur officials need to be.in contact. We need to

: understand what you are dealing with and work together on this
- level. (& S ' - |

‘President Putin: I agree. There are mechanisms. We need to
use them.  (U)

The President: Good. Let's do. it. . On Gedrgia, I thought

_ cooperation was good. The situation has calmed down. Thank ‘
(. . You for the ability to deal with a sengitive issue for you. IS
TONT DN
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e FPresident Putin: There are 5 million Georgians. One million

(' live in Russia. ‘In-essence, they maintain their families by
working in Russia. We try to find the possibility for dialogue.
It's important that they don't cross the threshold and talk
~about war. The problem is historical. It didn't begin with the
cqllapse'of~the Soviet Union. Georgia has'always_pursued a
policy of Gecrgianization of the Ossetians and Abkhaz. It's
been that way for ‘centuries. 1It's a complicated question. In _
“the Past, in people's passports, they said pecple were Georgians
even when they weren't. ‘Georgia is a mini-empire. They need to
"be patient in dealing‘with'other ethnic,groups Lo keep them in’
‘one state.. M) . ' '

vThe.President;' How's,their,leader? How do vou gecjalohg with
him?  (y) | ¥ w07 L oy

President Putin: Okay, fU)

The President; He's very’ehthusiastic. '(U). e s

President Putin: ‘Overenthusiastic. 7T can talk to'him. But he .’
has friends-who are a bit too much. ‘They' put people in jail:
L “ without in#estigations and. court heafings: Then they start _
( ‘ arresting and exXpropriating property, especially the Minister of
:  Internal Affairs. M) ' ‘ ‘ SR

‘The President: The Georgian Minister? M)

President Putin: vYes, There's a difficilt situation within th
. governing group.. Everyone wants to be on top. s

The Président:. That's how it is in America. You.think 2004 was
bad. "wWait until 2008.. (& S ' ‘ ‘

President 'Putin: I had thé~samé problem in Chechnya, ‘Ask any’
Chechen on the street if Chechnya needed a president, and he
would say, "Yesg. " Ask him who the president should be, and he
would-say,-"Me{“ [y <X S o '

The President: Very good. _ Whaﬁ‘s‘ypur view Qf‘Chechnya? sy
President Putin: It's as to be expected. Not mich good is
happening in the rebuilding of the“sqcial epvironment; But it's
Qquiet: M) - - A '

( The Piesident:' Are you ablé'to track'terrorist acts? (8
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: Presidént'Putin;n It's difficult. There are no fixed borders,
( especially with Georgia. There are a lot of refugees, including

from neighboring republics. ()

"The President : Thahks for all thé'pOSitive-things abou; Iraqg.

‘President Putin: ‘Everyone was trying to stir up the situation.
‘There are enough problems. I'm looking for solutions. (W

.. The President: I appreciate that. Germany and France are being
very helpful on Iraqi debt. They agreed to an 80 percent'WIitef‘
off. I hope you could consider the same thing. It would be
very helpful. I don't want to isolate you, but '

President Putin: Germany and the United States are rich

countries, unlike Russia. ‘& '

The President: ‘You have $50-a-barrel cil. _Thét}é what we are
_ paying. ™ ‘ ‘ : ‘

President Putin:  Our oil is $35 a barrel.. 08

(' - Thé”PresidEnf: You mean that is ybﬁr profit f?om’selling a
 barrel. (& AT . L R
President Putin: No, you're talking about Brent, ouf oil is
Urals blend. It has a lot of sulfur. It costs $35 a barrel.

The Presideﬁt:j Well, you have a lot of natural gas. M)

President Putin: - Just what don't we have! But the population
is still guite poor. Despite: that, as a percentage of GDP, we .
spend more on write-offs for poor countries than anyone else,
including the United States. And we are in third place in
absolute terms, after Japan and France, in debt write-offs for
poor countries. (& . - '

~Minister Lavrov: For the highly ‘indebted countries. '(&)

The President: I'm interested in Iragq. !

President. Putin:. I talked to Baker about this; and I made a
' statement that we would write off a significant amount, 50
( . percent.. &) = - =" o

@@%4&#@&@
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-~ The President: Here's where the issue is right now. The Paris:
( Club can move forward with an 80 percent write-off with you.
You're in a strange position, or in a powerful position. Who
are you going to be with? (& ‘ ‘

. President Putin: We'll look at other countries. <)

The President: Ckay. Thank you. {U)
President Putin: We want to decide this issue after the
elections in Irag. I've invited Allawi- to Moscow. (X) -

- The President: You'll like the guy. He's a Lough dude A very
strong man. He told a story about Saddam's sending people with
. axes to cut up his wife and him. He was asleep in a London
.hotel, and he wakes up to see two guys with axes.. He escaped,
although they cut him up bad. | b(6)
I b(6) ] Thanks for
inviting him. (& ' - S

President Putin: I'will talk to him. Iraq is a rich country.
( i“ The President: It sure is, but made ‘poor by a dlctator R

stable Iraq is- in your interest. I appreciate your comments to
that effect. My attitude is that some pQOple fighting there-
will fight elsewhere. (& ST T I .

Minister Laviov: If they re not flghtlng there, they would be
;flghtlng elsewhere )

President Putin: ' It is better to gét rid of them there.' (=)

The President: That's right. . Thanks for your position on
Iran. Many people think that if Iran were to come close to a
" nuclear weapon,  the Israelis would launch a military strike.
- But we have no evidence it's 1mm1nent If it happened, you know
. the. consaquences (8 ' ‘ 1

President Putin: I 'know, . I talked to our European friends.
They say that even if it had weapons ‘Tran would not use them.
They're not afraid. But I think the Iranians are crazy; they
~are ready to sacrifice themselves and others The Europeans are
not very conv1n01ng N : : ' '

LT

NW#:78134 ©  DocId:34685218




—CONE DR : 4 6

" The President: ‘I took to heart what you said. Iran got parts
( from all around the world. I appreciate your offer of feedstock
and to take back spent fuel. (sl '

President Putin: First they have to 51gn the agreement. We
‘have .insisted that they sign an agreement to.return spent fuel.

LY

The President: We need to keep working together. We can work
together on North Korea, too. I do not want to return to the_
" past position of this being a U.S.-North Korean issue. When I'm.
in that position, the only option is the military option. I
.don’'t want it to come to that. Otherwise, the North Koreans
will string it out, saying the U.S. won't do this or ‘that.
Thanks for being party to the talks. Of course, the Chinese
have more influence on the guy, and more money. (&) '

';‘President‘Putin: X said to Hu, "George says you are the best
guy to handle it." (= ' . o

‘The'Presideﬁt: ‘What did he say? &

- President Putin: He just waved Hisfhands  =)

The Preéideht:. I don’'t want pﬁe U.s. dping this alone. (&

President Putin: . I.think the Six-Party talks are right. (AN

‘The Presidént: China waﬁts to wave them off. (&)

 Prééident Putin: They're Very‘impoftant._‘ﬁm

The President: Hu is a modern thinker. (&

President Putin: For 5-6 years, he was behind Zemin, Who knew
what he was doing? (&) o ‘ ' ‘

- The President: You'll never find out. (&

President Putin:  On Afgharnistan, we. understand what is
happening. We. can call the elections "conditional." But we
understand the need to settle the situation. The United States,
Europe, and Russia need a coordinated posxtlon When the
proéeSs began, during the military operation, you said you would
look at all ethnic groups in formlng the government sy

-‘( The President: nght. fU)
JGOHF&BEEE&%&r
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(. President Putin: We supported your idea of a Pashtun leader.
‘This worked for everyone, the Uzbeks, Tajiks, Hazara. Now we
see isolation of thé Northern Alliance. Honestly, T don't
understand why. They are easy to talk to; they fought against
the Taliban. They are not close to us; they fought against the

.. Soviet JUniion. Squeezing them out in the future will only worsen
the situation. -That's the reason why Afghanistan is not ready

- for parliamentary and local elections, although initially
“parliamentary and the pre51dent1a1 electlons were supposed to. be
held blmultaneously Iy ]

“The President:. Richt. That's why they were postponed for a
year. M) s % e ' ‘
President Putin: We are concerned about the 1nternal flghtlng

- I propose that the MFA and State Department the special
_'services, cooperaté more on Afghanlstan‘ s §

‘The Ptésident: Gcod. -

. President Putini ALl chess ethnlc groups will run into the
, . former Soviet Union, into Central Asia. .We'won't be able to
(' ‘ stop them there They will restart civil-wa¥s. In essence,
they are one nation. The Northern Alliance. are Tajiks. No
. matter what Tajlklstan says, they will stlll help them (o

_ The President: - We are close personally, and people ask me a A
lot:  "What's Vladlmlr s strategy on. democracy." I've raised my
. checks-and-balances concerns. But I am also your strongest
defender. I know you gave & speech along this line. Thatts
very gcod. You caught everyone by surprise, '‘as you alwaya do.
It was an 1nLerv19w, not a speech. I understand Russla,;s in a
state of transition. You didn't ask for my advice, but it is
important to explain your view. You're .cne of the most visible
‘world leaders. We've had a good conversation, and I hope you

- don't take it- personally But. Russia is a huge, important
country, and you are one of the ‘most unique leaders your country
has had. &)

Pre51dent Putin: LE peoplé~ask you quéstions, just send them to

me. (W)

The President: The New York Times asks, for example. You don't
want me to send them. 1)
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( - President Putin: . The New York Times only runs what they are

. . paid for. I'm ready to talk to you. Our country was put _
together in a unique way. ‘It has a huge territory with ethnic
groups with large territories on which they reside. In essence,
there is'a potential for disintegration. Stalin made a
fundamental mistake in state-building. The Russia Empire was
multinational, but it was never a federal state. Never. Stalin
broke out the national republics and federalized the country.
That laid the basis for dlSlntegratlon He thought the
Communist Party would last forever.  Through it, he would
maintain a unitary state, even if the country was formally
" federalized. Today, we need a formula. -that ensures’ links
‘between the regional and local authorities. and the national
“level. That's why I proposed that regional leaders be elected =
by the legislatures on the basis of. nomlnatlcns by the
Pre51dent goy'S :

" The President; How~doesathat wcrk? People are asking me. NQ

President Putin:  The Presmdent will propoge a concrete person'
3and the reglonal leglslature will vote yes or no. =y

( ‘ ‘The President: Are the parliaments locallyfele¢ted? ﬁ%ﬂ

5President'Putin: chaliylélected. TfH

Minister Lavrov: Direct popular vote. . D&

The-Presidehtﬁ-'Itﬁs'an up or down vote? )

'President'Putin: For or against.. {u) -

The President: If’it re]ects the candldate, does the President
prcposa another one? T ' '

- President Putin: Yes, a different person or the same person.
The President can dissolve the legislature or suggest another
candidate, if the second candidate is rejected. Election of '~
regional leaders will be by a group cof electors. T8k

The President: I wish I had. the right to abolish some
legislatures. I '

President:Putin: 7JTt's an extreme measure.- There arée different

" methods. 1In some places, regional leaders are simply. appointed.
( In India, they are appointed. 1In the UK, for all practical
purposes, they are app01nted - in Wales and Scotland - even
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(ﬁ . though it's a multiethnic -country. You need to take into
' account the state of the political system in Russia. The
influence of economié/politicalLgroups works directly, not - .
indirectly, because there is no party system in place. On the.
" regional level, there is a mono party system. Some examples
. In 1589, there was an election in the North Caucasus, in
Karachai-Cherkessia. The Karachai are the larger. group They
voted for and electedi a Karachai President. That night,
viclent conflict. broke out. ' There were dead bodies .in the

-street. If we had. a multiparty system, a civil society, ethnic
clashes would not be so prominent. But in the .absence of these
Alnstrumentq the result is ethnic clashes. In some republlcs,

they alternate ethnic .groups at. the head. In Dagestan, there

. are a hundred ethnic groups. .Five are titular. If the ‘

' President comes from one ethnic group, the Prime Minister comes
from another one, and the- head’ of parliament from ancther. Then
they count how many’ representatlves of dlfferent ethnic groups
scrve as deputles BV ' :

The President: Youlre worried that.democracy would upset the
balance? . {8 ' ‘ -

- President. Putin: I'm worrled about the country. They don't

( ‘ ~give a damn' about the, electloqs.- Théy find a leader, and then
they find all the oLher leaders under him. It's .very important
to encourage a multiparty system. Party lists should encourage
the development, of a multlparty system.- ™ :

The President:‘ That's a message that hasn‘t gotteq-oﬁt. ﬁn-

President Putin: One minor p01nt The governors have a
powerful impact cn the electlons ‘in the single-mandate
districts, 'If the President hag more influence over the-

governors, ther he would have influence over these elections. I -

':.have-limited the possibility of the President having that power.

s

Minister Lavrov: When the President nominates the governors to
the local legislatures, his power is limited by going.to a’
proporticnal representation system. (& :

The President: The pedple are watching. That message is not

getting out. ‘They haven't heard the concept of limiting the
. power of the President and bulldlng a multiparty system. i
- appreciate that discussion. 08y
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'(. President Putin: We need to explain it better, but ‘there is
nothing that contradlcts modern principles of democracy. We are
looking. for .a more acceptable form of statehood for Russia. ™

=TI President: . I'm going to Europe after the 1nauguratlon We
could meet then. We would have more tlme hi)

President Putin: We could discuss the substance'of bilateral
‘relations. I will be glad to receive you in Moscow on May 9, as
you promised. It's the 60th anniversary of the end of the |
Second World War. TS\ - '

‘;The President: When did:I‘promiSe'that? NQ

‘Minister Lavrov: August 23 durlng the electlon campalgn [\

The President: In the middle of ;he_campalgn,'I made a lot of
‘promises. But we will agree. We could meet some place in
Europe. (™ ' o '

President Putin: Like‘Genéva or Luxembourg. {8\
iy 3 The President: - How about Ukraine? - On Ukraine, who's going to.
( ©owin? (W ‘ e 2 ' ' '

President Putin: It's hard to tell, “but I'think the Prime
~Minister - what's hisg name? - Yanukovich? - will win.
Yushchenko has taken all the electorate he wlll get in the flrst
round. He is a pro-Western politician and the Left will. never
vote for him. In the first round, the vote split fifty-fifty.
' The only additional votes come from the Left. Moreovert in the
' Western regdions, the turnout was close to 100 percent but it
.was only 60 percent in other reglons S '

The‘Pfesident:_ So it's a matter of turnout? (&

' Eresident Putin: If the turnout goes up, Yanukovich will win.
(C) - = - _ ‘

The President: It's time to go. (U)

- End of Conversation ' --
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(j . Président putin: = Look at all the food on‘the_table. Should we
‘ have something to éat? (U) ‘ ~ -

The President: b(6) (U}

President Putin: That's good. {U)

' The President:. b(6) |
‘ b(6) Igor, nice to . _

see you. Where have you been hiding? (U)

Secretary Ivanov: In Moscow. (U)

The President: Thank you all for coming. Vladimir and I had a
. frank conversation, a good dialegue. We want to make sure the .
relationship moves forward. I found the discussion
constructive, and I hope you did. & .

— .. President Putin: Absolutely. (&)

- The President: Do you want to start? No? Okay, on Iran,
thanks for working with Iran. 'We share the same position. It
would be trouble if Iran had nuclear weapons. I appreciate youxr
; .working-with them. We've had this discussion before. The most
(l constructive thing in the dialogue is your insisting that the
fuel come from and be returned to Russia.. We want to-work with
you so that Iran does not develop nuclear weapons. That’s all I -
have to say. We have no relations with Iran. - We are cheering

you on. (W&

President Putin: Americans do have relations with Iran. Such
ties do exist. 1I’'m aware of this, especially from the Iranians,
but not only from them. I was visited by Ruhani. T8

The President: By whpm?' (S

'.Secretéry Rice: The National Security Adviser of Iran. Ts(.

The President: I beg your pardon. 0Ny

President Putin: The Iranians asked me to remind you that the
elections in Irag took place with their support. They don’t
want you.to forget that they took a constructive position on
Irag. The Americans should know that. Iran is preparing a very
constructive approach to the situation in Irag. In general,
they would like to begin to have relations with the '
United States. This is very pleasing, but it raises some

~CONPERENTITAY-
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questions. They agreed to the spent-fuel return agreement, but
(: they are demanding a significant amount of supplies immediately,

before Bushehr is finished. We said we were not going to do
that. At our insistence, we will deliver it on the eve of the
completion of construction, 2 to 3 months in advance, and load

" it directly. So I should tell you we have a consistent -
-approach. The Iranians need to fulfill the IAER's control and
technical schedule. The second item for attention is that they -
didn‘t confirm their intention to continue thE'moratorium on the
fuel cycle. We said we are very dlsap901nted by that. We are
@pposed“to their acquiring the fuel cycle. We were prepared to
visit Iran for a -summit, but it was postponed.  We have tc think
~about such a visit and how it could be used. We should keep in
touch with you and Rice. We should work with the Europeans S0
that the situation evolves positively. M)

The Presideht: Yeg, we should'do that. 1 appreciate your
leadership. (& : '

President Putin: I jusc mentioned the details of impoftance
fErom the. visit. hQ ' o

The President: The situation is ‘troubling. - If they hear- the
same message from the Europeans, the United States, and Russia,
f(r it will help: energy for electrlclty, but not for bombs . 'TGQ '

President Putin: Their position is that they are developlng
‘atomic energy within international guidelines. They have a
right to the production of the fuel cycle like other countries.
‘Brazil, for example, has such rlghts =

_The Pfesident:'"Brazil‘doesn‘t want to build bombs . = ‘

Pregident Putin: Iran says it won't either. I say the same -
.thing, but my reason is different. I say, I understand you.
It’s unjust, but you need to understand that Brazil is not in
‘the Middle East, it doesn’t have the same relationship to
Israel. The situation with Brazil is different. So, while.
gympathizing, neverthelesg, I urge them to have more patience.
~It’s a tough conversation. That’s what I wanted to say. |

The President: Thanks. (R

President Putin: Getting back to the matter of the CIS and

- Central Asia. I know the bases, the airfields, were installed
to deal with the situation in Afghanistan. According to our
information, the Americans are making a further request to -

“CONTEB RN AL
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( _ 'Kyrgyzstan to place AWACS there. That héé nothing to do with .
Afghanistan. W] ' ' ‘ i

The Presidenp:.-Thatfs the first I’ve heard of that. We will
look into it. (S . . : ' -

President Putin: The AWACs would allow for a significant
‘monitoring of Chinese territory. ~They are very sensitive about
that. (&

The President: We will lock into it. &)

President Putin:‘ It raises some guestions, sy

The President: It bothers you? W

_President Putin: Yes. [N

_The President; Sergey, dld you brlng this up with Don? =

Mlnlster Ivanov: ‘Yes, in Nlce )

‘The President: So they've talked about ‘it? M)

(ﬁ 3 President Putin: Several years ago, we established the
Collective Security Treaty Organization to help build stablllty
in Central Asia. It addressed itself to NATO to discuss:
international and general matters: I believe it’s a good idea
and expect’ a response from NATO. I hope to get your support.

[V

The President: Have you brought it up with Rumsfeld? . (8

Minister Ivanov:- Yes, but to ho avail. e N

-

The Prgéident: Brlng up gomething I know somethlng about. &

President Putin: ' To. please you, I will do that and speak
philosophically. On the Baltic states, I am trying to find a
formula for May 9 that is a positive signal to the Balts, but we
also expect a pro-active position by the United States on the.
Situation, in the Baltic states. The Russian-speaking minority
is in an unegual condition. This has been admitted by all
European organizations. The Baltic states have a category of
peocple in Latvia that is unprecedented - “non-citizens.”
They’re 400,000. They are deprived of all rights, including the
right to vote. In Estonia, they have the right to participate

CONFIBENTIAL.
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: SRR £ municipal elections, but not in Latvia. Cur’ new/old frlends
(_ in the EBuropean Union are 1nvent1ng lnterestlng opticns in
Macedonia, where 20 percent of the population is Albanian. and
has the right ‘to proportional representation in. government -
bodies. But in Riga, where 60 percent of the populatlon is:
Russian, they have no rights. R :

'.The President: . The ethnic Russians have no rights? AN

President Putin:  The don’t have the right to part101pate in any
body of authority.. They are deprived of that right. Y

‘The President: I appreciate your bringing that to our
‘attention. () ‘ - : |

"President Putin: I talk to the Buropeans about this, and they
say the situation is different, but why? They say the situation:
is all right in the Baltics.. Y€) . ‘

The Pre51dent So you have problems with the Europeans toc?
‘ They like you a hell of a lot better than me. (%) :

Pres:dent Putin: Russia’s a big country, so we have problems
o there and elsewhere. Do you want me to run through the problems
( ' East to West? N ‘ ‘

The President: No, why don't you do it West to East. Let's
discuss the 6-Party Talks. Hu is the main person to convince

Kim. (&)

President Putin: I told him that. NQ

© The President: He has the best leverage. ()

Pregident Putin: - China has called Rice, o she kriows
everything. &) '

The President: The- world needs to see us work together on
North Korea. The same goes for the Road Map. {8}

President Putin: The state of affairs can brxng a resolution.
There has been 31gn1flcant improvement. (8)

The President Abbas was in Moscow recently. What did you
think when you met him? (&) ' '

e :
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| President Putin: He is absolutely different from Arafat,.who
( ' was a leader of a revolution. Abbas is a politician. He has .
" real chanc¢es. What he is now doing is succeeding in making’
arrangements with everyone, including Sharon. Speaking of
 settlements, he doesn’t mean that they have to be withdrawn,
only curbed. Abbas is also working with Syria. ({)

' The President: Good. (W) .

President Putin: President Asad recently visited: We invited
him 5 years ago, but now everyone 1is paying attention to our
relations with Syria, We had good relations, but he did not
visit and he was working on relations with China. But now he is
a little bit worried, so he decided to come to us. As for the
Syrian troops in Lebanon, he thinks of it as a business problem,
because money is involved. We have traditionally enjoyed good
relations with Syria, and we are demonstrating good will. He
wants to support good relations, and we want to see a positive
dynamic. I was called by Sharon on weapon supplies to Syria.
There were stories on katushkas in Lebanon. Ycu know what
katushkas are?. ﬂﬂ : '

The President: I know what katushkas ére. S

: " President Putin: They were used in World War II. But no one
<‘ ' could provide information on where they were located. We are
not going to sell weapons that could be used for offensive
purposes against Isrtael. The usual range for katushkas is over
250 kilometers. ' In the export version, it’'s not over 5
200-kilometers. But I understand the Israelis’ concerns, and
won’t sell them. I stopped the negotiations. We will supply
‘short-range surface-to-air missiles, not MANPADS, but ones on a
vehicle with a range of 4 to 5 kilometers. I told the Israeli
President that 2 months ago, Israel was flying jets over the
-palace of the. ‘Syrian President. All his children hid under
their beds. I asked why they need to do this. The air defense
system will make the Israelis think. They are not offensive
weapons, they can’t reach Israel, and they can’'t be secretly
passed to terrorists. Third, we have demanded the right to
inspections at any time any place in the contract. The Syrians.
object. So these weapons have nothing to do with terrorism.
They help develop Syrid’s defensive capabilities. That’s a
difficult topic, and a matter for separate discussions. = ()

The President: I want to give you a heads up. I don’t usually
-put words in other leaders’ mouths, but Chirac says he knows who
ordered Har1r1 s'assa331natlon, the Syrians. That‘s what he
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thinks. _ U, N. Securlty Council Resolution 1559 is. a joint W -

‘< French resolutlon.' It demands that Syria get its troops and
secret services out of Lebanon. We can work together on that,
and it’'s important that that happens, before the elections, if
possible. " Generally,- I do not share private discussions. But
that is what he raised with me point blank. (N ' . '

‘Pregident Putin: I know his stand on both matters. ' Chirac was
. a close friend of Hariri's. He introduced me to him. He was a
' good person. But I don’t believe that the Syrians had anything
to do with it, it would have had a bad effect for them.
President Asad told me he supports the current government in
Lebanon for economic reasons.: I'm not sure that is ‘true, but it
is a complex situation. .. ) ' e e '

4

I want to raise a couple. of other matters. First, WTO
éccession It's a complex controversial problem in our country,
Those in the processing industries are opposed to WTO. They
believe we do not have a competitive advantage. But those in
0il, metals are for accession. Our accession is in the interest
of all our partners, including the United States. We are
striving toward accession. Russia is prepared to make its 4
ccontribution to llberallzlng tariffs, to llberallzlng access to
services, including financial services. We want . everything to

( . be on standard terms, we want no-special terms for Russia. I am
: - .grateful, George, for your initiative. The negotiatcrs will
feel it. (% : ‘ ' -

The Pregident: IPR isg a kéy element . ]

President Putin: That's a separate item for discussion. I am
algo prepared to cut tariffs by 40 percent for leasing airplanes
-and to remove all obstacles for financial companies in Rugzian
markets., The agreement on meat quotas is on track. NQ

The President: Chickens or meat? AW

President Putin: Today, the guota is the same as the one in the
unsigned agreement. {09 o J

Minister Lavrov: The actual quota for this year is the same as
agreed to. (| ‘ ‘ ‘ o ‘

President Putin: We believe .there will be an unbiased approach
to negotiations. Cuba, you know, is a WTO member. ' [&}

i

"The President: Cuba realiy is a member? (8)
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' - president Putin: Yes, and causing us problems. They demand
( ' that we fully cpen our market for sugar. .They have a very -tough
) position on this. If we are to accede in 2005, we have to sign
our bilateral protocol already in May. (Y]

The President : May wouid be‘hard. W)

‘President Putin: I don’ t see any reason why not. We have
agreement on all positions. LV : : .

The President: I don’t know. I haven'’t  talked to zoellick,
who, by the way, now works for Condi. (o d

'President Putin: You don’ ¢ ‘need to talk, just give
instructions.. On space cooperation. We don't have a second .
rescue vehicle. ' The limitation is linked to Iran, there’s a law
on Iran that blocks procurement of necessary equipment from
Russia. I told you about our cooperation with Iran, nothing is
‘a secret. But the position taken by Congress is unhelpful I'd
11ke to- ask you to join me in dealing with this. (& '

Secretary Rice: Thé law is the Iran Non-Proliferaticn Act.
There is some missile cooperation going on. But this is one
item we should take a look at. i

President Pﬁtin{ We are prepéred to be tough. We don't want
' missile technolcgy to be developed in Iran. W)

Natlonal Securlty Advisor Hadley There's a certification
procedure. (N '

‘ The President: Bodman is going to be the maln guy on energy,
.‘LNG, plpellne Constructlon. &)

Pres1dent Putln: ‘There is a good project on LNG for the U.S.
market. If negotiations go as they should, by 2011/12, there
will be large-scale deliveries to the United States. Gazprom is
involved.  American companies are buying into the oil market.
In.one of our companies, Lukoil, the state owned 7 percent. We
sold that to ConocoPhillips. W : '

- The President: Right.' s

President Putin: - We made a goed profit, but not too much. . {8)

The President: It’s never too much. T&
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(- " President Putin: In principie; we didn’t get what we could ,
- have. But we didn't need additional money for the budget. So I
agreed not to violate the existing arrangement., ' NQ

The President: How's tle economy ‘doing? (&) .

President Putin: Last year, it grew at 7.1 percent. )

The President: That's good. &),

President Putin: China exceeds 10 percent every year. TS

‘The President: They're a powerhouse. They consiume more energy
" than we:do, more steel, more raw materials.  They are growing.

&)

‘President Putin: Another opportunity for cooperation is a _
pipeline in West Siberia, a Northern Pipeline to export to U.S.
markets. (&) ‘ ‘ ‘

. The President: The more customers, the better. el

President Putin: China urged us to build a direct pipeline to
China, but we chose another market and will build a line to
( S .Nakhodka s ‘

: The'President:' How are relations with Hu? Q&)

President Putin: Very good.: We had been in negdtiations tof
. settle the border problem for 40 years Last year, we signed a
. border. treaty. . (§) : ' : “

The President: Congratulations. N

President Putin: It was thé biggest‘event‘;n Sino-Russian
- relations. (8§ -

The President: You have a lot of Chinese across the border.

T (R)

President Putin: There are more of them in 1arge cities in
Russia, now. The numbers are growing. TU8)- : '

The President: We have 8 to 10 million illegal immigrants,
mostly from Mexico and Central America. 6%
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‘ President Putin: "Ifknow,.in the south of'the United States.
(% mows in the seueh of the.
. The president: The Mexicans actually help our economy. They do.-

work Americans wouldn’t. They make money and send an important
part of it to Mexico. = . : \

"president Putin: - We also get cheap labor from the CIS
countries. There are 25 million ethnic Russians there. . There
is no difficulty if other people come to Russia from there. We
don't care about ethnic differences.  They speak Russian, they
are peocple ‘of Russian culture, so they have no problem. in
adapting. . It’s not like Africans to the EU, who take long years

= B assimilate. In Ukraine alone, there are 15 millions.
Russians, which is 25 percent of the populations. That'’s what

_ the official census showed 15 years ago. One hundred percent of
Ukrainians are Russian speaking. By the way, the Ukrainians are
going to fully naticnalize their economy. They are talking of
nationalizing 30,000 [did he say 30,000 or 3,000?] enterprises.
That is the entire economy. The Prime Minister, Tymoshenko said
that. Yushchenko corrected her and said not 30,000 but 30 key,
strategic ones.  But this is the whole economy. - You always ‘

~ speak about Yukos. But we went through legal procedure, and the

'Ukrainians are talking about practically the whole eccnomy.

(, ' Lots of people from Ukraine work in Russia, in low-wage,
unskilled work, such as construction. In Armenia, there are
2 million Armenians, and there are 2 million Armenians in
Russia, more than in Armenia itself. There are 5 million .
Georgians in Georgia, and abcut a million in Russia. They
. transfer money to their famllles in Georgian, more money than in
. the Georgia budget. .{}

The Pre31dent.' That’s what you get for being a blg economy
Are there Koreans .in Ru551a7 NQ

President Putin: Kim refused to.come for the May 9
celebrations. He was dissatisfied with our position on the
6-Party Talks and concerned about aggre351ve ‘American
imperialism, :

The President: As if we are getting ready to attack him. It's
hard to believe. & ‘ ’ '

President Putin: He wants to talk .to you directly. The Chinese
ask both of us to make changes to the U.S. positicn. (&)

NWH:78134  DocId:34685219



e, T ¢

The President: We can't let Kim peel us off from China. We
( can't afford to: lower our leverage :

President Putin: The Chinese asked you to consider if the U.S.
-could hint at recognizing North Korea's sovereignty. It's quite
reasonable. It would be good grounds for the Talks. (S

The President: Recognition of sovereignty? ™)

Pr351dent Putln Just hint that this is possible., &

The Pres;dent We won't attack. But Kim keeps 'changing what he .
- wants. He's insecure. (&) ' '

‘President Putin: They have nothlng to lose. S

The President: Great meetlng Time for‘the press conference.

=

- ‘End of Conversation i
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian
Federation (U) ‘

PARTICIPANTS: - The President -
Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State
Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of Defenge
Andrew Card, Agsistant to the President and
Chief of Staff

Steve Hadley, Assigtant to the President
for Naticnal Security Affairs

William Burns, American Ambassador to Russia

Thomas Graham;, Special Assistant to the
President and Senior Director for

: Russian Affairs _ . '
Peter Afanesenko, Interpreter

Vliadimir Putin, President of the Russian

.. _Federation . _
( Sergey Lavrov, Minister of Foreign Affairs
 Sergey Kislyak, Deputy Minister of Foreiqgn
" Affairs o

Sergey Prikhodko, ASeistant to the President

Yuri Ushakov, Russian Ambassador to the -
United States’ ‘

Igor Neverov, Director of North America
Department, MFA o

Andrey Tsibenko, Interpreter

DATE, TIME‘ September 16, 2005, 2:15 - 2:45 p.m. ‘EDT
AND PLACE: Oval 0ffice‘ . ¢4

The President: Where's the Secretary of State? 1Is she coming?
Ch, there she is. I was just telling Vladimir that I passed a
note to Condi during the Security Council sesgion earlier this
week. "I have to go to the bathroom. How do I do thig?« Now,
I know how te go'to the bathrcom; my mother potty-trained me.
But in any event, they took a picture of the note and blew it up
and put it in the newspaper, (U) C

-SEeReT ‘ . '
Classified by: V. Phillip Lago
' ( - Reagon: 1.4(b) (d)

Declassify on: 9/20/1s
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President Putin: That’s rnot right, I_was‘talking with Sergey
[Lavrov) about the need to change this. Yours was a personal
thing. Suppose it has been something secret? (u)

The President: what if it had been a'dirty word? ' That would
have been worse. (u) : |

Secretary Rumsfeld: What were you supposed to 'do? Raise your
hand and agk for permission? {(u) ‘

The President: Vladimir and 1 had a good conversation: Iran,
North Korea, the cIs. On the CIS, we agreed we should have a
dialogue, a Strategic dialogue, led by the MFA and Bill Burng,

1 mean Nick Burns, on our side. SO everyone can understand what
evgryone'wants, to dispel rumors, to understand strategieg and
intenticns, %) ‘

President putin: Precisely. We need better coordination and to
avoid contradictions. (u) ‘ ' ‘ : '

The PresidenE: We also discussed the WIO. I want to get this.
done. I‘ve told my people to work .as hard' as they can so that

our bureaucracy can cut . deals with Gref. .But Gref has to work

with hig bureaucracy S0 that. he can cut deals. .We need to work
on banking, civil aviation, and other things. X'

President Putin: You Rave better relat:ions with Cuba than you
do with us.. They’re in the WTO. e ;

The Présidegg: Not because of us. () ' F
President Putin: Yes, this is what vyou inherited. (U)
Mh" £ " .

igghpresidegg: We'had a good tallk about China, a philosophical
discussion. But we. both have good relations with China. (8]

rregident Putin: We also discussed Iran. w)
R B e . L
‘Foreign Minister Lavrov: - We discussed only Iran, jEQ

Secretary Rice: Yes, we had a good extensive discussion of
Iranian matters while You Lwo were ‘talking. We agree that no
one wants Iran to have nuclear weapons and that we need to do -
everything to avoid nuclear weapons in Iran. Our concern is
"Iran’g ability to reprocess and enrich. It is very important to
come to a place where Iran can't enrich or reprccess. That

( BEEREL

——
. i
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would be dangerous and could be turned to a military program.
We made available to the Russians our briefing on weaponization,

(™=

President Putin: I've reaa it. (U)

The Pfesident: Vladimir said he wanted to have his experts take
a close look to get a sense of the reality of the document.
I told Vladimir that is fair. ‘Hadley, can you make that happen?

Secretary Rice: We can arrange an exchange of experts. ?Q{

- President Putin: This ig why George mentioned the need for
experts to meet. &)  a '

Secretary Rice: Let me mention one other thing. The Russians
believe the time for referral hasn’t come. - I made the point
that it is important that the Iranians paid a price for the way
they have acted. 'The Russians have some creative ideas on how
Lo prevent the Iranians from developing an indigenous enrichment
Or reprocessing capability. S ‘ ‘ ’

President Putin: Sergey has laid out our idea. Our concern is
that immediate referral will lead Iran to take the North Korean .
(' " route. If they are indeéd striving for nuclear weapons, then we
- will have lost contrcol over what' is happening in Tran. Then we
-need to do something. What? Strike? Who does that? Where?
What targets? Are you sure of the information you have? 1It’s
important that we build a basis for our position. But I agree
with George. If Iran violates international law, as just
formulated here, then we have the right to bring this matter to
- the Security Council: ({ o ' :

The President: It’s$ not only international law. They’'ve agreed
to the Paris Agreement. It makes me nervous when they agree to
something and then walk it back. 1It's their mentality I don't
~understand, in agreeing to something but not meaning it. We
need to get some sense about this. sy :

President Putin: We won’t be able to read their minds. 88y

The President: We don't need to read their minds. We just need
Lo see how they act. Vladimir met with the Iranian president,
and he gave me a description of their talks. (&)
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President Putin: The agreement you mentioned wasn’t an
agreement, The Iranians say they took a volunpary step on the
moratorium. ) : '

The President: That's an interesting question. We believe they
made 8n agreement with the Europeans, and so do the Europeans,
They said, “We agree to this.” Now they’re saying they didn't
agree, but the Europeans thought they had. 1t’s hargd to fathom
the mindset of & country that agrees, and then dcesn't mean it
agreed. That makes me nexrvous. -We don’t have any contact with
them, so we have to rely on others to keep the weapons out of
their handas. we need to discuss how to achieve this. [y

President Putin: I had an urieasy cdnversation with him, lengthy
and uneasy. (&) '

The President: How long? " (u)
s==_r€éSident:
President Putin: One hour twenty minutes. 1 tolg him if he

didn't continue negotiations he would drive his country into a
corner and isolate it. How would he get out? (8]

The President: They‘re, testing and probing. They are looking
for a weak link. Germany seems to be the weakest link in the
EU-3, sc they turn there. Then they turn to Rugsia. ;

I understand they are the new guy on the block,. that they have a.
new government . But' it‘s the same group of unelected mullahs
who are making the decisions. He needs to . know the parameters
he can move around in, or we are going to face @ nightmare. The
military option stinks, but we can‘t take it off the table.
Sharon is thinking about the military option. I'f you or I were -
Sharon, we’d be thinking about the military option. Iranian
nukes really scare the Israelis, Diplomacy must work. That'sg
an important: point Lo keep in mind. 1f Sharon feels he needs to
'strike Iran, all hell wil} break loose. I'm pot saying it will
happen, only that the most likely military reactions will come
from Israel, : : ’

President Putin: But what will they target? sy

The Président: If they think there's enriching at Natanz,
that’s one. But W€ aren't doing the targeting for Israel. 7TS)

President Putin: But it'g not clear what the labs have, where
they are. Cooperation with Pakistan still exists, . (&}
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The President: I talked to Musharraf about that. I told him
we're worried about transfers to Iran and North Xorea. - They put
A.Q. Khan in jail, and some of his buddies. uUnder house arrest.
We want to know what they said. 1 keep reminding Musharraf of
that. Either he's getting nothing or he’s not being '
forthcoming. s} . ' -

President Putin: As far as I'uﬁderstand, they found uranium of
Pakistani origin in the centrifuges. .(§)

The ‘President : Yes, the stuff the Iranians forgot to tell the
IAEA about. That's a violation, 0s) '

~ President Putin: Tt was of PakiStani origin. That makes me
‘nervous. & LI : :

The President: it makes us nervous, too. ?ts

Pregident Putin: Think abouﬁ us. -(U5

'The President: We don‘t need-a lot of feligidus_nuts with
nuclear weapons. That's what Iran has running the country, TSQ

President Putin: I have the sense they have made a decision.
I mentioned this to' George earlier. They made the point that
they want to continue negotiations with the EU-3. . That's
positive. M

The Pregident: We're making progréss on safeguarding nuclear
sites and in the program to decommission weapons systems. 1 get
pressure from Congress all the ‘time to keep these programs
moving forward. (= . ' ¥

President Putin: We have a simple and clear position. We are
ready to continue on a reciprocal basis. When our experts visit
American gites, they are brought to a certain peint and told
they can go no farther, We will reciprocate and decide how far
we will allow each other to go. We need to look at thig. (4]

~.

The President: Is there a problem, Don? (yU)-

Secretary Rumsfeld: No; with us. (u) ,

National Security Advisor Hadley: 1t'g mostly DOE. (U)

. Secretary Rumsfeld: We do not make weapons or dismantle them.
We just shoot them, or just prepare to shoot them. ()

(' | BEERE -

——
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The President: go we need to check with another guy, Bodman.
(v ' ' ‘ '

Secretary Rice: we are prepared to reciprocate. (v)

‘The President - We need to have the same standards.  (u)

‘President putin. I hear.you are developing a small nuclear
charge, It will always be tempting to use them. (W)

The President: You are accusing ué of building small nuclear
weapons? . (&) '

Secretary Rumsfeld: 1 talked to Sergey Ivanoy about this, wWe -
are talking about building small nuclear weapons.  We are asking

- Congress for permission to take large dirty weapons and make
smaller ones. go many people are doing stuff underground. You
can’'t get them with conventional weapons. But we haven't gotten
Congress to agree. ™) : ;

The Presiﬂenté. Rumsfeld just gave away ali our secretg. lﬂN

President Putin: 1 read all thoge secrets on the Internet.
I also read how to make .an A-bonb . QQ.

The President:. we heed to keep quiet, (U)

President Putin: ‘The ways and means of using these nuclear arms
changes the psychology of countries with nuclear weapons. Their
‘use becomes possible, and if it's just a little smaller or’a
little larger, who will care? That makes a difference. sy

Secretary Rumsfeld. " You have made the same argument. on amall
nuclear weapons that Ted Kennedy makes, AV o ¥

The President: ‘That's about as big an insult as we can make.
Should we discuss North Korea? Cur position is simple: No
light water reactor, period. © If we gtay together, we can get
the deal done. 'China understands and accepts our pogition. go
does Japan. You can’t succeed in'negotiations if you are
negotiating with yourself. If they get the same message, that

will be good, Otherwise, nothing will get done. (W)

President Putizn: ' Our positions coincide, The North Koreansg
huff andg puff, théy walk in ang out, but our positions are the
Same and we don‘t want any dents in it sy ‘ '

——

( .
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The Pregident: 1It’s just a matter of time. Their economy is
falling apart. (§V 3 '

' President Putin: They are putting tegether an economic reform
program, along the Chinese model .- NQ o

The President: They’ve put together ten reform programs, and
it’'s getting worse and worse. feel sorry for the people of
North Xorea. They are starving people to death. It’'s pathetic,
pathetic, extremely sad. They're isolated. NtV

President Putin: When I visited North Korea, on the way back
even the security guards said they never wanted to go there

again. E]

. The President: T bet even scme of the North Korean guards
wanted to take off with you to get to the promised land. &L

President Putin: No, they didn’t. There may be a lot of nuts
there, but not-everyone is. I used to be a member of the
Communist Party. I believed in the ideas of communism. I was
‘prepared to die for them. 1It’'s a long road to inner
transformation. People are limited to the cubicle they live in.

. And many are sincere in what they believe. The North Koreans

( live in more seclusion than we lived in. They are more isciated

than the Soviet Unien was under Stalin. The overwhelming number
are prepared to die. Thisg is not East Europe or East Germany.
For any seérious change in mindset, there needs to be
rapprochement between the North and South,

The President: That's right. (u)

President Putin: When I first visited Israel, it was quite a
revelation. I was told it’s a hostile country, and what I saw _
was totally different. It takes time. ' The people in.the North’
. need to see what is happening in the South. ' That will make a
difference. We need to engage them in negotiations in this

light. ()

The President: Agree. 1T recommend you read this boock on
Alexander II. It’'s a good book. Wno’s the author? (u)

Secretary Rice: Radzhinsky. (U)
President Putin: Yes, he’s a .good stqr?teller. ()
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The President: It’g a really good Eook. 50

( - Foreign Minister Lavrov: Just one last thing, we have g joint
‘ ' report on the new- Checklist. . {U) :

The President: We have to check off on the new Checklist?
Okay. () to ‘ ’

‘President Putin: Fine, (u)

C - End of Conversation -~

( seener
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THE WHITE HOUSE
( _ B » "WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM COF CQNVERSATION‘

SUBJECT: ' Meeting with Vladimir Putin, President of
' Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: United States
' The President o .
Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State
Stephen Hadley, Assistant to the President
‘and National Security Advisor
Peter Afanasenke, interpreter

Russia

President Putin ‘

Sergey Lavrov, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Igor Ivanov, Secretary cf the Security

Council
Interpreter
| DATE, TIME July 15, 2006, 9:30-11:30 am
AND PLACE: - . Strelna, Russia

President Putin: We were working to bring back IDF scolider held
by Hamas. We had worked out with Syria a way to get him back
without preconditions, but the Israelis wére not interested.

The Deputy Foreign Minister said, “fine but not now.” So we
concluded it was a pretext by the Israelis to establish “law and
order.” ~Same thing in Lebanon. .The Israelis asked the Russians
to work with Syria, Tran, and Hizbollah to push Hizbollah back
40 kilometers from the border. Now they have decided tc do that
by military action. The question is whether it will work out.
We don’t know if Iran is using this to distract attentiocn from
its situation., They do control Hizbollah. But we don't know.

s
The Presidént:_ The release of first solders would have calmed
the situation down, and then the militant wing of Hamas worked
with Hizbollah to seize two more prisoners, Qlmert is not
Sharon. Sharon had the political strength to ke measured.

( Classified by: V. Phillip Lago S
Reason: 1.4 (b)(d)
Declassify on: 7/20/16
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(. We’ve urged restraint on Olmert, but it has not worked,

) obviously. We believe Syria is behind this. Iran is funding
Hizbollah. We don’'t know if they funded this action. If there
is a press for a cease fire at the G-8, the United States will
be isolated. We won't press.for a cease fire now. Use the
United States as a card to get something broader [gapl. I'm
uncomfortable speaking out against the Israeli response. People
argued our response in Afghanistan and your response in Chechnya -
‘were “disproportionate.” I think this was a terror attack '
against Israel so a response i1is appropriate, although I may not
agree on all their tactics.. I can’t have one standaxd for the
United States and one for Israel. &

president Putin: The military response by Israel has not
produced a result yet, so you want to wait. 1 also think
military action is .a way to put pressure cn Syria, but those
dispossessed or radicalized by the Israeli action will be a
problem for us there and clsewhere. (W

'The President: They can't win military, I agree. We all need
to send a message to Syria. Abbas, Olment, and some elements of
Hamas were reddy to reach an'agreément, but the radical Hamas
element in Damascus doesn’t want this, and Asad cannot make up

(’ his mind which side he’s on. And Ahmadenijad wants to be the
new Nasser. [ S '

President Putin: Eaaically you are right. The issue is one of
tactics. U ‘ ' ‘

The President: Your role is key. Syria is another area where
we can work together for you to have influence in 8Syria. (Q)

President Putin: Iran says the G-8 is an anti-Iran conspiracy
led by Russia. (& : e

Thanprésident: That's good foxr U.S. and Russia. Working:
together is an important signal and may change Iranian behavior.
The issue is whether there is a rational group of people in Iran
that wants a deal. That’s what we need to find cut. T84

president Putin: In Iran, there are lots of groups outside the
goverrment that influence it and we have few contacts with them.
1 have seen Ahmadinejad. He acts confident, but he’s not so
aggressive when he talks. He's not smiling; there are circles
under his eyes. He's showing the pressure. BHe tells Rugsia if
russia does not support them, the Unites Stateg will replace

( | Russian influence and Europeans will seize the contracts. We

~SOMPERENT A
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have told them to have good relations with U.8. and Eurdpe even
if it’'s at Russian expense. They did not expect this.. They are.

- playing games - not to stop that. We.need to get them to take

decision. We don’'t believe Iran has decided. We need a
strategy toe force them to take the right decision. Joint work,
‘especially in the U.N. Security Council is important. (%

The President: Your proposal on civil nuclear power still might
be the way out — fuel supplied and collected after spent. That
solves everyone's problem. The way to get them is to show them
all of us are working together (T~

‘president Putin: The centexr for enrichment and reprocessing was
suggested just fer Iran but should be offered glecbally, to all
threshold countries, so the Iranians don't feel singled out.

We need an international center. for enrichment and then
reprocess spent fuel. The EU seemed to support. (&

The President: Good idea. I'l1 support it. ﬁ&l

President Putin: We should get G-8 to agreé and then announce
that at press conference. We tried to have a lObbYlSt but they
said State Department discouraged them. (

The President: That’s not true. ‘You can hire anyone you want,
but that’s not your problem - which is groups did not want me to
come to G-8 and want me to denounce you on democracy. Americans
aren’t sure of you. So to the extent you can talk about
democracy and explain your decisions, it would help. It’s not
hostility to Russia, but concerns and guestions. ™=

. President Putin: I have a different perspective. We have a

clear vision of how to develop our country. There is an
historiec possibility for the West to have Russia as a partner
over the long term and we want that but we won’t allow others to
dictate or teach us on domestic affairs or try to cut us off
from China and other countries. It is a unique opportunity.
It’s hard to predict what comes next. We want to move in this
direction. TS.

'The President: Last nlght you talked about the need to develop

a registry for prlvately owned land, property. "That's an

- interesting idea and you should hire somecne in Washington to .

‘explain it. No one will try to dictate your decisions but once
you make decisions, you need to eéxplain them. .This shows the
differences and challenges you face. Hire someone to get your

~ story out. &

DT
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<j President Putin: We are doing that. The laws we are adopting
new really are 1qn1flcanL market-based labor laws, laws on
private property. LNQ

The President: And the law on bureaucrats. Pecple need to
know. We want you to succeed. Yesterday I talked to Gaydar's
daughter. Her concern was whether rhere wlll be a real
polltmval opposition. TS}

President Putin: On Iran, the. key thlng is common 9051t10n
Iran is looking for distance between us. - On. North Korea, China
is mad at the North, Koreans. sy

The President: Part of the problem is that China does not want
Japan to get credlt for any resclution. . &L

Pregsident Putin: If we leave them alone, Kim Jong Il acts to
try to get our attention. We have the third largest reserves
egual with Germany, but we need to diversify our economy. while
- COCCOM is over, there are still export control restrictions. We
have no desire to.give technology to your cpponents. Your
opponents can become our opponents. Our military reviews every

(’ transaction. (TN

The President: Cur restriction apply to everyone, even the U.K.
Blair has also raised it with me. ¢& .

President Putin: We also have concerns about Iran, for example.

=

Secretary Rice: On North Korea, we want Chapter VII, but China
thinks this give us a pretext to use force. This is not our
intent. So we are thinking about us1ng an article of Chapter
VII that makes this clear, but it's important to us and the
‘JapanQQJc that it be. Chapter VII. S

The President: If Ru351a takes the lead, then it won't be a
Japanese success. (W '

Minister Lavrov: We are following the Chinese. {T%

The President: Don’'t hide behind the Chinese, lead the Chinese.

=

President Putin: I understand the experts failed to agree on -
( protocol for WIO accession. . This means we will reconsider a

LPIPENTTAL
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( number of things we were doing unilaterally in anticipation of a
' bilateral agreement. We gave you 70% of our import market on
assuming beef negotiations would succeed. -In the wake of
; failure, we will reconsider. (=

National Security Advisor Hadley: We have made progress. We
have a plan going forward that will result in a signing in
October. We don’t want to lose all the progress we have made.

=)

The President: We are ready to go back to this once the déal is
complete and‘sigﬁed. TEQ

Pregident Putin: But now your ﬁarmers have everythlng they
want, and they have no intentions to negotlate ™

The President: What about Georgia? ‘SaakashVili? -NQ

President Putin: He’s another Akmadinejad. He opened an
occupation museum. That’'s ridiculous. After Stalin, Georgia
cccupied Russia. The North and South Ossetians are one peoplef
The internal border was administrative only. It was easier to
supply South Ossetia from Tbilisi. When the Soviet Unicn broke
up, South Ossetia wanted to join Russia. That was ridiculous.
( ~ Just like it was crazy that $5 percent ethnic Russian Crimea

went to Ukraine. That said, to avoid a Yugoslavia outcome, we
.accepted the administrative borders as international borders.
The solution ig for the Georgians to treat the South Ossetians
ag eqguals. We were pushing the Scuth Ossetia and Abkhazia
toward Tbilisi under Shevardnadze. I never met with their
leaderg. Then Shevardnadze started allowing the Chechens nearer
our border in Abkhazia. So we started to support the Abkhaz,

. and they moved away from Thilisi. And that affected South

' Ossetia. QGeorgia says it wants to be a NATO member, For ‘
Russians, . that would be a hostile act. The order should be to
improve NATO/Russian relations first and then let the neighbors
into, NATO.. I told Saakashvili that I can only help him on South
Ossetia and urge the Ossetians to move close to Georgia if I can
say Russia and Georgia are strategic partners. So Rugsia will
still be able to help you through its relationship with Georgia..
But instead, Saakashvili continues [to attack] Russia and says
he'll join NATO. Alsc, the North Cssetians would be unhappy and
support [gap] Think again. (™

The President: Not éveryone'in NATO wants Georgia in. I teld
Saakashvili he could not rely or my friendship if he provokes
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( . you. Saakashvili wanted me to raise the crossing with Georgia
- you've closed. MY '

President Putin: That crossing point was used to supply Basayev
from Georgia. That was abetted by a customs official trained in
the United Stateg under the Train and Equip program.. Our
security services believe the United States is behind this
support to terror but I tell them it is nonsense. ()

The President: Have Ivanov tell Hadlexkfhe name and I'11 check
it out, but we don't support terror. (N}

President Putin: I know you don’t. The solution is to put
detection eguipment at the crossing so we can reopen.
Saakashvili will net want the Rokki tunnel {contrelled by
Russial to be the only crossing between Russia and Georgia. g0y

== Brd oL Corveygarion - .
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President Putin: We deserve lunch. (1)
(‘ . The Pregident : It was a good press conference. I was surprised
- they didn't drill in on the Middle East. The American press

asks about it ‘:all the time. (u)

Pregident Putin: The Russians and. the Americans asked one and
the same question about Iran. (U}

The President: When do the other leaders arrive? (U)

President Putin: Starting in an hour. We will have a good
evening tonight. (U} : '

" The President: I bet we will. What do we have to discuss?
() : ‘ ‘ ‘

(gap}

The President: Vladimir, would it be helpful if Susan explained
where we are on the WI0? (U) ;

Pregident Putin: Yes, but it will prevent them from eating,
but then they weren't working either. (U) '

(‘ The Pregident: They were working hard. {(U}

. Pregident Putin: You can't force women to work too hard. (U}

- Ambagsador Schwab: . There were tough negotiations. We made a
lot of progress, and we are ¢lose to being done. Three tough
issues remain: financial services, intellectual property
rights, and sanitary and phytosanitary issues for market access
of agricultural goods. We are done on two of the three other
than minor details. We are 85-90 percent done with the _
agreement. The only reason nothing is ready to sign today is
that the Russian Federation wants a three-month agricultural
inspection related to beef and pork. We respect your decision
to do the inspections. When they are done in October, I am

. confident we will resolve all the remaining issues and be done.

= .

Pregident Putin: The most impdrtant thing is that we don't
raipe new issues. (&) -
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'Ambassador'ScHwab' We wbuld like to lock in everything; freeze
decisions on which we agree, and work on what is left. There
(' should be no going backwards, no new issues. [

Pregident Putin: There is another opinion in our government.

We can't comply with unilateral obligations, including quotas on
‘meat. I would like to let Gref discuss this matter. He is.
attacked inr our country more than you are. UT&

The President: Wait until we publish our agreemeﬁt Trade
agreements are tough. Merkel wanted me to visit a village, and
this farmer comea up to me and saya "Leave us alone in the

w0, " =

Pre51dent Putin: Some in our country say the same thing. (U)

N

The President: It’‘s hard to reach agreement. It scares some
- people. 1 was in South Korea, and some don't want a bilateral
agreement with us. (§) | '

Pregident Putin: The same is true here. (U)

The President: Agriculture is always the last issue to be
regsolved. It's the toughest. (U)

(’ Minister Gref: I hope we can agree to a protecol at the end of
October. Mr. President, speaking honestly, I had thought
earlier that Americans were pragmatlc people. sl

President Putin- As the host, I forbid attacks on the
United States here. (U)

" The Pregident: It's OK, Gref.. You can fire away. (U}

Minigter Gref: The issues over which we can't agree, the import
of U;s. beef and pork into Russia, is a matter of $10 million.
It's small. It's like our insisting on having low tariffs on
bananas because we want to supply kananas to Africa. The issues
we have agreed on are matters of billions of dollars. We have
agreed to a significant liberalization of the Russian market,
broader access for U.S. goods. From the strategic standpoint,

it is 1mportant for both countries that Russia join the WIO.

™

The Presgident: I agree. (U)
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. Minister Gref: ' I hope we reach agreement in October. We can't.
( continue to deceive public opinicn. (&) :

President Putin: ©h, yes we can. (U}

The President: I haven't been paylng cloge attentlon te the
issue of 1nepect10ns sy

President Putin: I'll answer. Accordlng to our rules, we need
to ingpect every carcags if the meat is to be used for retail.
You send your meat here for wholesale reproce331ng .\

Ambagsador Schwab: We sell nothing to the retail market, only
to wholesale. But we would like to sell to both. Rﬁ.

President Putin: Your vets say that if it is deeply frozen, i€,
'will kill all infecticus organisms. Our vets don't agree. Thls
issue concerns the safety of our people. Our specialists want
to verlfy that your process kills infectious organlsms s

. P

The President. ‘Thls sounds like Japan. {u)

President Putin: I am like a Japanese} I practlce judo. (U)A

The Pregident: We have the same question with Japan ()

Pregident Putin: We are ready to compromlse. The meat that is
boneless can be used for retail, but not that on the bone. We
want to initial the agreement now and have- it come into affect
after the inspections. But you don't like that option. You
want to wait until after the inspections to do anything, 1If .
that’'s the way it has to be, it's not a tragedy. (&)

The President: We could 1n1txal everythlng that we have
agreement on. (U) ‘

Minister Gref: I tried to peréuaae Susan to do that : (U)~

Ambassador Schwab:- We would be happy to initial everythlng ‘that
is already agreed. That's a good idea. (N

President Putin: We agree to your approach After the. _
inspection procedure, your offer will come into effect. - If the
inspections are not finished, we won't sign. N

‘The President: We have agreement on 90 percent. Let's sign the
90 percent, and work on the remaining 10 percent., [V

[ commonms
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President Putin: I agree. .We can't initial the other 10

percent, if it's not agreed on. We want to do the inspections,
but let's announce the negotiations are concluded. (W)

The President: ‘Whatever works. (U)

Ambassador Schwab: We should initial everything that is
agreed. We should initial a work plan on the handful of issues
left. We expect them to be resolved -- they are resolvable --
when the insgpections are done. ) :

President Putin:_ German? = (U)

Minigter Gref: The best guarantee is a signature. We can

initial everything at the end of July. - ™

" President Putin: Why can't we'initial? {U)

Ambassador Schwab: We can initial anything that is agreed.
As scon as we reach agreement on other things, we could initial
them. (&

-

President Putin: But we have agreement on all questions, except

for inspections.. &

‘Ambassadbr Schwab: We have a handful of issues left. We should

be able to work them cut without much trouble. We came close
last night. & ' '

The President: She said we need two months. (&

President Putin: The issue isn't only meat. Meat is the
toughest. . There are some others left.

Ambagsador Schwab: Terms for aircraft leasing, for example.

The President: I don't want to negotlate here I hopé she ism
not being too easy. (W) ‘ :

Ambassador Schwab: German is very tough. He has worn out three
negotiators. (8) ' :

President Putin: That's the'problem. All your negotiatora
start from the beginning. (8 ; '
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‘The Pregident: Actually, they do other jobs. N

( President Putin: We would like to finish. We are fulFilling
‘unilateral obligations. We worry there is not going to be an
agreement. You prefer to take in Ukraine. The issue isn't
substance, but the political environment. (&)

The President: I hope that is not the case, but I can see why
you think that way. Susan is trying to ensure that the
agreement can get through the Congress. (&)

Ambasgador Schwab: There is alsqlbenefit'to Russia. Some of
the text we are working on we will take to the WIO to accelerate
the multi-party agreement. [&

(gap}

The President: Thanks. (U)

¢ , - End of Conversation --
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The President: I told Vladimir I'm looking forward to hav1ng
him to my family’'s place in Maine. He said, “I'm afraid you’re
going to strangle me.” . But he* 8 the judo expert, not me. (U)

President Putin: I think the situation there.will be-disarming;
It’s hard to fight when you're in a warm family. environment.

)
(

The President: Particularly with my - mother watching. (U)
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( President Putin: For me, it's a source of great pride. (U)

The President: Let’s start with North Korea -- you raised the
‘issue over lunch. Your concerns, I think we've addressed them
with your bank receiving the money. It's a technicality. ANy

President Putin: My concern is simple. Americans are tricky
pecple,  and we are just simple people. You have legislation,
the Patriot Act, which prohibits entering into financial
relaticnships with North Korea.. We have apprehensions even if
we send letters asking for this to the State Department, if our
financial institution allocates money to North Korea, they will
fall under sanctions.

The President: I understand -- it‘s a legitimate concern. (U)

Fresident Putin: Becauge all the 1étters from the State
Department are at lower levels than the Act. We’re ready to
help, but we want to clear up this matter. D&

National Security Adviscr Hadley: I've been talking to
Secretary Rice and Secretary Paulson at the direction of the

: President. You will get a letter of’ assurance from the Treasury

‘(' . and Justice Departments, on behdlf of the United States

~ Government. Tt will make clear there will be no sanctions for
any violation of U.S. law, and it specifically mentions the
Patriot Act. 1It‘s being worked with lawyers representing the
Ru851an bank, and we think it will give you -the assurances you
need. (& - : '

President Putin: I should first of all look at how to bypass
sections of the Act which makes the letters lower than the Act.
It’s not a matter of government -- imagine the legal case,
‘especially in the civil area. Our banks working on the
terrcrist act in the United States encounter problems with civil
cages and they forget about all assurances you glve and take up
a case agalnst us.

National Security Advisor Hadley: We’ll take a look at it. I'm
not sure who’s in a position to bring a civil suit. We think we
have a broad assurance that applies. to all party of the
government, including the Justice Department. (§)

President Putin: You should clearly understand we are ready
‘ The only thing we need to find is the legal formula to protect
( our bank in the future. (W

SECREF
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The President: Thank you. We fully understand. This has to

_ (’ work for the North Korean deal; if not, we’ll find a. South
Korean bank. I think we can get it done. 1I‘'d assume if your
lawyers representing the bank are happy -- that should get it
done. %) |

President Putin: I think we now need to talk a bit about the
missile defense prcblem. We need to say something afterwards,
and I agree we need to find something positive to say. I won't
start from scratch, but I need to explain our position. I have
already said by the conviction of our military experts the
deployment of missile defense in Europe is aimed at constraining
the military potential of Russia. When you withdrew from the
ABM Treaty (Anti-Ballistic Missile), I told you that in that case
we would have to do something to develop our own system. We
didn't have the money to do this, but we built enough missiles
to overcome your system. You told us we weren't enemies; we
accept that. To preserve the balance, we have taken steps to .

- preserve our position. & '

- What your experts are proposing now -- to place missile defense
at our borders -- is aimed at nothing but the nuclear potential
of Ru581a since there are no other objectlves, and there 'won't

’ . be any in the near future. That undermines the security of the
( Russian Federation. That is an objective fact. The information
system will add up to a global missile system of the United
States. Our experts believe that on this, a lot of interceptors
can be added in different regions -- in land, on ships, in the

air. M

In the coming years, we don't see any threats from Iran. The
missiles you're trying to defend yourself from are now non-
existent in Iran. Now ‘they have misgiles with maybe a range of
1,300 kilometers {(km); in 2015, maybeé they'll have 2,000 km.

. For them'to threaten Europe, they need a range of 4,500-5,000
km. Let’'s assume they're evil. Indeed, they are tricky, and we
don’'t know their plans, and we need to think about the future
beyond 2015. To have a common idea of the missile threat, to
understand how missile defense technology will develop, and to
develop the means of defense together, we need to engage other
countries. Of course in separate segments, we need to involve
Europe, and we listened to Secretary Gates about China. This
cooperation should be extensive between us, but cooperation that
means we would train those who would launch the U.S. missile
defense system is not realistic. (&
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‘ We don’t see the necessity to act as you do, but we share vour

( concerns. We have a specific proposal about the first stages.
You know-about our radar 'station in Azerbaijan called Gabala.
It is active, and it is aimed at those countries from whereée in
your point of view the threat to the United States and Europe is
emanating. We're ready to consider the possibility of giving
you infermation from this radar station. And not just transfers
in a year’'s time, but to do it automatically and each time. Our
_experts will decide how to do it. If this is accepted by the
American team, the third site in Europe will be absolutely
unnecessary. And if the Iranian missile threat ever becomes
tangikble, vyou can deploy your ships with Aegis to deploy to this
region. (W

Look here (shows the President a map) -- it fully covers the
region you’re interésted in. If you draw in the Aegis system,
‘then unlike the plan you are suggesting, this system will work
more efficiently since it will destroy missiles at the bocster
. stage. That means debris of the missiles won‘t fall on European
states. In this case, the system will cover not part of the
European continent but all ‘of it, and the debris will fall here
tc the ocean and miss Europe. This means that in this case, we:
_ will carry out our commitment not to aim missiles. We agree
( about that, and we are honoring our commitments. {8 -

We are concerned with two other issues that we believe are
threats to strategic stability. First, the development of
antiballistic missiles in outer space. If this is developed
against Iranian missiles, this suggestlon excludes the need to
place any systems in outer space because I reiterate, they will
destroy missiles at the boost phase. You don't need to wait for
missiles to reach outer space. S ‘

The other issue is not directly linked to m15511e defense but
greatly affects tHe entine system of international security.

The development of an ABM system makes the time lag very small
for taking decisions. If the United States were to equip
strategic missiles with non-nuclear power, it would be important
for us to say from where it’'s launched and whether it’s nuclear
‘or not, and we'll have only a couple of minutes to decide. ‘
Secretéry Lavrov talked about this with Rumsfeld and he agreed.

s
‘We realize what purpose is needed -- to fight terrorists hiding

o in the caves or mountains. We understand all this and know it’s .
not aimed at us. But we think it will increase the risk of -

(‘ unintended actions. Before doing this, we need to discuss and

BBECRET™
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agree among ourselves. If we agreé on everything, we’'ll not
(1 only comply with our statement on non-targeting, we will not
' place missile capabilities’ in Kaliningrad and along our border.

=

We would like to draw to your attention that we have honored all
of our commitments to conventional arms in Burope. We have
withdrawn all of them from Europe. In Georgia, we have honored
all of our commitments, but in response we see you are enhancing
your bases. It’s hard for us teo explain this to our public.
Everyone has an idea about ‘the mounting threat. But we’ll talk
about that later because I have more revolutionary proposals to
make. Just to finalize with missile defense, to be frank, we
would not like to see that under the cover of consultations with
the United States, the United States begins preparations to
deploy a system in Europe. We know the realities. Let’s assume
'Iran will develop missiles we fear. How will they appear? They
need to be developed and tested. Once they carry out the first
test, we’d realize that. From the first test to full operation.
of the missiles, 4 tc 5 years would elapse. .If we do not agree,
but I doubt that, then what to do? You can easily put missile
defense wherever you want. There will be enough time. There

‘would be 4 to 5 years before a system is fully operatlonal You

(' can deploy any system in that time. (&
The President: Thank you. I must confess I didn’t realize the
harshness of your reaction to the system. That’s my fault. To
be perfectly honest, it caught ‘me by surprise. I'm not
surprised that you react firmly, since you're a firm leader. I
am surprised that you view this as a direct threat, and I take
you at your word. It’s from your heart,. and I take it '
seriously. It’s an interesting idea, the only problem is I'm
not technically able to accept it. My question is, does it make
sense to put everything on the table and have the relevant
experts lock at everything? For example, is the radar in
Azerbaijan the right one? It would assure the people of the.
United States and Russia who are not wanting us to create '

- conflict. And we should literally share technolegy and ideas
about technolegy. For example, our Regis may eventually be able
to shoot down a launch, but it’s not technically capable to now,
and we ought to share that with you. And we may never be able
to develop that technology. I think it’s in your interest to
know where we are, and I'm willing to share it with you. I'
-don’t view you as the enemy. .  Maybe one idea is to go out and ‘
say we've shared ideas, and will put together a strategic group

‘ to examine them. 1It’s a very interesting idea, but I can't
( accept it now because I don’t understand it. .{&
‘ 5
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I was asked yesterday about Russian targeting of European
cities, and I said I can't imagine a circumstance in which
Russia would shoot them -- it’s not in your nature., We're not
at war with Russia. We’re friends. Maybe I'm naive, but you
‘have me for another 18 months. The cther thing, this system
will take a while to develop. We’re at the initial stages only.
‘This 1s the kind of thing we. should share with you. &)

President Putin: George,‘of course we don’t want to target
anyone in the United States and Europe. We want to be friends
and develop normal economic and polltlcal relations. We'd like
to come closer together with. the United States and Europe. But
1f you'd like to push us to target: Europe, Elild 14 the-Bight

- path to follow. It is already creating ten51on You say you’'re

not an expert on mllltary things; I’m not an expert either. My
- generals and experts on military things came to me and said, “As
soon as our American friends implement this, they’ll have the
illusion they devalue our nuclear potential.” This breaks the
belt on which the world is hinged. It has no pexsonal aspect.
Cnce you create such a threat, you’re sure you don’t want it.

You should hear our concerns, to see 1£ we can protect ourselves
in a different way. TS

The President: Do you mind having a,étrategic dialogue with our

generals so they can discuss and resolve differences? Maybe we
can say that you expressed concerns, made ‘a proposal; maybe we
can get our generals together. I can say we respect you, and we
can resolve tensions. When we argue it makes people nervous
There' s no reason for that sy

'President Putin: I agree. (u

The President: Do you mind going outside and saying this to the
~world press? (U)

President Putin: Okay. We can talk about other issues in
Maine. (U} ‘

-- End of Conversation -~
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SUBJECT: Breakfast Meeting with President Vladimir
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‘ The President
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Russian Federation
Vladimir Putin, President
Anton Uspenskiy, Interpreter

DATE, TIME July 2, 2007, 8:15 - 9:00 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: : Kennebunkport, ME

President Putin: Eighteen cascades and 3,000 centrifuges in

(/ Iran by the end of the year..enough to produce one bomb’s-worth
per year. Withholding fuel doesn’'t further delay their program.
I'm considering providing the fuel for Bushehr because it gives

me some degree of control. (%
The President: Interesting. We’ll think about it./ P
L AN

President Putin: L Ne— . ‘ FOIA(L)(1) STATE, N&C
The Pregident: I I tried on _

"Jackson-Vanik.

President Putin: If we get into WTO this year, we’ll be quiet
on Doha. But if we can’'t get into WTO, Doha will be a big
problem. The Europeans subsidize more than we do. We're now
allowing in meat over the quota. If we don’t get it resolved,
domestic pressures will force us back down to quota level. It
would be a problem. Chavez does not know the oil business.

He’s a populist, proud, and if shown.respect, might respend

positively. Chavez is the Kaczynski twins to Russia. IS
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‘ ' Russia
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Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State
Steve Hadley, Assistant tc the President for
National Security Affairs
Nikolay Sorokin, Interpreter

Russian Fedération

Vladimir Putin, President

Sergey Lavrov, Foreign Minister

Sergey Prikhodko, Presidential Foreign.
Policy Adviser |

Anton Uspenskiy, Interpreter

DATE, TIME . July 2, 2007, 10:45 a.m. - 12:40 p.m. EST,
AND PLACE: *  Kennebunkport, ME

The President: lBecause the Iranians mlght know how to enrlch
why not start shlpplng fuel to Bushehr¢ (84

President Putin: We were‘supposed-to deliswer fuel dn 2008, but
have not delivered it in violation of our contract. We used
protests to delay delivery, and we did not want the Iranians to
have quantities of low enriched uranium  (LEU). By year-end,
Iran will have 18 cascades and 3000 centrifuges, and will be
able to begin the enrichment process. Iran could produce enough
fissile material for one warhead by the end of 2008. We &gree
we need to delay ‘shipping fuel for the next 6 months or so, but
any further delay would be useless - Rod deliveries would,
however, give us leverage over them. There’s no reason to open
up rods to take out LEU. They’d be shipped from Russia under
IAEA seal and operated under IAEA observation in the reactor.
I1f the Iranians tried to open up the rods, they would forfeit
Ehedz support within the international community and Muslim -
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world, and they have no need once they can enrich. We could
( build in other proliferation protections, such as if the
' Iranians break relations with the IAEA, the rods come back to

Russia. We also need a means to monitor the independence of the -
TAEA. (%) '

.The President: The problem is suggesting to Iran that cheating
is okay, that they pay no penalty, and it sends a bad signal to
other proliferators.as well. The next 6 months give us time to

pressure them. They also may not be as far along as we expect.
So let’s aveid a bad signal. &)

President Putin: I agree. We have no intention to link. And

Russia is willing- to participate in the development of a new
UNSCR with more stringent measures.|{

(, | _ . fI:PSQ : ' %gﬂA&»U)STATE)NSC

Secretary of State Rice: /& A

B _ Js B - \

. President Putin: f—

National Security Adviser Hadley: We need to get our “123”
Agreement through Congress -- and this could hurt that. TSQ

'

Secretary of State Rice: Kill it. (89

President Putin: - I understand. We would take that into

.account.l

j =
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N The President: Thank you for sharing that with us. The .
<‘ Iranians could elect a different set of leaders, with whom we
could have a relationship. W) ‘

President Putin:f ,Féﬁ%&ﬁ)STATE
] lWEat do we do on missile defense? TSy

The President: We have a way forward. Your experts think this.
is part of a broader, sinister plot.  We have to open up to you
and explore whether the Azeri radar site makes sense. Our
effort is only to counter a single missile -- and we’d like a
chance to convince your experts of that. If my experts are
fooling me, then I need to know that too. NQ

President Putin: Your experts will not be able to convince ours
that this is not aimed at our deterrent. But here’s how we see
it. Missile defense allows the United States to defend its
territory and maintain U.S. leadership in Europe. This may not
be bad for Russia. I don’'t know. Missile defense gives you a
political and economic umbrella and leverage over Europe. If
the system threatens Russia, we will respond with something. ' It
won’'t necessarily be costly, and it won't necessarily damage our
relations. You should ensure your leadership,'but without

(. antagonizing others. Let us join with you to address this issue

not just bilaterally, but in the NATO context. We agreed on a
launch information center in Moscow, but never did it. Let’s do
it. BAnd let’s establish a second center in Brussels. Link it
in, and show how our radar can monitor the situation in Iran, as
it did during the Iran-Iraq War. We're alsc willing to upgrade
the Azeri radar, and we’re also building a new launch monitoring
- center in Armavir in southern Russia. But if you pursue

deployments in Poland and space, it would make this impossible.

The President: It would be hard for us to abandon the Czech and
Polish deployments, but having a broader, regional shield would
be a good thing. Our system would be overwhelmed by two to

three missiles launches at the same time. But our experts have
to convince you of that. I like the idea of doing it as part of
a regional system. IS} ' ' :

President Putin: I agree. And if we could codperate in this
area, this would put U.S.-Russian cooperation at the level of
allies, for cooperation in the security sphere has that effect.

(8
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The President: I agree with this. U. S.-Russian relations will
( - be critical in the future. The challenge is for the

United States and Russia to work through these issues. 1 know

there's a lot of suspicion of the United States in your country.

One of the thlngv we are trying to do between the two of us is

to remove those suspicions. #&)

" President Putin: I'm not talking abqut,sométhing tactical, but
strategic -- something that looks into the future. There are no
anti-U.S. elements in the Government. In the Duma, yes. 1In the
Government, some people get annoyed, but they are not anti-
American. (S ' ' '

The President: We need to talk about Kosovo. I think.we can’'t,
go back -- it has to be independence. We don’t need to resolve
it here, but we need to discuss it, &

President Putin: I agree. We have discussed it, and we will
ask our ministers.to pursue it. I’ve met with both Tadic and
Kostunica, and I did not find any differences, even in nuance.

=

The President: . I understand Saakashvili has been more
reasonable. = Sy :

President Putin:. Yes, he is mov1ng in the right direction, but
there is still violence. We are exchanging signals that we want
relations to. improve cn both sides. I do not want to dismiss
prcbhlems ‘with CFE. If the Baltic states weren’'t part of the
USSR, then they should ratify the Adapted Treaty. You’'ve talked

. about the Istanbul Commitments, but they dren't in the Treaty.
There’s nothing on paper, there was nevér any signature to that,
which is another problem. We will implement the Istanbul
Commitments, but as a separate matter. We have implemented each
one -- we've withdrawn bases from Georgla, and agreed to

‘withdraw the other two; we’ ve implemented the commltments in
Transnistria, either evacuating or destroying heavy weapons .

- Rusdia has implemented CFE completely. I ¢an show you the
facts. I agree that our Ministry of Defense should not have
denied requests for inspections; we will comply with the treaty
and give 150 days advance warning before suspending it. And if
partners do not implement their obligations, we will suspend it
indefinitely. We have met our obligations. If partners aren’t
interested in meeting theirs, we will not be bound. (§)

-~ End of Conversation -
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION -

SUBJECT; : Meeting with President Vladimir Putin of -
‘ Russia
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The President _ ; ,

Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State

Susan- Schwab, United*States Trade
Representative

Jim Jeffrey, Assistant to the Pr881dent and
Deputy National Securlty Advisor

Daniel Price,; Deputy Assistant to the
President and Deputy National Securlty
Advisor for Economic Affairs ;

Dana Perino, Press Secretary.

- Nikolay Sorokin, Interpreter

(i ¥ o -~ Russian Federation
' President Vladimir Putin
Sergey Lavrov, Forelgn Mlnlster
Sergey Prikhodko, Foreign Policy Advisor
German Gref, Economi¢ and Trade Minister
Igor Nevorov, Note taker
':AnLon Uapenskly, Interpreter

DATE, TIME = September 8, 2007, 3:50 - 4:50 p.m. EDT
AND PLACE: - . Sydney, Australia I s :

President Putin: Iran does not need enrichment as they will
receive nuclear fuel as part of the Bushehr project. We do not
understand why the Iranians need. 3 000 centrlfuges in operation
by the end of the year. »

The President: Thls is. exactly why the Unlted States supports
the Russxan Bushehr initiative. OQ
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_President Putin: iran must suspend its enrichment act1v1t1es
( in return for negotJaLlons (™%
" The President: What is your aeseSSment of - the situation in
Georgia? What were the recent explosions all about? . Have you
been in contact with President Saakashvili? ()

President Putin: There are lots of terrcrists in Georgla A
few days ago, some terrorists connected to extremlsts in the
Republic’ of Karachay-Cherkessia tried to infiltrate Russian
territory from Géorgia. We eliminated them at .the border. (&

The President: ‘How_is your relationship with President
Saakashvili? (&) ‘ ' '

,Pfesident Putin: We talk. I invited him to Sochi but he
refused my offer.” (8§ o '

The Presidént: I do not want Saakashvili to overleaet As for .
terroriSm, you cannot negotiate with' terrorists. We have been
- cooperating with President Musharraf of Pakistan to push
terrorists into Afghanlstan where we can deal with them more
efﬁectlvely TS :

PTeSldEHT Putln T warned former President Cllnton of the
dangers of Afghanlstan back in 1999. We are pleased with US-
Russian intelligence sharing and appréciate the counterterrorism
intelligence passed to us, 'even on. attacks in Moscow. ‘What's
going on with the U:S. sub-prime finaneial market? (&)

The President: Well, cur mortgage 1ndustry is 901ng through a»
- period of- adjustment Banks have had to deal with 1ncrea31ng
foreclosures because of speculative lending. However, we are
working to strengthen mortgage lending standards and bank
disclosures. '

President Putin: Russia is fairly exposed to the sub-prime
turbulence. Half of our 400 billion dollars 'in foreign exchange
reserves is in U S. paper,. much of 1t linked to mortgages. [

.The President: The fundamentalo of our economy are still
qtrong, economic growth is healthy, job growth is. up, and wages
are rising.: ™ :

Président Putin: We have tried to help-you by not pulling funds
( : out of the U.S. market. We don’'t want to rock the boat and are
‘trying to contribute to your market stability. (&
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'( . The President: You are in an ironic situation. I remember my
first meeting with you when one of your most serious problems
~was the overhang of Soviet-era debt. Now you are running a
‘trade surplus. ﬂQ ' -

President Putin: The Russlian economy is doing very well. We
have achieved 7 percent annualized GDP growth, an exchange
‘surplus, and we have almost 70 billion dollars of Foreign Direct
Investment in this yéar alone. [N

"The President: What about reforms in the pension and healthcare
systems? (Y] :

President Putin: We have established several programs to
provide guality healthcaré and have started a pilot program to
raise the birth rate. We have also proposed a new investment
project involving Sakhalin II. EXIM Bank supports our proposal
but the State Department is raising objections. I don’t
‘understand why there are objections since our aim is to sell LNG
gas to the United States, which would be a step advantageous. to
both partles (&, ! ‘ ‘ ‘

( The President: We will look into this. On Missile Defense, we
will be sending a team to the Qabala Russian radar site in
Azerbaijan later this month. Our people will be open minded on
the visit. I think this is a strategic opportunity and we need
to seize it. &) - =7 = 0 -

President Putin: I agree with you. If our own mllltary people:
‘cannot agree, it 1s a mlssed opportunity. s B

The President: How are preparations for the Duma and
presidential elections? Do you have any predictions? (&)

President Putin: FElections to the State Duma will be held in
~early. December and the presidential election 'in mid-March. I
think that United Russia will probably win 35-38 percent of the
vote and about 4-5 parties will win entry into the Duma. I am
also th;nklng about telling political parties to eliminate big
business from their party lists. European democracy is in a
crisis of parliamentary systems because of the influence of big
business on party pOllthS Businessmen have to choose: either
politics or business, you cannot do both. Although, I turn a
blind eye to Chubays. As for the pr851dent1a1 race, there will
( o be five serious candidates. W)
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The President: . I suppose ydu also want to talk about WTO.

( MAmbassador Schwab has outlined the steps you need to Lake to get
‘ things dene. Do you support your guy Gref? TS

President -Putin: Yes, I support him. {U)

The President: Good. Then you should know there are things you
need to do. to get the WTO accession completed. I hope you will
support what we are trying to do.with the APEC climate
statement. sy

President Putin: We will support you on climate change if you
~ Bupport us on WTO.' By the way, I do not plan to attend the UNGA
session this year. (& ‘ ‘ «

, = End of Conversation -
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DATE, TIME April 6, 2008, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
' AND PLACE: - State Residence of the President of Russia
H Bocharov Ruchey, Round Room, Sochi Russia

President Putin: Once again I'd like to welcome you all here.
We have been preparing for this meeting and your visit not only
for a long time but quite intensively. And this work has been
based on proposals from Condi on a strategic framework for our
relations. I believe this is a good idea. Of course, certain
differences exist between us. We know about them, but it’s
important to cement the positive achievements. This is the way
to go. (W - ' '
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( Back in 2002 we signed the Moscow Declaration, and if today we
are able to submit a document for agreement, .that ig the right
way to go. The document we're working on today sums up the
positive achievements of the last few years. At the same time,
the agreement reflects our disagreements but does 80.1in an open
and transparent manner and reaffirms our willingness to work out
these differences. (W ,

It is natural that one of the most difficult issues is missile
defense. There hasn’t been any major progress here, however I
do take note that our7American partners are frankly and openly
locking at our concerns. We realize the most important thing is
to ensure transparency and ongoling monitoring of sites in the
Czech Republic and Poland. When Condi and Secretary Gates were
in Moscow I told them it’s very important for uge to see what’s
going on in those sites every day and every moment. I've told
that to the Czechs and Poles as well. It's not about any
infringement on their sovereignty. . It's natural that we see
what’s going on and whether it’'s targeted against us. It’s that
simple. The military shares this view, ‘even the U.S. military.
I won't go into details; let the experts.go into that. The
~ . fundamental issue here is whether our experts have full accesgs
(T Lo the sites or are just stationed at the embassy and need
permission to vigit the sites from time to time. And what is
also critically important is for our experts on both sides to
expand exchanges and deepen their cooperation. I think we
. should not give up on this 'idea, especially since there’'s _
interest about this by the U.S. military. At the same time, ‘we
.understand that elements of the third site have rnot just a '
‘regional but a global dimension. &) ' I

A couple of words on START; there is a section on START. We
discussed this with our U.S. colleagues in detail, and T believe’
there should be a certain understanding of our concerns. It is
Cclear that withdrawing from any kind of controls on nuclear
warheads is a dangerous thing to do. (¥)

The President: We need to work on that. I’'m concerned about
transparency on what looks like a nuclear launch and everyone
panics. We need to work this out. Let me just say I understand-
your concerns. [\SI ‘

President Putin: I think this has advanced with us, but with
the Chinese we have no such agreement. They refuse to agree on
more notification of launches. (§)

TN
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( The President: Yes, they‘ll be dangerous in a few years. (&)

President Putin: Mr. Lavrov is working on this with them but
there is no document yet. But it should be clear that in our
"relations with the U.S. the issue is quite clear too. A missile
_launch from a submarine in Northern Europe will only take six
minutes to reach Mosceow. (W&

The Président: I understand. (U)

' Président Putin: And we have established a set of response
measures -- there's nothing good about  it. Within a few minutes
cur entire nuclear response capability will be in the sgky. hﬂ_

The President} I know, {U)

President Putin: And if we talk about launches from areas of
other oceans, we have to calculate the trajectory of the
missiles. It's a very complex thing. I realize there may be no
other opportunity to destroy Bin gaden in Tora Bora, but we need
to find a solution. (8

' The President: Some think it’s an important tool, but I _
(1 understand your concerns about sending the wrong messages. I
don’t want to put someone in quick response moments where the
. whole system is to react. That creates the pOSSlblllty for
mistake. I agree with you on that. & -

President Putin: I believe that in gpite of all the
difficulties experts can find an agreement, but it’s a matter of
trust. We also realize that some counterterrorism operations
may be launched and the services don’t disclose until the last
moment, but something needs to be worked out. t&k

The President: I‘m worried about the next oneg who will come to
power. We need to work something out while we have an open
‘relationship. so the next ones don’'t overreact. That’'s why this
-agreement is very important. Secondly, we got the 123
agreement; that’s very good. IS

Foreign Minister Lavrov: We don’t have it yet; we will. (V)

The President: I understood it would be signed by the end of
April. On CFE, hopefully we can help you on the issue. I fully
" understand what you said at NATO. Your logic is very clear. We
( talked in the car about sending the treaty to the Senate and
being the first to ratify. I don’t want to drop it in the

SEER— , .
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( middle of a polltlcal flrestorm with all the Presidential
politics. I don’t want Rusgsia to become a campalgn issue. The
relationship is too important. {s)

On missile defense, I thlnk the thing that will intrigue people
is transparency and confidence building measures and the idea of
exploring a regional missile defense system where Russia will
benefit like everyone else. I think once the government becomes
convinced the system isn’'t aimed at you, Russia will see a
regional system can deal with some nut in the Middle East who
might get a missile with a nuclear weapon. You'll see the
gystem cannot posgsibly intercept more than one or two missiles.

You have a lot more than that. Anyway, that's what confidence
is all about. (& K

gk | say to the press that you don t like the idea of the Czech
and Polish sites. It‘s important people know there's still
disagreement on that, but its important for our people to see
we’re working through an agreement based on transparency and
true confidence building measures. The .reason I think it's
important is it will cause a future U.S. President to have to
work with Russia. We’'re setting the stage for creating the ,
conditions that will cause people to work in the framework we’ve

() set up. There needs to be a path forward for better relations
with Russia. I don’t want a U.S. President to come along and
say we don’t need relations with Russia. I think we do, and
that's really the reason why this is important and why I
apprec;ate you meet1ng us. W :

President Putin: What you’ve just said is very important. All
the preceding decades the world was a safer place because there
was a certain balance. in place. And the military has ‘come to me
now, they tell me the following: “There was the balance and the

threat of Mutual Assured Destruction. Now, the Americans are

_ going to build a missile defense umbrella and have the feellng
that they are invincible.” What should we do? Hither create the
same umbrella or our own strike systems to neutralize their
defenses. Creating a missile defense system is quite expensive.
It’s simpler and cheaper to create a new strike system which
would overwhelm your defenses. And they’re already coming to me
with proposals that strike me as very barbaric. “When I read
them I'm horrified. And not building a platform for our
cooperation on this front, we’ re forced with thls type of arms
race. (S) '

( The President: That's why this is so important. You won’t be
comfortable until we can prove it to you. Our intention is one

SECRET
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( or two single 1aunches to counter a North Korean or Iranian or
whatever threat emerges. We need to calm your experts down by
showing them the truth. That's why transparency is _important.
My vision is a joint operation. That'’s what this starts
hopefully. &) :
President Putin: Okay. Now I’'d like to repeat what I said to
Condi and Gates in Moscow on NATO enlargement. It won’'t be new
to you, and I don’t expect a response; I just want to.say it out
loud. I'd like to emphasize accession to NATO of a country like
. Ukraine will create for the long- term a field of confllct for
you and us, long-term confrontatlon (s

The President: Why? (U)

President Putin:  Seventeen million Russians live in Ukraine --
a third of the population. Ukraine is a very complex state.

. This is not a nation built in a natural manner. It’'s an
artificial country created back in Soviet times. Following !
World War II Ukraine obtained territory from Poland, Romania and
Hungary - that’s pretty much all of western Ukraine. In the
1920s and 1930s Ukraine obtained territory from Russia -- that’'s
the eastern part of the country. In 1856, the Crimean penlnsula

' was transferred to Ukraine. It's a rather large European
( country built with a population of 45 million. It’s ‘populated
by people with very different mindsets. TIf you go to western .
Ukraine you’'ll sée villages where the only spoken language is
Hungarian and people wear those bonnets. In the east, people

are wearing suits, ties and big hats. NATO ig perceived by a
-large part of the Ukrainian population as a ‘hostile
organization. (&

This creates the following problems for Russia. This creates:
the threat of military bases and new military systems being
deployed in the proximity of Russia. It created uncertainties
and threats for us. And relying on the anti-NATO forces in
Ukraine, Russia would be working on stripping NATO of the
. possibility of enlarging. Russia would be creating problems
there all the time. What for? What is the meaning of Ukrainian
membership in NATO? What benefit is there for NATO and the U.S.?
There can be only one reason for it and that would be to cement
- Ukraine’s status as in the Westexn world and that would be the
logic. I don’t think it’s the right logic; I'm trying to
comprehend. BAnd given the divergent views of areas of the
population on NATO membership, the country could just split
S apart. I always said there’s a certain pro-Western part, and a
( certain pro—-Russia part. Now the power there is held by the
.pro-Western leaders. As soon ag they came to powexr they split
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i within themselves. The political activity there fully reflects

( the attitudes of the peopulation. The issue there is not
accession to NATO, but to ensure the self-sufficiency of
Ukraine. Also, their economy should be strengthened., (W

SEventy percent of the population is against NATC. Condi told
me in Slovakia and Croatia the population was opposed at first
and they’re now in faver. What we are against is Ukraine's
accession to NATO, but in any case we should wait until a
majority of the population is in favor, then let them accede,
not vice versa. DM

.Now with Georgia, they believe with the shield of NATO they can
regtore their territorial integrity. Is this the right way to
go, to spread NATO’s military umbrella and let them start
military operations in Abkha21a and South Ossetia? Guerilla
warfare will start there as in Afghanistan. Will NATO go to war
there? Of course not. The people. in Georgia should be forced
to resolve their internal problems by other means. They will do
it if forced to. There are ethnic problems there that have
lasted for centuries. We’'re ready to hélp them restore their
territorial integrity, but in ways that make the small ethnic

; .groups feel secure. But if they scare people with the threat of

( NATO coming there, it won’'t work. They won’'t be able to do.it

- anyway. You'll see people coming down from the mountains and
shooting in every direction. Peoplé dressed like those who
danced for you last night. Russia knows this well and has been
developing friends there. When war was here 10 years ago
Chechens ceased their operations against Russia and came. to
fight there. They played soccer with the heads of Georgilans.
One of their leaders, two years ago we eliminated him, but there
are, many more there. We didn’ t send them there, but they were
all here when the war started. (W]

Georgia should be caused to address this issue by peaceful
means. Letting them into NATO will only encourage them to
address this by military means; taking up arms. And for Russia
there is always the threat of new military bases and weapon
systems in the proximity of our borders. This is pretty much
our argumentation against this development. I don’t expect a
reaction. () :

' The President: One of the things I admire about you is you
weren’'t afraid to say it to NATO. That’s very admirable.
People listened carefully and had no doubt about your pOSltlon
(" It was a good performance. [
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President Putin: I would add another thing now. I do not rule
out that Russia-NATO relations could improve in the future, |
along with y

U.S8.-Russia relations. W

The President: What I‘m concerned about is U.S.-Russia ‘
relations won’t get better than what you and I have. History
‘will show it’s very good. I’'m not sure about the next group --
not Medvedev, but who follows me. I hope you and I can’ set the
example for how to work through problems (s)

President Putin: I agree.. What I mean is if there is such
improvement then many of the problems we have concern with now
will be perceived differently in the future. I think certain
issues den’t need to be rushed. (W)

.wa a couple of words on the peaceful nuclear field. - Here we
need a framework; an inter-governmental agreement. You wrote in
your letter that such an agreement will be signed. &)

The President: it wili'get done before your presidency islup.
(U) ‘

President Putin: Maybe on your side you could work with your
 Congress. .
(U) : : A _ )

The President: We want'to dd it now. I think it will be well-
received. (W ‘ C

Secretary Rice: We neéded to resolve an issue with Iran. I
think we’ve resolved it. We were concerned we would have had.
problems with Congress. &)

' President Putin: - Everything is under control there. Sometimes
there are instances of cooperation they’re trying to pursue in a
clandestine manner that’s not apparent to the government. We
will find them and they will be punished. (W

The President: Where is this being done? (U}

| Secretary Rice: Arak. (U)

President Putin: There are people willing to earn a bit of
money on this, but we identify those cases. [I¥)
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( ~ The President: I tell people on Iran, your plan was very :
ingenious. The leaders say they want civilian nuclear power, we
~say, “Fine, that’'s your right.” Rugsia says, “Here’'s the fuel,
therefore you don’t need to enrich. If you do it shows you
don’t want civil nuclear power, you want more.” People say, “Can
you work with Putin?” I say, “Here's the example. He took the”
lead on Iran and I followed.” It was the right thing to do. (§)

President Putin: That’s what I told them in Iran when they said
they were building a new nuclear power plant and they needed
fuel. 'I asked when would they complete the plant. . It's a long~
term project. We've been building Busher for 15 years. . I said,
"You won’'t complete a new plant for 15 years, so why are you
building up enrichment now?” &)

The President ‘You and I had a conversation about the $-300 and
you said you’'d wait to see how they behave -- a.conditional
sale, and I apprec1ate that. ()

President Putin: We have a contract with them SLgned four years
ago but not being implemented. 08

The Presidentr R appreciate that. They’re nutty. (W

President Putin: They're quite nuts. &

The President: Hopefully rational people will .start showing up.
You.talk to them, we don’t. We hope to have more rational
people show up; we’'d like to have a better relationship. (N

President Putin: What éurprised‘me when I was there, they may -
be crazy in their ideology but they're intellectuals. They are
educated in university, come from an academic environment -
including Amadinejad, his entourage, the Speaker of parliament.
They are not primitive people; It was quite a surprise .to me.

Y

The President: (To Secretary Rice and Foreign Minister Lavrov)
Do .you have the language done on thls thing yet? You two go and
' work on it. (U)

Secretary Rice: We're very close. (To Foreign Minister Lavrov)
I have a proposal for you. (U) '
The President: Will ydu be in the meeting with Medvedev? (U)

( President Putin: No, I want you to talk to him personally. (U)
SRERPY
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( The President: I won’'t need much time. (U)

Secretary Rice: So we use “assuage" and remove the brackets on
“cooperation.” (U) ‘

e End of Conversation i
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The President: President Putin and I had yet another good
“discussien. I want to assure everybody around this table about
‘the answer to the question put tc me in Slovenia about trust. I
feel more strongly than ever about that. President Putin and I
have a. dialogue that very few American and Russian leaders have
had in the past. If I so decide, I will speak to the American
pecple about what we discussed here, toco. QN\

We discussed security issues and a number of other issues as
well. One was commercial relaticns. I previewed the Evans and
O’Neill visit to Moscow. We are planning experts’ talks and not
just commercial experts. I think our media representatives
should help address the issue of entrepreneurs in the media.
SBEREF- ' '
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You are free to choose, but we could facilitate this. I
appreciated your answer before in Ljubljana on the media, and a
dialogue along these lines could help explore some of the issues
you raised about the media. Now I'd like to send you some from
the media, like the "New York Times.” It would be good for them
to deal with you. & ‘ -

president Putin: 1I‘d close them right away. I’'ve got
experience along these lines. [T '

. The President: On the Tobin case, I urge you to resolve this
case. That would be good.

President Putin: I agree with the positive evaluation that
President Bush has made just now. We are creating a very good
political basis for our relations across the entire gamut of
issues. We didn’'t shirk any problems, including those of
international security. On this, we have decided to consider
this matter in its entirety, including offensive and defensive,
because they are, in fact, linked. IS}

Second, I drew the President’s attention to the possibility of
good contacts between the Parliaments of our two countries. I
urged support for this project. Our parliamentarians could
visit Moscow and Washington. This could create tangible
benefits in morale. (& ‘

Another issue is our economic ties. The United States is a
leading investor for Russia, but the level of our trade is far
from the capabilities of our countries. Our two-way trade is at’
$10 pbillicn. Russia’'s two-way trade with Italy is $9 billion.
And how can you compare the United States with Italy? I
acknowledge that we in Russia have failed to create the proper
conditions for econcmic growth, and you are aware of this. TSQ

But we are doing so now. This year we established the lowest
income tax rate in Europe and now we are passing an income tax
rate for legal persons at the lowest rate in Europe of
24 percent. Through other laws now in Parliament’ or passing
through Parliament, we are creating conditions for business. We
look forward to the visits of your Secretaries to Moscow and to.
Dr. Rice's visit. (W) ' ' oo

We are preparing two groups in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Defense to discuss strategic security and stability. Our -
groups already exist, and lcok forward to the visit of Dr. Rice,

SECRET
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but we could devise other channels for our ccooperation in this
area. MY

We also discussed with the President the possibility of Russia’s
accession to the WIO. We need a political impulse of support to
reach the representative of the United States negotiating with
us. At Ljubljana, I said that the Europeans wete difficult, but
the Americans were supportive of our accession efforts. But as
soon as I said that, the situation changed drastically! It’'s
true! Ag goon as I said it. I think this is a detail, and that
we can rectify this situation quickly. ™~ '

I was pleased by and accept the invitarion to visit the United
States. This will be my first visit to the United States and
will be.important for me perscnally and for our overall

. relations. .It will be a plieasure for me to visit you at your
Ranch. This will provide an impulse for cur.cfficials. My
invitation to you stands. (& ‘

The President: I think, and I want the people at the table to
hear this, I think that we are watching history being made. If
you think positively, this is a historic moment. This is the
only reason to run for office, to make history, to change
things. You will be able to tell your grandchildren that you
were at the table when we made this breakthrough on the road to
a new security for the world. I don‘t know.whether this will
happen. But I know I know that this alring of viewg is not
something I can do with every leader in the world. (W)

Let me thank you for your cooperation on Nagorno-Karabakh, and
we need to keep working at this together. One area of
disagreement is Irag. We must do a better job on thisg. Saddam
Hussein is a “bad guy,” as we say in America. The State
Department should keep working with your people. ﬁQ .

- I appreciate your comments about Macedenia yesterday. He said
that there should be no reordering of borders there. We agree.
I should say that we don’'t tilt toward anyone there. .Anybody
who thinks we do is just wrong. There are some that say we are
tilting toward the Albanian insurgents. That is not our
intention. We cut off fundraising for extremists from pecple in
the United States, and we, our people, do fund some extremist
groups, unfortunately. Has the EU followed us in this? .08

Dg. Rice: Yemy )

SHEREE
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The President: I told President Putin that I will be in Kosovo
on Tuesday. I'll be there to thank our troops and there is no
other signal meant by this. We went in together and will leave
when the region is secure. We want to foster cooperation and
work to build up institutions to replace our military. We must
work to strengthen civil and political imnstitutions and build
the ‘civic basis for eventually, and I emphasize eventually,
preparing people to govern themselves within the berders now
existing. (&)

President Putin: I have a few comments on what you said. On
regional issues, our views are more similar. This is true
especially in the Near East. The question is objectives and the
means to obtain these objectives, so it’s about the means,

really. W

On Irag, cur objective is toc keep nuclear weapens out of Irag
and verify that it stays out. Our Foreign Ministry proposed an
option to demand that Saddam accept monitors in '‘exchange for
sanctions being removed. We want to assure the removal of
weapons of mass destruction. Now this is not a course accepted
by Irag. ' Their Vice President Ramadan visited Russia and asked
that we not pursue this approach. Why? Because they like
external pressure. This helps their internal situation. It
helps them explain to their people why they are suffering, and
thi's works, especially when they are being bombed. (&) :

Second, I am obliged to say, and the President knows this, that
we have certain economic interests. Irag owes us $8 billion and
i's not paying, and in terms of lost commercial opportunities we
have lost an additional tens of billions of dollars. Russia is
not such -a rich country that we can ignore this. " Further, the
Paris Club demands its money from us. So Russia cannot get the
meney owed us, and the rich countries in the Paris Club get the
money we owe them. We are not so rich. Are we tc deprive our
people? We are ready to work, though, to bring our positions
closer. ¥ '

On Iran, the President did not mention this, but we did discuss
it last time. Let me say that Italy, or an Italian company, has
signed a contract worth $1 billion. We must look at the whole
issue, and we are prepared to coordinate our acticns. (X)

On Macedonia, the decisicons were taken without our .
participation, sc Russia is not bound by developments there. We
will do nothing to disrupt the process. - Yesterday, President
Bush and I shared our concerns, and I responded positively to

i o
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what he said. Russia is not involved in the decision-making
mechanism. Maybe this is good; the less responsible we are for .
this, the better! But the region is close by to Russia. We
will be present. All the people in the region will look to
Moscow as things develop. Our culture and cur language link us.
The fact of our not being responsible for things there puts us

. in an interesting position for the future.. We will try to help
and render moral support. Yesterday, I said that we should not
create the illusion that those who create political problems and
try to divide borders will succeed..  Doing this would create a
catastrophe for Europe. How many times could you divide Spain
or France? In Eastern Europe peoples are mixed together. _
Changing borders would be a terrible catastrophe. I support an
‘international conference on the Balkans to reiterate the
inviclability of existing borders. If you approve, and we don't
have to anncunce this right now, we could also dlSCUSS this
through our foreign ministries. (&)

The President: Today, I will announce Dr.'Rice‘s,visit to
establigh a timetable for future dialogue on security issues.
We have to give the press something to chew on. %

I do want Russia in the WTC. I want to discuss this with my
trade minister, Mr. Zoellick. I need to fully understand the
detalls before I undermine my trade minister. So, please don't
undermine him yourselves by saying something now. There is

" nothing worse for a minister than his boss communicating with
him through the media. 1I’'ll speak to him. I also suggest ‘that
you raise this with Paul O’Neill in Moscow. (&

1 have another point. We discussed a lot of environmental
issues at the Summit here. It is a sort of environmental
religion; I don't know how else tc say it. What President Putin
said was a breath of fresh air because he cited science. He
said that we could adhere to Kyoto all we wanted, but it
wouldn’t solve the environmental problem. I was grateful to:
hear somebody say something real. You should be proud of your
President. He pulled no punches and advanced Russia’'s standing
in the G-8. ©Now, we're off to the Press Conference. [

Mr. Prikhodko: In your meetings in Ljubljana, you decided to
give .an impulse to contacts between our buginesses. Our experts
have discussed this, and we will issue a press statement about
this today, if you approve, Mr. President. ﬁ&

“gHChEs
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" (president Putin reviews and approves the Russian language text
" of the joint economic statement. The two leaders then exchange

gifts.)

- - End of Conversation --

SBSRBE
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Aleksey Gordeev, Minister of Agrlculture
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' DATE, TIME  May 24,-2002, 11:25 - 12:10 p.m,

AND . PLACE: . " The Kremlin

President Putin: Welcome to the capital of Russia and the heart
of Russia, here in the Kremlin in Moscow. This is an historic. '
‘occasion, the first visit of President Bush to the Russian
Federation. (U) :

..I am pleased to note that this wvisit is of an entirely different
guality than all other .wvisits by a U.S.-President to Russia.
Pridr Presidential visits were dedicated to. overcoming the
contradictions in our relatiocnship. (% '

We meet today to attest to our new relations. Our focus now is
our security, strategic arms reduction, and our joint .
participation in efforts to create a safer new world. W

—EONTEBR N LA
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This agenda reflects a growing trust in our relaticns. All of
this has developed over the past twelve to elghteen menths,
thanks to the President and his- team. M :

1 am therefore especially pleased to receive you here in Moscow,
in 8t. Catherine‘’s Hall. (U) ‘

I recall well the welcome I received during my v1smt to the
United States last November. I want to respond in kind 'tc the
hospitality I was shown at the President’s ranch .in Crawford.
That meeting served as ‘a powerful thrust to our relations. (U).

‘The President: . Many thanks for the hospitality. This is a
beautiful room in which we are meeting today. (U)

The treaty we will sign today is more than a strategic nuclear
reduction agreement. It is a sign of our friendship. It should,
"~ help cast away doubts about whether or not we are still enemies.

L T B

I lcok forward to dinner at your'home thls evening. - It is
important that the world read that we worked all day, but then
settled down at the .end of the day for a dinner’ together (U)

Getting to this day has requlred your leadership, President
Putin, your vision. ThlS is a vision of the world whlch is more
peaceful, more prosperous, Eoe. mll. U] .

Pregsident Putin: Let us now review the results of the serious
talks we just completed. We discussed strategic stability,
international 'security, and limitations on strategic offensive -
weapons. % ' S ,

I want to express my special gratitude to the members of the-
United States and Russian teams that put much fruitful work into
this effort. I'd like to turn to Foreign Minister Ivanov to
brlef us further on these issues. &,

Foreign Minigter Ivancv: Mr. President, I would like to point -
out to you that over the last months U.S.-Russian relations have
intensified substantially. This foundation is represented in
the agreement to be signed today and in the prev1ous foar summit’
meetings between our two countries. (&)

Looking ahead, I'd like to note our areas of cooperation. (&.

G@NP%BE&@&AL
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We want to reinforce the international anti-terrorism ceoalition.
We need to bring the coalition to a solid treaty basis. We want -
to transform cur Afghanistan Working Group into an effort to
_combat terrorism, especially chemical, biclogical, and nuclear
terrorism, '

Second, we want to take steps to enhance our nonproliferation
and strategic stability efforts. The treaty we will sign today
and our Joint Declaration lay out the way forward. These
decuments, as signed by the most powerful states in the world,
confirm our role in the security of the international system.
Mr. President, we have agreed to set up a. Working Group on .
Strateglc Stablllty (S

We want-to sign a framework on international organlzatlons to
upgrade our ability to face. the challenge of 1nternatlonal
terrorism. (8

We ar€ working to -address regicnal crises, in Afghanistan, Iraq,
althcugh we have our differences there, and.in the Middle East.
The role of our two countries in resolving these problems is

key., MW

We note that our favorable external cooperation helps broaden
our econcmic cooperation. To improve this in the future, we
need to broaden our people-to-people contact. The statement we
will make today on this issue shows our commitment to these
issues, including humanltarlan assigtance and other arenas of
cooperation. (& £

Secretary Powell: Foreign'Minister Ivanov has summarized well
the areas of our broad cooperation. (N :

I'd like to thank Igor Ivanov and Sergey Ivanov for worklng w1th
me to reach the treaty we will be signing today. The
Consultative Group of our four ministers, Foreign and Defense,
has important work ahead. I know Don Rumsfeld agrees with me on

this. {8

"I1'd also like to thank‘you for your work in the Quartet and the
forward movement we are trying to achleve cn the Middle East
Peace Process. &L -

President.Putin: ' Let us -turn to economic issues. Minister
Gref? [N : ' : :
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"Minister Gref: Thank you. I’d like to-review the results of ﬁy
talks with Secretary Evans over the past two days. NQ

‘We made progress on a number of important issueg. I'11 review
the most important issues we covered. (=

On the determinatiorn of the Russian Federation ag a Markét

. Economy, we believe we have answered all the gquestions’ that have
been raised in the context of the petition the Russian
Federation filed last year. In our conversations, Secretary
Evans and I discussed this process and we welcome that
Secretary Evans has agreed to make a. flnal determlnatlon by
June 14. DS

We are concerned that Russia has still not been graduated from
the provisions of the Jackson-Vanik amendment. This stands in
the way of Rugsia beinag granted permanent normal trade relations
to Russian firms. We agreed to contlnue to work with the U.S.
Congress on-this issue. &

We discussed as well the restrictions placed cn Russian steel’

exports to the United States under the 201 action taken earlier

this year. This is a serious issue for Russia. It constrains

our metallurgy cooperation and hurts the RuSSLan metallurgy
©industry. (™

We agreed to address further guestions on antidumping and
compensation through censultations that will begin next Monday
in Washington. Our industry representatlves will participate 1n
these talks. Next week we will set deadllnes as well for
resolving these issues. &}

"We will also discuss the OECD talks on constralnlng steel
productlon s) ' : : :

. As regards poultry, this is no longer a problem All the issues
here have been resolved. TS : ' : A

We also discussed a number of projects.  In the oil sector, we
looked at ExxonMobil’s shipping deal. We talked about _
cooperatlon in the space and missile launch 1ndustry, as well as
cooperation in aviation and'jolnt manufacturing. We talked
about the'need for new customs procedures to facilitate the
movement of goods between markets. ©n energy, we note that our
colleagues, Ministers Yusufov and Abraham have been working on -
this, and that we have agreed on'an energy statement for today
to advance this relationship. (W

TONFEEENTFRAE,
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There are a number of issues that will require our further
attention. &

The Russian Federatlon should be exempt: from U.S. modern
technology export restrictions. ). ‘

It is extremely important.to resolve the steel issues between.
us, which we could perhaps fix with a bilateral agreement. h&L

On Russia’s WTO accession, we discussed this at length.
Together with U.S. Trade Representative Zoellick, we are’
addressing a detailed workplan. The United States is taking a-
tough stance on energy pricing practices in the Russian
Federation. This is outside normal WTCO accession requirements.
" We want the United States to weélcome the Russian Federatlon into
the WTO on standard conditions.  T8) '

Secretary Evans: This was our third meeting, Mr. President.  We
‘agreed to a workplan of priority issues to lmprove our trade and
investment relationship. &

" We have made great progress on this list. We have made
important advances on Russia’s WTO accession, on Ex-Im lending
to Russia, on bank reform, and in promoting small and medlum
business develcopment in Russia. Q-

We also made progregs on the commercial side. We visited Ford's
new $140 million facility outside. St. Petersburg.. I saw General
Motor’s $300 million investment in Samara. In Samara, I also
saw the unloading of 142 harvesters and other farm equipment.
from the United States, sold by CaseNewHolland and financed by
the first .loan under the Export Import Bank’s new sub- sovere1gn
locan facility. NN '

We have seen much progress over the past ten months. Ten months
ago, the business community asked if they should invest in
Russia. Now they ask how to invest in Russia. Our work is
sending the right signal to U.S. business. (W)

We still have work to do. O©On steel, we made some progress. On
poultry, I am not sure we can say this issue is resolved, but we
hope it will be soon. We need to work through this issue with
good faith and profe981onallsm ﬁn :

On Russia’'s WTC accession, we will want to put particular
emphasis on Intellectual Property Rights. We do this worldwide,

CTONPFIDENTTAE
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and it is a cornerstone of our trade policy. Moreover, the free
movement of technology between our countries depends on
Intellectual Property nghts protectlcns A

I would like to congratulate your government on your. efforts in
the tax, land, judicial, and telecommunications reforms underway
in Russia. {6+ '

We spent time talking about energy as well. Clearly there is
the possibility-of a surge in Russia’'s capacity to export oil if
the Production Sharing Agreement framework is completed through
Duma and regulatory action. . (W)

This is important to both the economy of the Russian Federation
and the-global economy. .The increases in productiocn in the
Rugsian Federation have kept pace with the increase in world .
demand for oil over the past eighteen to twenty-four months.
Te. ‘ '

The;e have been such areas of progress. Confidence and trust
are increasing. American business is asking not should they
invest in Russia, but how should they invest in Russia. {EQ

President Putin: We now enjoy good interaction through many
channels: through our foreign ministers, our eccnemic
ministers, cur defense ministers.  The lifeline of contacts is
helping the relationship in a very tangible manner. &

I agree with Secretary Evans that the growing security and
confidence in our relations helps build economic confldence as
well. There are also new probiems.emerging. In my
intergovernmental meetings we can no longer sit the Minister of
Economy next to the Minister of Agriculture! This is all
becauseé of your Secretary of Commerce and his influence. TSy

It is a minor detail, but nevertheless characteristic of the new
‘level of our relations . . . ten years ago we would never have
been able to predict that we would be arguing over agrlcultural
issues. ¢S

But seriously, agriculture is sensitive for us. We face .
restrictions from many sides. I understand that this is coming
less from North America, but the EU does not follow the rules.
ey ' ' : '

The EU keeps addlng new rules, many of which are not :
transparent. They have nearly clesed the Russian Federatlon out

Ay aie mpar i e )
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of the wheat market in Europe. We have an 80-year history of
trade with Europe, almost 5 million tons. The EU has raised and
then raised-again, and then blocked outright our exports. They
subsidize EU farmers and then dump the product on-the Russian
market. & ' - ¥

' On steel, we see this type of prcblem‘everywheré, everywhere.

s

Minister Koptev, please. (u)

‘Minister Koptev: 1I’d like to address our air and space
cooperation. (3 :

We are very satisfied with the ten years of high techrnology and
space technology, which started with an agreement signed under
the first Bush Presidency. Today we have over 21 active
projects. We are the main participants in the Internatiocnal

- Space Station. M : : :

LE is'vefy important that we move to a new level of confidence,
not just government-to-government, but also business to
business. This is indicative of a new trend. M

There are funds available to invest in development. Now the
‘task 18 to simplify the process. To aid this, we should set up
a coordination agency between governments to analyze our '
cooperation and develop proposals for further cooperation. We
need to build on cur current good base of cooperation. We need
the support of the Presidents for this proposal. D& :

President Putin: . Secretary Evans mentioned energy, so perhaps
we should now hear from Mlnlster Rumyantsev. - (

Minister'Rumyantsev: Our cooperative activity has been going cn
in this area for a long time. It is: now time to start the next
ten year phase of our cooperation. &

As for non-proliferation, I want to stress the important role
that the U.S. Department of Energy has played, but it could be
more fruitful if the Russian .Federaticn were allowed to be a
player in the U.S. fissile material market. There should be

- opportunities for plutonium and uranium sales in the Unlted

- States. - TE-
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President Putin: 1In ourlmeeting,‘Presideht Bush ‘and I talked
about our good cooperation in both the Russian Federation and .
other third country cooperation on hydrocarbons. sy '

Minister Yusufov: our cooperation on energy is good. The
Russian Federation is a rellabxe suppller of 011 te werld energy
markets. (&)

We appreciate the U.S8. investment in the oil gector of the
Russian Federation. In our Working Group with the Department of
Energy, we are considering new investment projects. (N

.Sakhalin I and the Caspian Pipeline Consortium are good examples
of our cooperation tc develop Russia's expeort potential. The
Russian- Government 1s trying to expand our port infrastructure.

(=

We want U.S. help in obtaining finance for Russian firms. We
also want to work with you to obtain high-tech energy efficient
technologles We should also work together in the envirornmental
sphere and on climate change. T6

President Putin: Irag is a case in point. The United States
gets twenty-five percent of its cil from Iraqg, -and only

0.2 percent from Russia. Russia is the largest producer of oil
in the world. (& '

I would like to make a proposal. If the United States would use
. Russian oil to £ill its Strategic Petroleum Regerve, it would be

powerfully symbollc (&

The President: I would sure rather you than Iraq get our
dollars. TS ’

President Putin: We should turn to military cooperation,
Minister Ivanov? (™. ' ' ‘

Defense Minister Ivanov: I am pleased that discussion has R -
been just about security issues! ISy o

Yes, there are issues on the security side, counterterrorism,
nonproliferation, but our cooperation is alsoc. of a new level cf
quality. We are now adopting joint rules cf the game. T

On the treaty we are signing today, I believe this is'thg fruig

of the many hours of effort by the Department of State, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Department of Defense, and the

~CONEIBENTLILL

NWH:78134  DocId:34685229



PN ENEEAL— 10

‘Ministry of Defense. We have had hours of meetings with
Rumsfeld. & - ‘

‘Now we rieed to implement the mechanism between the Ministry of
Defense and the Department of Defense. S\

Our cooperation and trust in the countérterrorism,field has
' softened over the past twelve months.. You should know that the
Ministry of Defense is prepared to firm up this relationship

again. TS

President Putin: Are we ready to turn to our treaty signing? .
We'll have time for more discussions tomorrow. (U) .

-- End of Conversation - -

CONPFPENTTAL
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: : Telcon with President of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: . The President _
‘ President Putin

Interpretef: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Jill Sandlerxr, Clark Tystra, Don
Gentile, Tina Yarmchuk, Peter Clement Hope
Harrison, Jonathan Elkind '

DATE, TIME . . January 31, 2001, 9:02-9:17 a.m., EST
AND PLACE: - oval Office ' ' -

‘ The President: Mr. President, it is my henor to talk to you,
: sir. I appreciate you taking my phone call, and I know this is
going to be the first of many conversations we will have. (U}

President Putin: Mr. President, I am glad to be able to talk to
you on the phone and to congratulate you on your election as
President ©f the United States. I followed how you competed
courageously and “earresiliF, and I congratulate you on the
1esu1ts (U)

The Preésident: Thank you very much. Mr. President, I look
forward to establishing a personal relationship with you. They
tell me you are a candid and straightforward person. I think you
will find that I am candid and straightforward as well, which
means we will have some interesting conversatlons Of course,
they will be constructive, ()

President Putin: 1T also think so. I agree with your assessment. .
I remember what you said about that journalist. I heard your
assegsment of him. It may rot have been a good thlng to do, but
I applauded you secretly. (U) . :

The President: The only thing I don’t want to do is get into a
karate contest with you. . (U}
/
! B P,
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\ President Putin: Maybe you would succeed. I practice judo,
which is a different kind of sport. But looking at you, I K
conclude you are a very athletic person. I do not know your team
very. well, but I know Mr. Baker. I met him in St. Petersburg a
few years ago, when he was working in the Administration of your
father. I would not say he looks younger now, but he is just as
professional. . If you have such professional pecple on your team,
I'm sure we will find common ground and have good relationships.
(u)

The President: Mr. President, I think I have the best national
security team ever assembled, and I would tell that: te my Eathet.
Colin Powell you know, and Condoleezza Rice speaks fluent
Russian, and she is talking today or tomorrow with one of your
high-ranking officials that you have sent here. I think you will
£ind that this is an Administration that speaks plainly. 1 am a

' businessman. I believe in the rule of law. We will be o
discussing democracy and issues such as free press, but you will
be dealing with a very professional .group of people who
recognizes that yours is a very important country and recognizes
the importance of us having good relaticns. (3) ‘

President Putin: . I agree. I have read your letter,

{ Mr. President. I think it calls for additional scrutiny.

N However, the approaches covered in this letter are an acceptable
basis for the development of our relations. We can say a few
words about the agenda of Russian-American relations. I know you
attached a lot of attention to issues of strategic stability. We
will have to work quickly to overcome our disagreement regarding
missile defense. However, I am absolutely convinced that there
is no impasse. There is an opportunity to find a solution. T
fully share your concern about proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and missile technologies. I believe there are :
opportunities to expand relationships between cur two countries
as far as the economy is concerned. Our economy is on the rise
right now, which is a good message to our American partners.

Mr. Ivanov, our Foreign Minister, has already talked to Mr.
powell. As far as I know, they have explored possible times for
our first contacts already. I hope they will be able to arrange
it. I hope we will be able to find time for a personal. meeting
with you, Mr. President. I know that Ms. Condi Rice will be in
touch with the Secretary of our Secuxity Council, Mr. Ivanov, to-
develop their relationship. There has been another channel of
relations between ocur countries, contact between the Chairman. of
the Russian Federation and the Vice President of the United
States. We should consider whether to let this channel die out
or whether we will resuscitate it. (&
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" The President: Mr. President, I appreciate that. My inclinaticon
- By is to let it die out and make sure we have a strong relationship
' Dbetween you and me and ocur security people. We have a lot to

discuss. I look forward.to it. I am anxious to sit down with

- you perscnally. I know you are a strong man with your country’s
interests at heart. I appreciate that. I will assure you of two
things. First, my deep desire to restructure our nuclear
relations, both on the offensive as well as. the defensive side.
Secondly, I will treat you with the utmost respect, as the leader
of a-very important nation.

L]

President Putin: Thank you, Mr. President. There is a lot of
information about you in our media now, so I know a lot about how
you used to live and how you reached the post of President of the
United States. Now I have an idea what kind of man Texas raises.,
{u)

The President: I appreéiate that we have a lot of work to do,
sir, and I look forward to seeing you soon. (U)

President Putin: Thank you very much, Mr. President. In .
conclusion, I would like to make one minor remark. You know that
the United States, on the instruction of the Swiss Preosecutor’s
Office, .has detained Mr. Borodin. He is an official, a civil
: ( , servant, and the Secretary of the Relarussian Union. We believe
‘ this is primarily a legal.issue and not a political issue.

. However, you have probably heard that in Russia, there is very
streng public feedback regarding this. We hope that there will
be a solution that will address both the legal .and human aspects
of the problem. However, the most important thing is the
security relationship between our ccuntries. I hcpe in the near
future we will establish personal contacts. I will start to know
you personally and start developing relations between our :
countries. Thank you very much for this call. &

The President: Thank you, sir. One guick point. The matter you
brought up is a matter of law, and we will do our best to assist.
the extradition. Mr. President, I really appreciate this. I am
so honored that you received my call. This is a very important
and positive call. I look forward to knowing you personally.
Thank you. Goodbye, sir. (U) - -

President Putin: We shall be in touch. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. (U)

The President: Bye. (U)

President Putin: Bye. ' (U)

-~ End of Conversation  --

CONFEERNTTRR

NWH:78134  DocId:34685230



Crlasaned Case MNWE 70134 Date’
- £-75-2026
AR T T . 29493

( | | THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: Telcon with President of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
' " President Putin

Interpreter: Nikolai Sorokin

Notetakeréé Jill Sandler,. Ed Padinske,
Don Cheramie, Tina Yarmchuk, Mark Pekala

DATE, TIME May 1, 2001, 07:38 - 07:50 a.m., EDT
AND PLACE: | . Oval Office

1
\

The President: Mr. President, thank you so much for taking my
call on your nation’s holiday. (U)

President Putin: I am glaa to hear from you, Mr. President, and
I. hope you and your family are doing well. (U)

( The President: Thank you. I am looking forward to seeing you.
Our staffs are working hard so that you and I can have a good
visit. NQ ‘ '

president Putin: Yes, that would be a very good idea. "I will be
very glad to meet you personally, and I hope the foreign
ministers will be able to arrange this. - T8

The President: Yes, I am very anxious for this to happen as

well., [

president Putin: - Also, thank you, Mr. President, for receiving
Mr. Gorbacnev and the Vice President, Mr. Cheney, for receiving
our Vice Premier, Mr. Kudrin. This will help prepare our
meeting.

The President: By the way, Mr. Gorbachev said very positive
things about you. (& - :

president Putin: I have good relations with him. 1€

The President: Let me tell you why I am calling, Mr. President.
Tn about six hours, I am giving a speech about establishing a new
( . vision on how to keep the peace in the world. It is a speech
B o g ol ' ;
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¢ ‘ that says we need to consult with our friends, allies, and major

( countries such as Russia, about how to set up.a new framework to
deal with the missile threat. It is the beginning to a serious
dialcgue between Russia and the United States about how to best

‘address the 1972 ABM treaty. . In my speech, I do not make any
unilateral decisions. It is very much a reflection of your
sentiments and the statements you have made in the past,
including about limited systems capable of intercepting launches
at bcost phase. So, I am 'calling because I didn’t want to
surprise you, and secondly, because I assure you that our nation
- will consult with people in Europe as“well.as yourself. T&

President Putin: - Thank you, Mr. President. You know, in
general, our position on this matter. We will always emphasize
that we are prepared to interact with the United States on
strategic stability and work together on reducing nuclear
arsenals. You know I share your concerns about potential
threats, and we are prepared to look for means to ‘counter these
threats. We should do this in a non-confrontational manner and
not destroy the structure of the arms control framework that has
.been sealed for the last 30 years. Mr. President, we shall study
closely your statement today. I believe that when Foreign
Minister Ivanov meets with Secretary of State Mr. Powell on
May 18, we shall be able to present our position. ‘I believe this
problem, like other problems, will form a good basis for our
interaction. We have made good progress. in Nagornc-Karabakh, and
I thank you for your message after the meeting of the Presidents
of Azerbaijan and Armenia. I would also like to inforxrm you about
my meeting with President Mubarak of Egypt. On April 27, he was
in Moscow, and we had a lengthy discussion about .the Middle East
problem. ° I believe that the initiative they have proposed’
together with Jordan is a good one. This initiative would form a
basis for the settlement, at least for a cessation of violence,
although we know it has already been a long conflict, and it will
be very difficult to find a solution within a very short time.
We expect scon a visit from the Tsraeli Foreign Minister and
later probably a visit by the President of Syria to Moscow. I
believe this ig one of the problems we should address together.
I believe we could make a joint contribution towards finding a
solution to the Middle Bast. If we could have a meeting it would
be very good, as I could tell you about the responses of the
people I mentioned. If not, I shall call you and tell you about
these meetings. Anyway,\I thank you for this call, and I wish
you ‘all the best. TSy

7N

The President: Thank you, Mr. President. I am'so honored to
have talked to you today. In my speech today, I will make it
clear that Russia is not an enemy; it is a country that we need’
( to talk and ‘cooperate with. Our conversation today proves my
© point. We will work together on the Middle East. "I thank you

B w5 10 5 o i g v e 2 w “
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for your update. You are playing a very useful

( the people in the Middle East are grateful that
with them. I hope our schedules will permit us
as possible. I am very much looking forward to
for taking my call. T&

President Putin: Thank you, Mr. pPresident, ‘and
you and yocur family. (U)

role, and I know
you are working
to meet as soon
it. Thank you

all the best for

The President: Thank you, Mr. President, and we will see you

soon. (U)

i

-- End of Conversation @ --

CONPEBBRTFRE
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Q THE WHITE HOUSE
' WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telcon with the President of Russia (U}

PARTICIPANTS : . . The President
President Putin

Ihterpré:er: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Don‘Gentile, Bob Schubert, Jill
Sandler, Joel Ehrendreich

DATE, TIME July 6, 2001, 10:58 - 11:07 a.m., EDT
AND PLACE: Kennebunkport, Maine '

" The President: Yes. (U)

(— - President Putin: Mr. President, I would like to greet you but I
-don’t know what time it is. (U}’ '

The President: It is 11:00 in the morning. (U)

Pregident. Putin: I would like to congratdlate you on your
birthday, Mr. President. (U)

The President: Thank you; thank you. (U)

- President Putin: And I would also like to wish you all the
-personal well-being and success for the benefit of your country.
I would also like to congratulate you on Independence Day. I'm
still recalling cur meeting in Ljubljana. I must say that I was
quite satisfied and this event was met very positively by the

" general public in Russia. Now, we are awaiting the delegation of
your Secretaries of Commerce and Finance here, and also Dr. Rice
very much. I think that during their visit here we will develop
all of the positive steps which were made during our meeting in
Ljubljana. I have already made a decision on constituting two.

1

B e s e i
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. .groups,_as'we agreed, from the foreign ministry and defense

L ministry, to centinue our talks on the basis of strategic
stability arrangements. Also, I await with impatience the
possibility of meeting you in Genoca and think this will be
another good opportunity. Mr. President, this is all I wanted to
say. I don't want te take too much of your time. This was just
a call to congratulate you on your birthday. & '

The President: Mr. President, first of all, from now on you
should call me George, even though I’'m one-day-older George.
Secondly, I'm so honored to take your phone call, thank ycu. And

. thank you for your note on our Independence Day. I, too, felt
our meeting was an excellent meeting. And many in my country
were pleased to see two new leaders so w1111ng to seek new
ground. And I think many nervous people in Eurcpe took a deep
sigh of relief when they saw that you and I.had established a
warm relationship. Secondly, I do want to express my nation’s
and my personal condolences for the lives that were lost in
Siberia. My thoughts are with the families of the victims. I
told Evans and O'Neill and Condi Rice that they must work hard to
build on the level of respect that we started. There’'s so much
we can do when we work tcgether. I do think we need to .work
harder on Irag. I was disappointed we weren’'t able to reach an
accord, and I hope Secretary Powell and Foreign Minister Ivanov

( can continue to discuss this. If we work together, we can find a

smart sanctions plan that will benefit the people of Irag and
also make sure commercial interests in Russia are not disrupted.
And finally, it seems, I hope that the cease-fixe holds in the
Balkans. I know you’'re very interested in that area. And
Macedonia, this is another area where Ivanov and Secretary Powell
need to continue a dialog. I'm really looking forward to our
meeting in Italy. I know we can advance and continue to make
history. And so, I want to thank you again for your kind phone
call on my birthday. I’'m with my family, and I'm looking forward
"to telling them that you were the first world leader to call me

on my birthday. | b(6) |
| b(6) |
| b(6) | So, thank you for calling, my
friend. TS ; ‘
President Putin: Thank you so much, George. And all the best to
you and your family. I will see you in Italy. (U} '
The President: Yes sir. Your English is getting very good. (U)
President Putin: Thank you. Goodbye. (uy

The President: Thanks and goodbye. (U)

-- End of Conversaticn --

~CONEERENPFA
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' THE WHITE HOUSE
( ‘ WASHINGTON

MEMCORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATiON

SUBJECT : : Telcon with Russian President Vladimir Putin
(m '
PARTICIPANTS: The President

President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko
Notetaker: Rob Williams, EBEd Padinske, - -Tina
Yarmchuk, Bob Riley and Tom Robertson

' DATE, TIME September 10, 2001, 7:40 - 7:51 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office : :
< The President: Good morning, Vladimif. (u) - N
\ President Putin: I am very glad to hear from you. (U)

The President: Oh yes, good, thank you. Listen, I wanted to
‘call and touch base with you on a couple of matters. I'm
looking forward to a good discussion in Shanghai. And,
Vladimir, I hope the Shanghai meeting will be one in which we
can have some good detailed discussions about .lots of issues,
all aiming at some point in time, in Washington or Crawford,
about getting a new strategic relationship and framework, not
only on defense but also on economic, cultural, and other
matters. And finally, I know there’s been lots of voices coming
from Washington, lots of officials in my Administration. So I'm
going to write a letter that’s coming to you.just as fast as I
can draft and send it that will begin to outline in detail and
'in specifics ‘where I think we can go to make agreement cn a wide
variety of issues. One thing that I won’'t be able to put in the
letter, but we' 11 talk about it face to face, ig the number of .
offensive nuclear weapons we can reduce in our arsenal. I told
you I would get you a level, and I hope to get you the total
number sooner rather than later. In summary, and I know I'm
talking too much, I heard of your discussion with Condi on some

( special matters, and I hope, my friend, that we can get. down to
TORFIDENTTAD
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2 geod work. I stand by my hope that we can forge a new
( ~ relationship that can lead the rest of the world, and I look
forward to, seeing you. M - ‘ )

President Putin: Excellent. Well, George, first and foremost,
I would like to congratulate you on the end of your holiday and
on coming back to the office. Our national television on
various channels was showing several times the way you were
having rest and relaxation, and I hope it was an excellent
holiday. (U) :

The President: Thank you. (U}

President Putin: At least you looked happy. On the whole, I
would like to say this, we are satisfied with the way the
relationship is developing. We think things are good on the

~econcmic front, and as agreed in October we are looking forward
tc welcoming the delegation of business leaders led by Secretary
of Commerce Evans as agreed between you and me. As you are
aware, I recently have received Sharon in Moscow. sl

" The President: Yes. =

.( . President Putin: And we have some things to discuss on that
subject also. There is also one other issue I would' like to

touch base on with you, and I would like you to keep it to you,
‘and the media should not know. It‘'s not a pleasant issue.
Yesterday during a terrorist act, Masoocd, the head of the
Northern Alliance in ‘Afghanistan, was murdered. The people from
the Northern Alliance are still keeping it close to their chest,
and they are going to make it public in a day or two. ‘It may
complicate the situation in Afghanistan a lot.  We have a
working group meeting on Octobexr 30 to November 1. So I would
like to ask you therefore if we could move up this meeting. And
I would like you to talk to your people there in your office.
because 1 believe we must have an identical response to this
terrorist act so that the Taliban has no hope of breaking out of
isolation as a result. (6L

The President: 1’11 have Condi call Rushaylo on that as soon as
possible. [ ‘ -

President Putin: Thank you, that would be excellent.
Consultations on issues of strategic capabilities are
progressing well. Frankly speaking, there’'s no discernible
movement forward, however, consultations are going fine and I
( believe we could end up with some results during the Shanghai

-CONPITDENTIAE
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/ meeting. Just like you have said, I'm looking forward to -seeing
( you there because there are some things I'd like to say eye to
eye, and 1'd like to thank you for calling me now. T

The President: Good, thanks, Vladimir. And if there’s -anything
on your mind before our meeting, just give me a call. I didn't
want the relationship to drift. That’s why I gave you a call. _
I think about it a lot. You’re a practical.man and so am I. If
you have thoughts, I‘d like to hear them. -In the meantime, I
hope you're well. Thanks for your comments on the ranch. I'm
just cleaning it up so when you come I’'ll be ready to host you.
ey ‘

President Putin: Thank you so much. I‘m looking forward to our
vigit, It is always my pleasure to discuss things with you on
‘the phone and eye to eye, and therefore I believe that I am at’
your disposal, and I'1l take the liberty that if I have things
to say, I'll give you a call. T&

~ The President: Thank you, sir. - (U)
President Putin: Thank you. Good-bye. (u)
( _ o | 1 -- End of ' Conversation o
CONPEBENEAR
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| _ THE WHITE HOUSE
( , _ WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATICN
SUBJECT: ' Telcon with Russian President Putin (U)

PARTICIPANTS : The President
‘ President Putin

Interpreter: -Peter'ﬁfanasenko.

Notetakers: Don Gentile, Jill Sandler, Marcy

Caler
DATE, TIME . September 12, 2001, 9:35 - 9:40 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

o The President: Vladimir, thank you for calling. If I sound like
( I'm in a hurry, I am. I have a top level security meeting
starting now. I’d like to speak to you later on today when we
have more time, at your convenience. Let me say two things
guickly. -You were the first leader to call yesterday. Thank you
for that. Secondly, I believe our country is in a state of war.
We're fighting a faceless coward. It’'s a new kind of war. And I .
believe the world needs to cooperate and I look forward to
working with you, Sir. And I look forward to having the
opportunity to work together in a new spirit and to show the
world that freedom-loving pecple like you and me can unite .
against these cowards. The reason I am in a rush is that we
believe there will be further attacks and I need to prepare the
.pation for that. So, if you don’t mind, I‘d like to call you
back at your convenience before you go to sleep tonight so that
we can talk a bit more before your. visit. ) :

President Putin: Good, George, agreed. I'm at your disposal. T
can tell you, by the way, that I have signed a decree that at

12 noon tomorrow, Russia will be having a minute of silence for
the dead to show solidarity with you. All flags will be at half-
mast and all. entertainment functions will be stopped. ™™

‘The President: ‘Thank you, friend. sY

~CoNPFERNTINT
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_ President Putin: And I can only fully agree with you that, after

( such acts of terror, we must draw proper conclusions and launch

‘ acts of cooperation and become closer together. I'm fully with
you and looking forward to hearing from you tonight. &)

The Presidént: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: And I can also say that, in conclusion, that
our relationship has shown, between you and me, that although the
situation is extremely difficult, I'm sure you and your team will
triumph. I'11 hear from you later. (8) :

The President: Yes. Thank you, friend. Geod-bye. (NN

President Putin: Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversaticn --

4 '\‘ -
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‘ .' : .~ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

" MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: | Telcon with President Putin of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: - The President
' " President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Tom Hall, Andy Green, Stacey

Mulligan
DATE,'TIME ‘ November 8, 2001, 7:44 - 7:59 a.m. EST

"AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Good morning. (U)

President Putin: Good morning, Mr. President. (U)

The President: Hey, Vladimir, how are you? . (U)

- President Putin: Excellent. I decided to call yéu just to talk
about the key issues we are going to talk about in Washington.

TS
-The President: Oh, good. Thank you for calling. I'm confident
we're going to have a good trip. I’'m locoking forward to it. (U)

Pregident Putin: . It seems to be a more optimistic time than when
we met in Shanghai. We had a chance to talk with your Defense
Minister Rumsfeld. And if I heard him correctly, it sounds like
things will be finalized with the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Igor Ivanov. Now, the main thing is not to have anything
added. It seems to me that we have options on all issues we have
talked about till now, including the ABM Treaty. I hope-that you
and I will discuss these things when we meet personally. We have
information from your experts about your plans for missile
defense testing. I think the existing ABM Treaty should take
into account needed flexibility. 1In a year or two, taking that

COMEEBENT :
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flexibility into abcount, I think we can finish. It would be

good if we could say something specific at the conpletion of our
" meeting on weapons, and on our cooperation on counter-terrorism.

I sSee there are new people coming from you and the special
services for intelligence sharing. Weapons for the Northern
Alliance are decided. ' The Liming of some of this is of some
concern for the Tajiks. Alse, it has been confirmed by the
Northern Alliance that your latest air raids have beén very
successful. We are pushing the Northern Alliarnce to increase
their cooperation in operational planning and to begin actual
operations. I would be very happy to have some discussions with
you when we meet. ( <

The President: Yes, Vladimir. The First Lady and I are looking
forward to seeing you in Texas. 1 hope it’'s Okay if I can take
you to a small high school in my hometown in Texas. . I want
people ‘to see that you are a modern thinker and I want Yyou to see
Americans. M) '

President Putin: Okay. (U})

The President: Okay, good. Secondly, I have one concern.
First, before I express that, I'm confident we can make progress
Oon economic issues. I kncw I .am making great progress on ,
Jackson-Vanik in Congress. . We will talk about offensive weapons.
I am prepared to discuss numbers with you when you come., I think
one important subject that I want the world to know about, 1g the
new velationship between Russian and NATO. The one 'area of
concern I have isg our talks on strategic defenses. Regardless of
whether we agree or not on the ability to test freely, I will
never do anything to put you in an .awkward position here in
America. P

We have -two options. On the one hand, you and I can agree that
America can test freely and without any restrictions, and we will
share information with you. And, in return for the freedom to
test, we will agree to stay within the AEM Treaty with you for a
period of time. If, on the other hand, it‘s impossible for you,
for whatever reason, to allow us to test freely, my conly option
will be to withdraw from the ABM Treaty at a later date, so we
can begin testing after a six-month period, and we will continue
to work to see if we can't reach an agreement. But I promise you
that I will not embarrass you. I will not put you in an’ awkward
position should we not be able to reach an accord on testing. We
can say.in Washington and Crawford we are continuing to work to
make sure that each party’s concerns are represented. &)

Eraciaa
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I hope you will think through these two .options. I will tell
Colin Powell to talk this through with Igor and we will continue
to talk through this. I think this is a great cpportunity for
us. It gives us a chance to continue to test and extend the
treaty. I think we can discuss this if you like when you come.
Nevertheless, I think we will haveé a great visit. I can’t wait

to see you. (M

Pregident Putin: George, we shall see; I'll think about it. I
. thought I would like to repeat that I have optimism with regard
"to all issues, including ABM. And maybe it may seem, at first
glance, that nothing is changing in our positicn, but there are.
nuances that I would like to discuss with you personally when I

come to Washington. We have several opticons. All of them are
good. I wish all the best toc you and I lcocok forward to seeing
you in Washington and Texas. IS ' )

The President: Vladimir, when you come to Texas, make sure you
bring casual clothes. It will be very informal. And also, bring
walking shoes, exercise shoes, so we can go for long walks on the
ranch. (U) '

‘President Putin:. Okay, thank you. (U}

The President: Thank you. Good-bfé. (U)

President Putin: Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --

BRERBE-
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| THE WHITE HOUSE
o ‘ WASHINGTON
\ -

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CCNVERSATION
SURJECT : Telcon with'President of Russia (U)
PARTICIPANTS : The President

President Putin o '
Notetakers: Clark Lystra, Jill Sandler,

Andy Green
DATE, TIME  December 19, 2001, 07:38 - 07:46 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: Oval Office
The President: Good morning Vladimir. (U)

President Putin: George, hello. . It’s very good to hear ybur
voice. (U) : - '

The President: Thank 'you. ‘I wanted to call to talk about a

{ couple of things, one thing in particular. First, I want to wish
RN you and -your family -a great holiday and Merry Chrlstmas (U)
. President Putin: Thank you very much. I w1sh a Merry Christmas
to you and your wife and your daughters. Please give my regards -
to them all. (U) _ C
: ' ; : v : 3 :
The President: Thank you. We're going back to the ranch the day
after Christmas. It will be the first time I've been there since
you visited, (U) : '
Pregident Putin: It’s a good place to rest. (U]
The President: Secondly, thank you, Vladimir, for how you
‘handled our recent discussions, our international - dzscu551on, on
the ABM treaty. - You kept your word.
President Putin: As wé had agreed, we followed. I can tell you
frankly, Y still don't understand the reasons you wanted to do
that, but if you feel it is in the interests of the United
States, we have to work out a line acceptable to both of us. (8
The President: That’s what I wanted to assure you of. .Not every
/ leader keeps his woxrd like you did. In this line of work, you
L SRoRBE
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hear one thing when people intend to do another. I appreciate
( _ that. I assure you that I intend to keep my word and codify a

new agreement. I want our peocple tO work hard with your people
to come up with a new agreement on offensive weapons, as well as
defensive weapons, if possible. And I think it is very,
important, Vladimir, that after New Year's, as time goes on, you
and I need to discuss this issue as well as others to make sure
progress is made. I feel like Colin Powell, Igor Ivanov, Don

' Rumsfeld, Sergei Ivanov, and Condi Rice, have all got great
relations with each other, and I-think that it is very important
for us to continue to have an honest and open relationship. I
think we have the ingredients to reach a new agreement. and
finally, one thing I want to confirm is that we will work hard
immediately after the New Year to get rid of Jackson-Vanik, and
then we can work on other economic. projects as well. So Merry
Christmas friend, and thank you. - fs) '

President Putin: Géorge, thank you for this call. I am now
having lunch with all the leaders of the regions of Russia and
they also wish you a Merry Christmas. (U)

The President: Thank you, sir. (U)

President Putin: I will give them your congratulations, on your
behalf. (U] :

The President: Please, thank you. - {U)

president Putin: And, indeed, we have good personal relations
not only between us, but between members of cur team and I am
- very glad to hear that. I think we should start preparations for
your visit to Moscow. [® - ‘ : ‘ :

The President: Yés. (U}

president Putin: And I bélieve that if we can reach an’
agreement, then a visit to Moscow will help with practical

issues. s

The Presideﬁt: Yes. (U)

President Putin: And once agaiﬁ, I wish you a ﬁappy New Year and
‘Merry Christmas and all the best. We will maintain contact. (U]
The President: fes‘sir. Thank you, Vladimir. (U)

President Putin: Thank you so much. Goodbye. (U)

The President:  Goodbye. (U)

-~ . End of Conversation -
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_ THE WHITE HOUSE
( . ' T WASHINGTON

'MEMOKANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : Telcon with Russian President Vladimir Putin
' () : :
© PARTICIPANTS : “The President

President ‘Putin

Interpreter: Nick Sorokin ‘
'Notetakers: David Mathews, Pon Gentile, and
Marcy Caler ' ' '

DATE, TIME Decenber .26, 2001, 1:38 - 1:40 p.m. EST
AND PLACE: Crawford, Texas ‘
The President: Good afternoon Vladimir. (U}

(. President Putin: Georgé, hello. (U)

' The President: How are you today? (U)

President Putin: Thank you, very good, Mr.‘Pfésident.' (U)

The Pregident: Thank you s0 much Viadimir. I ‘loved your letter =
and thank you for your ppone call, (&

Presidént Putin: George, I have no other matters to deal with.
On behalf of my family, and myself, I simply want to send my"
wishes to you, your wife, and children for the coming new year.

N

- The. President: Well, thank you very much, Vladimir. (U)

President Putin: My regards to the American people. (U)

The President: Thank you 80 much.. Listen, we are going to have
a great year next year. I look forward to.working with you and
talking with you. It is going to be a great year. (U)

( CONETROMNT TAT
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President Putin: We shall make arrangements for your visit, and
¢ T wish you all the best. (U)

The President: All right, thank you Vladimir. Good-bye. .(U)

President Putin: Good-bye. (U]

-~ End of Conversatibn i,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : "Telcon with President of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
; ' Pregident Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakefs: Brad Mymatt, Bocb Schubert,
o Tom Hall, Thomas Robertson

DATE, 'TIME February 5, 2002, 7:37 - 7:57 a.m., EST

AND PLACE: . Oval Office
The President: Vladimir, good morning. (U)
‘President Putin: Good afternoon, George,. (u)

The President: How are you doing, sir? I just wanted to call
and check in. Thank you for sending your Prime Minister here.
We had a very good visit. '

President Putin: Thank you. Thank you for receiving him. (U)

The President: I wanted to tell you what I told him. Cne, I am

really looking forward to going to Moscow. It is going to be a & -

highlight of my Presidency. Secondly, I do want to have some
constructive papers to sign starting with our mutual desire to
come up with a paper to codify our offensive agreement. I also
want to tell you that we are working hard to get rid of Jackson-
Vanik. That would be a very positive thing to declare while I am
on your soil. And I hope, by the time we get there, that it is
very clear to the world that our desires for a NATO-at-20 have
been achieuved. It -is clear that what you and I discussed, and
what you and Tony Blair have discussed has become a.reality for

- NATO. And finally, I hope that we are able to make some very .

positive statements about our econcmic relationship. I want to
congratulate you on your continued progress on your economy. I

" hope that we can continue to push hard for continued cooperation
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on the economic front. I think that would be a very important

L message for both our countries. And then, I am also looking. -

' ' forward to having the Afghanistan werking group. Your guys are

. coming here to work with Armitage. It’s important to move

forward there. I told Mr. Karzai, when I saw him, that I would
mention to you that I am confident Russia and Afghanistan can set .
up a good relationship. He wants to have relations with Russia.
I told Karzail that he needs tc get to know you, as I found you to
be a good man. He is a good man. Anyway, that is why I am
calling, friend, and also to hear your voice. (T

President Putin: George, thank you very much for calling, and to
be frank myself, I missed talking to you and I wanted to call
you. I followed very intensively on the television your :
statements to Congress, your State of the Nation Address. I also
read it carefully and I would like to congratulate you on this
-statement. It was, of course, a major event in the life of your
country, and I would like to say the speech made a great
impression both in terms of content and emotion. (&

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: Although, some things that were mentioned raise
doubts among diplomats. We have discussed a lot with you, and we

(‘ ~have talked a lot about Irag. And, weé have discussed various
financial arrangements and mechanisms that have to do with Iraqg.
You kncw, perhaps, that I dlscussed these preblems at length with
Chancellor Schroeder. The Germans appear to have a number of
ideas concernlng the establishmeéent of a financial pool to assist
Russia in eliminating chemical and nuclear weapons, to strengthen
security in arms control, and environmental protection. And if
you maintain your position, that you have not changed it, I would
ask that you give .instructions to your Ministry of Finance people
to get in touch with our Mlnlstry of Finance people

The Pre51dent: I would be glad to do that, Vladlmlr R

‘President Putin: Thank you, George. And I think that we need to
give a boost to our experts to push hard and prepare the
documents that you suggested on cffensive arms agreements. This
will get our experts, our specialists, military and civilian, to
maintain cantacts and work hard on this. There is one problem
‘here that I would like to draw your attention to. I am under the
impression that this important issue you referred to, Russia-NATO
‘relations, is marking time, so to speak. And-I have a feeling
that without further impetus, further impulse from the President
of the United States, we wilil not be able to move in that area.
Of course the Blair initiative, I think, will not be EPOLgh

( without ycu expressing firmly your 9051C1on as the leading nation
of the Western Bloc. There are some probléms with the smaller
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nations, but we have to work hard to eliminate those concerns. I
( think that we could succeed in that; however, without your firm
" " position I do-not think that we will be able to move any further
on this issue before your trip. M

The President: Yes, Vladimir‘ Let me say that I hope, prior to
my arrival, we have got something very positive with NATO-at-20.
'I think, first of. all, you need to know Russia‘’s role with NATO
is a very important part for our foreign policy mix, it'’s
important for our bilateral relations, but also for NATO and how
it works with Russia. This is an. important initiative, and I
will again turn up the heat, not only on our peoplé at NATO, but
with Secretary Powell, who I will talk to in about an hour. - I
will push to get this thing done. It is a prlorlty of mlne, and
I know it is a priority of yours. R&

President Putin:  Everybody is ncw watching,-looking at the
United States’ position on.this issue. There is something I did
not want ‘to say at this point, particularly over the phone, but
some partners believe that we should not do this, or go this way,
because entering into this agreement on NATO-at-20 we will help
breathe new life into NATO. And, of course, there are some other.
pecple, on the other hand, that say by establishing these
arrangements, there will be a threat .of NATO destabilizing from

# ‘ inside. Of course, this is not true, but we have to find some

'( golden means. Anyway, without a clear and firm position by the
United States, it will be impossible to resolve the issue.’  We
would like to see it resolved as soon as possible. A couple of"
words on another issue, and I am referring to the economic issue.
I think our relations on this are going fairly well. I have read
with great interest the energy strategy, as prepared by Vice
President Cheney, and we will actively consider this initiative.
It is very promising. And, of course, we do hope very much that
the Jackson-Vanik can be revoked before your arrival, as well as
the market economy question. As regards to Mr. Karzai, we are
prepared to support him actively. I gave proper instructions to
my Foreign. Minister Ivanov, to invite Mr, Karzai to Moscow. We
are ready to develop relaticns with Afghanistan, and we will
extend all the necessary political support to Xarzai and his
government, and we will also try to encourage our companies, the
business community, to cooperate on Afghanistan, so we can
provide scmé sort of economic support, although not of a large
scale to Mr. Karzai's government. So, that is what I would like
to tell you. I8} ' ' ' '

. The President: Okay, Vladlmlr, I hear you loud and clear and I
understand completely. We will have further conversations before
my -arrival. I am confident we will have a great visit, but we

( ‘ want to have concrete results of our relationsghip that will show

SR
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‘ the world we have a platférm for strengthéning peace. So thank
( ~ you for your phone call, and give your family my best. &

President Putin: Thank you, George. Thank you for calling. We
- saw Laura during your statement in Congress and I must tell you
she looked great, so please give her greetings from me and .
Lyudmila. We are looking forward to geeing you in Moscow and
St. Petersburg. We think that it will be a great internatiocnal
event, of strategic character, and we will do everything we can
to project this historic visit. (& . ‘ :

The President: Thank you. God bless. (U}

/

President Putin: Thank you, George. Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --

CORPIBENTIAD
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THE WHITE HOUSE
o 4 " WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION .
SUBJECT: . Telcon with President of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Tina Yarmchuk, Dave Mathews,
Leslie Radcliff, and Ed Padinske :

DATE, TIME March 27, 2002, 7:10 - 7:37 a.m., EST
~ AND PLACE: Oval Office
The President: Vladimir, good morning. (U)
(“ President Putin: Good morning. (U)

The President: Listen, first of all, I wish you a great Easter
holiday. Right after my conversation, I leave for the ranch,
which will bring back many fond memories of our time there. M

President Putin: Thank you very much. First of all, I‘'m very
glad to hear from you. We have nice recollections of our stay at

the ranch. ()

The President: Yes. (U)

President Putin: However, this time I'm not going to be too
jealous because I‘m at Lake Baikal in ‘the mountains in Siberia,

[ b(6) ] N

The President: Fantastic. Listen, I want to talk gquickly about
two things. First, I want you to know I believe we’'re making
good progress on the issue of the offensive weapons. We listened
closely to what Sergey Ivanov had to say. We talked internally
about your concerns about the response force issue. _Igor Ivanov
and Colin will be meeting next week, and I believe we have made
substantial progress, and we will continue to work hard to meet
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both of our needs, and I believe that we will end up with an

( agreement that will please both of us. I understand the
difference between a virtual treaty and a real treaty. We will
work hard to make sure it’s real, not virtual. Secondly, we do
have a problem on chickens. I hope you know about it. I urge
you, friend, to find a way out on this issue.- There is a
memorandum of understanding that is being negotiated, and we've
got to push hard to get that memorandum of understanding on
chickens completed guickly so that we can pursue other items.
This is not a quid pro quo, but I‘'ve got problems with my
Congress, like you have in relations with your Duma. They're
looking for an excuse for this not to go forward, and we’ve got
to get this solved. This is a serious problem. It affects
38 states. We'’ve got to get it resolved, to work hard to get it
off the agenda. I know we can get it resolved if you work on
your agricultural people to get this resolved quickly. I'll do
what I have to on my side to get rid of this issue quickly. Our
Congress comes back in nine days, and we have to work on a lot of
other things for the Summit in Ru951a And that’s what I was
calling about. &

PreSident Putin: Regardless of the reason for this conversation,
I am glad to hear your voice. (U)

L™

(' The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: I am glad the situation in the United States is
developing well, and your position has been strengthened. And I

am in absolute agreement with your assessment .of our work in the

area of offensive arms. sy

The President: Good. . (U)

President Putin: We have meetings of experts on the way.
Minister Ivanov will meet with Secretary Powell. Mr. Mamedov is
meeting with experts, too. There is another meeting in Moscow.
We hope that by your visit, we will have finalized the necessary
documents. :

The President: Good. ' (U)

President Putin: Also, our cooperation in fighting terrorism is
developing not badly at all. Our experts from special services
and the procuracy have been to Guantanamo Bay in Cuba where the
captives are being held. . It turns out that good American
professionals are working there. And they have good professional
contacts. with each other. I want you to know about this. &\

( The President: I'm very pleased as well. (U)

CONFFDENETAN
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( President Putin: As far as the Russian relationship with NATO,
there is development in your position, and this is a good
message. ' '

The President: Good. (U)

President Putin: Now about the second question you asked. I
have to tell you that we are both miserable people. We have to
deal with nuclear security, with terrorism, and poultry.
Frankly, I haven’'t looked into this issue deeply yet: myself
because the government has been involved in this. I will divulge
a great secret to you. The opinions in the government split
‘right away. And our Minister of the Economy was very critical of
" the decision from the beginning, and they established contact.
So far, U.S. and Russian experts met in Moscow. The last thing
we want to do is to add political dimension to this issue. I'm
generally aware of the situation. Our Minister of Agriculture is
lobbying for the domestic producers of these products. . However,
a full ban on poultry imported from the United States will bring
about a rise in market consumer prices, which is very bad for us.
It is not in our interests to ban the imports of poultry. And in
terms of the Ministry of Agriculture lobbying for, Russian
agricultural producers, I am critical of the reasons they

(’ suggest. -

United States and Russian experts have drafted a protocol which
included twelve items which the suppliers have to meet. And we
have accepted most of them except two or three items. The first
item has to do with fake certificates. United States experts
claim there were no such fake documents, and at the same time,
they reported that three criminal cases are being investigated in
the United States itself about fake documents. Also, some
certificates were issued for beef; however, the company was
exporting poultry. And our veterinary doctors demand that the
enterprises that have been reported as violating the regulations
should be excluded from the supply list. The third condition is
to install total veterinary control. In St. Petersburg, there
are 298 containers that have been discovered toc contain
salmonella. And even experts from the Russian Government who
were critical from the beginning, some of them came to me and
told me this is inadmissible. They are critical of the situation
now. However, this should not be used to add political damage to
our trade relationship. Of course, attempts to do so have been
made in error. Decisions that have been taken so far have been
under the control of the Russian Prime Minister. And I am ready
to request our experts to go to the United States to finalize and
agree upon the issues that have not been agreed upon. T&
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The President: That’s very important. These details you and I
( can spend hours talking about. I wanted you to know this is a
serious mattexr. It’s causing me political problems, which means
it’s causing you political problems. Need to press our experts
to solve it, if you don’t mind, if you push hard, and 1’11 push
hard and maybe we can do it. #8) '

_President Putin: Yes, however, I would like to ask you on your.
part to push your poultry producers. W& ;

The President: We will. There is a Memorandum of Understanding
that solves these problems. This is a political problem. The
reason I'm calling is that I had to bring this. to your level. I
want to assure you this is a problem because it’s Congress that
has to vote on Jackson-Vanik. I know it’s hard to understand.

If you can get this Memorandum of Understanding complete, it will
make my task easier so that I can have deliverables for you in
Moscow. (W)

President Putin: George, I would like you to understand me.
It’s a problem for me, too. Look, I don’t know whether this
poultry is contaminated of not, and our veterinarians say it is.
It’'s been disseminated in the media, and if we send it to the
~markets tomorrow, the people will say we’'re trying to poison the
(‘ population. (&)

The President: The question is how we get beyond this immediate
problem of the current poultry (shipment); we can deal with
future shipments, it seems to me. (4]

President Putin: For this reason,  we should be accepted into the
WTO.. And Jackson-Vanik should be lifted. _NN.

The President: We are with you on that; Listen, I've got to go.
I've got to catch my plane. Have a great Easter, have fun
skiing, and I will talk to you. (™ '

President Putin: Georgé, just one moment before you run away.
(U) i

The President: Okay. (u)

President Putin: The Jackson-Vanik Amendment has to do with
Jews, not poultry. (W

The President: The problem is that I'm relying on Senators who
vote that have chickens in their state. It’s hard to understand,
but it’s pure American politics. (W
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President Putin: I have one question: not a question,; some

| information. I didn’t want to link these two problems, and I
don’t want our governments to link these problems. The United
States has decided to limit the steel imports in violation of the
1990 agreement. In real terms, this will bring about the' closing
of several steel mills in Russia. Our Ministers of Economy are
talking about this, and the U.S. Department of Trade has already
made some concessions to us. [

The President: As I understand, roughly 80 percent of the steel
is exempt from the measures, and I did that on purpose, Vladimir,
to make sure we didn’'t affect your steel industry significantly.

=

President Putin: The hot-rolled steel is very important for us.
Another question has to do with your upcoming visit. We are
preparing for your stay, and I want you to enjoy it. =

The President: I can’t wait to go. (W

President Putin: I really want you to en]oy the trip, and I want
you to have a friendly, warm time. TS

The President: Good, thanks. (U)

( President Putin: You have already mentioned security.‘ I would
like you to stay overnight with us. We would be very happy about
- & s ' :
The President: Love to, we would be honored. (U)

President Putin: . We are looking forward to it. We are really
glad to receive you, and I would like to reciprocate your very
'human gesture when you invited me to the ranch.

The President: Thank you very much (U)

President Putin: We have two houses that are located close to
each other. They are separated by a winter garden. One of the’
houses is a guest house with two bedrooms, and it is fully

equipped. &L

The President: That sounds fantastic. ™=

President Putin: We would be happy to see you and your spouse.

(U)

The President: We look forward:to that a‘lot.. L think we®ll ;
( have a good Summit. We’ll get this chicken issue solved, and in

the meantime, | b(6) ] & :
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( President Putin: Thank you, George. (U)

The President: Thank you. Good-bye. (U)

President Putin: Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION -
SUBJECT: '~ Telcon with President of Russia

PARTICIPANTS: The President
‘ President Putin

Notetakers: Don Gentile, Jill Sandler,

Jeff Houle
DATE, TIME April 2, 2002, 10:15-10:31 a.m. EST
‘AND PLACE: Oval Office -

The President: Good merning, Vladimir.. (U)

President Putin: (In English) Good mdrning, George. (1)

' The President:. How are you sir? (U)

(‘ - President Putin: (In English) Very gobd, how are you? (U)

'The President: I'm great. I'm a little worried about the Middle
East but pleased and thankful for your hard work on the chickens.
Thank you, sir ( . . , ,

President Putin: Are you in Crawford or in Washington?  (U)

The President: I'm in Washington. (U)

President Putin: Actually, I hope youAhave.had good rest. (U)

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: I have two issues to.discuss. The first
relates to what we discussed in the conversation of March 27, and
the official message of March 29, and all things about U.S. ‘
‘poultry. And, as we agreed, the urgent steps were taken to
resolve the issue as soon as possible. Actually, your experts
did a very good job. And as a result, this joint protocol was
signed to remove any problems. And now, it's very important that
the U.S. would act as soon as possible to implement the steps.
The protocol creates a good basis to resolve the problem in the
near future. And, I paid special attention to your proposal,
your idea to establish a permanent joint commission on the issues
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~ for foodstuff safety: I do bélieve it’s a very good proposal,

( and we are considering it, and I will inform you cf our decision
very scon. And actually, I do believe that our agreement will
reduce the teénsion of this situation and -contribute to resolving
problems in the economic sphere, including abolition of the
Jackson-Vanik amendment. T .

and also, very active work is being done and progress is being
made on further reductions of offensive weapons and the
declaration on the new strategic relations. We have already
submitted our additicnal proposals in this regard and are waiting
for these to be discussed at the meetings wlth Ivanov and Powell
on Aprll 10 and 11. el

Now, the main thing, actually,- this is exactly what I wanted to
talk te you about. Maybe you know that Prime Minister Berlusconi
is now my guest and just one minute ago I said, “Good-bye” to
‘him, and he told me to give hlS best regards to you. (s

The. President: Thanks. M{U}

President Putin: And actually, we have a proposal. It is about

the preparation and signature and launch of Russia-NATO at-20.

And if everything is okay, if God favors us, you will be here in
<n‘ Moscow 23-25 May. And, as far as I know you have plans to visit

European countries, to visit Chirac, Germany perhaps. But, you
know anyway, if you could stay one more day in Burope, we could
meet in Rome in order to organize the Russian-NATO summit and
launch these mechanisms. And actually, it would be good for me
if we resolved it before the NATO summit in Prague. This would
reduce the tension and pressure in my country so it would be very
good to do before the Prague summit. And, actually, my
impression -is that this would be good for Mr. Berlusconi because
he is in a difficult political situation, under great pressure
from his left, good to shift the internal political tension to
.other affairs and show the . importance of Italy in the
International arena. I don’'t know, actually, it‘s up to you. I
would think this would be acceptable to you. In any way, you
know better but such a step of launching of this 20 mechanism
would be very good, a logical result and a nice finish to your
European tour, and this would be a very good stop for your
European tour. Actually, what do you think of this? T8l

The President: Let me give it some thought, Vladimir. I'm very
much in favor of at-20 to satisfy some of your concerns. And I'm
glad we’'re making progress in this. So I'll take a"'good look at
it and get back with you. Secondly, I want to thank you again
for your work cn the poultry issue. We made excellent progress
where your leadershlp made a difference. ' This is a good model on |
( how we can solve economic issues, and we will move quickly on the
: ‘ -implementation of the protoceol. Finally, I am very pleased we
are making progress on .strategic-relations. Accordlng to.what

| CONRERENETAE ‘
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: Colin Powell has told me, we have a document that is bracketed,

( ' and we just have to work out the language, and that is very

| ‘positive. . I think we're going to have an historic meeting, and I
look forward to it. I was talking to Condi about the details.
It is going to be an exciting trip for Laura and me, and I can't
wait to see you there. [N

President Putin: George, you know that I will be waiting for
you, and we’'ll go on with preparing your visit. And, please
think it over and I don’t need any immediate response from you.

T

. The President: Okay. (U)

President Putin: And, as far as I know, that regarding these
basic documents for Russia-NATO, they are nearly ready. The
basic points are agreed and the next step is the political
consent, but anyway, we want to make your visit historic and do
it as well as possible. And of course, we are also worried about:
what is going on in the Middle East and pay lots of attention-to
it. Unfortunately, this situation isn’'t developing faveorably for
Sharon. A lot of negative things are happening. For example,
one of the European priests became a victim. It’s very sad. .
- They seized an Orthodox church in Jerusalem. And, I am familiar
with your statement on the issue of Arafat. We share your
(— , approach,.and I believe you feel that we will COntinue working
" within .the framework of the four: Russia, U.S., UN, and EU.
And, maybe we should give instructions to the Russian Foreign
Office and Department of State to make a Russian-U.S. statement
to Arafat and Israel and if you think it advisable, we could
charge our foreign offices with it. Actually, that’s all I
wanted to tell you. Thank you. :

The President: Thanks. T, tco, am worried about the Middle -
East. But, I am getting criticized by people here who think I
somehow haven't solved the problem. And, I‘ll pass your ideas to
Colin Powell about a-joint statement or joint demarche. .I want
to thank you for your interest and concern on, this issue and your
support for finding a peaceful solution. Please give my best to
your family. (= '

President Putin: (In English) Thank you. All the best for you
and your family. {U) ;0 :

The President: Okay, talk to you soon. (U)

President Putin: (In English} Bye, bye. (U)

(. ‘ " -- End of Conversation --
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| THE WHITE HOUSE
( ' WASHINGTON

_‘MEMORANDUM QF ‘TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telcon with Presidéntﬂof'Russia (Ui

PARTICIPANTS: The President
' : " President Putin

Notetakerg: David Mathews, Andrew Greeh, and

Jeff Houle
DATE, TIME April 12, 2002, 07:25 - 07:43 a.m., EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

Thé President: Good morning, Vladimir. (U)

President Putin: Good afterncon, George. How are yocu? (U)

The President: -I'm fine, sir. Thank you for taking my call. I
-have three things to talk to you about this morning. First, I
(‘ ' thought about your suggestion of going to Italy and I accept.
. 2 Cbviously the discussions would be about NATO. After our phone
call I will inform Berlusconi that if you still want to go
forwdrd, I would be honcred to attend.’

President Putin: Thank you, I agree.' ™S

The President: Good. Secondly, the chicken issue, poultry, has
risen again and we must solve this. I must be honest with you.
I know you are frustrated. 1I'm frustrated. I think your
“Ministry of Agriculture has got some bureaucracy that doesn’t
want an agreement., We must work closely on this, friend. I
assure you, we have adhered to the protocol, and we want to get
this solved. 1 know you have designated your Prime Minister. 'I
urge you, Vladimir, to tell him, if you don’'t mind, that this’
‘must work, as opposed to allowing low-level people preventing it
from working. I know we can get this done. Believe me, our ‘
inspectors are good. If not, we would be shutting down plants

all over America. We don’'t want our people to eat lousy ,
chickens, and we don’'t want your people to eat lousy chickens.
That‘s all I have con the chickens.

‘President Putin: What's the third question? ™)

( ' Ry
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The pPresident: The third issue is this; we are making great

( progress in the strategic arms discussions, but we are stuck on
one point. That is, how to count the warheads. I‘'m no expert in
arms control speak, but it seems to me that it ought to be pretty
easy to count warheads. A warhead is a warhead. When I told you
that we would reduce our warheads to 1,700 to 2200, I meant that .
We weren't talking about launchers. We were talking about
warheads. I think you understocd. We are willing to have full
transparency. People can come and see what we have. Obviously,
there is. full trust between us, but if there is distrust between
our bureaucracies, then please come and count. We can't get
caught in a bureaucratic struggle about how to count. ‘I propose
getting it out of the experts hands and into high level channels.
I can designate me and you can designate yourself, or somebody at
a high level. I am confident we can have a good agreement.
Other than the Middle East, that’s all I have on my mind.

president Putin: Thank you George. Thank you for this call.
You. have disarmed me with your agréement to go to the meeting  in
- Rome. This problem with poultry, I want to resolve it as soon as
possible. There was a protocol that was agreed upon and more
_ than half of the issues in the protocol have been complied with
on the U.S: side. I believe that both of us have to press our
bureaucracies and I am sure we can solve this problem. S,

(- : The President:; Thank you. [&%

President Putin: There is one systemic problem I would like to
relay to you. I have been told that the veterinarian decisions
in the United States have‘transferred from the government to the
producers. That’s why there are a lot of mistakes. These
bureaucrats (chinovniki). This is the gystemic problem 1 am
talking about. This is the problem. SO as I said the right to
deal with the documentation has been transferred from the
government to the producers of poultry and this has been the _
source of the problem. I repeat that very soon we will get this
resolved. ‘ :

The President: Great, Vladimir, I'm sorry for interrupting, but
1 want to assure you that our inspectors are federal inspectors.
We don’t allow somebody to inspect themselves. There is a

federal inspection. I need to clear that up, because it is
important for you to understand that our standards are federally
enforced. :

President Putin: Airight, fine George. Let’s work on them. S

The President: Good. =

-CONFIDENTIAT"
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President Putin: We will demand that they fulfill their
( obligations. On my side, I will push my people and I ask that
' © you push your pecple, tco, so we get this resolved. &)

The President: Okéy._ 8y

President Putin: As far as the meeting on NATO, I believe this
is very important and I thank you once again for that. On about
the 28, we are gcheduled to meet with.the EU leadership for the ‘
EU-Russian Summit. T think I will talk to Aznar and we will glve
this meetlng priority. Because the Russia-NATO relationship is
very important and I think, for EBurope, this is global in nature.

The President: Yes. &)

Pregsident Putin: I would also like to thank vou for your support
during the hearings on repealing the Jackson-Vanik Amendment. = I
have been told that your administration representatives took a
very correct and tough position which is helpful. 0y

The President: Yes. &

President Putin: About the third issue, I am aware of the START
S problems. ‘I believe we will be able to overcome all this. We,
(_ ~ are .also scheduling consultations for the 23* or 24" with our’
experts, and also Minister Ivanov and Secretary Powell will be
meeting in Washington at the beginning of May to discuss this, as
well, I am convinced, in any event that we will find formulas
that will be acceptable to -both sides. I will also like to make
a final note about the positive work that we have done in terms
of our cooperation on the Middle East. I think Ivanov and Powell
have done a great job on that, and I am looking forward to our
meeting in Moscow. D&} ‘

The President: Good. You and I will need to continue our.

. discussions so that if our experts, who don’'t want an agreement,
bog this down we can get this unstuck. That’s what leadexs are
supposed to do. Secondly, as to NATO, I lock forward to a good
meeting. You need to know the reason I decided to come was
because of your 'influence. I thank you for your suggestion and
your friendship. I hope you have a great weekend and if
necessary we can continue to discuss matters up to the meeting.

President Putin: Well thank you very much George. I am also
very glad to hear from you and-'I would like to reserve the rlght
to call you if the need arises. &)

( The President: Yes, please. Have a gréat‘weekend.: (0)

bR s,
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( President Putin: Alright. And all the best, George; to your
family. (U). : ‘ .

The President: Thank you. Same to you sir. '(U)

-- End of Conversation --
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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : Telcon w1th Pre51dent of Russia {U}

'PARTICIPANTS: The - President
: President Putin

Notetakers: Janeen Chupa, Andrew Green,
Jeff Houle

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME May 7, 2002, 7:25 - 7:43 a.m. EDT

AND PLACE: ‘ Cval Office
A(/_: The President:' Good morning, Vlédimir. ()
President Putin: Good morning, George. (U)

The President: Good morning. First, I want to wish you a great
- Russian Easter and a glorious Victory Day. (U)

- President Putin: Thank you'very much.  Well, the Victory Day is
our common day, so I congratulate you and the Amerlcan people
from the bottom of my heart on- thls day (o)

The President: I want to talk about thrge things. First, I
think we are making good progress on the strategic relationship
document for the summit. I am pleased with the progress being
-made as long as the document does not fall into the hands of
bureaucratic forces. (President Putin laughs.)! I think we will
have a great document that is good for you and for us. (&

Secondly, I'm real pleased with what took place in Georgia. We
are confident that the authcorities are cleaning out the Pankisi
Gorge. There were three mujahiddin arrested. It was a good

strike against terrorism. And Khattab died. It looks like you

B o e i ]
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are making good progress, and I'm pleased. I know that Georgia

( is doing its part in Pankisi Gorge. I hope this will make it
possible to reach a political settlement in Chechnya. Anyway, I
hope you feel the same way. US) ‘

" And, finally, we are still working on chickens. The damn things
won't go away. One day it looks like we have got it solved, and
the next day, another issue pops up. I don’t understand. The
inability to move chickens intc the market, as we agreed, is
creating problems for me at home. I know Condi talked to your
man there, Viadimir, so did the Ambassador. We need to show some
progress.. I'm going to talk to my minister, and I hope you will
talk to yours so we progress to get this thing moving before my
visit. Viadimir, we need to remove thesé problems on a market-
based economy and on Jackson-Vanik. That is all I've got to
discuss today. I'm really looking forward to the trip. Condi is .
making me read all sorts of books and watch historical videos so
I will be one-of the most well-read visitors to Russia this year.
(President Putin laughs.) S\ '

President Putin: George, let me tell you a few words by way of ‘a
reply. On the chickens, I probably don’t know all the details.
But you should know, that after our last talk, our agriculture
; minister lifted all restrictions and, beginning since April 17
(’ or mid-April, our importers signed contracts for the delivery to

Russia of 73,000 tons of chicken meat. I know American suppliers
pelieve this is noét good encugh. Welli, for one thing, the market
i's over saturated because late last year, too much chicken meat
entered the market. And secondly, as I'm told, there is a
question of Avian influenza. The chickens have this virus and
Japan has closed down its market to U.S. chickens completely
Probably some may use this as a pretext to lobby this in thelr
interest. I don’t know, but I’ ll look 1nto that sy

President Bush: Thanks. {U)

President Putin: Well, I can also say that our economy is under
pressure from all guarters. Not to speak of the U. 8. 'decision on
metal, the EU suggested taking a decision to place prohibitive
‘duties on grain, and they 1ntroduced subsidies for their
livestock breeding. So, because of these prohibitive duties, we
have to sell our dgrain inside the country for our livestock
breeding, for our husbandry. At the same time, the EU 1s
subsidizing their husbandry. That is why our livestock 1is out of
the market. This is tough competition, but we would not like to
see the situation for our U.S. partners worsen. I will look at’
what I can do to fix this and look at the differences. You are

: right; a meeting between our agriculture ministers would be a

( goed thing to do. (&
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‘Now, about Georgia, I would like to thank you for your principled
( position. I know this is your principle and your positive signal
: toward Shevardnadze. 1 don’t think things have changed fcr the:
better in a radical way though but your actions influence things
in a positive way. Thank you for your positive signs. I believe
+  they played a good role. I myself tried to be as tactful as
possible, vis-a-vis Shevardnadze, to see what I can do to support
. him-specifically. I shall have a look at that and will maybe
‘meet with him. As for Khattab, this is a Saudi terrorist that
has links to al-Qaida and bin Laden. His elimination was not in'
Georgia. He was destroyed in Chechnya, by our own efforts. &

The President: Yes,'I know. e

President Putin: And we are now moving over to the next stage in
Chechnya. We are establishing a ministry of the interior and a
palice force. 8o we shall transfer the function of maintaining
order so we might be able to move gradually toward a political
settlement in Chechnya As for the strategic nuclear arms,
indeed there was progress made and we have a positive assegsment -
of -.this progress. I think we will be able to 51gn the document.
I believe that we can do so. Another important development in
relations is that ‘I believe good progress on NATO-Russia was
made. We are looking forward to your visit. This will be your

‘ : ‘first trip.to Russian, and we would like you to remember this

(‘ . . trip for a very long time. And ;hdt the U.S. people will

. remember the visit as a productive one which will make a serious

contribution to international stability. And we want you and
your .wife to enjoy your stay. Sy

The President: Thank you, Viadimir. I‘m locking forward to it
“and we'll talk. (U)

President Putin: Well, I'm at your disposal. . IFf there is a need
to discuss something or if something happens, I will take Etie
liberty to call you again. Al} the best for your family. (U)

. The President: Thank you. That will be great. Bye-bye. (U)

President Putin: Bye-bye. (U)

-~  BEnd of Conversation --
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 DATE, TIME June 6, 2002, 7:40 - 7:57 a.m., EDT

AND PLACE: . Oval Office
(' The President: Good morning, Vladimir. (U)
President Putin: Good morning, George. (U)

The President: A couple of points. I know you're off to a
meeting. Secretary Evans will be calling Gref to inform him,
like I’'m informing ycu, that our country will be granting
market-based economy status to your great nation. And, anyway,
I wanted to give you a heads up that this was coming. I told
you when we were in Moscow I thought this was going to happen,
but we needed it to happén in a way that was in conformance with
the regulations on our books. I think it’s very good news for
.our relationship. R ’

President Putin: That's great news, George. Thank you. (U)

The President: You deserve it. You have great vision and
leadership. I appreciate your leadership. I've got one other
point, and then a question. I sent you a letter on g ©
“10 + 10 over 10.” I hope we can get this idea worked out so
. that, by the time we go to Canada for the G-8, we can go forth
with a positive program that enables you to do what you need to
do at home and gives us the ability to help with the security of
( weapons left over from the Soviet era. And my question has to
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do with your meeting with the Indians and Pakistani leadership.
Thank you for taking on that task. If you have a minute, can
you tell me the frame of mind of Pres1dent Musharraf and Prime
- Minister Vajpayee? (&

President Putin: That is a very precisely formulated question.
I 'would like to start by thanking you for this call, and to
stress that I was very satisfied with the spirit of negotiations
in St. Petersburg and Moscow.: This was not just an ordinary
visit of the President of the’ United ‘States to Burcpe. This was
a historic event. We wanted this to be a historic event, and I
believe we succeeded. Now, concerning market economy status, I
“know, to a great extent, this is the result of your efforts and
your strong position on.this issue. This is to your personal '
credit. And most importantly, it is the right decision in terms
of intensifying our economic contacts. This decision will
benefit not only Russia, but also help us work better with
American business in RUssia.' We can, see your will and drive
regarding “10 + 10 over'lo It seems to me that the Europeans
feel kind of at a loss, because we were able to come up with
such an open and clear position. And, of course, in addressing
( “these problems, we should think about transparency and the

facility of using these means. The only danger I can spot here
is as follows. The danger I see 'here is the desire of
bureaucrats at all levels to include in these rules all of the
problems that have accumulated over the years, and that they

" have been unwilling to resolve over the years,. and this will
result in the package being stuffed with past problems, and it
will not be possible to resolve all of them. . Our sherpas are
working in Canada on this problem, and I hope they will find
mutual solutions. that will address all the issues properly. Now
concerning Pakistan and India. Those leaders did come to - ' :
Almaty, Kazakhstan. They were present at two general
discussions at one table, and they signed twoc documents that
while general in nature, state over their signatures that all
existing problems should be resolved through peaceful means. I
had separate meetings with each of the leaders, and during the
general meetings and the bilateral meetings I stated once again
our common concerns voiced in Moscow, St. Petersburg, and then
in Rome, regarding developments between the two countries. And
to add an emotional note, I even recalled the Caribbean crisis
of 1961 that concerned the United States and the Soviet Union.

My general impressions are as follows. : Of course, they do not
want war, either of them, and the last thing they want is a

( nuclear conflict. They are striving and working to prevent the
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o 'confllct from becomlng an uncontrollable one. They are working
( to prevent that, and I believe they will do their best to
prevent this kind of development. I should say I pushed in my
Conversations'with both. President Musharraf even said he would
agree to extraditing international terrorists who committed
‘crimes in India, if they are not citizens of Pakistan. I
invited President Musharraf to Moscow on an official visit, and
~this cffer encountered some kind of offended reaction on the
part of the Indian leadership, who believe Musharraf is actually
lying and encouraging terrorism. When I told Mr. Musharraf that
terrorists are active in his country, that there were training
camps in his country, he did not deny it. He conceded he does -
not have’ full control over them. In any case, in September,
elections are scheduled in Kashmir, and the results will .
demonstrate what the people actually think of that situation.
It was surprising to me how harshly and forcefully the ‘President
of China talked to President Musharraf. This was unexpected for
him, and I believe it was useful. On the whole, I believe if we
‘contznue our pressure -- I know Armitage and then Rumsfeld are
‘'going -- I believe eventually our coordinated efforts will be
successful. I think Mr. Ivanov, our Minister of Defense, is
meeting Rumsfeld in Brussels. This is what I want to say
regarding India and Pakistan. We will be able to discuss all of
‘(’ this in greater detail in Canada. And the last thing in this
- regard is at the level of experts and the Foreign Ministry. We
are going to carefully put forward the idea that Russia should
work as a full-fledged partner with the G-8, including the
Minister of Finance. We think we have fulfllled every
requirement, and if this problem reaches you and you hear about
it, I would ask that you support this desire of mine. (W)

The President: Thank you very much, Vladimir. I appreciate
that thought, and thank you for doing what you did over there
with Musharraf and Vajpayee. I think it helped a lot. In the,
“meantime, if we have any issues before we meet in Canada, we can
“talk, -but I look forward to seeing you in Canada. . (W)

President Putin: George, thanks very much for this call, and
please send my warmest regards to your spouse and children. (U)

The President: T will, and the same to yours. (U)

President Putin: .Goodrbye.' {(U)

The President: Good»bye. (u)

( _ A ' -- End of Conversation --
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~ THE WHITE HOUSE
( - ' | WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telcon with President of Russia

PARTICIPANTS: The President
‘ President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Tina Yarmchuk, Jeff Houle,

Danielle Phillips, and Al Guarnieri
DATE, TIME September 6, 2002, 7:37-7:55 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: : Oval Office

 The President: vladimir, how are you? (U)

President Putin: Fine. How are you, George? (U)

The President: Your English is much better, I c¢an tell. (U)

President Putin: I am trying to talk to you in the same
language. (U) :

The President: I'm doing very well, thank you, and I hope you
are, too. I want to just briefly tell you, one, that I‘m giving
a speech to the United Nations on Thursday, and after the speech,
I want to have a long, secure discussion with you about our
mutual concern. I’m going to make the case that Saddam Hussein

" is still a serious threat to peace and stability and a threat to
not only the region, but to countries like myself; and implicit
in my speech is that he’s a threat to countries like yourself,
Vladimir. Secondly, I'm going to remind the UN that Saddam has”
totally ignored every resolution from -the Security Council, and
therefore has diminished their’ capacity to bring peace. And
finally, Vladimir, you need to know no decision has been made,
and I look forward to talking to you on a personal basis on this
issue because you’re an important part of the international scene
and an important part of what might or might not go on at the UN.
I value your friendship, and I know your country has financial
interests involved, and I will gladly talk to you about that on a
more secure line about my view, although I think you know my
view. But I would like to discuss it with you personally. This
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is the beginning of a series of talks and consultations with a
( ' close friend. W&

president Putin: Thank you, George. I'm very glad to hear you
and talk to you person-to-person. It is an 1mpcrtant issue
indeed. Initially I wanted to call you on September 11" to
commemorate the tragedy, but now we are speaking specifically
about Irag. I.just finished a long talk with Tony Blair.
Judging by what I can hear about your Secretary of State’'s
speeches and our Foreign Ministry, their positions are very
'similar. Both Russia and the U.S. are in favor of getting the UN
- inspectors allowed back into Iraq, and both countries are for the
non-resumption of Iragi weapons of mass destruction programs. We
have worked with the Iragis for a long time and have been pushing
for. them to make these decisions. And recently, the Iraqgi
foreign minister visited and had a meeting with our Foreign
Minister Ivanov, and he said that Iraq is ready to substantively
digcuss the issue of inspections. And also in Johannesburg, the
Iragis made similar statements. In principle, I cannot rule out
‘that it is just a trick by the Iraqi leadership, an attempt to
drag this out. I believe we should respond with two main points.
First, we should demonstrate the unity of our views and ;

approaches. &

(- The President: Yes. (U)
President Putin: And second, we should continue to pressure them
to minimize their possibilities to maneuver and minimize their

room for making decisions. TS

The President: Yes. Excellent. (U}

President Putin: And third, we should not give them the right to
dictate to us and impose their conditions on us. ™

The President: -Excelient. (u).

. President Putin: I would like to draw your attention to that
point, which is extremely important. We should not let Iraq
dictate to us their conditions. Such condltlons should be
elaborated and prepared by us jointly. And it is important not
only for the case of Irag, but also for the future of the world
and the world of our children. It is important and possible to
develop our common position in the UN Security Council and PS.

‘rg;

The President:_ Yes, that is what we are trying to do. M

~ President Putin: Wé.shouldn't pelieve that we have already
( exhausted all political and diplomatic methods to resolve this

BERPERENT A
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problem. I would like to take this opportunlty to empha51ze that
"( we also have other concerns, not only Baghdad. That is not the

only source of evil. Irn Georgia, things there are no better for
us in Pankisi Gorge. For instance, we have noticed there are
Arab mercenaries there, and we even recently caught a Japanese

. fighter there; so there are people there from other countries. I
-will not hide from you that I have just recently read a report by
one of our security services, and this report says that your
Third Secretary at the U.S. Embassy in Baku, Katerina Pannos, has
been helping Chechens infiltrate from Azerbaljan to Georgia,
providing all possible assistance and is actually prov1d1ng
training and instructions for the Chechen mllltanta (=

"The President: Tell me her name again. Let me wr1te it down.‘
M8 - ‘

President Putin: Katerina Pannos. sy

The President: I will write that down; I can’'t believe that's
true, but that troubles me. We will look into that. b8y

President Putin: Please check it out because these are small

- people who get small results, but ‘they can interfere with big
matters. Because you know they provoke our special services to
help the enemies of the U.S., and who needs this? We don't need

(- - any of this. We should stcp this. Our interests coincide.

i Though you have your own interests in the region, the securlty of
the world is much more important. And I think we, as presidents,
should stop such things on both sides and work through this
_issue. Going back to the main point, our views are quite
‘similar, and we have économic interests, but we also have }
security interests for the entire world. - We are ready to work
jointly with you on this issue. Your interests are big, and
we've discussed this many times, and I have reason to believe
we'll always be able to agree upon this. Foreign Minister Ivanov
and Defense Minister Ivanov are going to come to New York or
Washington to discuss all thése issues with the Secretary of
State and Secretary of Defense. It will be the first meeting of

- the new Consultative Group for Strategy Stability. I’'m grateful
to you, George. I'm at your disposal, and I am ready to hear
your speech and exchange views. (&)

The President: Well, friend, thank you very much. You know I
. value your advice, and I want to consult. I will send people to

talk to our specific counterparts, and we will stay in touch. I

repeat, our relationship is a very important relationship, and we

can work together to make the world more peaceful. We will '

continue to discuss our commcn interests. I look forward to

geeing you sometime.. Thank you for the call, and give my best to
( . Ludmila and the girls. [} ' :
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( president Putin: Please give my best regards aﬁd wishes to your
wife and your children. Thank you so much for this call. ' (U)

The President: Thank you.. (U)

President Putin: Thank you. Goodbye. (U)

The‘President; Goodbye. (U},

~-- End of Conversation --

m
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’ . ‘ THE WHITE HOUSE
{ _ - : ' wASHmGTQN

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telcon with President of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: . The President
- President Putin

Notetakers: Tina Yarmchuk, Marko Broz, and
Danielle Phillips : '

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME  September 10, 2002, 4:04 - 4:08 p.m., EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office :
The President: Viadimir. (U)
‘(— President Putin: Yes. (U}
The President: It’s good to hear your voice. (U}

President Putin: 1I'm glad to hear your voice. How are you? (U)

Tie Presidefit: .Liwm doing fine. I'm a busy boy these days. (U)

President Putin: I know you have a busy day today, but I wanted
tc speak to you today. In Russia, we say that time heals
everything, but there are things we cannot forget and should not
forget .. Recently, we remembered those who perished in Moscow
three years ago when their houses exploded and burned up. And
today, together with you, we remember those who died in ‘
Washington and New York a year ago. I would like to tell you not
only the words of sympathy and condolences, but also to express
support on behalf of the Russian people. Please give my best
regards to your family, your wife and daughters. I will not
torture you anymore today. We’ll have a chance to speak soon.
(U} ; g e

The President: Your voice never tortures me, but this phone call
means an. awful lot, Vladimir. You were thoughtful to call last
year right after the attacks, and now you’re calling one vear
later to express your sympathies. I want to thank you very mhch{
sir. (U) - '

PN
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( President Putin: If you’'re not against it, I 'will communicate
first of all the text of our conversation to the mass media. We
want them to know and people to know about:our conversations and
the levels of our relations. (U) '

The President: Thank you very much, friend, and I will talk to
you soon. (U} :

President Putin: Thank you, and all the best. (U)

The President: Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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| | THE WHITE HOUSE
. ( ~ ' N WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATTION
SUBJECT: ' Telcon.with President of Russia

PARTICIPANTS:  The President
' : President Putin

In;erpreter:‘ Peter Afansenko
Notetakers: Tina Yarmchuk, Jill Sandler,
Jay Bonds, and Clarence Johnson

DATE, TIME Septembexr 20, 2002, 7:49 - 8:16 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Viadimir, how are you today? (U)

President Putin: Thank you very much. I'm very well, and I'm

very happy to hear you George. A{u)
(’ The President: Thank ycu very much, and I'm very lookmng forward
to seeing the TIvanov boys today. (U) Lo
President Putin: Thanks. Angd say hello to them for me. (U)
:‘The President: I’1ll make sure they come té work. (U)

Presldent Putin: Absolutely right! I've been followmng your
activities lately, and I saw your presentation at the U.N. I
believe it was strong, solid, and worthy of the leader of the
United States. &) '

The Pregident: Well, thank you very much, Vladimir. It was my
honor to give the speech. Let me just give you a quick update.
First of all, Sergey and Condi had a good meeting last night.

She brlefed me fully, and I thank you very much for having this
meeting. I fully understand your position.. Second, I remember
very well what you said in our first conversation. We must have
regsolutions out of the U.N. that are firm and that accomplish the
goal, that do not allow the Iragis to deceive, move around, and .
avoid responsibility. I want to stress again to you, Vladimir,
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that I want to work with you, and so does Tony Blair, to come up
( with a way to hold this regime to account. You are one of our

friends and one of the world leaders, and therefore, we must
continue to work together. Second, to this end, it is very
important for me and you to stay in touch, and for our closest
aides to stay in touch, because sometimes foreign ministries do
not represent our true opinion. Bureaucracies tend to take our
desires and dilute them and distort our views. It's not just cur
countries, but sometimes that is the case. 1It’s very important
for us to keep the dialogue at the. senior level. There are some
in my administration who wanted to launch military strikes
yesterday. I’'m not going to do that, but on the other hand, you
.should know that the military option is available, and if need
be, it will be used. And finally, I just want to tell you how
pleased I am to have a person I can talk to and trust as opposed -
to what's going on in Germany. Yesterday, a German minister
referred to'me in the same tone as Hitler, and I‘ve got to tell

©you Vladimir, I'm pretty angry about it, and I attrxibute this
irresponsible behavior to Gerhard Schroeder trying to win an
election and using me personally and the United States to rile up
public opinion. They say I am acting unilaterally, but this is

- the most unilateral move we've seen from Germany in 50 years, and
I just want to share my opinions with you. You don’t have to
.comment, if you ‘don’t want to, but as a close friend, I feel

" better sharing this information. So, thanks for taking wy call,

'(. and thanks for letting me blow off some steam. (&)

President Putin: Well, George, thank you. .First of all, I‘d
like to restate that I'm very, very happy to hear you, and this
is from the bottom of my heart. What 'is happening in Germany we
understand very well, and we also understand that a lot of it isg
due to the election campaign, but I also agree with you
completely that this should not be allowed to be used in order to
achieve such important goals as those that we are working on.
Allusicns to Fascism are totally inappropriate wherever they come
from, especially when they come from Germany, and I would like to
tell you, CGeorge, that we are proceeding on the basis of our
interests, of the United States, and Russia, and I can only once
again emphasize that our policy is totally consistent with our
-national interests, and from our side, you will see only
positions of principle without other considerations. . (8)

The President: Well, thank you. (U)

President. Putin: Now, let me turn to the subject at hand:

first, as far as Iraqg, after I spoke with you, I sent a message

to Saddam Hussein. It was not just a message, but more an _

ultimatum. What we told him, in so many words, is that unless he

accepts our requests without any conditiong, we will not be able
( : to help him in the U.N. And I can tell you that not only our
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pressure, but the pressure of other countries, the U.K., and
’( - others has had an effect. And suddenly at this time after our
ultimatum, he assumeéd his current positicn. Now, - let's see what
he does in the future. We must also follow up; otherwise, we
will look silly, or people might say that what we agreed to, we
got, and we don’'t need to do any more. I told you on many
occasions that we cannot allow Irag to dictate his position to
us. I said, and I repeat again, that we must not allow Irag to
dictate our acticns. He has agreed to inspections without any
conditions. VYesterday, I talked for a long time with Tony Blair,
and I can repeat and agree with what he said, and you're saying,
that we, the U.K., the U.S., and Russia must continue pressure on
) Iragq. It is our view that we have to continue our consultations
- and prepare to take additional steps if he does not follow
through. Our people must be ready to act, and the public should
be made aware of this. I was pleased to hear that you do not
rule out the possibility of a political solution in the Irag
matter. In the meantime, let the diplomats do their job, and we
should prepare steps that we might take in the future. '
Meanwhile, the inspectors go to work. George, I have one thing
ta ask of you in relation to Irag. This is a very important
isgue for us, and I'll be talking with you hopefully as a friend.
I want to tell you that our budget revenues depend very much on
the sale of energy resources to the external market. Our budget
- for the next year has been calculated with.the assumption that
( : - 01l prices will be $21 per barrel. Naturally, if the price falls-
- lower than that, we will have budget problems, and this will be
very serious. I would like you to instruct your minister of the
economy to meet our minister of economics without any hoopla
about it and talk quietly about things that concern us and
" calculate the economic consequences of developments
vis-a-vis Irag. S :

The Pregident: Absolutely! I will put my best friend, Don .
Evans, on the chore. He will do it well. And I fully understand

- what you’re saying, Vladimir. I am very sensitive to it, and we
will deal with it. I promise you. (& '

.President Putin: I also believe, Gebrge, that our coordination
on the Middle East is going quite well, but I am looking at the
latest aggravations of the situation. &) S

The President: Yes. (U)

President Putin: And second, I was aghast at yesterday’s terror

attack in Israel in which many people died. It was tragic. And

today, I believe your Deputy Secretary of Defense Wolfowitz made

a very strong and responsible statement on counter-terrorism’ and

‘ the 'Middle East. This testifies to the fact that our joint work
'( on combating terrorism is going very well, especially on Georgia,
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and it is very good to see that we have more and more friends

( like this in the United States. You mentioned the meeting that
is surely going to take place between our defense and foreign
ministers. (&

The President: Yes. (U)

President Putin: We also have prepared a joint statement on our
cooperation on the matter of anti-missile defense, and I hope
that we can agree upon it as soon as possible, at our APEC
meeting in Mexico. The last thing is that I know that on.
November 21-22, you’ll be in the immediate proximity to our
. borders for the run-up to the Prague NATO summit. As far as I
know, you'll be visiting the Baltic states. I thought I could
link up with you on short notice somewhere there, and we could
talk. I understand your schedule is going to very tough, but we
gcould even meet in Kaliningrad, which was formerly Eastern
‘Prussia. We talked about Germany just a while ago, and I recall
this. (&)

The Présjdent: Well, my instincts on this, Vladimir, are very
positive. I think this is a subject for Scheduling, but this
would be a very important signal. Again, our relationship is
very vital in leading to world peace. I will leave this to
Scheduling to make sure it works. Secondly, Vladimir, let me

( just say before we hang up that I am hopeful we can achieve

‘ g peace, that we can achieve somethlng other than military action
in Irag. It will require a new resolution to hold Saddam Hussein
to account and for him to disarm his weapons of mass destruction.
In order for me to think positively, there must be a new
‘regsolution. In order to reach a political, or however you want
to call it, conclusion, there must be a new resolution from the
Security Council. I hope we can work on it, and we need to be
tough. Vladimir, I'm sorry, I hate to cut off this conversation,
it’s been very productive. We will .stay in touch, and we’ll work
hard to make that happen. (& ‘ '

President Putin: Well, George, thank you very much for this
conversation. I’1ll give you a bear hug, and all the best to your
wife and family. (U) ~ '

The President: "Alright, my friend. Thank you wvery much. We’ll
stay in touch. (U) - .

President Putin: Bye. (U)

The President: Thank you. Bye. (U}

-- Bnd of Conversation --

CONFIDENTIND
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM QOF TELE?HONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: ‘ Telcon with President Putin of Russia

PARTICIPANTS : The President
‘President Putin

Interpreter: Peker Afanasenko ‘

Notetakers: Jay Bonds, Jeff Houle, and

Marco Broz '
DATE, TIME October 7, 2002, 12:50-12:59 p.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Vladimir, How are you today? (U)

President Putin: Very well, thank ycu so much'for thE'call; (u)-

The President: Well, I am calling to wish you'a happy 50

birthday. I remember when 50 sounded like it was old. Now it
seems very young. (U) B

President Putin: Thank you George, it is a pleasure tc hear your

voice. I am tremendously grateful for your call. Thank you, it
is a pleasant sign for me -of our personal relationship. I must
tell you it is a pleasure to have among my close friends a person
like you. (U)

}
The President: Thank you very much. We are 1ook1ng forward to
having Lyudmila here this weekend. (U) '

President Putin: Yesg, she remembered the invitation by Laura and
she asked me to help arrange this trip. She is trying to develop
provincial libraries and was hoping Laura would like to work with
the Russians. How is Laura d01ng° ’U)

The President: She is doing great. She is in New York and is:
coming back tonight. I just very briefly wanted you to know I

am giving a speech on Iraq tonight. It is not a war speech, but .

says that I want to work with the world to disarm Saddam. I am
also very pleased that the energy summit went well and that
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_ Donny Evans and Minister Gref are having good conversations.
( I hope that these conversations are getting to you.. RN

President Putin: Yes, I am aware of this and I have been
informed that the American side organized the meetings very well.
As far as I know, the dialogue is continuing. :

The President: Yes. '(U).

President Putin: As far as Iraq is concerned; I know that you
are inciined to look for peaceful means. I dc hope to meet you
in Burope in the near future. (8} - ‘

The President: Yes, but I will first see you in Mexico,
Vladimir. S ; .

President Putin: Yes,'yoﬁ are gquite right. (U)

The President: Then I want to come to Russia after I go to
‘Prague. I told my team that it is very important that I go. (§)

President Putin: Excellent, George. (U}

The President: Firally, the world is watching very closely your
good gesture to talk to Shevardnadze in Georgia. I know it is

( difficult. I know that you are doing the right thing and
hopefully you -are making some progress. (&

President Putin: I can tell you I had two conversations with
him, last night and today. I am planning to work together with
him to remove the threats you are aware of. I think, George, you
better than anyone else will understand me. 1 am going to tel
you exactly what we are going to talk about. We know :

' gpecifically where the people are who blew up the houses and
chevardnadze knows that too. If he cooperates with us, we will
be able to resolve our intergovernmental relations completely and
cooperate with”youh If he doesn’t do that, and continues to
provide shelter for them, we will try our best to eliminate those
terrorists and this will be done against the background of the
worsening of our relations. He said he is prepared for joint
work and this work can be done with minimal damage for Georgia.
But, if he does everything we have agreed about, everything will
be alright. (& -

The President: Sounds like you are making progress. We stand by

. to help and share intelligence. We want to bring these al-Qaida
terrorists to justice and I think the idea of you working
together with Georgia is very smart Vladimir. AN
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President Putin: Thank you, George. I would like to embrace
( you, please give my best regards to DLaura and the girls. (U).

The President: . Thank you and happy-birthday, friend. (U)

President Putin: Thank you, Gedrge. (U)
The President: See you soon. (U)
"President_Putin: Good bye. (U) -

The President: Good bye. {U)

-- End of Conversation --
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
" SUBJECT: ‘ . Telcon with_Eresident‘Putin of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS : The President
' President Putin

Interpreter: Dimitry Zarechnak
Notetakers: Clarence Johnson, Marco Broz,
and Chris LeGrand -

DATE, TIME " October 24, 2002, 7:32 - 7:41 a.m., EDT
- AND PLACE: ‘ - Situation Room

The President: Vladimir? (U)

President Putin: Yes sir. ({(U)

The President: Yes. I'm calling to express my deep concern for
the people of your country and just to let you know that if you
( need any help we would like to offer it in any way possible. I
¥ know this is a terrible situation, and I know you can handle 1t
I also wanted to let you know that I lend my support,
" friend-to-friend, and that is why I'm calling..

President Putin: Yes. This is a very important call for me,
George, and I thank you for it. I am thankful to you and
grateful to your people for the understanding and concern. About
700 people have been taken hostage and the terrorists number

 between. 35 and 45. That is an approximate figure, and they are

- armed and they have high explogives on them, mines. It's a very
grave and very complicated situation. There are over 60
foreigners there among the hostages. There may be a few Amerlcan
‘gitizens there among them. We are taking this into account. We
have this in mind and we are doing our best in order to ensure
the safety of the people. We shall take no action, however, to .
promote another turn of terrorism either in Russia, or throughout
the world. I‘m viewing this as an another link in the chain of .
terrorism throughout the world. And, we are also observing that
the telephone traffic between the terrorists in the theater and
Chechnya, Turkey, the Gulf States, and Arab countries is 901ng up
and down. The initial information of what is supposed to

: ~CONEERENTERE, ' :
( o . Classified by: Stephen Biegun
) Reason: 1.5(d)

Declassify on: 10/24/12

NWE : 78134 DocId: 34685249



( happen and 'is happening has in fact come from their accomplices
in those Arab countries. So, this is absolute proof that these
terrorist acts are hatched in the same centers against you and
us. And, I would like to confirm our position that we are
prepared to cooperate in any way to combat the terrorist acts.
George, I would like to beg your pardon that we are not going to
meet because I have to delay my departure to Mexico. NQ

The President: I completely understand, Vliadimir. (U)

President Putin: Thank you, George. Thank you. (U}

The President: We can talk on the ﬁhone any time, and I will see
you on my next trip to Europe. At any rate, I will see you. Q)

President Putin: I was teold by my people that your people and my
people have agreed that we will be meeting in St. Petersburg. If
you could look at your schedule the 24™ would be good. - If not,
if it doesn’t suit you, I wonder if we can find some other time,
but the 24" would be good. &) ‘ - 3

The President: The 24™? I will look at that. I know we are
planning on coming to St. Petersburg. sy '

(' © President Putin: There is a very nice place near St. Petersburg,
in. the suburb, not actually in St. Petersburg. A place where
they have a palace complex. It is a very nice place to meet.
Last, but not least, I would like to cooperate on this particular
terrorist attack. I will instruct my special services to take up
your offer and contact the U.S. side. Perhaps, I believe that
U.S. experts could be a help in this situation and provide
additional information. Thanks a lot for receiving my wife and
for the welcome you extended to her. {

The Presgident: ‘Oh, she was great. Okay Vladimir, thank you. (U)

 President Putin: Thank you, George. (U)

The President:  We'll get back on the dates. I know we are
planning on coming to St. Petersburg. Our people are working on
the dates, and your wife was fantastic. '

President Putin: Thank you, George. (U)

The President: Okay Vladimir, good luck. I know you can handle
it. (W '

President Putin:  Thank you, George. All the best. (U]
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(- . The President: Alright sir. (U}

President Putin: Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation
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THE WHITE HOUSE .

o

WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHCONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telcon with President Putin of Russia (U)
PARTICIPANTS: The President
President Putin
Note takers: Leglie Radcliff, Jeff Houle,
Alex Joves '
Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko
DATE, TIME November 7, 2002, 7:34 - 7:52 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: Oval Office ‘
. The President: Good mornlng, Vladlmlr How are you? (U)
President Putin: Hello. Everythlng is alrlght but ‘I know that
you are feeling better. (U)
(— The President: Yes, thank you. We had a nice election. (U)

President Putin: I would like to congratulate you on your
success, the great success, which was the result of your talent,
leadership, and courage, your very courageous position. (¥

The President: Thank you, Vladimir, I appreciate thatAvery much.
We had a good night, but now it’s time to move on. (U)

President Putin: I'm absolutely sure that this is not the result
of actions of your party, but is a result of your personal
success, and I would like to congratulate you. (®

The President: Thank you very much. I value your friendship and
your congratulations mean a lot. ' Listen, I want to thank you for
taking my call. I don’t want to keep you.long, but I have a
couple of idsues starting with Iraq. In the U.N., Vladimir, we
worked very hard to work with you ‘and the French, and everybody
else to come up with common ground to achieve that objective you
and I talked about, which is to obtain a peaceful resolution and
to ensure Saddam does not have weapons of mass destruction. We
.are now at a point where we are literally discussing commas and
perlods Here is where I think we are. First, that the

( inspection regime is realistic and tough, which is what you
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. initially said it should be. Secondly, it is clear in the
( resolution that .the territory of Irag remains intact. Thirdly,
that there is an agreement by me to come and consult at the U.N.
should there be a material breach, although, my friend, I
continue to reserve the right to handle the situation, but the
idea of the United States discussing this issue is something we
conceded. In other words, there is not any automaticity in the
resolution.  Finally, two quick other things, and that is
Don Evans came into my office the other day. I had him in the
- Oval Office alone. . I wanted to make sure that he continued to
send the right message to Gref about the economics involved. I
know your position, and we will work closely with you to-
accommodate that position if we can. And finally, we’ve had
enough discussion in the U.N. and it’s time to move, and I want
your vote on this resolution.. I think it i§ in your interest for
you to say you’ve done all you can. The United States has worked
together effectively with you, and now it’'s time to move forward
in the interest of peace. NQ '

- President Putin: I would like to tell you that the job we've
"done, and the efforts we’ve undertaken, are xeally serious and
responsible efforts, but. before we talk about Irag, I would like
‘to express once again my deepest appreciation for your support
during the tragic days in Moscow when the terrorist attack
. happened here. Regrettably, we failed. to avoid human casualties,
( but the objective of eliminating terrorists was achieved. We are
very happy that the State Department agreed. to include Chechen
groups in the list of terrorist organizations. You will agree,
George, it has not been done until now, and it’s precisely those
people together with the Taliban and al-Qaida who have killed
Americans and Russians all over the world. ©Now, let’s move to
Iraqg. - Really, we’ve done a really great and serious job. We
really appreciate this partnership approach. I agree with you
that now we really are talking about commas and periods, and now,
there is a tangible possibility we can achieve agreement. I
- would like to tell you that our experts have certain concerns
with paragraphs 7, 13, and others, but the major problem is still
with paragraph 4. You are aware of our position. Our position
is an honest and frank position, and we don’t want automaticity
in the resolution which would trigger military action. ANE

The President: Vladimir, you will find that there is no
automaticity. ¥ - . :

President Putin: I would like to say that we have come close to
an agreement, and I would like to tell you that we are not going
to play around. We would like to end in an honorable manner.
Yesterday, I talked with Chirac, the President of France, and I
told him that we would not abstain. We would either vote for or
( ; against the resolution. But if we get all the commas in place,
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in the right place, then I can tell you Russia will notlonly

( | - support the resolution, but actively contribute to its,
-implementation. (&,
The President: Thank you, Vladimir. (U)

. / &
Pregsident Putin: Then, we will have to talk about Saudi Arabia,
and you are aware out of 19 people who attacked the Unlted
States, 16 were Saudi nationals. (™

The President: Yes. ()

President Putin: And money to the Chechen terrorists is also
coming from Saudi Arabia. And you know just fifteen minutes
betfore commencement ¢f the terrorist attack in Moscow, the
information about this attack was publicly announced in Qatar. I
would like to tell you that I was really upset that I failed to
‘meet you in Mexico, but I hope that we will meet in
St. Petersburg in the near future. Finally, I would like to
~ congratulate Laura on her birthday. I believe it was on the 4th
of November. I wish you and your family all possible success,
and I hope to shake your hand when we meet. (&)

The President: Thank you, Vliadimir. I will- see you in
St. Petersburg, and we will talk about the Middle East and ,
‘( . terrorism. Congratulations should go to Laura for the fact that
she nas put up with me for 25 years. Thirdly, the diplomats can
foul up anything, but now it’s time for the leaders to step
forward. I heard your call on automaticity,. that is one
concession we made. I want to remind you that each of us can .
handle things the way we see fit. Finally, happy holidays in
Russia, friend. : oo :

Pregident Putin: OCkay, I agree with you, Géorge. I will push my
diplomatic bureaucrats to agreement, and I ask you to push your
~diplomatic bureaucrats to agree. (63 : :

The President : “Okay. (U)

President Putin: On issues that are sensitive to Russia. (&)

The President: Yes. Perfect, friend. Thanks for taking my
.call, and I look forward to seeing you in St. Petersburg. T&

President Putin: Thank you very much for your telephone calli

I‘'m always happy to talk to you. When I do not talk to you,

feel T am missing something. So, I expect I will see you in

St. Petersburg. It will be a location close to St. Petersburg,
( and I am sure you will love it. DS

SRNEER TR
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The'President: Bye-bye, Vladimir. (U}

( President Putin: All the best. {U)

-~ End of Conversation --
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.THE WHITE HOUSE ‘ :
.~ WASHINGTON
( MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : Telcon with Preéident Putin of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS : The President.
- President Putin

Note takers: Leslie Radcliff, Colin'CroSby,
Nikki Williams, and Ed Padinske

Intexpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME. December 6, 2002, 7:37 - 7:54 a.m. EST .
AND PLACE: - Oval Office ; .
The President: Vladimir, good morning, or good .evening. (U)

President Putin: George, very glad to héar.you. (U)

The President: Thanks. 1In our meeting in St. Petershurg, which

I thought went very well, we said that we would talk about your

visit to China and I'm curious to know what you think in regards
(j : to North Korea. D&} : o

e

President Putin: This is exactly why I am calling you. Indeed I
assure you that we did a very good job in St. Petersburg when we
last met; that was a very good meeting. I do understand that you
were a little tired after all you did in Eurcpe and NATO. I
thank you for coming to St. Petersburg. I would like to brief
You on China.. As we agreed, I discussed North -Korea in detail
with the Chinese leaders, particularly the issue of weapons of
‘rass destruction. I spoke with all the Chinese leaders, Jiang
Zhemin, Hu Jintao and the head of their parliament. PBasically,
all of them confirmed their position in favor of nonproliferation
and the nuclear weapons-free status of the Korean peninsula. And
on the whole China and Hu Jintac are against the development and
production of WMD on the Korean peninsula. And they are in faver
of creating a nuclear weapons free-zone. And on the whole, I'm
under the impression that we and the Chinese share the same
approach to this problem. I made a proposal to them and the

- proposal is that we should think about the next propcsal that the
North Koreans make. And that is why we should try to ensure that
they agree to put all their nuclear programs under the IAEA
safeguards regime in exchange for a clear-cut guarantee of their
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security from the U.S., China and Russia. This is something that
( : I would like to ask you to give instructicns to Powell to think
about. I think this is not a bad idea. We will continue to work
with Pyongyang aleng twe lines. First and foremost is to clarify
the status of their nuclear programs; we still have no clear-cut
“evidence of nuclear WMD.- Secondly, we try to encourage them to
have contacts with all countries, including the United States.
And the Chinese and I share the view that it would be _
counterproductive to paint North Korea into a corner, especially
- given the peculiarities of North Korea and its leadership. &) -

‘The President: Can you repeat that last part? (U)

President Putin: Both the Chinese and we believe it would be
- counterproductive to paint North Korea into a corner, taking into
‘account the peculiarities of their leadership. It is difficult

to predict how they think. & S '

The President: Good. (U)

President Putin: I also discussed Irag with them. By and large,
there is nothing new with the Chinese and you are aware of their
pogition. On the whole, there is something I would like to share
with you, something that I cbserved. It is something personally
for you. The new leaders of China. First of all they are not

(' ; exactly new. I got a good impression of Hu Jintao. The

s L) impression is that he keeps in the shadows; nevertheless, in

o recent years he has been playing a leading role in formulating
Chinese foreign and domestic policy. In other words, he is
profoundly privy to the nuances in all domestic and international
policies. In other words, he is no novice. He is a prefessicnal
and at the same time, this is a guy with mettle. There is only
one question. He should feel right away that he is number one.
Taking into account his character and his nature, it will happen
fairly soon. Now, one other issue quickly. Oh.my trip, I also
visited India and Kyrgyzstan. We discussed the problems of
-India-Pakistan relations. We will continue teo persuade them to
continue the policy line to pull back forces from their borders.
‘We 'signed a bilateral statement with them on international
terrorism. We als6 discussed peaceful uses of nuclear power and
I have a request to make. I would like to suggest that you
instruct your Energy Secretary to talk to our Energy Minister |
about the Indian energy problem. I would like to ask ycu to so.
that we can step it up. And.in Kyrgyzstan, we had a number of
very good meetings. On the whole, the central Asian countries
are combating terrorists. I will have some meetings with them
here in Moscow and we will continue to encourage their
willingness to work jointly. 1In Kyrgyzstan, we will soon deploy
a- small aviation wing to support our ground operations against

( : terrorists. This is all that I have to tell you. (Th
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( The President: Thank you, Vladimir, very much.. I appreciate-

s your ‘'good work.on North Korea. I think that the fact that you
speak clearly of a nuclear free peninsula with the Chinese
without cormering Kim Jong-11l sends a good message. I'm
confident that if we keep up the dialogue with North Xorea we
will aveoid conflict and meet our goals peacefully. I also
appreciate your briefing on India and I will talk to my Energy
‘Secretary. So I thank you for the call. If I don’t speak to you
before Christmas, I wish you a Merry Christmas. Tell your family
all the best. TS :

President Putin: Thank you. I want to also congratulate you and.
wish you a Merry Christmas. You looked great in that cowboy hat .-
We saw you. We saw that you were snowed under and we were
worried. Please give your family our best regards. ‘May God keep
vou well and in good health {u)

The President: Thank you. ()

President Putin: All the best. (U)

-~ End of Conversation --
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| THE WHITE HOUSE
( ; ‘ ’ WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telcon with President Putin of‘RussiaA {u)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
: : President Putin

Notetakers: Alex Joves, Jeff Houle,
Danielle Phillips, and Mark Robinson

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko
' DATE, TIME . January 23, 2003, 7:34 - 8:07 a.m., EST

AND PLACE: . ' Oval COffice

The President: Yes, sir, Vladimir, how are you? (U)

: (j : President Putin: Good morning. Very_well,'thénk'YOu very much.
I am very glad to hear from you Geoxrge. (U)

The President: I am upbeat and I hope you are. (U)

President Putin: Thank you. (U)

The President: I have a couple of issues I think we need to
deal with, and I want. to.talk to you about two issues. (U)

_?resident Putin: Please. (U)

‘The President: The first issue is North Korea. First, I wanted
"to thank you; Vladimir, for your active diplomacy on this issue.
The idea of Kim Jong Il having a nuclear weapon is dangerous for
the world. You have recognized that, and I want to thank you
for that. By your active participation, it shows the world that
this is not a North Korea-U.S. issue, but an issue that must be
solved with friends working together on a multi-national basis. .
~I believe by working multi-nationally, that Kim Jong Il will
understand that'if he expects help and respect, then he must’
( abide by certain rules. To this end, moreover, we will study
- | TCONTIERNPERE
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any proposal that you think is wise and necessary that will

‘( bring logic and sensibility to this man. My suggestion is that

: we get this to.the United Nations Security Council, without the

threat of sanctions, and then establish a multi-national
committee of which you will be a key participant along with
China, Japan, and our European friends to deal with this issue.
But, my final point on this issue is that the sooner we get the
issue to an international forum, the sooner we will be able to
achieve our common objectives. That is really all I have to say
on North Korea. I would be glad to hear your response on that
or I can give you my thoughts on Iragq if you like. D& '

President Putin: George, I would like to hear your thoughts on
Irag and then I can react to both issues. (&

The President: Okay sir, I will. First, let me say I am very
disappointed with the progress being made in Irag. . Saddam
Hussein has no intention of disarming. The ingpectors are not
~ there to find a needle in a haystack, they are there to.confirm
whether or not he is dlsarmlng We have many examples’ of }
deception, which I have yet to explain to the American people ox:
the world. We have a cleaxr case that I will make at some point -
in time and everyone will see the 1og1c and. reasoning of the. ‘
case. As you know, we are sending troops to the region. It is.
( important for Saddam to know we are serious. The only way for
Saddam to disarm is for him to know the intent of the world. I
have made no decision militarily, but I am very serious about
him disarming. We are continuing to work -with our friends, such
as you. I will continue to consult with you, my friend. Of
course I watch with interest, the diplomatic, let me see if I
can think of a polite word, games, being played with the French,
Germans, and the British, all of which sends mixed -signals to
Saddam Hussein. Let me be clear, the British are with us, but
it seems there is a rivalry between the three, that is my point.
My only point, Vladimir; is that time is running out, and the
idea of extending the 1n&pect10nq does nothing more than
embolden Saddam, and give him more time to try to fool the world
and delay the inevitable. I still hold out hope that Saddam
will disarm peacefully, but if not, I am prepared my friend, to
lead a coalition to disarm him.. I will stay in touch with you
as issues develop and I am beglnnlng to pack my bags for the-
300“‘ann1versary of 8t. Petersburg I am saving my best Eie.

m.

‘PresidEnt Putin: You ended your conversation on a very positive
note. If you are finished, I will allow myself to respond to
( what you have just said. {U)
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(‘ The President:  Yes, pleasef (U)

President Putin: So, I will begin from what you finished on
Irag. I remember where we started. You have on Iraq an order
to make him accept internaticnal 1nspectors without any
conditions. And we did it because I did what I promised. We
also supported a tougher. resolution, and we consider that it was
not necessary, but to continue our interaction and our unity '
with the United Nations we proceeded with the resolution. Now,
~you repeated that you believe the use of force is not necessary,
and of course we welcome this. Force in the Middle East brings
us nothing by itself. As you do, I also believe that all the
efforts should be made to resolve the problem by peaceful means.
The key problem is whether he has weapons of mass destruction or
not. If we can say to the effect that he has weapons of mass
destruction, it should be up to the inspectors to find them. I
. do not have any doubt, the United States and Russia, and
especially you and me, should not have any deubt that the
international inspectors are prepared to do their jobs
faithfully.. They have said that they are not encountering any
obstacles in Irag. Moreover, in order to support the work of
inspectors, 1 sent the Deputy Foreign Minister to Irag in order
(' to help inspectors work without any condltions 1f good
conditions are created for the inspectors, we will. have good
results. We received information from the inspectors to the
effect that our efforts produced results in Irag and some
decisions were taken by Iragi leadership. For example, they got
access to private houses and permission for some scientists to
leave the pountry,‘which'is another step forward. I think this
is a result of our joint efforts, which we are conducting with
the Iraqi leadership and our joint efforts produced these
results On one hand, it is pregsure, on the other hand, it is
the work we are conducting with the Iraqgi leadershlp And of
course, as you know, inspectors are conducting inspections
whether they are satisfied about encountering obstacles or not.
If I am not mistaken, they should report to the Security Council:
—at the end of the month about their efforts. And I am not, of:
course, listening to all of these statements made by the Foreign
Ministers, but.as far as I know they are saying all of the
correct things. Powell and Ivanov havée good contacts between
each other at the highest levels. All efforts are being made
for us to work together with good understanding and close
direction.  We also believe. this approach is being followed by
our U.S. friends. George, you also know that I have never used
this issue in our internal politics, and I think that those who
( do are mistaken. In the very near future, I will visit Berlin
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and Paris and will also meet Berlusconi. I expect that we will

( continue our joint endeavors on these Iragi matters, which of
course is very complicated and we will work very closely. I aim
to work closely with you and to get our Foreign Ministries to do
s0, as well. sl

Now on North Korea. When we met outsideé St. Petersburg, you
told me at that meeting you were interested in our efforts in
the area, of course taking into considera;idn'our relationship
with North Korea. And proceeding from this assumption, I
recently sent Deputy Foreign Minister Losyukov to meet with Kim
Jong Il. He spoke with him for 6 hours. He also spent time
with the. Deputy Foreign Minister. It was a good conversation.
I am going to share with you, in a frank manner, the results of
those conferences. Your experts will be able to assess what is
accruing, but I will tell you what is going on in Pyongyang.
First and foremost, they resoclutely oppose the statements .
allegedly made to Kelly in 2002 about the nuclear program. - They
said statements were extorted by the American side to be used
- later on. They said, at the present stage, North Korea does not:
have any plans to create nuclear weapons. But, most importantly®
North Korea will be able to return to the NPT. Given, of :
course, there will be guarantees with its security, economic
g problems, and sovereignty. I think that it provides a basis for
<. the solution to these problems. Kim Jong Il personally says he
is prepared for removal of concerns with direct dialogue with
the United States. Our diplomats have the impression they are
prepared for flexibility or even reciprocity. And also another
condition, I don’t know whether you like it or rot, but you
“should kﬁow it, they consider the one basic condition is the
‘'written guarantee for their security and sovereignty which will
be provided by the United States of America. I draw attention
to the statement you made about resolving the problem without
the use of force. I think thisg is a good start of constructive
dialogue. Probably you, and your experts in:the State i
Department, understand that what is going on in Irag only
exacerbates the situation in North Korea. Allegedly, there is
something in North Korea and Irag that can not be found as of
now. In one situation you have resorted to force, while you
- want to find some other resolution for the other. ‘The shortest
path to reducing tensions is direct dialogue. The North Koreans
are afraid of internationalizing the issue. They told us they
do not want that. We stand ready to help in the discussions.
Our original position was that there should be multi-national
guarantees, and we are cooperating with the United States. But
_ now that we hear from the North Koreans about their position, .
( maybe not. This might prolong the problem with North Korea.
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' Let Powell and Ivanov chat about this. We proceed on the same

( basis as the United States in that North Korea should be’a
nuclear-free zone. Mr. Armitage is here in Moscow now, the
Deputy Secretary of State, so I will give instructions for the
Deputy Foreign Minister to give him information about the
meeting that took place in North Korea. Now, about your saving
your best tie for St. Petersburg, I am going to have them sew me
up a new suit for the occasion. I also believe other leaders.-
will have their spouses with them, because they should take part
in the fest1v1t1es, it will be beautiful. (&

The President: Yeah, it will cost me a little money, that is
the problem. (U) :

President Putin: You know we formally will also have a summlt
with the EU. The number of:part1c1pants is growing very
guickly. You know in Europe, the EU is very rapldly expandlng

s

The President: Yes, I know they are, but they are not axpandlngi
w1th two very ‘important countries, me and you. ~ T

President Putin: Yes, you are right. (U)

The President: Listen, Vladimir, thank you for the phone call.
We will continue to consult on North Korea. I will tell Colin
about our conversation. I feel very strongly that we can’t make
this a U.S.-North Korea issue. It is a problem for the
Japanese, it is a problem for the South Koreans, it is a problem
for the Chinese. It 13 a problem for you, it is a problem for
the world and Mr. Kim Jong Il has to understand that. We will
figure out a strategy to achieve our common objective. So,
thank you, friend, I will stay in touch, I promise you. &)

President Putin: Thank you very much, and give my best regards

to Laura. (U}
The Presidené: Thagk you} sir. Best wishes ﬁé Lyﬁdmila. (U)
_President Putin: 'Alright. (U) o
The Pfesident: -Good—bye. (U).
-- End of Conversation --
{
B S
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‘Interpréter: . Peter Afanasenko

'DATE, TIME February 1, 2003, 1:44 - 1:48 p.m. EST
AND PLACE: Residence '

The President: Vladimir, thank you for calling. (U}

Pregident Putin: George, 1t seems that it is only once a year
that we get a chance to call each other and congratulate each
other with a nice event like Christmas.” The rest of the time
'it's either about other matters or a tragedy. This is a horrlbly
(’ - tragic event that strikes one right in the heart. I can imagine
' that with all of the cther things that you have rlght now, you
didn't need this one. . We are so sorry about the’ people who died.
In addition, we have been cooperating in this area so closely and
for so long. Our space people are clearly suffering.  Our space
specialists feel that they and your people are all members of the
same team. We take this as our own tragedy with, literally tears
in ocur eyes. I embrace you and please pass on our deepest
condolences to the American people from all of us. [S

The President:' Thanks, Vladimir. I am honored that you called
me and in tough times it seems that you are always the one to
call first. I have spoken to the families of those who perished
and I am going to go on TV to address the American people about
our heartfelt grief. I want to thank you for sharing in that
grief. No doubt we are on the same team on many things, but at
the same time, the world sees most clearly how we are. together
when we cooperate in the exploratlon of space. Now our
cooperatlon will have to be even closer because we have two
Americans and one Russian who are on the space station. Our
experts will have to work even closer. I will speak to the head
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of our space program. So the great Russian space program and the
' : U.S. program will have to make sure that they have all of the
( provisions and everything they need up there. Stay in touch, and
I thank you for 'your support. It means a lot. (W '

President Putin: George, you have a strong‘naﬁure, and I know

that you will preserve and cope with this. I embrace you. [
& ; ‘ ¢

The President: Thanks for your call friend. I will be talkirg

‘to you soon.  Good-bye. (U) , I '

-- End of Conversation --
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THE WHITE HOUSE
'( S 'WASHINGTON_-
MEMORANﬁUM OF - TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : : Telcon with President of Russia  (U)

PARTICIPANTS: ’ " The President
8 ‘President Putin

Notetakers: Nikki Wllllams,(knlln Crosby,
David Lee, and Leslie Radcliff -

Interpreter: Peter Afanasénko

DATE, TIME February 4, 2003, 7:35 7:47 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: : - The Oval Office

The President : Vladimir, how are you today? .(U)

' President Putin: I'm okay. How about you? (u)

The President: - I'm on my way to .Houston to give a speech to the
_ families about the grief we all share, but I’'m.feel ing fine.

( Laura and 1 were eating breakfast and I saw in the newspaper you
and Silvio having dinner with the temperature outside -6 degrees
Fahrenheit. . That’s why next time, I'm coming when the weather’s
going to-be warm, so that when we sit outside the soup will be
hot. (D) ' o :

.President Putin: Yes. Actually, I promised him it was about
-24 degrees Celsius. (U) o

The President: Listen. Very quickly, Vliadimir, I want to say a
couple of things. First, tomorrow, Colin Powell wi ll be giving a
speech to the UN, 1In the speech will be two points I think you
.will find interesting. First, there will be clear evidence that
Saddam has' no intention of disarming. And, -second, there is a
clear terrorist link, a clear al- Qaida link betwemi Saddam
Hussein’'s government and al- Qalda, agents who are trained and
manufacture pcisdns that can be used against us and you. I want
to send over a high-level delegation to brief you on the evidence
that we have. I think you will find it threatening, to you and
us. We will continue to work, Vladimir, of course, with the "
Security Council. As I said publicly the other day, if there is
an opportunity for a resolution, fine. So long as it does not
delay the consequences or prohibit' nations, our nations, from
achieving the objective of disarming Saddam. And, £inally, in ‘
( . Powell's speech, I want you to hear, to get your representatives
~CONPIBRNPIAEr ‘ ‘
Classified by: Gregory L. Schulte-
Reason: 1.5(d) g :
Declassify on: 02/05/03

NwWH: 78134 DocId: 34685254




*ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁ?fﬂﬁ ‘ ; 2

p to listen very carefully for connections with Chechnya through

L the Pankisi Gorge by al-Qaida in Irag. And so, that's why I'm
calling to stay in touch with you prior to Colin Powell’s speech.
‘and, we, of course, can talk afterwards and continue our
discussion because I consider you a friend and important
participant in this process. (&

President Putin: George, thank you very much for this call.
I should say to you that Powell’s speech is of great interest.
Cur personal contact is very important tc me and I value your
personal opinion. I talked to Silvio Berlusconi and he told me
about his visit to Washington. I just want to tell you that he
is your most consistent supporter in Europe. Of course, you have
a lot of supporters in Europe, but he is quite excited and he has
a tough character. We will work towards fully disarming Hussein.
I told Berlusconi this and I'm telling you this now - in the
future, we need to press him until he disarms and until we get
the required solution, and of course, we ought to look at the
work done by the inspectors. We need now to know what they
really need to succeed and what conditions we must put before
Irag. We need to know what documents they need and what access
to what sites they need. We need to know if Saddam is hlnderlng
the inspectors or is cooperatlng with them. Blair called me
yesterday and described to me the understanding he has with you

( and about the work on the next Security Council resolution. We

' will listen to Colin Powell’s speech with great attention. I was
a little surprised to hear about these links between al-Qdida and
Irag. Of course, we have to treat this seriously. We will
listen with great attention to what is said about Chechnya. I
wish you courage in your talks with the survlvors‘ families in
Houston. I, too, know how it is. I had to do the same ‘thing
with the families of the sailors lost on the submarine Kursk.
I kriow this is a very difficult job but you're a courageous man.
We could talk in St. Petersburg and make joint cooperation in
gpace one of the issues; that is, if you and your specialists
want to do this. Thank you very much. 08}

The President: Thank you, Vladimir. I‘11 talk to you scon. (U)

President Putin: I 'embrace you. All my best to you. (U}
The President: All the best. {(u)
pPresident Putin: ‘Bye. (U)

The Pregident: 'Bye. (Uf

--  End of ‘Conversation --
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President Putin

Notétakers: Jill Sandler, Danielle Phillips,<
Mark Rebinson, and Jenna Gaylean

\ _ interpreters: Peter Afanasenko
DATE, TIME' = February 27, 2003, 7:35 - 7:52 a.m., EST
AND PLACE; Oval Cffice -

The President: Viadimir, it‘s good to hear your voice todéy.
And of course, I'd like to discuss several serious issues. (U)

‘President Putin: I’'m very glad to hear you, too., I see you on

the t.v. screen and you sound very tough. (U)
The President: I'm learning from you. (U)

'( President Putin: Well, I don’t know who's 'learning from whom.
L (u) ' "

The President: Well, let me first say the Irag issue must not
come between me and you and our countries, and I don’t think it
will, but you must understand this issue is serious because. we
believe Saddam is a threat to our people and your people as well.
And so I'm just calling to stay in touch, friend to friend. I
happen to believe it’s time to bring this issue to a head in the
U.N. Security Council, so in the next few days we will be working
with you and others to get a second resolution up. I firmly

. believe Saddam isn’'t going to disarm and is stalling, and I
strongly believe that the socner this ends, one way or another,
the better it is for everyone involved. Your Chief of Staff
Voloshin came and I appreciate you sending him. He assured me
you were. not playing politics in Europe and I thank you for that.
It is very important that that should not be the case. I say
that because the French in America are taking a serious beating
in the press. Even the left-wing press, which doesn’t like my
decisions on Iraq, are belittling the French. The relations with
the French are important, but we will have serious damage control
to do because the American people are very angry with the way the
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French are trying to divide the world. And so we’ll stay in
. touch on this-issue over the coming days, but I would like to see
( . if we can come up with a common position. And also, on North
' Korea, very quickly, it is essential, Vladimir, that we continue
to work together to figure out the best way to convince
Kim Jong-I1 to get rid of his nuclear ambitions. The so-called
bilateral approach between the North Koreans and the
United States will simply reinforce his bad behavior and
w1111ngness to create conditions for blackmail. And that's why
it’s very important that Russia and China and Japan and South
Korea and the United States. work together to. convince
Kim Jong-I1 that if there is going to be any aid and help, he has
to abandon his nuclear ambitions. Perhaps the country with the
‘most at stake is China, and I've spocken to Jiang Zemin and to
Hu Jintao, and teld them that when Hu Jintao takes power that
China must show good behavior; it has to be responsible for its
pehavior with North Korea. 1It‘s very important -- she has more
to lose if he were to start putting warheads on missiles, or
gelling warheads. So we’ll work together on issues of primary
importance, but it’s clear.-the key thing is when Russia and the
United States work together, the world will be more peaceful, and
it’'s important for you to know that that’s how I think. So
that‘s all T have to offer this morning. TS

President Putin: Thank you very much. Let me start with North
: Korea~-here, I understand and agree with you completely. We are

(' ready to do everything we can to be effective. . If you do not '
want to go the bilateral route, then we will geek other opticns
in order to find a solution, and we will not insist on a
bilateral apprcach. And you have given the proper signal on
China‘s role. Now moving onto Irag. There are many
personalities who hold different views on Iraq. However, we must
approach this without any emotion. And remember, what they used
to say back in the times of ancient Greece: “You are angry,
therefore, you are not right.” I totally agree with you that
this Iraqg business will end sooner or later. And it is an
important problem. It should be solved, one way or another. "We
have deep and abiding interests there. After this, we will get
to like each other once again. Europe will need the ‘
United States again. And I keep saying this to all of my
European colleagues. I say that in private, and in public as
well. When I went to Paris and met with the President, I said in
live broadcasts that I can honestly call the President of the
United States my friend. ™ ‘

The President: Thank you very much. (U)

President Putin: In this situation, we must not have different
signals. These are important issues, and we cannot subject
(' ; ourselves to emotions. &

B
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President Putin: Iraq is, however, doing a number of positive
things: Irag has handed over a list of experts who had
participated in the destruction of weaporns of mass destruction.
They have given us authorization for reconnaissance flights.  But
this is not enough. We need to keep presasing him. I sent former
Prime Minister Primakov to meet with Saddam a few days ago and he
tried to convince him to do a variety of things to rule out the

- possibility of war, 'and he was feeling him out about the
possgibility of Saddam’s leaving. Now you know our position on
finding a peaceful solution. We feel that the inspectors should
formulate their requirements. If Irag disrupts these
requirements, our position will be a lot tougher. 'I would like
to end with your idea. The two of us cannot lose sight of our

. 8trategic relationship just because of Irag. And it will not
affect our personal relationship either. &

The President: Vladimir, listen, thank you. Your defense . of me
as a person wasg very honorable of you. We will stay in touch,
this is coming to an end over the next few days. We have to keep
track of events; we must maintain our dialogue and we must move
. forward together. All my best to Ludmilla and the girls, and my
best to you. (& ' : '

‘(’ ‘Presideﬁt Putin: And to you, also, and to your wife Laura.
Ludmil}a asked‘mg that she convey the best regards to Laur§.> 8y
The‘Pfesident: Very'good sir, we'll talk goon. ‘(U)

P;esident Pqtin:- We will flnd the right solution COgether (U).
The.Président: Thank'you. ‘Bye-bye. (U}
pregident Putin: Bye—bye._ (U)

-- BEnd of Conversation --
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~ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: - '~Telcon with President of Russia

PARTICIPANTS: The President
Fresident Putin

Notetakeray Jill Sandler, Jeff Blaiﬁ,.
Mark Robinson, and Diana Trevino

Interpreters: Yuri Shkeyrov

DATE, TIME March 6, 2003, 4:21 - 4:53 p.m. EST
AND PLACE: Oval Office S

The. President: Vladimir, how are you at 0120 in the morning?
I'm amazed you're still awake. {U) '

President Putin: TIt’s actually only 12:20. I just arrived from
Siberia, I just got to Sochi. It’'s 10 degrees above centigrade
here, while in Siberia it was 30 degrees below.. (U)

The President: ' I always knew you were a strong man. A couple .
of .quick points before you go to bed. I told you we would talk.
Colin will talk to Igor, Condi talked to Sergei, on how to get
your advice, if pessible, on how to move- forward on a resolution
with Iragq. I'd like it if we could go together, but one of the
caveats is this process can’t drive on much longer. If you are
in a position to veto, this would be very damaging and we have
to try to avoid that. It's important to get a resolution. A
Someone mentioned that we should not pass a resclution, but . your
friend and mine, Tony Blair, really needs one, so we’'re going to
rush it, so there will ke a vote. And my sincere hope is we get
cur respective parties to come up with a sclution that is
satisfactory for both of us. Let Igor and Colin-work on the
language. If they come up with something, it.would be a very
important signal to the entire world. The French; I don't know
what they’re doing, but it is not helpful. You assured me that
you would not get invelved in European pelitics, and that is
good, but really, I'd just like your opinion. MW
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President Putin: George, what I meant is that I said we're not
going to turn the Iragi situation into a domestic political
problem. We don’'t want to use this in crder to fuel the
anti-American feelings. We are not doing that now and we won't
do that in the future either. But this does not mean we don't
have an internal problem here. Our position has been stated a
long time ago and it was always open and we stated it publicly.
My colleagues and I spcke to Condi, to,Secretéry Rumegfeld, and
to you and we have not changed our policy. 1It's hard to say
that we said one thing and then put you and Blair in a gifficult
position. I used to say that 1441 was not needed because we
could have continued with Irag with the previous resolutions.
But to support you and Tony, I gave instructions in a way to
support this resolution. .I know that Tdhy is facing a hot
situation back in his country and I don’'t want to create any
difficulties that would hurt our relationship and I don’'t want
our relationship tc get worse. But if we take a decision that
doesn’t address our interests, then we will find ourselves in
difficulty and will be facing problems in international
relations. You kncw that last year, the international committee
of the U.N. considered the human rights situation in Chechnya
and the anti-Russian resolution was not passed only because of
the Islamic states. Today, we cannot spoil our relations with
the Islamic states. We will not receive support from our new
allies. There are other problemeg as well. We have always been
frank and sincere and we were opern in St. Petersburg with you,
me, Condi, and Igor. Our relatiocns have always been open and
honest and that has been my attitude to, the United States and to
you perscnally and will always remain so. We believe that
hostilities are a mistake and we should not elaborate on this
over the phone. We are prepared to discuss any option that does
not lead to war and Ivanov will be prepared to talk seriously
about the text as long as it doesn’t lead to war. With regard
~to the European positicn, they can coincide with our position,
it is irrelevant. We will not take a pesition that will fuel
anti-American sentiments. And irrespective of the developments,
our strategic aim is to develop our relationship. Ratification
of the treaty on strategic armamehté‘should go the way we have
agreed. Tomorrow, I‘ll talk to Blair. We were supposed'to talk
today, but maybe he was aware we would talk today and put it off
until tomorrow. We have put our pressure on Irag and Ivanov has
already told that 'to Condi. I sent Mr. Primakov who met Saddam
Hussein and proposed that Saddam leave office: I believe you
were informed and made aware of his reaction. Well, we are
looking for an option that would please ‘all the sides. If we
succeed, we will be very happy. If not, well there's nothing
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that can be done. There are certain things that we can’t
cvercome, a redline we can't crogs. We can’t accept war and you
may have a different view. We cannct act erroneously. Well, I
don’t want to discuss what we have achieved from Saddam. ' I know
you think this is not sufficient, but I think that I will keep
in touch.. &) . ‘ ‘

The President: Thank you vliadimir for your point of view. We
do have a frank relationship and that is important We dec have
evidence that Saddam is a threat to the security of the American
people. Therefore he must be-disarmed now. It‘s a serious
matter and I understand your position cn the resolution but a
veto along with the French will damage relations. I don't want
that and I know you don’t want that. &)

President Putin: George, I don’t want that at all. I can
repeat that only once again. Our position was fair and clear
from the very beginning. To tell you frankly, I don’t :think
Saddam is a threat to America He is not even a threat to his
neighbors, because this is a weakened state and I believe your
experts understand that fully well. &)

The President: Vladimir, that’s a difference of opinion. I
don't think I'm being focled by experts. Just as we supported
you regarding the terrorists in Moscow. Look, we can argue all
‘day long whether or not he is a threat. I believe Saddam is a
threat to the American pecple. So we just need to understand
the gravity of the situation. Colin will work w;th Igor on
language, but- a veto would be a dlsaster Mo

Pregident Putin: I don’'t want to change our position especially
with regard with terrorism. We've always supported you. Qur
support on 9/11 was very expressive, and we are not changing our
positicn and we have been cocperating very closely. I think our
cooperation -was better after 9/11 than during World War II,
better than any time in the history of our relaticns. You are
.in a better place.to see where things are and to make decisions
on the interests of the United States, but I think beginning a
war is a mistake. We have invited Condi to come to Moscow. to
discuss this in more detail, but, given this situation, we can
hardly change our position, and we will have to vote against.

[y

The President: That'’'s going to be a problem. So, we’ll have to
see if Colin and Iger can work it out. Because to me, this
resolution is for Tony's sake. We’ve got what we’ve need in
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1441 and this ocbviously creates real tension and we”"ll have to
deal with that. (™

President Putin: I can only regret that. It is not in our
interest to spoil our relations with somebody and create
difficulties with anybody. To tell you frankly, we didn't
succeed in establishing a dialogue on this topic. We said what
we can do and what we can’'t. You listened, but you did not hear
that. I realize that Tony is in a difficult situation in his
party, and we, of course, don’t want to do him harm. But we've
mentioned to him that we can go up tc a certain line but we
won’t be able to cross it. He did nct hear that, and that is a
great pity. D&,

The President: We listen to you very carefully, Vladimir, and
you need to hear that. This has nothing to do with our
relationship but with Saddam and his threat to the
United States. If he doesn‘t disarm, we will disarm him with a
lot of countries by our side. I know you don't agree with my
assessment, but it is my obligatiorn as the President of the

/ United States. A veto won't help; it will cnly deepen the
split. Plus, there’'s a post-Saddam Iraq and we won't be able to
deal if there is a veto. 1It’'s important for ycu know my
pesition. Saddam’s fooling the world and you have to make a
decision whether he’s a threat or not. Look, we could talk
until its 10 A.M. your time. It’s very important for you to
know our position. I’ve waited a long time, I’'ve been patient, )
and we just have a difference in opinion as tc whether you think
he is a threat or nct. &Y ' | ' '

President Putin: I would like for you to understand me that I
don’t have any liking for Saddam and I don’t want to help him.
I did not want to tell you, but when Primakov told Saddam to
step down, he said, “You now state the United States position.”
Saddam got up and walked out. There’s no need to laugh at that.
We had other proposals to offer him.  We have nc liking for
Saddam. You are the president of your country and you have .the
right to make the right decision. I agree that the problem is
there but it can be tackled differently. There are other
problems that we are facing and there are other problems here
that I'm facing. The Security Council is a body where the
positions are agreed upon and if nothing can be agreed upon,
there is no reason for the Security Council. &N

The President: First of all, thank you for trying to get him . to
leave. 'He's not going to leave without any pressure. I just
wish you had been successful. The vote will be soon and I'm
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confident we'll be talking before thén. I hope that you'll take
this. into serious consideration and I wish you the best. (W

President Putin: Thank you very much. Please give my regards
to Laura. - I wanted to call you earlier, but I conly had a cell
phone. I know that Céndi is sitting next to you please give. her
my regards to her. (U)

The President: Yes, she’s right here waving. Very seriously,
take what I said and give my best to Lyudmila., (U)

President Putin: Thank you very much, I was happy to hear from
you. (1) -

The President: Good-bye. ()

-- End of Conversation --
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: o Telephone conversaticn with President
Vladimir Putin of the Russia Federation (U)

PARTICIPANTS : The President
Pregsident Putin

. Notetakers: Andy Green, Marko Broz,
Jeff Blair

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME ' March 18, 2003, 9:29 - 9:50 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hey Vladimir; how are you tcday? - (U)

President Putin: Very well, and I am glad to hear you. (U)

The President: I told you tha‘r we would continue to discuss
matters of world issues. This is just ancther chance to

continue efferts to talk leader to leader. (U)
President Putin: Yes. I was locking forward to your call. (U)
The President : Thank you and a couple points that I would like

to make and then I would like to hear what you have to say. I
appreciate Igor’'s article in some of cur papers talking about
the U.S. Ru551an partnership. We should not endanger this
relationship. That is what you.and I discussed, and I
appreciate your talking with the American public aleong these
lines. I recognized that we will never come to the same
 conclusion on Saddam Hussein, but I digd try very hard in the
U.N. .to achieve a consensus. For right now, the U.N. process is
over as far as I am concerned. There is a role for the United
Nations after operations, if there are military operations. .
There will be a role for the U.N. in the post-Saddam Iraq after
the war. I just want to assure you of that. Finally, and I say
if a war comes because perhaps the initiative that you tried -

could come to fruition and Saddam could still leave. Finally, I

think it is important that we watch this anti- American

sentiment. You have been gcod about not' enflaming antl Amerlcan
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sentiment but in some capitals they have not been as cautious.
For instance, in Paris there is anti-American sentiment and
because of that there is a significant anti-French backlash that
has ‘been hard for me to manage. I know that you. know this, and
I appreciate your understanding, but there is a difference
between disagreeing on an issue and unnecessarily enflaming the
passions of the pecple with anti-American slogans and bashing of
leaders. You have been firm in your opinion but respectful of
our relationship,'and I want to thank you for that. That is all
that is on my mind today, and I am confident that we will
continue the dialogue as matters unfold I appreciate your
taking my phcne call [\ '

President Putin: Thank you, George. Thank ycu for your call.
Thig is important for me. It.is true that your opinions on Iraq
diverge from mine. I have carefully studied your address to the
nation, and I cannot say that I agree with everything in the
address, but I do believe that the fundamental significance of
our state-to-state relationship -is more important. Even more
important to me are our persoenal relations, and as -you can see,
I am refralnﬁng from commenting on your address. If the
military operation does start, then I will have to comment, but
I will not make comments in a way that will belittle our
perscnal relaticnship. As far as our disagreement on the
political issue is concerned, I will just say that we have
discussed this more than once, and I can see some specific
things tHat I find wrong. I believe that if we had acted
jointly and consistently without the use of military force, then
we could have achieved the same result. This concerns not only
Irag but also the rest of the Middle East region. We could have’
pressured other countries in a way that could have benefited the
region as a whole. The second point that I weould like te draw
your attention to, is that, and I believe this is significant.
You said that the geal is - a regime change, however, this is not
something provided for in the U.N. charter or in international
law. Also, it would be unfair to say that the Iragis have done
nothing. Your military preparations and diplomatic channels
have pushed Irag to do many things. The most important thing,
and I have already mentioned this, is that we should not
substitute the law of force for international law. I do agree
that we should bring this process back to the channel of the
U.N. and this should be regardless of how the situation in Irag
unfolds. 1In this vein, I have given instructions to Ivanov to
go to New York tonight. His mission is not to-score propaganda
points with regard to the Irag situation and it will not be .to
enflame anti-American sentiment in the U.N. It will be to
determine the future of inspections. We have sent them there
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to facilitate the process, and we should at least thank them.
Some of them have even died, as you know. I talked earlier
today with the new president of the People’s Republic of China, -
ahd he told me that one of his best people died there. This is
an important instrument of international inspection, and we
should not lose this. We should jointly see how we can minimize
the damage to the U.N. I would like to repeat this. I know
about the sentiments cof your aides, and I do think we should
return the process to the U.N. S}

The President: Let me make sure we are.clear on this. ‘I think -
the United Nations shculd be involved afterwards if there are
mllltary operations, but my Judgment is that the United Nations.
i3 through. M=y

President Putin: This is what I meant. (U}

The President: Okay. (U)

Pregsident Putin: If the war does staft, then later on we should
return to the process of the United Nations. This will be in
the interest of the United States. &

The President: - Ckay. I understand what you are saying.
I agree. (U)

Pregident Putin: 1In spite of the differences on Irag, the
United States and Russia should cooperate in the interests of
international peace and stability. I know that the United
States Senate has ratified the Treaty on the reduction of
strategic potentials, and we have sent the Treaty toc our Duma
and it is scheduled to be voted on this Friday. S

The President: ©Oh good, Vladimir. Thank you. (U)

President Putin: If a military operation does start, then we
might want to hold back ¢n this due to unfoldlng events in Irag
S0 that there is no scandal. (&

The President: I understand. (U)

President Putin: This cou;ﬂ make things worse. (O

The Preasident: I am confident. Aren’t you confident that you
can get it passed? (8 '
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President Putin: Yes. It will pass, and I would like. to
reiterate that our geal is to cooperate with the United States.
It will pass. The only issue is the. tactics in terms of the
time frame. D& '

The President: I understand. ({U)

President Putin: I agree with you that right now it is
important for us to demonstrate that cur long-term commitment is
to cooperation with the United States. M.

The President: It was just confirmed. That is great. (U)

President Putin: ‘Thank you, George. (U)

The President: That is all for today. (U

President Putin: Finally, I would like to repeat the invitation
to you to come to-St. Petersburg later this year. This would be
an important meeting regardless of how the situation in Irag

unfolds because it would be a rather informal event. It would
be even better to get together to discuss this and other
important issues as well. DSy

The President: I hope to be able to make it., I know you put a
lot of planning into it. St. Petersburg is one of the greatest
cities in the world. Another thing, I appreciate your
instructions to Igor tc come and not enflame passions. I
appreciate that a lot. You know how those diplomats can behave.
I have trouble with mine as well. & ‘

Pregident Putin: Yes. It should not become a sport. (U}

The President: I have trouble reining mine in as well.
"Vladimir, I will talk to you soon. My best to your family. 0%

President Putin: All the best to your family too. (U)

--End of Conversation--
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| _ THE WHITE HOUSE
( ‘ ' WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: o Telcon with President Putin of Russia

PARTICIPANTS: The President
President Putin

Notetakers: Chris Legrand, David Lee, and
Jeff Blair ‘

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME A March 24, 2003, 10:15 - 10:42 a.m. EST

AND PLACE: ' Oval Office AR : ‘

The‘President: Vladimir, good to‘hear,from YOu. (U}

President Putin: I am glad to hear you, gqod morning. (U)
(T . The President: Thank you for calling. (U)

President Putin: Thank you very much for responding so sw1ftly
to my request. There are a few issues that I would like to
discuss with you. The first set of issues ccncerns Iraqg and the
second coricerns our bilateral relationship! We have received
information from the State Department regarding your concerns of -
alleged supplies of military and specialized equipment into
Irag. I am caliing to tell you spec1flca11y that there have
been no shlpments of such items Lo Irag. Cf course, we are
going to check all .the information of any kind to confirm this.
Any names of companies that you give us, we will check very
carefully. If we do find anything at all of this kind, these
people will be subject to Russia’s criminal code and will be.
~duly prosecuted. I doubt it, but I repeat that we will check
everything. Several times we have discussed similar 1ssues with
regard to Iran. We received informaticn from the U.S.

including the possible procurement of aluminum tubes by Iran.
that could be used for enriching Uranium. Right now, according
to the information from the IAEA, which has not been publicized,
they found that Iran indeed does have these items. This '
coincides with our information. However, these items have been
~CONFEBENEI Ay
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supplied to Iran by a company called Urenco 1ltd. and this is an

(‘ English, German, and Dutch company. I want to remind you that
our intelligence services gave you information on some U.S. and
other companies that have been involved in supplying both Irag
and Iran. I believe that we need to centinue to ccoperate with
respect to both of these countries, but I realize that Iraq is
the priority. I would like to assure you that we are 901ng to
work objectively and actively on this account.

The President: I appre01ate that. ()

President Putin: The second issue concerns the plans that we .
discussed to deploy a refugee camp to accommodate refugees that
might be fleeing across the border into Iran. I would like to
tell you about this and if there is any interest on your part,
then our services can talk to each other about ways to cooperate
in this area. The second question concerns the following:

there are unfortunately some POWs, including U.S. scldiers. I

. have instructed Foreign Minister Ivanov to contact the Iraqgis
and to get them to implement the Geneva conventions. In thig
context, I have a proposal; however, it will be implemented only
if you are irterested. If this makes sense to you, if you find
it useful, then we will have our Russian Ambassador meet with
the Iragis so that he can demand to be allowed to meet in

'( Baghdad with the U.S. prisoners of war. I have not discussed
‘ this with Irag and have not told anyone else abcut this. I have

only discussed this with my Foreign Minister. If you find this
useful, let us know. The next issue concerns our bilateral
relations and does not concern Irag. In spite of present
differences, we should look for ways to demonstrate the positive
sides of our good relations. The Minister of Agriculture,
Gordeyev, received an invitation from his U.S. counterpart
Veneman, and I would like to confirm that Mr. Gordeyev ig
willing to fly to Washington at the earliest time possible. If
you find this necessary and useful, then we could report it as
one of the issues discussed in today’s conversation.. The last
thing is that the situation is now complicated and tough for
you. I know you are having a hard time with those in the
domestic arena and also with diplomatic relaticns. If you find
this necessary then we could discuss all these issues, including
our bilateral relationship. I would be willing to meet with you
face to face, preferably in a third country, if you feel this
makes sense. ?EQ ’ :

'The_Presideﬁt Let me work backwards. Let me think about the
meeting. It is an interesting idea. What is interesting,
( Vladimir, is that at home, I have never been more popular. .

CONFEERENTIAR
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Interestingly enough, the American people are in solid support.
' < My approval rating is currently at 75 percent, which is
remarkable. I readily concede that in certain countries arcund
the world, I am not that popular, but I dcubt I ever will be, so
I am not trying. If you, are from Texas, then it makes pecple
nervous, but the good news is that you don’'t get nervous.
Secondly, I think that it is a good idea regardlng the :
Agricultural Minister. Thirdly, let me talk to people about the
PCW issue. It is interesting., Let me talk to the appropriate
people, and Colin Powell will take over the issue. I view this
as a very kind gesture and I appreciate it. Along the same
‘lines, we will discuss the idea of refugee camps in Iran but, so
far, there have not been many refugees. It may make sense. I
appreciate your objective look into the information on arms
‘transfers that we think is very valid. " In like vein, we will do
the same with information you are providing us con Iran. Many in
the world are trying to strain our relations. I am saylng that
there is speculaticn in the press that many people in the
Governments cf France and Germany would like us to have strained
relations. There is great speculation in the American press of
‘the new French-German-Russian alliance to the detriment of the
United States. I don’t believe that is true until I hear that
directly. from you because I believe that our relations are
(‘ "strong. I do have one concern and that is that Igor Ivanov is
' thinking about putting down a resolution condemning U.S. actions
in Irag. I certainly hope that this is not true because that
would cause people to think that there is a problem with
U.S.-Russian relations. It seems that a better way is to show
that we are working together in coming up with something that-
would show that we are working together to ensure the ‘
continuation.of the oil-for-food program. - I remember when we
- first began our relations, we both lamented the fact that there
were people on both sides, in both our governments, who would
very much like our relations to fall back con a cold war
mentality. The thing that made your vision and my vision
different is that going into the 21°" century, we realized that
the cold war mentality must stop. I am still dedicated to that
principle. I really appreciate what you ‘said earlier in the
conversation that we would have disagreements and this will
‘happen but we must dedicate ourselves to a way which is
constructive. . I very much so feel that way. That is all I have
to say except to thank you for calling. We need to keep in
t0uch and I apprecmate your ideas. &)

President Putin: Just a couple of words in response to what you‘
said. It is true that our approach to the Irag ‘problem has
( : diverged instead of returning it to -a peaceful framework. Like
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you, I cherish the level of cooperatlon that we achieved, due to
( © “our special relatlonshlp Russia will not call for a Security .
‘ Council meeting and will not call for a resolution that you
mentiocned. In response to an alliance agalnst America, I
believe that both of us are grown up guys. We love fairy tales
but we don't believe in them. (&

The President: Very good. (U)

pPresident Putin: .I wish you all the best and take note in
regard to how you are doing at home. There are problems that
you are experiencing and I would like to wish you all the best.
I am familiar with such problems because of my experience with
the dire situation in Chechnya. By the way, we would like to
tell ycu that there was a referendum in Chechnya regarding
whether they want to be part of Russia and they have decided to
stay part of the Russian Federatlon That is a very positive
development. &

The President: Thank you. I knew you were working on that.
Thank you for ycur personal concern. The toughest decision for -
a President to make is the decision to send troops into combat.
We will stay in touch. These conversations are important for

(. U me. (S

President Putin: Okay, George, let’'s stay in touch. Thank you
very much. . (U) S :

. The President: Okay, sir. Thank you. {U)

~-BEnd of Conversation--

COMNEIDENTFRrkr
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SUBJECT :- ‘ ' Telcon with President Putin of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS : The President
«  Pregident. Putin

~Notetakers: Colin Crosby, Davxd Lee, and
‘Jenna Galyean’ :

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME ' April 5, 2003, B:04 - 8:23 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: . Camp David

The President: Good morning, Vladimir. How are you? = (U)

President Putin: I am fine, thank you. How are you?  (U)

The President: Good sir, thanks. I‘m calling to say thank you for

receiving Condoleezza Rice to meet with you and aenlﬂr members of |
your administration. USL

President Putin: I am aware of the fact that she is arriving
tomorrcw. Moreover, I have an additional proposal to make. Our

defense minister is supposed to travel to South XKorea, and then to
Japan. I suggest that he then travel further to Washington to meet

with Mr. Rumsfeld there. I must tell you bluntly that, in the.
context of hostilities in Irag, it might not look favorable for me
to keep up the high-level relationship between Russia and the U.S.,
but this would not be. the right thing to do. We have an agenda in
addition to Iraq between us. That's the prospect of ratification .
in Russia of the Treaty on Strategic. Offensive Reductions and the
subject of non-proliferation. In response to American proposals,
we also have our proposal on ABM. And on top of that, also our
joint effort in combating terrorism, and regarding Afghanistan.
And, I will be honest with you, this is a timely thing to do. We
are concerned about the radicalization of Muslim organizations.

.Up until now I have managed to keep them under control and I am
confident I can continue to do so. But it would be right to .
reiterate our mutual desire to renew U.S.-Russian relations. These
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( A are our proposals that will soon be reallzed if you believe this
is worthwhile. &)

The President: Yes, I do. I look forward to seelng Sergei when he
comes over here. I would like him to come by and say hello to me.

e

President Putin: - If you wouid-find time for that it wohld be
helpful. ™

The President: Easy for me to do. He is a good man, and I know he
is close to you. It will help us move past this difficult period.

President Putin: Especially since my first language is German.
His is English, he’s an old hand at English. {8

The President:  He's very good at English, and your Engllsh is
better than my Russian. (8) .

President Puﬁin: Unfortunately, his-Spahish is worse that yours.

(’ The President: How are you feeling these days? (&

] ’ ; ‘ -

President Putin: I’'m okay. The Muslims are fighting us. I'm
worried about them' sending weapons and volunteers Otherwise, I
would be fine. (™ ; ;

The President: We need to talk about that. {6

President Putin: We have responded in a very tough manner. We
have summoned the leaders of those organizations and given a very
strict warning. I also spoke on national television and made a
public statement to that effect. I have used soft language, I have
plainly said that we have no plans to get invelved. (& _

The President: I appreciate that, Viadimir (&)

President Putin: Igor Ivanov will also continue hlS contacts wzth
Powell. He had discussions with Powell in Brussels. We do have
proposals regarding development of a plan for our bilateral
relationship which will. set benchmarks. It would be nice if they
could follow through s

The President: Yes, they will. I look forward to seeing Sergei.
At some point, .we can get together. OQ)

( President Putin: I must tell you that so far we have been able to
keep these demonstrations in line. Even if we have scme, they are
not on a large scale. This is different from Europe. 7T8) :
~CONPERENPFAH ’
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The President: I appreciate that. I have been watching carefully.
It’s one thing to make a point and another to harass and make
personal attacks. You have refralned from personal criticism, and
I appreciate that. {(8). -

President Putin: In this connection, I would also ask you to exert
your influence as much as possible so that in the U.S. there would
not be anti-Russian feelings about’ special Russian equmpment in
Irag. (W :

The President I wiil. I think the American people will
appreciate the fact that you sald you would get to the bottom of

i, K

President Putin: ' Well, just for your ‘knowledge, it’s not that I
have just said I will get to the bottom of this matter. Already,
our special agents have. gotten toc work on these people, they have
not found anything yet. In fact, we do know what kind of systems
the Iragis have; Soviet systems, and anti- tanks systems from the
U.S5. They do not have modern Russian bystems there. Generally
speaking, Russia and the U.S. have a bad bilateral dynamic. We
] will discuss it with Condi here. Under any circumstances, we
(' should not remove from our agenda cur personal meeting in _ ‘
‘ St. Petersburg. I don't know what will happen with Irag. But the
sooner the better. Whatever happens .there militarily, we should
not remove from our agenda our meeting in St. Petersburg. The U. s.
President should not hide from anybody. While some people mlght
like at, - others will not.  In reality, it's a matter of vision, and
is of great importance for our bilateral relationship. This
‘meeting will benefit one and all. Now, in addition to all these
- gometimes ugly TV pictures of war, people should take a look at
others things. The International Space Station needs to be looked -
at jointly. And then there are other questions. We should let all
people see this picture of us working together. Ms) '

The President: Thank you, I appreciate that very good advice. I
think our relationship can be repaired. We are starting this
weekend with Condi’s visit, and there is no question that at some
point and time we will have a visit and talk face to face. Thanks
for taking my call. My best to Lyudmila and the girls., &

President Putin: Thank you very much. All the best to your
family. (U} , : _

The President: Thank you. Bye. (U),
-- End of Conversation --
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Interpreter: Pé;er Afanasenko

DATE, TIME - May 16, 2003, 7:35 - 7:48 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office
( The President: Vladimir,‘good day. It is good to hear youf voice.
- {U) . ' . :
President Putin: I am also glad to hear you. (U)

The President: Yes, I am ‘lcoking fbfward to coming to
St. Petersburg. You and I will have a good chance to talk. I look
forward to coming to that special city. (U) ‘ '

Pregident Putin: I am afraid'that very soon you will become even
more popular in that city than I am. (U)

The President: That is impossible. (U)

President Putin: Actually, I am quite serious saying that.
hccording to my information, people in St. Petersburg are quite
positive about your paying so much attention to their city and I will
also be eager to meet you. We had quite a good conversation with

- Colin Powell. I believe he will report on. that meeting in detail.
and, of course, you know that on the day of his visit to Mecscow, our
parliament ratified the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty. .
You know that the ratification was done by the vast majority of
votes. (W ' "
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( The President: I wanted to call and thank you very much for your
excellent reception of Colin. He already reported back,.and was very .
pleased with the meeting. It is very clear we will take our '
relatlonshlp Lo a new level. In St. Petersburg, we will confirm that
and that is very important. And, thank you for the vote in the Duma .
It was a positive vote, a very positive vote, and that was noticed in
our country. When we come to St. Petersburg, we have a lot to talk
about. The strategic partnership, a novel strategic partnership, it
is something you and I can expand on. And, of course, we can talk
about Iraqg and how we can go forward, and T want to thank you for
talking to Colin and 1lsten1ng to Colin about the U.N. role. Given,
however, the current environment, one of the things that will be very
important is for me and you to work.together to use our skills to
fight terrorism. I condemn the terror attacks in Chechnya and want
to express my sympathy for the tens of people killed by these
murderers. I know you spoke to your country today through your State
of the Federation speech. You were clear, articulate, and gtrong on
fighting terrorism and on the prollferatlon of weapons of mass
destruction. It was a very strong statement. ‘I want to thank you
for that. It is clear that the enemy still exists. They struck you
in Chechnya and struck us in Saudi Arabia. I want your oplnlon on
that as well, that is why I am calling my friend. &

(j - President Putin: Thank you very much for Fhis &all. This is always
- a special event when we talk .to each other I am pleased to hear
your v01ce e - -

The President: Thank you. %U)

President Putin: T am saying this quite frankly. It is important
for us to maintain such contact. We will be ‘able to do much in St.
Petersburg. We will be able to show everybody the fundamentals of
the Russia-U.S. relationship. In regard to Irag; I spoke to Colin
Powell, and I.believe he will report to you on the matter and I think
you will agree with me and actually you kept saying this. We want to
be partners and to meet mutual interests of each other. Tc respect
our interests, you know that there are many details and questions in
regard to this matter. Our experts will find ways to agree upon it,
and you know there are problems and issues directly related to
Russian interests, they comprise billions of dollars. I completely
agree with you, we ought toc demonstrate our unity in fighting o
terrorism. And, as you are, I am deeply moved and disturbed by -the
terrorist acts in Chechnya and Saudi Arabia. Please accept my.
condolences and deepest sympathy on this occasion. You know that the
signature was the same in both cases. The people acted on
instructions from one and the same center. . The developments in
Afghanistan are quite concerning, and I‘agree with you also that this

-( weapons of mass destruction proliferation is quite alarming. This is
one more field where we could and are cooperating together. And,
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(’ then there are some bilateral issues like economic issues. You know
the Atomic Minister and Agriculture Minister have visited and have
established good contacts. Our Minister of Defense will visit
Washington soon and if you find some time for him, I would like to
ask you to receive our Minister of Defense. [§)

The President: Yes, I will do that. (U)

President Putin: I want to thank you for that. Our cooperation in
this field is of great importance to us. The last thing is that our
experts and negotiators on economic affairs, Mr. Zoellick and Kudrin,
met in Paris and discussed acceptance of Russia into the WTO. I felt
the political impulse you had talked about previously, the positive
attitude towards Russian acceptance into the WIo. (B

The President: Yes, yes. (U)

President Putin: I want to thank you for that. And, I would like to
assure you that you are the most awaited guest in Russia. I will -be
waiting for you in St. Petersburg, we will do a good job, and in the

evening, we will have the pOSSlblllty of some rest. (U)
The President: Absolutely, we can have‘some blinis. (U)

-(- ~ President Putin: You can be sure there will be some blinis with
caviar. {(U) -

The President: Perfect. Listen, Vladimir, I am confident that our
relationship will move forward. You sound good and strong. (U)

President Putin: That is excellent, thank you very much. Talk to
you -later. (U) " : '

The President: Talk to you later. (U)

president Putin: Thank you, George. (U)

The President: ‘Bye. (U)

President Putin: Bye. (U)

e End of Conversation --
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Russia (U)
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Notetakers: Jeff Blair, Clarence Johnson,
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. Interpreter: Peter Afanasenkd

DATE, TIME June 9, 2003, 1:39 - 1:55 p.m. and

2:05 - 2:08 p.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office
' The President: Good day. (U)
President Putin: Dobriy den, Géorgg. I'm very glad to hear from
you., (U} o
The President: Thanks for calling. {U)

 President Putin: Thank you, too, for hav1ng answered so quickly,
I remember ocur meeting in St. Petersburg and Evian, e59801ally
our meeting in St. Petersburg, and I think we have sent a very
positive message to the world ©(U)

The President: Yes, we did. (U)

President Putin: . Now, about my possiblé visit to the United
States. Our foreign ministers have agreed preliminarily on 26
and 27 September. As far as I understand, you have also agreed

on these days, so we .can say okay to these days. (U)
The President: . Perfect. ‘(U)

(. -CONFIBENFIRE, .
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( President Putin: I plan to go via New York and speak at the

U.N. Now, the main thing, which was the cause of my calling you.

" First of all, I would like to congratulate you on the quite

effective work on the Middle East. I can't imagine how hard it
was. And it’s even more assuring to see that the progress is
here and is evident. Well, in fact, you have succeeded tc make
the first step, which is always the hardest. So, I would like to
hear from you a firsthand assessment, something new, some
details. Having in mind that we are now to work together in the
Quartet, and to agree upon our future movements and actions. Of .
course, we will provide all possible assistance to the
Palestinian Prime Minister, Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, and we will stay
in contact with the Israelis. Tomorrow we have here the Israeli
foreign minister, and I think we should not forget about the
Syrian and Lebanese tracks. Coming back to my initial question,
I would like to hear details you can cite about the meetings.

AV

The President: Sure. Thank you, Vladimir. First of all, I had
a very interesting meeting with Crown Prince Abdallah. _
Interestingly, in the course of the méeting, he recognized that
there is money coming out of the kingdom to fund terrorist
greoups, and he talked eloquently about preventing money from
<' coming out of Saudi Arabia to fund terror. He actually mentioned
Chechnya. T, of course, brought it up in the context of money
funding al-Qaida and Hamas and Hizballah. At any rate, I think
we’re making progress over there. I know you’re skeptical of _
Saudi Arabia, but I think you would have been encouraged by his
assessment. Unfortunately, not everybody in the kingdom agrees
with him. We just have to keep working on this issue.  Secondly,
the main objectives of the meetings were, of course, to really
bring Abbas into the international spotlight and to let Sharon
and Abbas have further conversation, as well as their Cabinets,
so they can learn to trust each other. In a private meeting with
- the Palestinians, we told them we expect them to develop a :
security force, and we told them that we, the international
community, the Quartet, want to help in the development of the
security force. Dahlan needs to implement it. Sharon is '
confident that his friends, that’'s me and you, will nct put him
in a position where he has to sacrifice the security cof Israel.
Our discussions with the Israelis must continue to remind them
that Abbas has publicly declared that he is interested in
fighting off the terror that decreases Israel’s security. So I
think we made progress. Of course, by not having Arafat there we
strengthened Abbas. And it makes Sharon and his government much
more willing to make concessicons such as more money back to the
Palestinians, and more travel for the Palestinians. He’s going
( ~ to knock down scme illegal outposts, so that's positive. What's
- 'not positive is Abbas is not firmly in contreol, and the process,
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; or the picture, caused the terrorists inside the Palestinian

(7 Authority to denounce the roadmap, to denounce the Quartet, and
take military action. 8o the message from the internalional
community has got to be a strong condemnation of those who reject
the process. The European community must put, Hamas on the
terrorist list.’ They denounced what we are trying to achieve.
Overall, though, I am.cptimistic.: And you'’re absolutely right
about Syria and Lebanon. We must all send a clear message to

- Asad that he must close down and get rid of the terrorist groups

that are headquartered in Damascus. Of course, the other center
for trouble in the region is Iran, and I want to thank vou for
your strong statements at the G8 on the Iranian nuclear program.
The IAEA has condemned it strongly, and we need to combine our
voices to condemn this program. All in all, I think we're making
progress, and I'm most grateful for your phone call. ' Of course,
we’ll stay in touch as we work together. Finally, on June 12, I
will be celebrating my father‘s 79" birthday, and you will be
celebrating your national day. I want to congratulate you on

that. M) o o ! ;
.President Putin: - So two natioﬁalfholidaYS. Thé birthday,of your
father and our national day. (U) ' ‘ - -
The President: Listen, ﬁhank you for caliing{ Vliadimir. (U)
( . President Putin: George, just two little‘observatiohs. I don‘t

know whether Mr. Sharon talked to you about this. He and some
other Israeli leaders think that Abbas is not strong enough, that
- he is quite a weak leader, but today we don't have anybody else.
We should keep in mind Arafat, and we shouldn’'t forget about him,
but-we should.develop our contacts with Abbas and we should
upgrade his status. ™ E ' '

The PreSident; Absoclutely, Vliadimir. (U

President Putin: Now, about Iran. You asked us to taik and to
work with the Iranian side concerning the terrorists of al-Qaida,
and we have launched this work. 0 o '

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: We have confirmation now from Iran that in Iran
there are some terrorists from al-Qaida. We will continue our
work ‘with the Iranians to expel these terrorists from Iran and
return them to their native lands. Sergey Ivanov will inform
Rice in more detail, and they will continue their work. Thank
you once again. M)

( {Line dropped. }

et
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{Line reestablished.}

The President: Vladimir, I just wanted them to get you back on
the phone so I could say thank you and I‘m looking forward to

seeing you. (U)

President Putin: Great. We are also preparing for Camp David,
~and I also would like to send my best regards to Laura. (U)

The President: The same back to Ludmilla. I’11 see you at Camp
David and we’ll have a great time. (U)

President Putin: Thank you once more, and I would like to
congratulate you again on your success in the Middle East. (U)

 The President: Well, we'll work together. (U)

President Putin: Gdodfbye.‘ Thank you. (U}

The President: .Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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DATE, TIME July 2, 2003, 7:38 - 7:57 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Vladimir, how are you today? (U)

(’ President Putin: George, I am happy to hear you. I, like you,
am very well, (U} |

The President: We were very impressed by the outflt you wore
when you saw the Queen of England. (U)

Pregsident Putin: I know that you are pulllng my leg (U)

The President: That’s rlght I am, because I know you well
enough to know that wasn’t your first choice of clothes. {U}

President Putin: We say that you cannot get, things right.
~without a bottle of vodka. I will" have 'my chance to laugh at
you when you visit in November I heard you are going there in
November, so I will be pleased to see you in that suit; (U)

The President: Maybe I can borrow the one you wore,. because I
don’'t own one either. (U)

President Putin: I must- tell you, I didn’ t have one either.
They made it for me special, and that was my first trial. I

R :
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' must tell you, there are some compllcated things for your
( securlty services, because you have to travel for five minutes
in an open carriage. (U) :
The President: Thank you for the warning. (U}

president Putin: This looks beautlful but we have to be
attentive in our times. (U)

" The President: Absolutely. That is right. (U)

President Putin: But, in genéral, I must confess to you, the
visit was very successful. ~ We had several talks with Tony.

They were very informative and substantive. - (U]
The President: Yes, he was.very pleased. That’'s.great. (U)
pPresident Putin: It seems it was useful. (U)

The President: Listen, I am calllng to visit on a couple of
subjects. First, the strategic dialogue. From my perspectlve,
we’'re making good progress. Respective cabinet officers are
talking. I hope you feel the same_way. (%)

( President Putin: It seems to me that was a good proposal and we
have to use that mechanism. ™Y

The President: Do you have any issues- I need to briné to my
pecple’s attention? I know that Hadley and Chernov met. (s

President Putin: I believe what we are discussing touches on
sensitive things, therefore we need confidence. With regard to
Iran and North Korea, some bilateral topics, we need to focus
our attention. But I would like to first congratulate you with
some advances in the Middle East. It was a brave decision to
make a trip there after the G8. Most of the doubters thought
nothing would come out of it, and that you staked your authority
on that. Now there is some positive movement, and we will do
our best to facilitate it. (™

The President: Thank you, Vladimir. I am obviously pleased.

Oon the other hand, I am very aware of reality. All it takes is
one suicide to upset the progress. We have to remain steadfast.
You are very steady in the war against terrorism and we can’'t
let terrorists disrupt the plans of peaceful men. &

‘( " President Putin: That’s right. (U)
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'(‘ The President: Listen Vladimir, two other things. On North
Korea, thank you for continuing to analyze and pressure North
Korea. I absolutely believe by working together we can convince
Kim Jong Il to stop nuclear weapons, as well as allow the world
to help him feed his people. The other issue is Iran, and I
thank you as ‘well for that. The EU has now begun to pressure
Iran very seriously about its nuclear ambitions. The IAEA is
becoming more involved. My only point is we speak with a common
voice. ‘1t will make it.less likely the Iranians will feel
emboldened to develop nuclear weapons. We're making progress,
and I want to thank you for your leadership on the issues. (8)

President Putin: I would 1likeé also to tell you a couple of
things about. Iran and North Korea. [W ¢

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: We have just received here in Moscow
Mr. Agazadeh, who is the head of the nuclear service in Iran.
We just used that visit to inform them of our concern regarding -
what you just mentioned, and that is development of nuclear
energy for military purposes. I would like to stress once again
(d what I already told you in St. Petersburg. We should not omit
or make any steps that make it possible for Iran to get a hold
-of nuclear materials for nuclear weapons. Our Minister of
‘Defense and Minister of Atomic Energy made that clear to him.
We stressed once again that Teheran should cooperate with the
IAEA in good faith, all its nuclear programs must be fully
transparent. I made the same point clearly to President Khatami
on June 16. What I mean is their signature of the additicnal
protocol with.the IAEA and Iranian guarantees to put all Iranian
programs under the control of the IAEA. We have the assurances
of the Iranian side that they are prepared to do that, but I
don’t know how they will do it in practice. And more than that,
we put pressure.on the Iranians that . they should listen more to
IAEA with regard to centrifuges and environmental samples, and I
spoke to you about that in St. Petersburg. I would like to
- remind you that those centrifuges were supplled by English,
German, and Dutch companies. (™

il

The President: Right. (U)

President Putin: Of'coufse, in our dialogue, we need trust and
openness and we should not use this for dishonest competition.

(o™
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( The President: Yes, that is right. (u)

President -Putin: We continue to follow closely the developments
in North Korea. As we agreed, in mid-July we will have closed
consultations at the level of deputy ministers of .foreign
affairs in Moscow and look at how the situation is developing.
We just hinted to the North Koreans that we are prepared to

of fer our territory for whatever talks they would like to have
with the Chinese; Japanese, Americans and South Koreans. We
need to keep our finger on the pulse of this matter, and we will
keep in touch with you regarding this problem. sy

The President: Yes, that would be great,-vladimir. Thank you
for that. I just wanted to stay on top of the issues as they
evolve. By working together, we can get a lot accomplished.

Ny
President Putin: ' Thank you very much and‘I-am-pleaséd to hear
your voice. (U} : :

The President: Great, we will talk soon. (U)

President Putin: I am getting ready for my trip to the U.S. and
(‘ Camp David, and very shortly I will send you a reply, an
: extended reply, to the letter you sent me on May 8 on economic
issues. I would like to thank you for your assistance on our
accession to FATF, the group on money laundering. We are o
nearing the date of July 4th, Independence Day. I congratulate
you and your family and all the American people. 0§

‘The President: Thank you, Viadimir. (U)

President Putin: I hope you will find a minute to talk on

July 6. I would like to talk to you for one minute to greet you
on your birthday. In Russia, we do not congratulate people on
personal events beforehand. (U)

The President: Absolutely, I will tell Condi I ‘am available at
your -convenience on Sunday. (U) :

President Putin: Thank you very much. (U)

The President: Listen, I will talk to you Sunday. (U}

President Putin: I hug yoﬁ. Thank you, thank you for your
( call. (U) ‘ ‘ '

NW#:78134 DocId:34685320




CE TR, , o 5

The President : Good-bye. (U}

President Putin: Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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( ' ' THE WHITE HOUSE .
' WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telephone conversation with President Putin

of the Russia Federation (U}

PARTICIPANTS: The President
' President Putin

Notetakers: Nikki Williams, Joe Morosco and
David M. Zimov :

-Interpréter: Peter Aﬁanasenko

DATE, TIME - ~ July 6, 2003, 12:00 - 12:05pm EDT
AND PLACE: ‘ Residence : ;

‘The President: Vladimir. (U)

'president Putin: Good afternoon, George. (U)

The President: How are you? (U)

President Putin: As agreed, I called to congratulate you on
your birthday. I hope you are well, I embrace you and I wish
you all the best and many happy returns. Yesterday, we had
another terrorist attack in Moscow. And, I appreciate very much
the very quick reaction on ycur part and the American side, and
I am very appreciative of that. I am.aware of your casualties
in Irag and we also are very full of sorrow. But, today is a
festive day for you and I would not like to spoil your
celebration. I wish you and your family all the best. &

The President: Vladimir, thank you. First of all, you’'re the
. only world leader who called and I am very thankful for that.
' Secondly, you understand what you and I face and that is these

unbelievable killers who do not value innocent ‘life. Our
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( prayers go to you and to the Russian people but we will stay
. strong. Together we will defeat these people. .(U)

President Putin: I quite agree with you, George. Excuse ‘me.

The President: .Go ahead. (U)

Pregident Putin: ' Once again I will not torment you on this
festive day of yours. I would like to congratulate and I
embrace you. My best to Laura .and your girls. I was told your
father is visiting Russia in early- September. If he comes I
will try to meet with hlm sy

' The President: That'd be great. He'd love to meet you. I have
told him a lot about you. | b(6) |
b(6) |
b(6) | And, you give my best to Ludmilla and
your girls. (&) |

‘President Putin: Thanks. (U)

”( ' The‘President: ‘Thénks for calling and we’ll talk again soon.
(u) , ‘ 5

" President Putin: All the best. (U)

The Preéident: You're a good man. Thank you. (Ul

President'ﬁutin: Bye bye. (U)

-~ .End oﬁ‘Conversatioﬁ. -

/‘—\
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( | ) THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

‘SUBJECT: ' Telephone Conversatlon with the President of
Russia. (U)
PARTICIPANTS : The President -

President Putin

Notetakers: Nikki Williams, Chico Negron, -
and David Lee

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME August 16, 2003, 9:13 - 9:24 a.m. CDT
AND PLACE: . Crawford, Texas
(  The President: Yes, Vladimir. How are YOui'sir? A{m

President Putin: Very well. I’'m glad tofhear frem you. -
Everything is fine. (U) - :

The President: Good. I'm'sitting here on hy ranch. 1It’s going
to be 100 degrees today, but I'm out of Washington. (U)

President Putin: I envy you but here things are fine as well.
Just recently, Ludmilla and I were remembering you and Laura.
Suddenly, I hear that you would like to talk to me. It is kind
of a coincidence. Here we believe it is a. good omen, that you
are going to be rich and live a long time. (U)

The President: That’s great. Listen, the first thing is I
talked to my father this mornlng I told him that I was going
to speak with you today and he told me you kindly invited him to
come down to Sochi. He said he is going to go, so thank you
very much for inviting him. (U) -

( CONEEDENPTAT,
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( ' President Putin: Excellent. Please convey to him our warmest
.regards. We are truly looking forward to his visit. (U} '
The President: 1It‘s going to be very exciting for him. (U)

Pregident Putin: What should we prepare for him? (U} 

The President: I think he said mid-September, if I‘m not
mistaken. I’ 11 get him to speak to Condi and she'll let your
people know. (U}

Président Putin: I know he’s arriving on the 14", I was asking

what should we prepare for him, what is he fond of. (U)
The Pr651dent: b(6) (1)
' President Putin: Okay. (U)

The President: Whatever. He just wants to visit with you and
get to know you. He's heard me speak p051t1vely about you and
he wants to find out more about you as a person., Vladimir, I
_ ; want to thank you for the great cooperation. that led to the .
_ arrest of ‘the international. arms smuggler. 'The press here in
<’ America was very positive and it was a very strong statement on
our cooperation to fight terrorism. I want to thank you for
that level of cooperation. (®) - ‘ o

President Putin: George, if you remember I told you about- this
when we were in St. Petersburg. I said it in passing, but I did
mention it. (& | S :

The President: You did and I thank you. Now I hope we can £ind
out if there are any Ukrainians or Russians who were w1111ng to
supply the missiles.  We need to go up the chain and bring these
people to-justice. I think it’ll be very important for both our
countries as a very strong strike against terrorists. The press
here was speculating that the man was trying to buy the missiles
ta shoot. down Air Force One. (¥

President Putin: Yes, we’ve heard about this. These are not
empty rumors. .I suppose they would have been happy to ;mplement
their plan. & . :

The President: Well, you'did-a‘great job. I'm much impregsed
by the operation we were able to implement together. &)

—CONPERENTEAD
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' President Putin: We’re going to continue these joint efforts.

( Quite recently our Deputy Foreign Minister met Armitage and they
discussed the deepening of our cooperation in counterterrorism.
Yesterday or the day before yesterday, our representative in
Afghanistan contacted the U.S. and Canadian representatives who
are in charge of the NATO mission there and conveyed to them our
information on the planned terrorist attack agalnst NATO forces
in Afghanistan. (&) -

The President: Thank you ()

President -Putin: This is serious 1nformat10n It was received
with gratitude and I’'m sure.it will be guite useful. I would
like to thank you on my behalf for the recognition of
terrorists, of some individuals engaged in combat .in Chéchnya.
The State Department recently reported about thig. I hope this
will be encouragement for the Eurcpeans to do a similar thing.
Our experts are talking about expanding this list. I believe it
should be expanded. (& ' : '

The President: Well, we want to work with you on terrorism.
It's the major threat of the 21°° century and I understand what
‘ , it means. You and I understand what it means for people to
( . attack innocent lives and our biggest respon51b111ty lS to
protect our people. (& :

President'Putin: Absolutely, I agree with you. (U)
The President: Your Eng}ish is much better. (U}
President Putin: Thank you.:  (U)

The President Listen, we’‘re really 1ook1ng forward to seelng
you at Camp David. (U)

President .Putin: Thank you very much. We’'re preparing for this
visit. I was recalling you and Laura in connection with the
power outage on the East Coast. Of course, this does not even
depend on you but I’'m sure it will somehow be used against you.
I'm glad you were able to get out of thls crisis with minimal
losses and as fast as possible. sy

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: And please convey to Laura the gratitude from
- Ludmilla and me for accepting the invitation to come to Russia
( in October. She will participate in-a library festival and she
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' ( will be able to share her rich experience with hér Russian women

~counterparts. (u)

The President: She’s looking forward to going. Please thank
Ludmilla and give her our best. (U)

President Putin: Thank you, George. (U)

The President: And we will see you soon. (U)

'President Putin: Thank you. (U)

The President: Bye. (U)

President Putin: Bye. (U)

.=~ End of Conversation --.

: <
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THE WHITE HOUSE
( ' , WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATICN
SUBJECT : Telcon with Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi

of Italy and President Vladimir Putin of the.
Russian Federation (U}

 PARTICIPANTS : The President
' Prime Minister Berlusconi
President Putin '

‘ Notetakers: David zimov, Mark Robinson, and
. Laura Hart ‘ ‘

Interpreters: Elisabetta Ullmann and
Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME August 31, 2003, 10:17 - 10:22 a.m., EDT
(’ - AND PLACE:, Residence "y C om g

The President: Yes, Silvio, how are you, friend? (U]

Prime Minister Berlusconi: George, how‘are‘you? We are having a
holiday. I am here with Vladimir Putin. (U) -

The President: Are you in Italy or in Russia?  (U)

 prime Ministeér Berlusconi:  In Italy. We are in Sardinia. (U)

- The Preéideﬁt; Fantastic. {(U)

Prime Minister Berlusconi: We spoke a lot of time about you.

‘The President: Well, thank you, friend. (U)

Prime Minister Berlusconi: We said it would be fantastic if you
could be here with us. (U) : P

The President: Yes,'I‘d lové to be there with you, with my two
good friends. (U) : '
(- .Classified by: Gregory L. Schulte
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( - Prime Minister Berlusconi: We spoke about Irag and Vladimir said
he's interested to write a new resclution about the ccnsent of
the United Nations. (&)

The President: That was good. I read his statement. Thank you,
Silvio. (&) - : '

‘Prime Minister Berlusconl We want to help with the situation in
Irag. (W '

The President: Thank you. You did good work’ there &)

Prime Minister Berlusconi: I 11 pass the phone to Vladlmlr (™

The President : Thank you, Silvio. (U}

Prime Minister Berlusconi: We spoke every moment about you and
your loyalty, our friendship for the United States. We ¢all you
to wish you the best of things. (W o

The President : Gracias. Usted es como familia. '(U)

Prime Minister Berlusconi: Gracias, George. Thank you so much
‘<’ for your hospitality at your ranch -- for me to be like family.
AU . | - |

The President: We will do it again. ' (U).

Prime Minister Berlusconi: . You will be in New York for the
European Presidents, I think, September 20 or 22, so I will have
the pogsibility to see you? (& -

The President:. Por cierto. ({(U)

Prime Minister Berlusconi: I’l1l pass you to Vladimizr. Ciao,.
George. (o) : ;

The President: Thank you, friend. (U)

Prime Minister Berlusconi: - I embrace you, friend. ()

 President Putin: Hello, George. - {(U)

The President: Hello, Vliadimir. How are you? (U)

President Putin: I am fine, how are you? I have two -holiday
days here with our friend Silvio in Italy, but I don't speak
( Ttalian now. (&
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.( The President:. Fantastic. . (U}

president Putin: We’ll see you soon in the United States. (%)

The President: Yes, at Camp David. W)

President Putin: What about your family? Is‘eﬁefything all
right? ™

The President. Yes. Thank you for your statement on Irag. It
was very good. That’'s what a friend would say and I appreciate

it. (8

_President Putin: We will have time to talk about it scon. s

The President: Your English is getting very good. You've been .
practicing. (U} '

President Putin: Thank you, George. (U)

The President: All the best. (U)

President Putin: Ciao, George. . (U).

.( Prime Minister Berlusconi: George, ciac. (U)

The President: Good—bye; (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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( THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON:

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: . _ " Telcon with President Vladimir Putin of the
*° Russian Federation (U)

PARTICIPANTS : The President
- ‘ Pregident Putin

=

Notetakers: Jenna Galyean, Laura Hart,
Craig Wieschhorster and Jeff Blair

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME December 1, 2003, 9:02 - 9:32.a.m.; EDT
AND PLACE: Cval Office. : : '
-<- : The President : .Vladimir,'good day. How are you, sir? (U}

President Putin: Hi, George. I like to hear your voice. Thank
you for this opportunity to talk to you. I don’t think there
are urgent things to discuss, but nevertheless, I would like to
discuss some questions with you. . [W) '

The President: Good. - (U)

President Putin: First, I would like to say that the mechanism
we established between Rice and the head of my administration is
. still working, and this afterncon, I talked to some of the
 Participants of this mechanism who just arrived from Washington.
I think this is a good mechanism that allows us to cooperate on
the working level, and I -think that the discussions we had in
Washington were quite useful. Now, going to sensitive issues
about Iraqg; first of all, I would like to express my condolences
over the losses you have there presently. T closely followed
your vigit to London and well understand that terrorists
committed the attack in Istanbul to disrupt your visit' in
Britain. I think that Mr. Blair and you were courageous and:
. didn’'t allow those bastards to fulfill that goal. .George, you
-CONPIBENPIAR '
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: know that our vision on the Iraqi issue differs, but in a
( situation like this, you will have our full support, nec doubt
about it. I am not asking for your direct answer at the moment ,
but I would like to make one short observation, nevertheless. I
heard of signals from the Russian ambassador in the United
States concerning the situation in Iraq. So, we together might °
. think of some cooperation in this view that Russia supports you
‘and we are with you, but no one in your administration is able
to tell us what you want from Russia. So, we are obvxously
limited in what we can do. &) ‘ '

The President:, Yeah, sure. s

Pregident Putin: But, such aid from Russia is possible and we
are ready to provide it, especially when it concerns the U.N.-
Resolution. Now, going back to the current situation, we are
ready to engage in the economic field in Irag. We do not need
only major oil projects there. We don’t want our companies to;
just get some profit there. We want to help the Iragi economy
grow back and are interested in developing small- and medium-
sized enterprises, already with gome success. .We would like
Mr. Bremer to more actively respond in this field because we see
i enormous potential there. We know that Bremer and the head of
( the Iragi administration have a plan of political settlement in.
Iraq. I don't know whether they did it on purpose or not, but
this document does not mention the U.N. at all. In my opinion,
from a political point of view, this is a mistake. This
document says that the eléction of a new Iragi government will
take place by the end of 2004. As I told you at Camp David, we
cannot allow a vacuum of power ‘in Irag. A real period of calm
is needed, but there is the danger that we increase the '
p0331b111ty for terrorist attacks from people who arrive in Irag
-from. all over the world. What drives them there is that they
see the United States as an occupation force there. There is a
need to Iragize the process of transition of powers there, as it
will help the situation immensely. Frankly speaking, I don’'t
have a solution there in Iraq We could think it over ocnce .
again. (W) , ' :

‘And now, just a couple of words on the situation in Georgia. As
far as you know, George, we did our best not to allow bloed to
be shed. You know my attitude toward Shevardnadze. We spoke
about him with you many times. The state of Georgia is a viable
‘state that has existed already for ten years, but we cannot say
, that the transition of power under such a push from the

oppesition was truly democratic. If such a scenario would

( ‘happen .in other countries of the former USSR, for example what
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happened in the United States in the 1950s and 1960s, that would
not bring anything good. It is quite clear -that Georgia needs
international aid. We want the OSCE to step in immediately to
help Georgia to prepare for the elections. - I hope the new
Georgian leadership will try to alleviate the tensions that

~exist now between Georgia and Russia. 43

50, there is another hot spot in the former USSR and this is
Moldova. Starting this summer, we made some active steps to
alleviate the situation in that country. . We went to the
Moldovansg and in the long run we will reach an agreement
acceptable by the two parties. We also agreed to withdraw from
the Russian military base, leaving only peacemaking. troops, one
thousand to a thousand and a half men, with light weapons only.
We alsc agreed on sending an- international peacekeeping force
there.' Unfortunately, this agreement failed. Javier Solana
expressed his negative comments to the U.S. Ambassador in -
Moldova who then pressed the Moldovan leadership to dissuade
this agreement.  As a result, the agreement was not fulfilled.
The former republics of the USSR have a unique opportunity and

' experience. Nevertheless, we hope to continue our consultations

NW#:7

on this issue and we want it to settle down. We don’t want to
see trouble on our borders, as it is very close to our home. We
don’t want to see conflicts on our borders 'and want to see
territorial integrity preserved. &L ' '

And row to our bilateral relationship. I think that the

Camp David Checklist is moving forward quite nicely and I hope
we shall continue our cooperation. Lastly, we also discussed
the Iranian issue during our talks. Today, we have had close
talks with our European colleagues. I just met with oux
Minister of Atomic Energy.and he told me when -he visited the
United States he also actively participated in the discussion of
this issue. ' I would like to thank you for such attention to the
minister and this problem. I would like to remind you of my .
proposal. - We need to develop a unified approach toward Iran
that will unite ‘the United States, Russia, and Europe.  Only
such an approach will make the Iranians fail to find a loophole
in it. Next year, the G-8 gUummit will be held in the United
States. During this Summit, we could discuss this unified
approach that shall not ‘allow Iran to develop any military
nuciear program while leaving the nuclear market free for
.competition. That’s all I wanted to tell you. )

The President: Thank~yoﬁ, Vladimir,~ﬁbr that comprehensive
list. 'Thank you. On Iran, the message ought to be unified.
They should not be allowed to develop a nuclear weapon. I think

CONPTEENTIET
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(' it’s a good idea to discuss it at the G-8. Secondly, in.
Georgia, thank you very much for your and Ivanov’'s work in
ensuring there would be no bloodshed. We need to have non-
corrupt free elections which would be helpful to you and the
people of Georgia. That’s a good idea on the OSCE. I’11 talk
to our people about that. Thank you for your offer to help in

- Irag. Step one is to kill the bastards. ©Oh, I mean bring them
to justice. That’s what I mean. We are doing a pretty good

job. = (W)

‘President Putin:. It’s so good that you are going by yourself to
Baghdad. [ ‘ '

| The President: That sent a sighal, which is the kind of thing
- you would do. [ ' ‘

President Putin: Especially for those military men who are
- risking their lives in Irag. They now know that their Commander
in Chief is truly with them. It shows strong character. (8

The President: Thanks, Vladimir, 1It’'s the kind of thing you
would do. (W :

(’ President Putin: Yes, I would probably act the same way. &

The President: Finally, in Irag, the U.N. will be involved.
The policy of my government is that we want them to be involved,
but Kofi needs to assign a special emissary, a special
representative. It’'s very important that we work on the
checklist. Thanks for sending Chernov over here. Those are
~wvery important meetings. One thing that is a sensitive subject
is the arregt of the businessman Khodorkovsky. That sent an
interesting signal. . People here in America know that we have
good relations and that we are friends, so they ask me, “What is
vladimir up to?” .1 think it’s very important that you send a
signal that you respect the rule of law and the rules of the
state. ' I very much would like to sit down and hear your
strategy on this issue. It was a very 1nterest1ng decision that
you made. Now is not the time to discuss over the phone. We’ll
discuss it another time, but thank you for the call. 1It's been
a good call and we should keep talking -like this. I'm off to
give a speech in Michigan today. It’s always good to hear from

. you. You have interesting views of the world and you think -

" things through in a clear way. (&

_( ‘ President Putin: Well, George, thank yeu for your comments.
You shall not have any doubts that the rule of law will be
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( ' respected in Russia. I spoke about this with Prime Minister
Sharon when he visited Russia. He warned that I might have

trouble with international Jewish organizations because
Khedorkovsky is a Jew and they didn’t like that he was arrested,
But no one will be able to label me as an anti-Semite, as T grew
up living next to neighbors that were Jews and we got along
quite good. The President of Russia will respect the rule of
law, and all else, regardless of their relations or background-
I will regpect the rule of law and they will do that.- I also
told Sharon, “You are a tough man mister Prime Minister. I may
agree oxr dlsagree with your ways, but one thing is for sure, you
will not allow anyone to blackmail you and I will not allow.
anyone to blackmail me either.” So George, you shall not doubt
that democracy and the rule of law will become stronger in
Russia. But this also means that everyone shall cbserve the
rule of law, and if he was a U.S. citizen, then he would have
been in prison long ago. Once again, the rule of law and
democracy will be protected in Russia. (& ‘ :

‘The Pregident: Thanks again for the call. My best to Ludmilla
and the girls. (U)

President Putin: Thank you very much, George . My best wishes
( to your family as well, and have a goecd trip tc Michigan. (U)

The President: Thank you verf much, my friend. (U)

President Putin: Thank you, George. . Good-bye. (U)

The President: Good-bye. (U)

-~ 'End of Conversation --
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| THE WHITE HOUSE
( . | WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: ; Telcon with President Vladimir Putln of the
: Russian Federation (U)

PARTICIPANTS: ° ° The President
: : President Putin
James A. Baker III

‘Notetakers: David M. Zimov, Jenna Galyean,
Jeff Blair, Craig Wieschhorster

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME  December 10, 2003, 12:38 - 12:50 p.m., EST
AND PLACE: Oval Office
( o The President: Vladimir, good day.‘ How are you, sir? (U)

President Putin: Good, George. How are you? (U}

' ‘The President: First, congratulations."I noticed. that you had
a mighty wvictory in the Duma. ' You are a lot better politician
then you let on. . :

President Putin: I ‘am trying}'George. 'hﬂ

The President: You are doing more than trylng,-you are
gucceeding. Anyway, it was a great v1ctory [\

President Putin: Thank you very much, George {tﬂ

The President: Listen, very brlefly, I am calling to ask you to
meet a very close friend of mlne for a tete- -a-tete, to have a
one-on-one meeting to discuss Iraq, to discuss the debt,
contracting and other issues, and that would be Mr. James Baker.
I would ask if you would be so kind as to meet him. As you
know, I am very close to James Baker, and I would ask that you
( make time and that you see him alone.  [&)

e '
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_(‘ - President Putin: Thank you very much, George. Thank you for
‘ your call and for your congratulatlons on the electlon results

from the Duma. Indeed, our position there has been
strengthened. As a matter of fact, the pro-presidential c1rc1e
has been’ preserved and even a bit strengthened:. I am somewhat
concerned about .the so-called democratic forces in the Duma.
They have not been able to be elected and they have pursued a
so-called pro-West line. This gives me pauge and some room for
concern. As.a matter of fact, the result with respect to the
right-wing is that they have been victims of their own mistakes.
In past elections, they narrowly managed. to overcome ‘the
5 percent barrier, and they crawled there with small resources.
{ci : ' | -

The President: Yes, yes. (u)

President Putin: And further, they have a lot of personal
ambitions, go they could not get united. I will tell you that
one reason, the main reason, is they tock a very opened, or very
overt opportunity for cooperation with the West. 1In particular,
I can say they tried to do their utmost ‘in that direction. Thisg
_ undercut their position, and my position, too, in a way. On the

(T other hand, this is a situation in which we will be able to

; structure a real multi-party system not only with competition
between the parties, but as a real system to assess. (€]

The President:  Yes. i see. =)

Pregident Putin: That would be composed of the left-center.

You would call them the democratic center. Then there is the
center-top providing a reorganization and reform, and the rlght—
wing center, what you would call a radical-right, perhaps. I am-
very happy that Mr. Medvedev, our new head of Presidential .
Administration, and Condoleezza, have established relations
already and will be meeting very soon. This is an encouraging
fact. We want to hear more of what you have to say on the U.S.
experience, and we want to establish a multi-party. system. (&N

‘The President: Thank you, Vladimir. That’s good news. (N

Pregident Putin: As far as your request for James Baker, I will
be pleased to see him and to have a one-on-one meeting with him.
I have known him for some time, from when I was still in

St. Petersburg. I met him there on a short trip. &)

. CTORFIDENTIAL ;
NW#:78134  DocId:34685325




CONRIDENTIAL, 3

- The President: Listen, that’s very kind. He is standing right

( ¢ here, and I would like for him to have a quick word with you.
Before I hand over the phone to him, I wanted to wish you and
Ludmila and the-girls a Merry Christmas. I think you will ‘find .
this conversation worthwhile. It will be an important cne. &

pPresident Putin: Thank you. You know, George, this is )
' something that gives me great pleasure. You see, when I hear
your voice it gladdens my heart to hear the vigor and force and
 persistence that I feel in what you say and how-you say it. I
“am happy to see that you are in good shape. Have a Merry °
Christmas. (&

The President: Thank YQu,‘Vladimir, and here is Jim Baker for a
short word. (U)

Secretary Baker: Hello, Mr. President. How are you, sir? (U}

President Putin: I am happy to hear your voice, Mr. Secretary.

- Secretary of State, I beliéve this is the proper way to address
you, given all of your great contributions to international
affairs. _I‘look forward to seeing you in Moscow. (&%

‘(' * @ Seéretary Baker: Thank you very much, and I will look forward
- 'to.that myself, hopefully next week. (& '

President Putin: Very good, agreed. (ﬁ)

. Secretary Baker: Thank you, sir. Good-bye. ()

President Putin: Thank you. Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation -=

m
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_ THE WHITE HOUSE
( WASHINGTON

" MEMORANDUM CF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: ‘ Telcon with President of Russla (u)

‘PARTICIPANTS: The Pres;dent
President  Putin

'Notetakers: Chrié MacPherspn, Laura Hart,and
Marko Broz

Interpretet: Thomas Graham

DATE, TIME February 6, 2004, 7:47 - 7:50 a.m. EST
' AND PLACE: .~ Cval Office E

The President: Vladimir. (u)

President Putin: Good daf; George. (U)

The Pregident: .I am calling. I know you are busy and I know
" 'you are once again consoling your nation. - I'am calling to say,
*( my friend, stay strong, and please extend our sympathies. We
will continue to fight terror together. Please send the
condolences of the American. people to your people. On a personal
note, I know this ig a difficult time, but I know that you have
the courage and gtrength to handle this situation. (W)

President Putin: Thank you very much, George. Of course this is
a very dgreat tragedy. ‘We will bury those who died today, but we
will do all in our power to bury those who accomplished this.

And I do thank you for your call. It is very important to me
personally, but also very important to the Rusgian people. We
will let the mags media know. about this. (%)

The Pre31dent Thank you,,31r I know you need to get back to

work. I wanted to let you hear the concern in my voice. We will

talk in the near future on matters of mutual “concern. Thank you
. for taking my call. (8

President Putin: Thank you very much, George. Next Monday, my
Chief of Administration, Dmitri Medvedev, will come to Washington
and meet with Condi Ricé, and I think they will have a lot oﬁ
things to discuss together. (W)
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.The President: Yés;‘sir. Thénk you. {U}

President Putin: All the best to your family. (U)

 The President: Yes, sir. God bless you. (U)

President .Putin: Thank you for your call and all of your .
support. (U) ‘ :

"The Preéidant: Yes, sir. (U)

President Putin: Goocd-bye. (U)

The President: Goéd—byei - {U)

~- End of Conversation --
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| THE WHITE HOUSE
( ' _ w Te WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : L Telcon_w1th Pre51dent Vladimir Putin of
~Russia (U) ‘ 3

PARTICIPANTS : * THe President
' , President Putin

Notetakers: Jénné‘Galyean, Chris MacPherson,.
-Chico Negron ' o ‘

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME - March 15, 2004, .7:30 = 7:38 a.m., EST

AND PLACE: - 'Oval Office g :

The President: -Yes, the day after a Qieatyvictory. (G)
(ﬁ President Putin: Thank you vefy‘much.' {U)

- The President: I know you are glad to get the election over
with, but. obv1ously ‘the people of Russia appreciate your
.leadershlp Now that the elections are over, it gives. us a great
chance to continue to work' together on our bilateral ;
jrelatlonshlp I know you’ve arranged your cabinet in'a- dlfferent
way, but I've told my people to work with their counterparts.
You will continue leading your country, strengthening your -
institutions of democracy, and I'm calling to congratulate you. ' -
The world watched this election very carefully, people are '
interested in what goes on. This is an opportunlty 'to gain the
confidence of the world and to display confidence in your
~institutions. I know you well, and this is a quick o
congratulatory call and to W1Sh your family- all the beat. &) .

_Presldent Putln First of all, George, thank you for the call
It was very important for me to talk to you today. This
reaffirms the level of relations established between our

- countries and ourselves. I would like to stress.as President of
the Russian Federation, I will give special attention to the
relations between our two countries. This is naturally one of. my

~CONPFDHNREAE
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priorities for the second term of my pre51dency and our advance
towards the 01v1112ed and ‘western countries is a strategic choice
for my country. The Government of Russia takes the same
position. ©On the cabinet, all people- are experlenced and mature
and they all understand the great importance of our relationship

~and are prepared for cooperation. We also follow closely the

Presidential campaign in the United States You know that I am
fully aware of the nuances in this’ campalgn My elections are
over, and we are not going to interfere, but you must be aware
that at any time, in any form, or if you need us to send any
signals, we are ready to help. (& : .

‘The;Presidenti Thank ybu, Vlad;‘;hank you. (U)

] ,
‘president Putin: And I am telling you all that not only.because
of our geood personal relations but also from a pragmatic approach
to have good relations’ with someone you know rather than someone’
new. I am happy to hear from you and am aware that you will
visit Normandy on the soﬁ?annlversary of landlng on the 6th of
June. If I.do not see you there, I hope to see you at the G- 8
meeting in Georgia.. (& -

. The President: I definite1§ hopé to see you,é; méybe bcth

places. . (U)

' president Putin: But you know the attitude people have in

St. Petersburg. They are very happy to meet you. {u)

The President: That would be great. Plus, I need some hints. and

.advice on how to win an election. . &}

President Putin: - I believe, knowing your nature and ‘character,
you don’‘t need adv1ce, but when you come here we can talk that.

over. (M

The President: Llsten, the people of Russia care for you and

‘ that is a great testxmony for your, leadership. Rﬂ

president Putin: Thank you George, thank you for the- klnd words -

’and thank you and your famlly {U)

The Presldent:, Alluthe best. Congratulations_againh (u)

-- End of Conversation ~--
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S THE WHITE HOUSE
( S S ~ WASHINGTON

‘MEMORANDUM OF fELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: = Telcon with Pre81dent Vladlmlr Putin, RUSSla
(U) :

PARTIC PANTS: The PreSLdent ;

G b S President Vladlmlr Putln

- - Notetakers: Jenna GalYean, Cchris Fatheree,
‘ Cavid: Lee and Jeff Blair : '

' Interpreter: Deter Afanasenko‘
DATE, TIME . April s, 2004b,7:40-— 7:59 a.m., CDT

AND PLACE: ~  Crawford, Texas

The President: Hi, Vladimir. (U)

-(j 'President Putin: Hi, George. (U)

The President: How are you, sir? (U)

..

Presidéht'?utin: Great. 1‘'m very glad to hear ydur vcice. (uy -

. The President: Thank you for calllng and for the contacts with
Sergel- and other members of your admlnlstratlon Do you want me
to start? . (U) . ;

Pre51dent Puéin: Please go ahead. I'm all ears. (U}

The Preuldent I read what Sergel wrote in the Wall Street
Journal about NATO expansion. and NATO-Rusgian and U.S. -Russian
relations. They were good p01nts and I agreed w1th1nost of them.
It was well thought out, well constructed, cand I appreclated i
Obvlously, a place where relations can: be improved, aside from the
economlc front is the war on terror. Secondly, the other thing is -
Irag. I really apprec1ate the messages we have been getting that
there is a chance you could help. We are now facing a Shi’a
hothead . clerlc, remnants of Saddam’s regime, plus a couple of

' ~CONPERENT T ‘
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: al-0aida in there, and it’s tough fighting. We will take them
( down one by one. What I appreciated was other countries fear
tough action, but you have sent a positive message. That is
really what I had on my mind. NN :
president Putin: Thank you, George, for the call. This is
exactly the time where we should not lose sight of each other,
especially at a time .in the world when uneasy things are emerging .
I have just had .a meeting.with the new Secretary General of NATO
"in Moscow. We had a good conversation and from my perspective it
was very productive.. 1 am aware of the fact that at the moment
you are involved in Iragi developments. We are following this
closely too. It is a'very uneasy day for you as Ms. Rice is
speaking before Congress. L] .

The President: Shérwill do a great job. (U)

president Putin: I would think so. I am aware of the way the

_ previocus Administration dealt with fighting terror versus what

"~ your administration is doing along those lines. 1 do have my own
view of these things, but I will not dwell on them. I’'m confident
Ms. Rice is going to do fine. As regards the situation in Iraq,
you know on several occasions I reminded you.of the possibility of

‘ (' an exacerbation of the situation in Irag in relation. to the
Shiites.  About a year ago, I mentioned this to Tony Blair. I
recall him saying that Iranian Shiites and Iragi Shiites are two
 different things. I responded that you are right and have a long-’
term record of colonial experience, but I have deep concernsg. 1
mentioned the same thing to your Secretary of State recently. Now
'from what we have witnessed and seen on the ground, I understand
it full well. Incidentally, I met with Schroeder and Chirac, and
even if they don’t have a common position with you on Iraqg, they
seek to work jointly with all parties involved to resolve the .
problems. Yesterday, I had a phone call with Aznar. 1 mentioned
to him, and on TV publicly explained, that what happened in Spain
set a bad political precedent. Even if we had a different view of
Iraqg 18 months ago, the fact that terrorists have attained a
political goal by resorting to terror, that is horrendous. I
think it’s important to shore up Aznar. I have invited him to
come Russia, and he will likely come to St. Petersburg in June. T
would also like to bring your attention to the state of affairs in
Kosovo. On this point I will not expand, but we should pay close
" attention to this matter. Thank you for your message on ‘
Afghanistan-as the central Asian region is adjacent to this area
and serious acts of terrorism have been perpetuated in Uzbekistan.
I think in this regard it is important . to support the ‘leaders of
( that area. At the same time, I would like toc inform you
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" cohfidentially about a conversation I had with the President of -
( Kazakhstan. He asserted to me that a]legedly in the U.S. there
are. lnvestlgatlons of criminal cases and ‘some are linking his nhame
" to those cases., That could shake his p031tlon, and he is !
concerned. Also, I expect Ms. Rice to visit us in Moscow this
month. There, K is agreement for a meetlng with my chief of
administratlon, Mr. Medvedev. ' My new Mlnlster of Foreign Affairs
Lavrov will be in Washington on May 14. The Forelgn Ministers
W1ll help us preépare for the upcoming G-8 meeting at Sea Island.
I have’' observed how pressure has been applled to you, and has been
1ncrefsed 80 I m glad to hear your voice:is strong and confldent

“The Pregident: ' Thank you Vladimir. One reason why 1S I
appreciate my friends. Even-though we have ‘differences of opinion
' sometimes, I am strengthened by good, honest friends who arxe ‘
sympathetic. I view you as a friend and I thank you very much.
To the extent that we can. work together 1n Irag or flghtlng
terrorlsm, it's important that we do sc. In . my ]udgment, our |
relatlonshlp is very good. There are more relationships between
‘U.S. companies and Rugsia than ever before Obviously, the way
you have handled U.S. relations hasn‘t hurt you. At .home they
. . respect you and support you.' Some are suspicious-of U.S. ‘motives
‘< and we have to help work through those so-that people understand
" our ‘desire for new relationships in such. a way that strengthens
both societies, not just one or the other. The other thing is the
tougher the situation gets, I am the kind of guy who rises to the
challerige.” A lot of what you are reading here in America is pure
_politics. I'm looking forward to the battle. I appreciate it .
“very much. (& | L N _ - : .

President Putin: Thank you, George. I am very happy to ‘have this
. contact and.to be in touch.  Things are becoming more dlfflcult
but I'm sure you will succeed. [\

,-The,President: ‘Yés, sir. (U)

President Putin: I'm looking forward to seeing you soon. All the
best to Liaura and your family. (U}

The Pregident: Same to you. (U)

President Putin: Goo&—bye. (U)

The President: . Good-bye., (U)

( ' B ; -- End of Conversation - -+
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THE WHITE HOUSE
{ - . © WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: Telcon with President Vladimir Putin of
Russia (U} |

’

‘PARTICIPANTS: - The President
" President Putin

Notetakers: David M, Zimov, Laura Hart, and
Ed Chabot -

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko
DATE, TIME May 28, 2004, 7:41 - 7:59 a.m, EDT
AND PLACE: ' Oval Office

‘ The President: Hi, Vladimir. Good day. . How are you doing?
( ™ | ' |

President Putin: Everything is fine, and I am'glad to hear you.
(U) : ‘ ' '

The President: ' Thank you for taklng my .call. A couple of
points I want to make. First, I know Condi came to see you and
I want to thank you for your grand hospitality. . You made her
feel ‘like a Qqueen. (8]

. President Putin: Well, this is the way she looks and this is
what she is. (W)

The President: ‘Very good. Very good English. Vladimir. -(U)

President Putin:. Thank you. (U)

The President: The second thing is Deputy National Securlty
Advisor Hadley reported back to me that he had very good
meetings with Ivanov and others in Moscow. It sounds to me like
we have a chance to work closely together to get a good United
Nations Security Council resolution on Irag; one that receives
.
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( full sovereignty, allows the Iragis-to run their own affairs and
one that says the international community is willing to support
the aspirations of the Iragi people, so long as they want that.
support. I think this is an important moment, Vladimir, to show
that you and I and .the Russian and American people can put our
past differences behind us and show that we can work together
for the common good. And along those lines, we heard your .
people’s worries and concerns, or suggestions, on the resolution .
and we ‘have taken them into account. My concern is that 1ike
any bureaucracy, I give a message to a world leader such as
yourself and my people translate it improperly. That is why it
is important for you and I to have this dialogue and to ,
communicate to our people, so that the world understands we are
working together and not apart. (W) -

Finally, I do believe that when we transfer full sovereignty,
and I do mean full sovereignty, that it is the Iraqgi people and
the Traqi leaders and Mr. Brahimi of the United Nationsg, who is
deciding shortly on who will assume .full responsibility. But
they alsc realize they will need the help of Russia and the
United States and the United Nations and other powers to help
them get to elections. We are prepared to give that help and I
know you are as well.. I also want to tell you how sorry I am

(’ -that. some of your contractors were hurt and killed. We have
lost people too, but when all is said and done Irag will be an
example and symbol and a model of a prosperous country in a
region where terrorism has to be fought. This will serve as a
signal to fight off the terrorism that emanates from that part
of world. 8o I want to thank you for your help,. and I look
forward to. seeing you in Europe as well as in Sea Island,
Georgia. We will have a wonderful time there, and I think you
will find the location to be.relaxing. NS ‘

President’ Putin: Thank you, George, I was glad to hear you.
And I am looking very much forward to our meeting in Normandy
and then in Sea Island, and I believe we will be able to talk in
detail on all these matters at hand. We always speak of the
' Irag resolution. You must recollect that I put this question: to
. You in the winter when I called you from Siberia, and I told you
it was probably worth thinking about a new resolution. . But, you
should know that it is not just a matter of the bureaucracies we
have, and I was talking about it with Condi when she was L
visiting with us. The thing is, different American agencies are
- whirling amongst themselves and leaving no room for dialogue.
That is why our diplomats and our bureaucrats, when .they see no
( opportunity to discuss a document or a draf: and are only given
an opportunity to accept a_final document that hag been prepared

'
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'( : previously, feel grumpy and disappointéd. But, 1 assure you we
will manage to overcome it. Bureaucratic ambitions are not the
most important thing, and they can be overceme. (§)

‘But, we need to look at the essence, since we understand that
this is a joint resolution between the United States and the
United Kingdom. Thus, we need to understand the differences in
the American and the British approaches. The thing is, for
instance, our mutual friend Tony Blair, during his press
conference in London, said that after June 30, Iraq will receive
full sovereignty, and he said that this was a coordinated
position between the United Kingdom and the United States. In
his words, he said that the opinion of. the Iragi government will
be taken into consideration, but that for security matters or
military operations the approval of the Iragi government will be
- needed. This needs to be understood properly and we need to see
where this is written down. The security matter ig definitely
of gignificant importance, but I believe the question of control
over the natural resources will be raised. The principal matter
is the mandate of multinational forces during the transition
period. But, let.the diplomats resolve this amongst themselves.

=

( I would like to tell you the following on my own behalf. I
would like to say that I would like your' Administration in this
.complex period to have America to come with decency ocut of thisg
situation. We will not be blocking anything, and I have already
told this to our European partners. We will vote fOor the.
tesolution if we are satisfied that it will improve the
gituation. I want this to happen. I believe that we have to
show to the Iragis and everyone involved that we managed to take
their interests into account; then we will manage to resolve the
situation. But in any case, we will not be putting any '
obstacles in your way. President Mubarak of Egypt is now
visiting me, and he asked me to convey his best wishes to you.
During the press conference that just has taken'place, I said
that you and I planned to talk about Iraqg, and that we would
‘work together on this. &) :

The Presldent: Thank you very much. Listen, Vladimir, I _
appreciate your friendship, and I just want you to know that my
mission is to have the United States and Russia together on
.this. Thank you for your statements on this. I will tell our
‘bureaucrats, as you will tell your bureaucrats. .The important
thing to say is that we put our differences behind us on this

( and work tggethér for the common good. I appreciate your
friendship and I know we can work together very well. T&&

CONPIDENFLL :
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( President Putin:. Thank you, George. Thank you. I believe
exactly that in this spirit we will continue to work on .this
‘very important and very significant task. Thank you for this
" call and please convey my best wishes to your family and to your
loved ones. 1 believe we will do everything necessary to

regolve,this situation. ('S '

Thé Prgsident: Thank you,‘friepd,‘and_l‘ll see you soon. .(U)
President-Pu£in: See you soon, George. (0)

The Pregident: Bye. (U) | |

" President Putin: Bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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( | THE WHITE HOUSE
' ' ' WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: = - . Telcon with President Putin of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS:  The President
: President Putin

Interpreter: 'Peter Afanasenko :
Notetakers Chris MacPherson, Tim Cronin,

~and Noelle Neimer /
DATE, TIME . August 33, 2004, 8:46 - 9:02 a.m. EDT‘

AND PLACE: Crawford, TX

7
ki

The President: Hello?. {U)

, (” - president Putin: Hello,,President Bush. (U} e

The President: ‘Is.Vladimir.bnéf (U):

Pregident Putin: Hello. . (U)

The. Pre’Sident: -Hey, Vladimir‘ HOW are{ YOU? (U)

president Putin: Thank you, Geofge.' How are you? I am fine.
(uy ' ' T ' '

The‘President: Well your Engllsh is very good (U)

Pre31dent Putln- You are very klnd to me. . (U)

The Pres;dent:: Llsten I am calllng because I haven’t heard your
voice in a while.: .I am out hére at the. ranch, ‘and I thought I
would call and see how'you are doxng? (U)

Presldent Putin: Yes. I am very happy to hear your voice and
agree we have not talked in a whlle {U)

CONELDENEEAL o
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( The Pregident: Weil 1 appreciate you taking my call.  On a
personal note, all is going well on the campaign, and I hope you
and- I. w1ll work together for another 4 years (U)
' Presgident Putin: Me, too. (U)

The President: Good. Secondly, I have a couple points on my
"mind. ©On the Iranians, I want to thank you very much for
‘keeping the pressure on them. It is important that we continue
to work together on a plan that w111 not allow them to produce a
nuclear weapon. -

Pregident Putin: We will proCéed that way;-yes.  (EQ

The President: I appreciate that a'lot. If we can speak wiqﬁ
the same voice it sends a clear message to the Mullahs. QQ
President Putin: - ‘Mr. Chirac and Mr. Schroeder'will be visgiting
with me very shortly and I will be sure to raise thls igsue wmth

 them. . {8}

‘The Président; Oh good Give them my besc 'f@Q '

( Pfesident<Putin:, I w111 jﬁn"

The. Pregident: Thanks And Iraq ig tough,. but we are maklng _
progress. Slowly but surely things . are changirng. - We’re losing
troops, but they are losing more. And this. guy Allaw; is a

good, strong leader, just like you. You would like" him. A .
government evolv1ng that would be an ally in. the war on terror o
would be helpful. - (&) - ‘ -

President Putin:i_All right. Hello? (U}

The President: Yeah, Vladlmir? Anyway, we' were just calling
and appreciate your work in Afghanistan. We ‘need to make sure.
the Karzai government gets the.support they. need. . I am
concerned about' the. opium crop and the heroin crop. . I know our
aides are talking and.you are concerned about it and 'so am i '

Nﬂ

Presmdent Putin: Héllo” George,‘lf you are. flnlshed I would
like to say a couple words, too.: (W& - : :

The Présideht: Please, of course.‘ Thank you. (U)
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{ ' president Putin: First I have no doubt abcut your future
success at the election. . Therefore, taking this opportunity, I
would like to invite you to visit us for the celebratlon of the
60°" anniversary of the victory in World War II on May 9. (W

The President: Thank you, I like an optlmlst &

President Putin: As I understand i you accept the 1nv1tat10n.
Right? (&

The President: Right. ()

- president Putin: I certainly am aware that the pre-election
‘situation is not easy. In fact, you are in for quite a struggle
- including the television debates ‘with Kerry. But given youn/

. vision of the world and your understandlng, you will be :
-guccegasful, and I wish you all the best. W™

The~Président: Well -thank- you (U}

President putin: We certalnly are followlng very carefully the
" developmenta in Iraq. ‘and are very sympathetlc to the people over
( . there. . And desplte existing problems and the initial. '
'dlfferences in our .positions, I belleve at :thisg time that many
people. have come to understand what is really'happenlng, in-
partlcular what is happenlng in Chechnya, and understand the
danger and the overall threat of terrorists. And they also
. understand- what klnd of people they have to deal with, -kind of
'_blood thlrsty and angulshed people, that 19 understandable oy

The Pfesident: Yeah (U}

-Pre91dent Putln.- So we’ w1ll be trying to exert every kind of
agsistance to the people, also in light of the forthcoming
elections. I believe that the meeting last week between
‘Secretary Rumsfeld and Mlnister Ivanov in Petersburg went very
well. Rumsfeld.lnformed.Ivanov about the proposal to relocate a
variety of U.S. bases in Europe. We appreciate this ~
informatiomn,, and. we believe that it is important to avoid
mlsunderstandlng about the gituation.’ ‘Another problem that has
been of some concern to us are the activities by the new
authorities ‘in Georgia in the zone of conflict.in South Ossetia.
But I think that situation has become better. The Geotrgians
have "started to retreat out of the conflict zone. You know,
Condi talked to Medvedev and Mr. Evans talked to our Economlc

( - ‘Minister (Gref). recently I believe that a working group
composed of our energy ministers is a good 1dea and would

CONFTBENTTH&I :
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( provide a positive 1mpetus and give the right direction to the
world in the ‘economic area. At that meetlng I think we could
announce an increase in ocur oil production. And we: have
recently been increasing the oil production and exports. And,
since the market is psychological in nature, such messages in
the world would be good. I agree with your asgessment of the
situation in Afghanistan, and we would-like to see to it that
the elections proceed as we want, normally I hope your home-
situation is quite good, and I would like you to give my best to
your wife and daughters. Thanks again for your call, and if you
"hadn’t called, I would- have called because the pause in our
conversation has been long, and I wanted to talk to you. Here
in Sochi, I am spénding what I would a call a quasgi vacation. .
Your Dad and Mom were here last year, and I hope we have a
chance to meet here again. If you want to compare notes, cgil

~me or I'1l call you. {8} - ' : :

The President: Great. 1 love to talk to you.  And you are
right there is no such thing as a vacation for people 1ike us.
It is always a quasi vacation. Give my best to. -your girls and

your wife. Thank you for. taklng my . call (U)
: "‘Président Putin: Thank you very; very much George Well, I am
( sending you a bear hug at this point, and I certainly understand

. what you are going ‘through at ‘a difficult period with Irag. But
I am gure you Wlll deal with that., I still think you will
prevall RN ‘ C

‘]The President: Thank you, mf friend. (o) -

President Putin: ‘All the best. (U)

The President: All the best to you, Sir. (U)

President‘Putin:  Byeg bye. {U)I

i

-~ 'BEnd of Conversation  --

m
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THE WHITE HOUSE
( . ' o T ' WASHINGTON

‘MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : . ~ Telcon with Preaident of Russia- (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
o President Putin .
Interpreter: Yuri Shkeyrov

Notetakerg: Chris MacPherson, Tim Cronin-
and Jeff Blalr :

'DATE, TIME September 01, 2004, 2:51 - 2:55 p.m., EDT
AND PLACE: , _The‘Residence : : :

i

1-7ThefPresideht: Vladimif.'-(u)

(» 'V_Pre31dent Putln Hello George ﬁf{U}A*

The President "I am calllng to. offer deepest condolences for
the loss of - 11fe 1n your - country ~These are trylng tlmes and I
-wanted to let you know that I am thlnklng about you (U)

Presxdent Putin: Thank you very much George, for thig phone -
~call. It is true that Russia is passing theugh difficult times.
- We are under attack on, many sides” by these terrorists and the
_responsibility for the 2 attacks -on the alrcraft was by the
.terrorlst organlzatlon which wag put on. the list by your.
. State: Department . And._what is currently happenlng in North
. Ossetia where terrorlsts have seized a: school where chlldren are
at- gtake goes beyond ny understandlng and not even a beast would
~do that. . This- goes, beyond - any religion and reminds me of -
'-rellglous fascists, but we are fully determined tc brlng the
matter to the. end and we w1ll fight them Thank you very much
. for this sign of aympathy and solldarlty "And, in spite of the
- fact that we are. passing through trying times, I want to wish
. you success at your convention. Laura made a great presentatlon
_along with your daughtars 'NN - : :

‘ The Pre51dent Thank you very much. This is- noﬁ'thé first time
( . we have done thls kind of phone call and it- probably won't be.
. CONBIDENTIAL ' 5
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( " the last. We stand shoulder to shoulder with you in this fight.
We sympathize with you, and we will strategize with you. I
assure 'you we will defeat these teérrorists. You and I share the
same goal. I will see .Laura in cne hour and 1T will tell her ‘
that the first world.leader to congratulate her on a good speech
was you and that will make her feel great.. (N - ’

President‘Putih:' That‘was really a'good‘presentation and she
behaved very well and presented herself. very well. (s} ‘

The President : .Tﬁéﬁk yéu Qer?.muéh Uhfortunatély, she
" probably presented herself"- better than I wmll present myself
) ‘ ;

.‘,"

_President Putin: We shall. see. We?will'be}bn yohr gide. . (&

The Pre81dent Thank. YOﬁ, gir.’ Thank you for taklng my call
Be strong like I know you will be. gy

Pre31dent,Put1n:“Thank you, George."And thank you for calling.
(U} Cow R . e T » : -

The President: All tHé.bes:;' (Uf:t

. Président'Putih:;:K11 the béép: (u)

== End of Con&éréation~“#—
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( : E THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATICON

SUBJECT: Memcrandum of Telephone Conversation with
President Vladimir Putin of Russia (U)

PARTICIPANTS: The President
President Putin

Interpreter: Yuri Shkeyrov
Notetaker: Jared Thomas, Renata Serafin,
"Neoelle Neimer, and Jeff Blair

DATE, TIME September 23, 2004, 2:49 - 3:07 p.m., EDT
AND PLACE: .

The President: Vladimir, how are you? (U)

Preaident Putin: Hello, Gecrgeﬂ (v

( ‘ The President: How are you doing, vladimir? (U)

President Putin: My welcome to you George. .I'm glad you
responded to my call. (U) :

The President:. Anytime, anytime. (U)

President Putin: I would like to express my gratitude to you
for making your unusual step for American diplomacy: Your visgit
to our Embassy in Washingten. We here, not only the leadership
but the entire country, paid attention to that wvisit. Thank you
very much for that. The last time I spoke to ycu was on the eve
of the Republican convention and I'm glad that the convention
gupported your ideas. We analyzed your address to the U.N. and
we agree with the dominant aspects of your report. You said all
civilized countries should make war against terrorism and that
is important. It will increase our interaction and strengthen
our forces. As to Russian democracy, the rumors of its death
have been greatly exaggerated by your advisors. We will not
only act within the letter of our constitution, but also in its
‘spirit. We are facing a serious challenge, and we will

—CONPIERENTIAT : :
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‘k strengthen the state and society. I also have a practical
matter, it concerns our interactions on the framework of’
nonproliferation. As far as I know in Washington thesge days,
you’ve gigned a joint memorandum regarding the strategic
cooperation with India. This memorandum states directly about
the possibility of delivering nuclear material to India. India
is a great country and our partner in many respects and we
support that measure. We support the development and the
relationship with that country. I think that the tcols of
nonproliferation should not be usecd in competition and I think
that I would like our experts to meet each other and discuss
these problems. It is more important that we. should reach a
. common understanding regarding Iran, and, as I understand the
developments, the situation in that country is not moving in a
better direction. I would not like to take more of your time, I
gimply wanted to thank you for visiting our Embasgy in
Washington and congratulate you on your victory at the
Republican convention, that‘s all. (&)

~The Pregident: Thank you very much, Vladimir. It is nice to
"hear your voice. Just a. couple of points. One, we will work in-
a peaceful way with India. We don’t want to upset the balance
of power between India and Pakistan. They are both our friends.
All will be dome in the framework of the international treaties
( that we signed with India on proliferation. Secondly, I do very
much appreciate your sober and realistic view of Iran. I think
it is very important that you and I continue to work together on
this very important issue. Thirdly, I very much appreciate your
statement that democracy is living in Russia. It is very
important for me and the world to hear that you and I have had
long discussions on this matter and as you embrace democracy,
you will find it easier to gain the confidence of countries to
your West. Two other points: Allawi, Prime Minister Allawi, was
in my office today and he said he was geing to meet you very
goon and that he was very excited to meet you. I told him he
wag going to meet a good man in Vladimir Putin. I am not sure
if he would meet you personally or talk to you, but I would be
interested in knowing what you think of the man. Finally, it
was my honor to go to the Embassy. I am glad that the people of
Rugsia got to hear my deep concerns and condelences. These
terrorists are cold-blooded killers and what they did to those
children was terrible. I thank you for your friendship and give
my best to your family. Hello? %&Q

(Line dropped at 3:01 p.m. EDT. Re-established at 3:03 p.m.
EDT.) .
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( The President: Vladimir. Good, thank you very much. Just a
couple of gquick points. One, I heard you on India. Two, Iran,
thank you for working on Iran. Three, thank you for your
statement on democracy. Four, I understand you are going to
ralk to Allawi. I saw him today and he is a good man, a strong
man. Finally, thank you for your leadexrship on Beslan, it was
my honor tc gc to your Embassy. (8)

president Putin: Thank you very much, George. I would like to
express my condolences on the killing of the two American
_ hostages in Irag. (§

The President: Thank you very much. (U)

President Putin: I understand this is bad not just for the
families but also for you on the eve of your elections. I wisgh
you to be strong and courageous. (8 ‘

The President: I really was happy to talk to you and we have
just five weeks until the election is over. After the election
is over I will be able to relax and talk to you more. In the
meantime, give all my best to your family. (N

( President Putin: Give my best to your family and Laura. (U)

The President: Okay, goodbye. Thank you, Viadimir. (U)

President Putin: Goodbye, George. Thank you, all the best:
A{0)

-- EBEnd of Conversation --

CONPIRENPIRL
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

- MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : Telcon with President of Russia

PARTICIPANTS ; The President
; President Putin

Notétakers:, Virginia Pierson, Jeff.Blaiﬁ,
Duncan Walker, and Noelle Neimer

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME November 4, 2004, 8:33 - 8:40 a.m. EST

AND' PLACE: Oval Office
The President: Vladimir. (U)
'(‘ ‘ President Putin: Hi, Geofge, Iﬂam‘very‘happy to hear your

voice. '(U)

:The President: Thank you for your ﬁerY‘strong post election
_comments. Laura and I noticed you were one offthe'first world
- leaders to spéak and T wanted to thank you from the bottom of my

heart for your comments. (&'

President Putin: George, I will be honest with you. I wanted
very much to congratulate you through this telephone call and I
.am thankful to you for giving me this ring. This is a very
- gracious gesture on behalf of the winner. You know, we have a’
saying you will agree with: defeat is always a lonely orphan,
but victory has many fathers. . [&) =

The President: Yes, sir. (U}

President Putin: But first and foremost, this is your victory,
your personal success. And above all this is about your
character, your ability to take responsibility on your
‘shoulders. Silvio Berlusconi visited with me yesterday, and he
did not have a wink of sleep the whole night. He was following
CONFEBENEE DL o
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( closely the elections. b(6)

b(6)

b(E) Tndeed, I am very happy to hear. apout youar .
victory. And over these past days the emergence on television
of that bastard, bin-Laden, was something. special. We all must
understand clearly those people who would waste othexr people,
have no mercy for them, and under the guise of democracy '
eliminate this very democracy. 1 am confident your victory is
~bout victery and stability not only for America but.for the
entire world with regard to preserving security. . So I
congratulate you both on the whole electoral campaign you have
‘been running successfully but especially over the last few weeks
when I saw you. You laooked perféct, had real drive, and you are
a real fighter. ‘1 would like to send my best regards to laura

- and to your daughters and I will meet you shortly at the Chile
summit. ~0& ' ' : o

The President: 'Yés, sir. L will see you there. Thanks for
your friendship and your strong comments. I will see :you in
gantiago. (W™ :

‘pPresident putin: My embraces‘té yo&._ all the-best;tb you. (U)

The President{ Thaﬁk you, my friend. We will see you scon.
(U} : ' :

president Putin: See you soon.- Bye bye. (U)

The President: Bye bye. (V)

-~ End of Cconversation --

SR . E ‘
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM COF TELEPHONE CONVERSATICN

SURJECT: Telcon with President Vladimir Putin of
. Ruasia (U} .

PARTICTPANTS : The President
President Putin

Noterakers: Jane Lee, Jared Thomas, and Tess
Moore

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

DATE, TIME June 15, 2005, 7:49 - B:04 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: oval Office

The President: Vladimir, how are you today? (U)

President putin: Fine. How are you, George? (U}

(- The President: Your English is very good and getting better.
(U ‘

President Putin: . Thank you for the opportunity to talk.

Once again, I want to recall your visit to Moscow on the 60
anniversary of our victory and thank you for the vieit to Moscow.
Our contacts have continued at all levels, including the top
levels. Ivanov. is in Washington conducting his talks with

Mr, Hadley. A couple of your Secretaries have visited Moscow.
And Mr. Rumafeld has recently met his counterpart in Brussels.

So what I would like to discuss with you is an item pertaining to
the draft resolution which might be put to a wvote in the General
Agssembly with regard to the future of the organization.
Yesterday I had a talk with the Japanese Prime Minister.

He visited me yesterday in St. Petersburg and told me the
Japanese are guite concerned about this vote. Today, I will be
called by President Chirac. A couple of days ago Schrceder
called me on the same issue, and the day before yesterday I had a
talk with Mr. Blair. Though I should tell you Russia will accept
any scenario for enlargement in case maximum support is provided

NP NS
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by the organization, what we want to underscore is that the
g Security Council should be compact and secure and viable.
I would like to hear your views on that. Though I believe that,
when discussing such an important problem, we should talk about
the viability and ability to work of the Security Council and the
" organization in general, I would like to hear your views on this

matter. (&)

The President: First of all, thank you for calling. It is
important to talk about issues like this where we have a common
interest. Before I give you my opinion, probably within the next
3 weeks, a little special gift from me will be arriving in
Moscow. 1’11 make sure the White House notifies the Kremlin when
we put it in the mail because I want to make sure you get .it.
I‘m not going to tell you what it is, but it came from Texas.
On the United Nations Security Council reform, like you, we are
getting a lot of pressure. There are.a lot of cross currents.
Each country has an opinion, and there is no consensus. And that
troubles me because the UN Security Council reform should not be:
a major international political battle. And like you, I would
very much appreciate the principles you enuncilated about a viable
UN Security Council. And it seems like to me the best course of
action is to adhere to important principles abcut what the UN
 Security Council should look like and how it should act before we
take a specific position on the composition of the Security
(’ Council. 1In other words, rather than rush to a vote that will
fail, we should set up the principles first before picking
individual countries. My predecessor and 1 have both said Japan,
paying the bills, should have a seat, but other than that I have
been very guarded about the U.S. position. Our position right
now is that the UN should fdécus cn broader reform, articulate
principles on UN Security Council reform, but not force a vote
now or in September because there is no easy, simple, or logical
way forward yet without creating a major political battle.
Between you and me, the way we stand right now, let’s debate the
principle in September and give more time for the world to digest
the complicaticns of UN Security Council reform. (B

President Putin: I believe that is a balanced and truly
professional way to approach the problem. Even today, when we
only have five members with a veto right, we don’'t agree on each
and every issue, because later when they turn into 11 and further
into 25, I'm afraid everything might cease to exist. And why,
for instance, should we be forgetting about Italy or Pakistan?

I can understand their position as well. In our view, Japan,
India, and Germany in their future influence could be permanent
members. But I truly share your approach that we have to
understand the principles and only then continue. Based on this
approach, I will formulate my instructions to the Ministry of
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Foreign Affairs, and I believe the ministers should keep in touch
with their channels as well. (& ‘ :

The President: I want to thank you for the call. It's the right
approach to deal with these issues. I wish I would have thought

of it. (W

President Putin: Hugs to you and best regards to your spouse and
your children. Your father recently visited Moscow, and we
enjoyed some tea together, and I wanted to convey gomething on
the Olympics to you. W)

The President: Please. (U)

President Putin: I said that if New York fails as a candidate,
we ask you to extend your support to Moscow. And we would be
prepared to extend our support to New York if Moscow fails to
pass through the procedure. (W) '

The President: I°11 pass that on to my friend on the Olympic
Committee. (8}. ‘

Pregident Putin: Thank you very much, and very best to you. (U)

; The President: Listen, two things. Thank you for receiving my
( dad. I know you changed your schedule to receive him, and that
was most gracious of you. And finally, before we hang up, there
was a fantastic picture of you and Tony walking at your beautiful
house, and behind you was your dog, and Barney was somewhat
jealous. Tharnk you, my friend. Good talking to you. (U)

President Putin: Hugs onée again, and all the best to you. (u}

The President: All right, thank you. (U}

President Putin: Good-bye. (U}

-- End of Conversation --
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: Telcon with President Putin of Russia [

PARTICIPANTS: - The President
President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko .
Notetaker:  Dave Waldman, Carmen DeCecrge,
and Cristina Fekkes
DATE, TIME December 23, 2005, 7:40 - 7:51 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: Camp David

The Pregident: Hey, Vladimir. (U)

President Putin: Hi, George. Nice to hear from you. (U)
‘The President: I was just calling to wish you and your family a
(- Merry Christmas. (U}

President Putin: Thank you very much. (U)

The President: I hope you are doing well. (U)

President Putin: Yes, thank you. Everything is okay here. We
know you are having Christmas tomorrow. I wish you, Laura, and
the girls a Merry Christmas. (U) :

The Presgident: We are here at Camp David; Laura and the girls
and my father. "I will tell him you and I talked and had a good
conversation. (U)'

President Putin: Best wishes to him as well, as well as to your
mother. I remember his visit and meeting with him, and am
grateful for the time he spent with me. (U}

The President: He remembers them as well. He is grateful for
the time you gave him. (U)

“CONPFERNTIRE
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President Putin: Yes, everything is okay here. [ am watching
( the U.S. Congress closely and seeing you are having a hard time.
I hope that all goes well for you in the years toc come. N

The President: Yes, evéiything is okay. We had a better day in
Congress yesterday, and we have one thing to continue to work
on. You know Congress -- they think they can be President, and
T won't let them be President. (N '

Pregident Putin: Right, it looks like we have the same
situation here. (W '

The President: b(6)
b(6) |
fe also mentioned your concerns over WI0O. We're not plaving
politiecs with this, and I told that to Rob Portman. We want the
WIO to go forward. I know you are tired of me saying this, but
I hope to cut a deal to get this done. My commitment is to
continue working with you to get this done. We need to give
Portman and Gref enough leeway to get this done. Don said you
were frustrated with thig, but we are interested in getting this
thing done. (& - ‘

President Putin: I am very glad to hear that. | b(E) |
( b(6)
b(6) ] As far as WIO is concerned, we do have concerns.

We have come very close to the lines that are difficult to
cross. Domestically, it turns out to be difficult to explain to
the public that we have an agreement with meat, vet it does not
. bring us any closer to the WTC. We have supported everything
Boeing has asked us to do. We cut tariffs by 40 percent on
short- and medium-haul planes, and we have agreed to reduce by
three times the tariffs on long-haul planes. We are looking at
eliminating the VAT on leasing. So I think this issue is
closed. On the WIO, you're asking us to do something we cannot
do. Technical negotiations are no longer necessary. Unless
there is goodwill, we will not be able to enter the WIO. On the
banking issue, we have the U.S. banking community on our aide.
They do understand us. As far as the other countries that have
agreed to open up to branching, Saudi Arabia and China, they
won’t actually do it. Why should we deceive each other? We are
talking pre-Christmas, I don't want to overload you with many
issues. We have to step away from these problems; we will have:
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more time to talk about this later. I am very grateful you have
_( called. (& ‘

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: I am going to St. Petersburg to celebrate the
New Year. We’ll enjoy the holidays. (U}

The President: BEspecially the blinis and caviar. ({U)

president Putin: Another issue is Iran. Sergey Ivanov called
Condoleezza Rice, and we have decided to toughen our position on
fuel supplies until they give us a response to enriching fuel in
our country. We will maintain contact with you on this. &

The President: That's very important. All right, buddy, give
Lyudmila and the girls our best., (U) # -

President Putin: And to you and your.family from me and my
family. (U)

President Putin: All the best. ()

-~  End of Conversation  --
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| THE WHITE HOUSE
| WASHINGTON

IMEMORANDUM CF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT : Telcon with President Putin of Russia &)

PARTICIPANTS: The Pregident
President Putin

Interpreter; Peter Afanasenko
Notetakers: Ed Chabot, Carmen DeGeorge, and
Michael Chapman

DATE, TIME ‘ February 1, 20068, 7:28 - 7:45 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hey, Viadimir. (U)

President Putin: Hi, George. Nice to hear from you. (U)

(j The President: Vladimir. Listen,. I'm calling because I'm upset.
You set a terrible precedent for the rest of us world leaders by
answering questions for 3 hours. I don’t think I can stand on my
feet that long. {& ' : '

Pregident Putin: Luckily, I wasn't standing. You yourself have
made another record high which is much more important. We were
watching the speech you wmade. I'm not talking about the
contents. Each and every minute of your speech was interrupted
by applause. (8

The Pregident: Thanks, I took a lésseon from you. (U)

President Putin: I'm very pleased to hear your voice. (U)

The Pregident: Listen, I'm calling you about Iran. I want to
thank you for your leadership on this issue. Lavrov has
consulted with Condi. This is an issue where Russia will play a
pivotal rele in solving this problem. One, your proposal on
providing Iranians with enriched uranium instéad of giving them
the know-how to do it themselves was very important. Two,

f
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( I strongly support it, and the world will see how strategic that

' decision was. I think, as the world begins to realize your
leadership on this, it will be very impertant. So, 1'm calling
to thank you. As we come to decision-making points, feel free to
call or visit. This is an issue that we must work closely on.
Finally, just to let you know, J.D. Crouch is coming to continue
‘our strategic dialogue. J.D. Crouch, not Hadley. That is:
important as well. (&)

President Putin: Well, I understood that. I will provide him
with all the necessary contacts. Speaking about ocur proposal
with Iran, the Iranians understand the essence of the proposal
and tried to avoid it. I recently visited Kazakhstan for the
celebrations surrounding the reelection of President Nazarbayev.
The Iranian Minister of Foreign Affairs was present, and he
requested to meet with me. We refused. He managed tc grab my
hand as we were leaving the building. When I said they brushed
our proposal off, he said they were studying the propesal. But,
at the same time, our contacts showed that this is another trick
to evade our measure, Nevertheless, we will continue these
efforts. In the near future, Lavrov will meet with Condoleezza
Rice. He will be ready to exchange new information regarding
Iran. On January 24th, the Secretary cf Iran’s National Security
Council Larijani visited Moscow. He also requested a meeting

e with me. I declined because it’s not appropriate. Also, I would

( like to extend my gratitude for the flexibility of your American
colleagues regarding the Iranian matter. I hope, and I am
convinced, that we will continue to work together on this issue.

Today, Boris Yeltsin is celebrating his 75 pirthday. If you
don’'t mind, I will offer your congratulations.

" The President: Please do it. &

President Putin: He invited his colleagues with whom he worked
with from Germany, and President Clinton from the United States.
I would like to tell you that I will definitely see President
Clinton. We will also talk with Berlusconi today. We will pass
on your regards. I had a meeting yesterday with an Italian

. priest. I asked him to deliver to Berlusconi an ancient Russian
icon. ‘

I have a guestion about the WTD accession. Yesterday, I had to
say the United States is the last block to Russia's joining the:
WTO, and that the only person who wants that is my good friend,
President Bush. :

The President: Let me check on that and find out where we are.
‘ Portman and Gref have seen each other. I QOn’t know the status,
( so I'1l check on it. )

CONFFRENETA
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) Pregident Putin: Well, when they met here, they insisted that
you were pressing them. &) '

4

The President: Let me check. Thank you for that. (&%

President Putin: The Secretary of the Treasury from the United
States is coming. N

The President: Don’t worry about Pregident Clinton, he's my

fathexr’s new beat friend. ()

Presgident Putin: I can see that on television. b(6
b(6)

The President: b(6)

President Putin: Hugs and all the best. (U}

The President: All right Vladimir, talk to you later. ()

-- End of Conversation --
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: -Teleon with President of RUSBia R

PARTICIPANTS: The President
' President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko
Notetakers: Tim Cronin, Belinda Jackson,
Susan Brockhaus, and

Jon Rohmiller

DATE, TIME March 4, 2006, 1:23 - 1:40 p.m. EST
AND PLACE: Alr Force Cne

The President: Hey Vladimir (U)

Pregsident Putin: Good to hear you. Hello. I followed very
closely your movements around the globe from Afghanistan to
Pakistan. I am trying to follow closely your movemernts. You
made a roar in Afghanistan. Sir, as I reckon you are making war
with the Taliban in Afghanistan. (&

The President: Thank you. * (U)

president Putin: I would like to inform you about our meeting
with the Iranians. Now, as far as Hamas is.concerned, as you
know Mr. President, we met them here in Moscow. At the meeting,
we had representatives in the foreign axrm and the Palestinian
territories represented. As a foundation for negotiations we
ingisted on the Quartet rules. I must say that we did not note
‘any tough, immovable position on the part of the Hamas
representatives. Now it’s also understandable that they are
just getting comfortable on accepting new power. What would I
say as far as some of the principal positions? They are ready
to accept Abbas as the leader of the autonomy there, and give
him the right to determine foreign policy. And they fully feel
that it’'s possible to expect that Israel will perform in an
analogously similar fashion. What I noticed very interestingly
igs that they do not resist using the Roadmap in future progress
in their region. And they also note that Israel should follow
the Roadmap very scrupulously and not insist on the addition of
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( B 10, 15, and 20 additional changes which would make this Roadmap
useless. I consider this substantially important, because this
in fact can be interpreted to signal ‘a first sign of recognition’
of Israel. Of course, immediate direct recognition of Israel
would be impossible and problematic at this stage of the game
becauase they are just starting cut. (&}

Now as far as international donor assistance is concerned, I
notice that they are fully ready to exercise transparency,
openness, anything necessary to garner asgistance, including the
eatablishment of regional or international control mechanisms to
overgee thig agsgessment. In general, overall I think these
contacts were useful. &And I think that if we use the Quartet
framework we might expect some successes in getting some
progresgs in certain areas in cne way or another. I would like
to call Olmert in Israel tomorrow and inform him about this as
well. You know I really think that as far as the Palestinian
Authority is concerned, we ought not block assistance for them,
because they are going to get assistance from other sources that
you and I might not find appropriate or acceptable. (W

Now as far as Iran is concerned, we held a series of

consultations with the Iranians before they flew off to Vienna.

We proceeded from several important premises and here they are
<_ as follows. First of all, they must return to the positions
contained in the additicnal protocol. Second, they must not
hold back for 2 or 3 years and they must immediately take this
protocol to their parliament and have it ratified. Third, we
talked about the esgtablishment of a joint enterprise on the
territory of Russia for the pursuit of enriching uranium. The
moat difficult thing would be how to deal with their intention
to talk themgelves into a position where they would have the
right to carry out nuclear research on their own territory, just
the research part. To this we responded to them as follows. We
told them that they have to hold meetings and consultations with
the IAEA and only to ask whether or not its feasible to do
research on their own territory. We are not going to discussg
this issue with them. After they went to Vienna and held a
gerles of useless talks that never led to anything, especially
with the trio in Vienna, they surprisingly and without informing
us flew back to Moscow instead of flying home to Iran. So Igor
Ivanov is now helding consultations with them. And as far as we
can see they do not have a unified position because various
teams of negotiators on our side got different kinds of. answers
‘and different positions, so they don’t have a unified position.
But those negotiators that came to Moscow appear to be looking
for a way out of the situation. If there is anything new or
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interesting, we will inform you right away. And our deputy
foreign minister is now in.Vienna and talking to negotiators in
Vienna to see what he can find out. And Minister Lavrov will be
coming to Washington soon and he will brief me. %

The president: First, thank you very much for the briefing.
Secondly, I'm going to see Lavrov on Tuesday. The Roadmap says
that the Palestinians, whoever they are, must recognize Israel,
renounce terror, and disband militias. The Quartet statements.
say that. Hopefully that's what Hamas will do. My only other
point is that on Iran, it’'s very dangerous if they do research.
I'm very worried about that because research means they could
develop a clandestine nuclear operation. We'll talk to Lavrov
about it but it makes me very nervous. One thing is for
certain, you are in the middle of a lot of action.

President Putin: Yes, you should stecp by. You are flying by
anyway, we could_haﬁe a Coca-Cola, or a cup of tea. (U)

The President: I’1l be over there soon. I have to go home and
see Barney. (U) :

pregident Putin: My best regards. Say hi to everybody and have
a nice, safe trip. (U) :

The President: Alright Vladimir, thank you very much for
calling. You’re very kind to think of me. (U) '

president Putin: Bye Mr. President. All the best. ()

The President: Goodbye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

 SUBJECT:  Telcon with President of Russia (U}

PARTICIPANTS : The President
President'Pqtin

1Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: ‘Jennifer Lyon, Deanna Kim, and
Piana Schmidt ;

DATE, TIME - May 30, 2006, 7:22 - 7:49 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: Oval Office

President Putin: Hello. How is the weather in. Washington? (U)

The President: The weather in Washington is hot. So is the
politics. (0}

President Putin: It is better here. In Sochi, we only have plus'
( 70 degrees Fahrenheit, or plus 30 degrees Celsius. (U)

The President: 1It’s going to be nice and cool when we get to
St.  Petersburg. (U¥)

"President Putin: I am looking forward to that meeting, and I
would like to see you as soon.as possible there. Igor Ivanov
just returned from Tehran. He is in my office now, and. I asked
him to brief me on the results cof the trip. I will listen first
to what you have to say, and then I will tell you what I think of

what he told me. (&)

The President: Igor has been in touch with Steve Hadley. We
have been listening very carefully to what Igor has suggested
about how to move the process forward. Like I told you, I have
told Igor that we would like to solve this thing through
diplomacy. My judgment is in order to do this, Russia and the
U.5., as well as the EU, must be on the same page. I do not
think diplomacy can work with the EU-3 without the U.S. and the
Russians committed so the Iranians can see a united front.
Therefore, I would like to explore this idea. The five of us
'saying in a clear voice, “If you honor this suspension agreement,
the U.5. will come to the table, as well as the EU=3, to discuss
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with you the package of 1ncent1ves in return for getting rid of

( . your nuclear weapons program. If they say they will not

suspend,- I think it is important that we have an agreement before
I come to the table that their refusal to suspend results in
sanctions by the UN Security Council. That is why I am calling
to get your reactions to these ideas. (W) S :

President Putin: The Chinese have a proverb: When two tigers
are fighting in the valley, a smart and wise monkey is better off

sitting and watching the fight. (U)

The President: Who is the monkey? You are not suggesting I am a
monkey, are you? (U)

President Putin: I would rather be a monkey, and you are trying.
to lure me into the valley where the two tigers fight. It is
rather difficult for me to present counter-arguments because your
position seems to be so logical. Every one of us should take
responsibility for the resolution of the situwation. I believe
your.approach to be well conceived and well-thought out. Igor,
Ivanov said in his opinlon there was careful optimism that they .
could agree to suspension of theéir nuclear activities prov1ded
negotiations continue and there is something of interest to them
in the package. At a meeting of foreign ministers in Vienna on
( - Thursday, it is important that  the Chinese take part. They

should not be discounted. They sheould participate in the
process. This meeting will be quite important because I think it
is supposed to develop a final package of incentives for Tehran
should it step off its nuclear program and another package should
it not discontinue enrichment. In Shanghai on 15 June, there
will be a meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
Iran, India, Pakistan, and Mongolia are observers in this
organization. But even now, we have information that President
Ahmadinejad wants to attend and he wants to meet there. We, in .
principle, tried to avoid any meeting con a presidential level
between the two countries. If in Vienna we manage to develop a
common position, in principle we could use that meeting to lay
down our position face-to-face directly, and that would be a good
opportunity to involve the Chinese and to hear it from them
saying they would like to participate in the process and support
our group. ©Overall, I believe our involvement would bring a new
~ substantive, positive element into the process. Russia would
certainly support this proposal, and we consider it quite
balanced and thorcugh. &)

The President: I appreciate that. First of all, ycu have got to
be involved. You have been involved in the beginning with
discussions in 2001 Second of all, it was you who proposed the
.. civilian nuclear program, which I supported and continue to
( " support. We also have been involved. The question is can we be

SEERAE
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involved in a more formal way with the EU-3 to end the problem.
(_ They may not want to end it. I do not know. But we ought to
give them the opportunity to end it. {S)

President Putin: Agreed, George. Let’s do it the way you framed
it in your preoposal. (8

The President: -Okay, I appreciate that. It is very important
for the world to see the U.S. and Russia working with the
Europeans. I want to solve this thing. We are working together.
Thank you very much for your generosity and your spirit of
cooperatlon (S

President Putin: ‘Thank you, George. If you have five more
minutes, if you do. not have any pressing meetings, I would like
to say a -couple words on the Middle East. & .

The'President: Please. (U}

President. Putin: First of ‘all, T would like to inform you of my
meeting with Abbas in Sochi on 15 May. He was very much
concerned over developments, and that if the crisis is not
resolved, it will .degenerate into a serious catastrophe. We
provided $10 miliien to them. These monies were given under the

(' word of Abbas himself and under his control to be spent on
humanitarian issues of medical supplies and equipment. We
understand the American side objects in principle to paying civil
servants. At the same time, Hamas is being paid because they are
being financed by countries close by and by cash changing hands -
tens of millions of dollars every month - which resulted in a
fact I learned after Abbas left me. Part of the security
services ran from Abbas to Hamas. It weakened Abbas. I draw
your attention to this circumstance. I do not think anyone has
an interest in further weakening Abbas because you are supporting
him. He said - I do not know what he really thinks - but he said
it so much, that he would continue to insist on the formaticn of
a coalition government of professionals or technicians. We
consider it appropriate to help him in this. We are trying to
work with the Iranians, with the Syrians, with Hamas, trying to
convince them to meet Abbas halfway. I would like to know what
your reading is of the situation, taking intc account Olmert’s
visit and Abbas’s request to form such a government. (&)

The President: Thank you very much, Vladimir. Thank you for
your interest and meeting with Abbas, who I like. I like that
you think that it is wvery important for Abbas to be strong. I
talked to Olmert, who is a very good man and a person you will
like, about reaching out to Bbbas to try and help marginalize

( Hamas and get an agreement on & two-state solution. We have got
people there trying to help Abbas organize security forces. We
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are trying to get aid directly to the Palestinian people.

( Therefore, we are not going to violate our pledge not to give
money to the government run by Hamas. But, we do care about the
people. I agree with you that it would be very helpful if we
could get a two-state solution up and running. I hope you get to
meet Olmert. ' You will like him as a person. He is a strong
leader. I was impressed by his wision and his understanding that
a partner in peace would be helpful. . (& '

President Putin: I have not met with him yet. We only talked
over the phone. We agfeed to meet, and I am looking forward to
meeting him in Moscow. If I meet Ahmadinejad, I will certainly
call him, and if you could spare a few minutes, I will share the
information with you - what he thinks, what his attitude is.

The President: That would be great. I do not understand the man
and what he really wants. Sy

.President Putin: I wish he could'understand himself. Then maybe
we could understand him. (&)

The President: Just do not give him a big kiss publicly. (&

Presicdent Putin: ‘No, big kisses only for you when you come. (8
(’ .~ The President: We will visit you the night before the G8, as I
understand it (0) _

President Putin: That is right. We will have an opportunity to
have a calm talk and to take it easy for a couple hours. Best
regards to your family and to your parents. (U)

The President: Thanks, Vladimir. Very good talking to you.
Very good conversation. 1 look forward to seeing you. (U)

President Putin: Thanks for calling.- I hug you. Bye. (0U)

The Preésident: Bye, buddy. . (U)

-- End of Cenversation --
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( ‘ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION ‘

SUBJECT : Telcon with President Putin of Russia =
PARTICIPANTS: President Putin
Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Susan Brockhaus, Julie
Brotherton, Maureen Shannon

DATE, TIME - June 5, 2006, -7:39 - 7:58 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: OvallOffice : i )

The President: Hey Vladimir, how are you? (U)

President Putin: I am fine George, just fine. How are you? {U)

The President: I am doing fine, thank you. Thanks for taking myA
call. I am better for talking to you. (U) ‘ .

President Putin: That is great. "Thank you. (U}
- : ]

The President: Listen, a couple of things. First of all, I want

to let you know how concerned I am about the kidnapping that took

place. I express my heartfelt sympathy for the loss of life and

our folks will cooperate ag much as possible to bring the other

four back. (U) ’ ;

Pregident Putin: Thank you. (U}

The President: Yes. Anything we can do to help, we will.
Secondly, this is about the upcoming G-8. One of the things I
think we need to do is make sure we focus on success, and there
are four areas where we can work together. One is the pandemic,
the potential bird flu, and I want to thank you very much. We
have an international initiative to woérk: together so it ‘locks
like there is international consensus on the bird flu. Secondly,
on Iran, thank you very much for close cocperation on Iran. I do
believe we need a solid statement coming out of the G-8 on Iran,
one that is rational and reascnable, that will help make the G-8
a success. Third, T think we can get a statement on Darfur which

R T .
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( Americans and Russians both will want to see. Finally, the
Global Initiative on nuclear terrorism, a bilateral agreement we
can convert to an international agreement. The reason I called
is to continue to gtrategize with you going into the G-8 on what
to concentrate on and say to the world that these are things we
can agree on. (&)

President Putin: First of all, thank you for your call. I am
glad to hear your voice. For the G-8 Summit, in general, I
totally agree, especially taking into account that on a number of
issuea, our experts are working together very closely. We are
almost exactly parallel on the safe nuclear energy development.
Prior to the G-8, for example, if you do not mind, during our
preliminary meeting at the Summit we can issue a joint statement
at the Summit. Regarding Iran, we have begun our work in this
new format and this has produced results. This new format is
developing very nicely, and thus it might be a success,
particularly since we have at least managed to find common
positions and common approaches and I suppose that the
negotiations with Iran will be a success. 1 suppose we have to
wait for the end of Solana‘'s trip, which I think is tomorrow, and
then we will lock forward to the outcome of his work. We are
generally satisfied with the package of actions in place on the
agreed non-use of force. George, I would like to use thisg ,
opportunity to thank you very much for pushing ahead on Russia’s
<' entry into the WIO. We only have a few more moves that we have

to make and we then will be finished with the negotiations. When
"we do that in a package ag a comprehensive approach there are
just two or three issues that need to be agreed on. .On separate
igsues, we can continue the discussion in a bilateral format.

Mr. Lavrov just returned from his business trip to London, and
when he came to meet with me, he had problems with his cheeks and
lips being swollen. T&

The President: Wait a minute. (U}

President Putin: We might need to take a closer lock at what
Condi did te him. (U) '

The President: Condi is not blind. (U)

Pregident Putin: And she is a very attractive lady. (U)

The President: She is a wonderful lady. (U)

President Putin: So George, being serious, I would like to go
back to what you began with. I would like to thank you for your
condolences, for our citizen, our national, who was killed in
Baghdad. We hope to get your help and cooperation in order to
free the remaining four. T ‘
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(‘ < The President: BAbsolutely. Listen Viadimir, T woﬁld like to get
this WTO stuff done in the next couple of weeks before we get to
St. Petersburg. T&

Pregsident Putin: Yes, that would be good. (U)

The President: I think the only area is on agriculture and that
ig always the most difficult. &)

President Putin: Without getting into details, what your
specialists are doing is coordinating with internal American
legislation and not WTO legislation. And regarding the most
important issue, which is meat, according to Russian legislation,
if meat does not .undergo special processing, special checks apply
not only to foreign meat but also to domestic meat. Since it
concerns the security of the population, it would be impossible
taking into account the volume of trade, but I hope that we will
be able teo conclude the process before we get to the G-8 in

St. Petersburg. (W)

The President: That is what we need to do. I will keep pushing
on my end. (U)

. Pregident Putin: , Thank you. And concerning my meeting with
( Ahmadi-Nejad in Shanghai, China, if such a meeting takes place I
will give you a call and inform you on the outcome of the
meeting.. It will be most interesting because by that time they
will have time to analyze the proposals they have received from
London. (W- = :

‘The President; I know. I look forward to hearing from you. (U)

President Putin: And have no doubt we will stick to.the position
we have elaborated jointly. MW

The Presgident: That would be great. I think once they figure
out we are serious with the United States and Russia working
together with the BU-3, they will want to figure out a way to
resolve the issue. I have always thought your proposal was
something they should have accepted early on. Now that they are
seeing there is a united effort, they will probably come back to
the proposal and say fine, we will get our nuclear supply from
Russia and have the fuel collected. &

President Putin: You can be sure that we will not give them any
outs or any chance to make maneuvers or skip in the negotiation
process. You can be sure of that. &)
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(‘ ' The President: Well that is great. Thank you for taking my
phone call. (U} ‘ .

President Putin: Soon I will give yocu a call. (U)

The Pregident: My best, thank yéu. ()

Pregident Putin: Good-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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( : THE WHITE HOUSE
' : WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM CF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
SUBJECT: _ Telcon with President Putin of Russia (W »
PARTICIPANTS ;. President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: David Waldman, Susan Brockhaus,
and Jon Rohmiller

DATE, TIME June 19, 2006, 1:14 - 1:32 p.m.' EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hey Vladimir. How are you? (U)

President Putin: I am fine, George. How are you? (U)

The President: I .am doing well. Thanks for calling. (U)

b4

(_ - President Putin: So, as I promised, I am calling after my
meebing with the president of Iran. I believe that Lavrov and
ivanov informed your people through their channels, but. I would
like to do it in person. ‘

The President: Good. (U)

President Putin: So, first I would like to say that they
formally accept as positive the proposal by the six parties.
Second, they are prepared to start negotiating. Third, they are
prepared to start negotiations within one month. The last point
is about the date of one month. Fresident Ahmadi-Nejad asked me
not to tell the press about it. He said that Iran would like to
do this indeépendently. That'is, in the Security Council at the
U.N. or by their Secretary of Security. Of course, as they did
before with talks with other countries, they are trying to oppose
the positions of cne of the six countries against one of the
other 'five countries. But, I told him right away that this was
coordinated, an agreed position of the six countries and Russia
would not go alene. This was said clearly, it was sald crystal
clear and cut loud and the assistant of the President took note.
We left no-stone unturned, and we told them directly that there
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( was no chance to get the United States against Russia or Russia
against the EU, and that was said clearly. He told me they set

up a special commission to review our proposal. I am not sure
whether it was a technical step or really a desire to work out a
solution. Time will show. I again reaffirmed our position that
Tran has the right to nucleaxr technology, but we proposed to do
it in such a way that the international community would not be
concerned. We are prepared to set up the network of focal points
and coordinating centers, so that Iran would have access Lo
nuclear technologies. But only in exchange for the reciprocal
step and that is for Iran to freeze enrichment. Now I would like
ro tell you my personal impressions of our meeting. I have the
feeling that he has grown more mature, that he has turned from
tribune into pelitician. I believe that he has become more
quiet, so he was not that intensive in communication, and he was
preparsed to listen to us. After my first meeting with him in
New York, I did not have that impressien. So, that is what I
wanted to tell you about Iran, and shortly we would have some
follow-up. IS}

‘The President: Thank you very much. 1 cannot thank you enough
for being very clear. I think it is important he see the United
gtates and Russia working very closely together on a common sense
plan. This will cause him to find.a common sense solution. I

- just gave a speech to one of ocur service academies, and I said

(- the Iranian regime deserves to have nuclear power undexr

safeguards. 8o we are on the same wavelength, and your meeting
was very important. I thank you for the update. The only other
thing that is somewhat troubling is North Korea firing a missile
somewhere. I know that we have been in touch with your
government, so we are fully. aware of what he may or may not do.
The Japanese are of course Very nervous, and in wy opinion, the
Chinese need to step up and explain to Kim Jong Il that if you
fire a misgile withcut warning, withcout explanation, there will
be consequences, and it will hurt our relations. I appreciate
you working with us on this issue, too. ({8

President Putin: Yes, with all that, they are planning something
over there, and Rumsfeld called Ivanov over this issue. We have
real doubts that they have a ballistic missile that coculd reach
the United States. But I agree with you, whatever they are
trying to laun¢h over there, we should be notified and get
informed about it. And of course, we should talk te our Chinese
friends on this. W

The President: Yes, I have done that and hope you do this as

well., T&)
President Putin: Okay then, we will do our part and hold

( consultaticns as well. By the way, about Iran, I have talked
COMNT IR
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( with Ku Jintao, and I have the.impression he is really prepared
o work with us on this, and they don’t have a different
position. I saw a report on your very efficient visit to Iraq.
1 would like to express my appreciaticn to your Secret Service
and intelligence services who are involved in trying to lacate
our diplomats kidnapped in Irag, and I hope these efforts will
continue, and I will get your support on this. &

The President: Absolutely. 'Believe me, we want to help free
them. I talked about this issue with the top levels of our
military.

President Putin: It seems to me if we can resolve this problem
together it will be very produchtive. By the way, the Iranians
told me that “you don’t want the Americans by your side, * and I
told him that we would like to see the Americans by our gide as
it will only solidify the reiatlonshlp sy

The President Thanks, you are taklng a very important
leaderﬂth ro]e with this. (s)

President Putin: I am expecting you in St. Petersburg, so 1 am
locking forward to seeing you. (U)

The President: I am coming and hoping for a good bilateral
(' meeting the night before. & .

President Putin: Then we could elaborate on our bilateral
statement and our colleagues are engaged in this effort based on
your proposal. () :

The President: We’'ll let them work, and you and I will eat
blini. Do you remember the fish you told me about where they cut
1t open? (U)

President Putin: We will tie the fish to the boat, and it will
be waiting for you. I wish you all the best and all the best to
Laura. {m N,

The President: Yes, give my best to your wife, and thanks for
taking the lead on this issue. It is really helpful. (U}

president Putin: Thanks George for the kind words. (U}

The President: Good-bye. ({U)

President Putin: Good-bye. (U}

-- End of Conversation --
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THE WHITE HOUSE
( : WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHCNE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : - Telcon with the President of Russia
PARTICIPANTS: President Putin

Notetakers: Jared Thomas, Susan Brockhaus,
and Jon Rohmiller '

DATE, TIME ' July 6, 2006, 7:31-7:41 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: . Oval Office

The Pregident: Hey Vladimir. How are you doing? {U)

Pregident Putin: Good morning George. I am very happy to hear
your voice. I will only take one second of your time. I have
just met with leaders of the world's labor unions in the _
anticipation of the G-8 Summit 'and they reminded me that you have
a birthday today. ©On a seriousg note, I would like to wish you a
happy birthday. The truth is, that it was I who reminded them

(‘ " about your birthday and they asked me to forward to you their
warmest congratulations. Although the U.S. labor union leader
complained that the U.S. had very low wages. They all were
complaining about the same thing. I had a very good and
subgtantial discussion with Secretary Rice when she was here.
Soen you and I will have an opportunity to have a substantial
discussion in St. Petersburg. We are preparing for the meeting
with you and in addition to all of the other items on the agenda,
one more will be added, that is the nuclear issue cn the Korean
peninsula. And one last thing of a personal nature, tonight ocne
of our national television channels is broadcasting a film about
you and Laura. I‘wve heard that it was a very good cne. &4

The President: I hope it wasn’t done by Michael Moore. (&)

President Putin: Here we have films in the tradition of Russian
Stanislavskiy. 08

The President: Listen a.couple of points. Condi briefed me on
héer meeting with you. I heard your messages loud and clear, and
I think we will have a good G-8. I look forward to my private
meeting with you. It will be a good change of course to renew
—CONPERRNTLAL :
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our friendship and have a conversation about the world. Today,
I"m told Susan Schwab is talking with Gref about the WTO.

( Progress is slow, but it's important that we’re moving forward.
We will see if we can’'t get it done before the G-8. (N

Pregident Putin: I hope so. (U)

The President: We hope so too. Look the North Korean wants
people to pay attention to him. He basically gave an obscenc
gesture to the Chinese, America, and the other countries that
asked him not ro fire his rockets. (GQ

Pregident Putin: Yes, the Chinese are guite mad with him. N

The President: Here’s my worry. My worry is that the world will
come rushing to his side and say we don’t want to irritate you so
we will give you ceoncessions. I think the message should be the
oppeosite. We are tired of his bad behavior and want him to
change. I thank you for your statements after the man fired not
only cne missgile but seven. I think it is very important that the
sentiment be extended by our governments, particularly at the U.N,
It is important that the world see a good, sound resolution come
out of the U.N. I hope the Chinese are angry, because I felt his
actions were insulting to the Chinese. I hope they send him the a
very tough message privately. The truth of the matter is that if
we want. to have a weapons-free Korean Peninsula, the Chinese will
- have to deal with North Korea in a firm way. I am worried that if
( nothing is done the Japanese may want tc arm. DS '

Pregident Putin: Yes. (U)

President Bush: .So, it is very much in China‘s strategic
interest to be involved, not as a mesaenger, but as a partner.

I have sent that message to the Chinese, and to the extent you
could have your people get involved, that would be very helpful
cas well. I still believe the Iran issue will dominate the G-8,
It’s important to continue to coordinate messages, not only
between Russia and the U.S., but alse between Russia, Europe, and
Japan. We are focused on getting him to behave responsibly, but
we should maintain close coordination so that Iran doesn‘t think
our focug has turned to North Korea. Anyway thanks for your
phone call, I'll see you in a week or so in St. Petersburg. I am
looking forward to it.

President Putin: I embrace you. All the best. I am very happy
to hear you once again. Bye. (U) i

The President: It was great hearing you. Good-bye. (U)

-~ End of Convergation --
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THE WHITE HOUSE . )
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : : Telcon with the President of Russia (8)
PARTICIPANTS : President Putin
Interpreter: Peter Afanasgenko

Notetakers: Michael Eaton, Laura wittig,
James Cooney

‘DATE,. TIME October 2, 2006, 7:39 - 7:56 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hey Vladimir. How are you? (U}

President Putin: George, I am glad to hear you. I am welcoming
you from the Ural Mountains, a piace we have here in Russia. (U)

The President: Fantastic. I am sorry I didn’t talk to you
sooner. I have been busy with campaigns, but I thought it
important to stay in touch with you. () ‘

President Putin: I am listening (U)

The President: Good. I guess the first subject I am interested
in is the World Trade Crganization. I have been monitoring the
Qiscussions and it looks like we are making very good progress,
and evidently we are waiting on the veterinarian’s reports. I
don‘t know if you see it that way or not.

bresident Putin: I have not received any reports lately, and
therefore, I cannot say exactly what is going on. The most
recent information I have received is that the progress has not
been significant. Progress has been minor, but as soon as I get_
back to Moscow, I will see what is going on. (S0

' The President: That would be good. I am following this and want
to get something done. [y ] :

| SRRt .
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( President Putin: Maybe I have missed out on one or two items.
‘In the past two weeks, I have not gotten into this affair. W)

The President: Secondly, Iran. My conceyn is that the Iranians
are stalling for time s¢o they can enrich, I appreciate our
cooperation on this issue, and ccoperation with Russia on this
will be important as we go forward. We need to send a strong
message that Iran should not have the capacity or wherewithal to
build a nuclear weapon. . Condi is going to meet with Lavrov and
her other counterparts later this week, and hopefully we can
ggjch a consensus on how to send a clear message to the Iranians.
{ . ¢

Pregident Putin: Okay. (U)

The President: The other thing is that I talked with Nazarbayev.
It ig very important that Kazakhstan can be friends with Russia
and- the United States at the same time, " and not have to choose
between the two of us. (8) ‘

President Putin: I fully agree. (U)

The President: Finally, this phone call was set up before the
_ recent crisis in Georgia, and I want to communicate my concerns
about that situation and ask for your advice, and to ask you to
(’ calm the situation down. One of the main reasons I called was to
hear your voice and chat with you. In Vietnam, I hope I can see
you on the edges of APEC. My intention was not to inconvenience
you, and I hope I didn‘t disturb your vacation in the Urals. ™

President Putin: Thank you very much for this call. I am very
glad to hear you. Firsgt of all, about Iran, we are also '
concerned with the gituation around Iran’s nuclear . ‘program. It
ig true that. our posditions are close and need to remain clesge,
I met with Chirac and Merkel on the 23rd in Paris, and we.
discussed this issue with them. On the whole, we reached a
common understanding about how we should advance on this issue.
We believe any measures should be taken stage by stage and in
proportion to the actions of Iran itself. The measures should be
. commensurate with the measures the U.N. Security Council would
find apprepriate to push Tran towards.this or that action. Of
“course, the main criterion for us is moving towards non-
~proliferation. Of coursé, we should take intc account our own
interests. It would be difficult for us to aCﬂept any decision
that would be unilateral and agalnst our interests. I would like
to poxnt out other circumstances. For example, recently the
State Department adecpted a positicn with regard to sanctlons
dqalnst two of our companies and said, these two Companlea have
been working with Iran. Condi is aware of these issues. 1 want
( to tell you that those two companies have. nothing to do wlth iran
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~( on non- prollferatlon issues.. Recently, Solana had a meeting with
Larijani and my’ colleagues have spoken to both of them. Both
Larijani~and Solana have announced that they have a certain
optimism. T am not sure if it’s true, or the reasons for the
optimism, but this is what Sclana said. The Iranians have asked
Igor Ivanov to come to ‘Tehran. It would be a good idea to -find
out what is going on there. Today, or tomorrow he will be there,

and we will brief you in detail on the results of that visit.

™

The President: That would be good. (U}

President Putin: . Now, about Gecrgia, we do not. understand why
Mr. Saakashvili is inflaming the situation and creating hysteria.
He is violating all arrangements that have been agreed upon that
would have opened ways for him towards a peaceful settlement.
We noticed that this is all happening right after his return from
the United States. It is quite regretful that the perception
here is that over there, he received a carte blanche to pursue
his aggressive policiee. This is especially the case since
support cof Georgla continues to take place, certainly in the
‘framework of NATC and this is cercalnly stimulating inappropriate
behavior. You have asked what can be done? It is obvious that
gestures of support should be ruled out, and we have been quite
( ‘ disappointed with the position of the U.S. Ambassador to the

United Nations Security Council, who has declined to agree with
the presidential statement on Georgia. We expect your
administration to take a principled position on the settlement of
conflicts in the post-Soviet era. With respect to Nazarbayev,

I will see him tomorrow within the framework of the meeting of
‘governors from the neighboring states. Judging by your joint
gtatement and the press conference, I see you had a successful
meeting and I congratulate you. Also, on behalf of Ludmila,

I want to thank Laura for the invitation to visit New York.
Ludmila participated in the conference that was organized by
Laura supporting the dissemination of literacy. In my view,

New York CiLy is such a huge and busy conglomerate, it ia
unlivable for human beings. Ludmila said she liked it a lot, ‘and
we had an argument about it yesterday. I believe that this is
due to the warm hospitality afforded to her by Laura. I hope to
see you in Hanoi. (8§ '

The President: ;What-are you doing in the Urals? (U)

P;esideht Putin: I am on a working visit in the area. (u)

The President: I thought you might be hunting.’ (U)

‘Pregident Putin: No, no. Unfortunately not huntxng We are
( discussing health care issues. (U)

~CONFEPRITINS
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The President: I hope everything ig well with you, and I look
forward to seeing you in a month. (U}

president Putin: I am absolutely fine, and I look forward to
seeing you. Thank you for this call. (U}

The President: Bye, Vladimir. (U)

-- End of Conversation ——
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THE WHITE HOUSE
( . ' ‘ WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUEJECT: Telcon with the President of Russié [gN,
PARTICIPANTS: rresident Putin
Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Brian Sollbm, Jo-Ann Burdian,
and Julie Brotherton

DATE, TIME - October 9, 2006, 7:52 - 8:04 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: oval Cffice

The President: Vladimir, how are ycu? {u)

(’ preaident Putin: So, the problem is that the Koreans are
upsetting us. (U}

The President: Let me tell you three things on my mind. One,
happy birthday. You’'re getting to be an old man, but not as old
as me. (U)

president Putin: Thank you very much. 8o I see that you are in
a good mood. ({U)

The President: I would say my mood is mixed. Before I talk
about North Korea, I want Lo talk about the recent death of the
reporter and would hcope very much that you take a personal
interest in solving this. & '

President Putin: So, this is a terrible tragedy first of all on -
the personal level. And of course this is a political blow
against Russgia because it gets us back to the freedom of the
press and security of the press and journalists, and those that
did this were well aware of that. Recently she was really
engaged in the topic of Chechnya and this throws a shadow over
the leadership of Chechnya and we are well aware of that. A
Actually, this assassination does more damage than the reports

-eeﬂeasgﬁmanam

k Classified by: . V. Phillip Lago
Reason: 1.4(d)
Declassify on: 10/10/16

NWH#:78134 DocId: 34685370



CONPTPENTTIAL . 2

(— she made. We haven't forgotten about the assassination of
American journalist Paul Klebnikov, and we will do everything
possible to solve thia case and finish the investigation and the
prosecution of the other. N

The President: Thank you. It's very important as you know.
Listen, the other issude is North Xorea of courxse. He ignored the

* warnings of the world, but primarily of Japan, China, and South
Korea, who sent him very clear messages. It is important that we
send a very strong message primarily through the United Nations
Security Council, primarily through a chapter 7 resolution, that
their behavior is unacceptable. And that’s what I'm calling
about, just to make sure we’'ve spoken and that Condi and Lavrov
and Hadley and Ivanov stay close. I will have spoken by the end
of the morning to China, Japan and South Korea. We don’t want to
emotionalize the issue. We don't want to issue statements that
are provocative. We will be strong in our statement and measured
in our resolve and that’s why I am calling. W8} :

President Putin: Actually, I saw your statement and your
interviews in TV related to the Korean issue. I believe what. is
being done is according to the scope of the problem. I remember
in your interview with Larry King, you told him you would act
persistently in a calm and quiet manner. Three hours ago in a
sesgion with a governor, I said publicly that Russia condemns

(’ North Korea's test. The explosion was just 200 kilometers from
our border. We are concerned for two reasons: first of all,
this is a gecurity issue for Russia. I repeat, it was only 200
kilometers off our border. I will have to closely monitor the
environmental situation. Of course, it inflicts damage on the
nuclear non-proliferation regime. So, it incites other nuclear-
‘threshold countries to move closer teo this eventually, and it
also makes worse the problem of Iran.

The President: That’s right. (U)

President Putin: We are prepared to work closely with the U.S.
and other states in the U.N. Security Council to resolve the
gituation. But, I agree with you that we should act without
hysterics and in a balanced way. (&

The President: We are on the same page. That is important. (8

President Putin: It looks that way. (U)

The President: I hope you are doing ckay. (U)

President Putin: Yes, everything is alright. I know you will be
flying to APEC and will make a technical stopover in Moscow. (U).

,/‘-‘

NPT,
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(“ The President: Thank you very much. (U)

president Putin:  We’ll make sure you are comfortable on Russian
iand, so it will be comfortable even for a couple of minutes.

(U}

The President: Well, you’re very kind. It helps with the
logistics. That is a kind gesture and I appreciate it. (U}

president Putin: So, we'll prepare caviar and coke. (U)

The President: And belinis. Thank you. If we don’t talk before
then, 1'1il see you in Vietnam. (U) ‘

Pregident Putin: Thank you very much for the call. (U}

The President: Alright Valdimir, thanks. (U)

President Putin: Bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --

~CONFEERENTIRE
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(' ' : WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : Telephone Conversation with President
Vladimir Putin of Russia (U}

PARTICIPANTS : President Putin

Interpreter: - Nikolai Sorckin ;
Notetakers: Cristina Fekkes, Will Lion, and
: Derek Westfll - : ’

DATE, TIME December 23, 2006, 7:28 - 7:42 a.m. EST
AND PLACE: Camp David . e 25

The President: Hey, Vladimir. How are you, sir? ~(U)

President Putin: Everything is fine thank you I am very glad
(f to hear yowu, First of all I would like to congratulate you and
your family on the coming Christmas. (U)

The President: Thank you. (Uf‘

"President Putin: b(6)

b(6)

The Pregident: | b(6) |
| b(6) |

President 'Putin: Please convey our best wishes to her. George,
I called you not just to congratulate you on the  upcoming
Christmas, but the second topic is Iran., We have talked to you
~SBERRT o | LIMITED ACCESS
Classified by: Jchn I. Pray, Jr. ' '
Reason: 1.4(b) (d) ‘

Declassify on: 12/8/18
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about it not once, our diplomats have worked very hard on the
resolution in the recent days. I know it is very difficult to
( - find the commen understanding and common approach, especially in
the details. The Eurcpeans have introduced their amendment,
which is as follews, that everything which is not forbidden is
allowed, and that is what they put on paper. 'But in the last
mement they took it cut of the resolution, and as we know this -
is also because of your influence.. But we proceed from the
premise that these amendménts are .very important and would
_improve the resolutlon .However, I remember our first
conversaticns in this regard, so I have taken. the decision and
have given instructions to the forelgn ministry te vote for the
resolutlon. We will proceed with the premlse that the amendment
that has been taken out of the draft, even without being in the
‘text, that the amendment in practice will be working. And we
will not block the resolution on that second offense, but we
will ‘make a second statement in this regard, having voted for
the resolution. Because I think the unity of the Security
Council on this very important and delicate issue is very
crucial., We have talked about this numerous times, and I
proceed on the premise that this :is our common approach. I know
that now. you and the Republlcans have not had an easy time in
your country And because we have ' a common approach on thls
issue lt would be right to show this. (&)

<j A ‘The President; Yes. (W)

President Putin: Because it will strengthen our position on
‘questions where our approach coincides. And there is one other
aspect that I would like to have your attention to. Proceeding
from the resolution, all the deals before the adoptions from the
resolution remain in force and we will proceed from this. And I
would like tec inform you that this has practical significance,
in particular in the areas for military technical cocperation in
Iran. In particular, in the beginning of this year, or the énd
of last year, I don’t remember the date, but we concluded a deal
with the Iranians, to send them our S-30C complex for air J
defense. So far we have not delivered those components. And if
this particular shipment will take place at &all 4t will take
place in 2008, 2010, or even later. O©Cf course this will depend
on the general overall situation of the Iranian nuclear program.
But the contract has been signed and we will proceed on the
premise that we have full right to implement it. George, this
is all that I wanted to tell you, and even though the day just
starLed in Washindton, I wanted it to start on a positive note.

- (8Y '
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The President:..itfis positive, thank you Vliadimir and Merry
Christmas as well. I know that diplomacy is dlff¢CUlt at times
but I think it is important for the Iranians not to think that
there is weakness between the U.S., Russia, and the Eurcopeans.
Now thanks to your leadershlp on thls we now have a resolutlon
and we can say to Iran that the world is seriocus. I am very
concerned when Ahmadinejad brags he has 3,000 centrifuges and
will be a nuclear power. That just’ breeds consternation in the
Middle East, ‘in Sunni'natiocns as well as in Israel. Therefore,
when he sees Russia and the U.S. working together, it will send
them a message I want to thank you. And secondly, you have
made it very clear of the contracts signed prior to the
resclution and I understand that. I do think it is a very smart
idea that you have said the defense system will be delivered
dependlng on Iranian behavior. That puts you in an irnteresting
“position to help them decide what is proper behavior. | be) |

b(6)

.éo :
give my best to Lyudmila and I will ‘givie Laura your best. sy

Prééident‘Putin:,_ThanklyQu very much. CAll the best to you.

(vl
(~ ‘ The. President: Thank you. Bye. (ﬁ}
h -- - End of Conversation -
SRR
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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT: l Telcon with the President of Russia

PARTICIPANTS: The President
. President Putin

Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko

Notetakers: Derek Westfall, Diana Schmidt,
B ' and Todd Whatley

DATE, TIME . March 28, 2007, '7:34 a.m. - 8:08 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Qval QOffice

The PreSidenti Hey, Vladimir. . How. are you doing? (U)

President Putin: Just fine George, how 'are you? (U)

The President: - Your Engliéh is even better than before. (U)

(' ‘President Putin: I’'m.trying my best. I see you have been
' fighting against Congress there. (U)

The President: I'm fighting like mad. I’11 win. (O)

‘President Putin: I‘m glad to hear it. (U)

" .The President: Listen, it’s been a while, and we need to keep ‘in
contact. This is part of my effort to make sure you know that I
care about your opinions and we can work together on sensitive
issues. (C) b ‘

" President Putin: I'm very glad to hear you, thank you for
calling me. (U) ' '

. The President: Sometimes we both have concerns that our
governments talk past each other and it is our job te make sure
our governments work with each other. Let me bring up a couple
issues, then if you’d like to respond I'd appreciate it. [&

President. Putin: Glad to. (U)

: .
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The President: The first issue is Iran. Thank you very much for
worklnq closely to send a clear message to the Iranians. It geoes
show what can happen when Russia and the U.S. work closely
together " You took the lead and 1 thank you for helping in the

latest round. We’ll have to keep working. T&

Secondly, there is big concern and talk about this missile
defense issue. It brings up opportunities for people to claim
this is a U.S. attempt to isolate Russia and divide Europe -into
different camp . And I can understand that people looking at
this issue on the surface might come to that conclusion. My
intention is not to lisolate Russia but to provide a missile
shield from missile threats to Europe and yourself from the -
ultimate. threat, the Mideast. These threats don’t exist today,
but may in the future. Therefore, Viadimir, I propese in order
‘to reduce suspicions we make clear that we have conltinued U.5.-

Russia cooperation and censultation. I would like to share
technology with you, so the pecple of Russia understand this
shield protects them as well as anyone else. (&

And finally, the issue of Koscovo. This is a very sensitive issue
for you obvicusly and I know how sensitive it is. We have come -
to the conclusion that we need a Security Council resolution
along the lines that Mr. Ahtisaari put out. I know Nick Burns,
our number three at State, will be in consultation with his
counterpart and I know we have been talking to Lavrov. The
purpose is to see if there is some way we can work together on an
issue that looks like it could 'lead to problems between Russia,
the U.S., and cthers. I'm not sure if we can head it off or not,
but it is worth trying. My message is, I hope you realize that
on this sensitive issue we want tec -have dialogue and see 1f there
is a way to move the issue forward. (W

I'm sending my Commercé man’ over, a guy named Gutierrez. He took
Don Evans" place. He is a good friend of mine and will bring a

- massage of cooperatlon on trdde and other matters. (&

That’s really what I wanted to discuss. By the way, on the point
of Congress, 1 believe they have given me a great gift. They
want to tell the generals how to run the war, and the people
understand that would be a mistake. Now that they made their
move, I’1l make mine. I will be traveling the country to explain
to people. I ‘appreciate your concern for your old buddy I'm
still standing and still battling. (&

President Putin: That’s clear. Thank you for your evaluation of
these issues. First, I would like to pass the best regards from
Mr. Aznar, former President of Spain. We’ve been talking about:

you and rememberlng you so he passes his best. Now to the point.
{0
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( Concerning Iran, truly it was a difficult decision but I'm glad
we were able to reach a consensus on this decision. As we
discussed with you, the most important thing here is to avoid any
kind of gaps. In parallel to the voting, a joint statement was
issued by the foreign ministers that expressed the need to
continue talks based on decisions previously taken by the six
Gountries. We will continue to work in a consultative manner.
And we are going to continue agreeing on our position. Despite
differences at the working level, -we will work them out and look
for corisensus. At the same time, we should not give Iran the
opportunity to take ill-considered steps .that would be impossible
‘to remedy. This has to do with how we implement this resolution.

Since we’ve started talking about nucleary issues, 1 would like to
say that our experts have been quite successful to move forward
and reinforce the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. HNow they are
coordinating the joint statement they are going to make on this
issue. We could put a date for these statements in accordance
with our G8 June meeting. I think it would be a good message.
As for the peaceful use of nuclear energy documents, we are

working on them according to schedule. sy
" Now to the elements of missile defense in Europe. We have
( . serious concerns about this, and it is not just over the few -

missiles to be placed in Europe. Therefore, when you say there .
is an opportunity to cooperate and share technology it looks very
attractive. We. have suggested ways in the NATO-Russia Council
that the U.S. and Russia can cooperate, options beneficial to not
just NATO but Russia. The essence of which you have just
proposed. But the U.S. delegation in Brussels had blocked this
proposal. We were directly told that the U.S. side cannhot agree
to these provisions. We need to take into account the security
interests of NATO and Russia. What you have just stated 'is an
interesting change in the U.S. position and we will accept it.
& ‘ ' ‘

Speaking on the placement of European bases, technically
speaking, our experts think the placement is not perfect in
geographical terms, especially if we are talking -about countering

. threats from North Korea and Iran. Most importantly, these
European bases are a component of a global anti-missile defense
system. - Certainly the compbination of anti-missile defense
systems and strategic systems will lead to the potential of a
first strike capability. We have known each other for many years
and we respect each other. You can be sure of my respect and my
frankness with .you. - What I’ve just said about this combination

. of anti-missile defense systems and missiles, it is in your

( strategic interest and we cannot turn a blind eye to it in

CORTIDENEAL.
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( Russia. For the first time in a while, the U.S. is starting to
put a strategic component into your presence in Europe and it is
-a permanent part of the relationship. We would like to respond
to your initiative to start discussions on issues and to share
"~ technoleogy and we should seek to do s0 in the framework of .frank
discussion. (&)

As for Kosovo, you know that I will 'tell you something beyond
protocol, absolutely frankly, that we are seriously concerned
~about what is going on there. It is a very dangerous precedent
for the whole of Europe. I don’t know what your agreement with
the Europeans is, but I know many are reluctant to accept this
decision because in many parts of Burope, separatism is guite
strong. Obviously, if Kosovo is granted independence it will
have an impact -on all separatist regions. It will be interpreted
by others as their right to declare independence. This is the

" dldea the USSR used to promote to fight ceolonialism and now the
U.8. ds uwsing it. In the post-Soviet area there are a number of
similar conflict Yesterday I talked to the President.of
Azerbaijan and they are following the situation with great
caution bhecause it will have a great impact on developments in
Nagorno—-Karabakh. The same goes for South Ossetia and Abkhazia

" in Georgia. Finally, it is most impbrtant for Serbia. Serbia is -
seeking membership in the EU and sooner or later Serbia will
~accept a variant that would be acceptable to the EU and

( ‘ acceptable to the West in general, but it will be a decision

~ taken by Serbia itself. But if we -impose this decision today, it
.will be .a decision impesed by other countries. It will be very
bad for the Serblans and will create the potential for conflict
-for many decades to come. Therefore, it would be very difficult
for us to support the Ahtisaari plan. I reiterate that sooner or
later this situation will be resolved by Serbla itself in the
context of Serbia’s wanting to join the EU and NATO. I kelieve
the argument that Kosovo is 90 percent Albanian is a bad one.
Let’s bring back the refugees, then we will not have 90 percent
Albanians. We have forgotten about the humanitarian problem with
the refugees. I believe on this issue we should get down to the
table of negotiations.and increased information sharing between
our foreign ministries, with Condi and Lavrov. (&)

The last point I would like to raise is the Adapted Conventional
Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty. Russia bas not only signed but
has ratified the treaty and we not oniy have ratified but are
implementing the treaty. I would like to draw your attention to
the fact that under this treaty we have agreed to not put heavy
weapons in certain parts of Russia. This was an idiotic decision
by our side. Just imagine if the U.S. had to limit itself where
to place weapons in California, -Texas or elsewhere. It’s the
‘same. But we are doing this and implementing this. We have

( . dismantled weapons in certain northwestern territories near the

CONPERRNEErir
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( - Finland border. Meanwhile, the Baltic states, which have nothing
to do with it, have not ratified it. None of them have. I can't
avoid this topic. If it proceeds in the same way, we would be
forced to reconsider our partlcxpatlon in this treaty. I don't

‘know how you would do it, but I wouldn’t like to make another-
problem. For us the situation is absolutely stupid and
humiliating, because we have taken this decision and are limiting
ourselves to numbers and kinds of troops in certain territories.
At the same time our partners have not signed the treaty. You're
the first person I’ve told this to and I wanted you to know about
this. We are going to try and address this in the most '
intelligent manner, avoiding any kind of confrontation. We are
going to look for a mild solution acceptable to all sides. (&

I've seen your statement on TV respondlng to the decmslon of
Congress and I saw how the people standing behind you were -
reacting. They looked very satisfied with what you were saying.
1 b(6) | =

The President: You'’ve had a tough winter. (U)

President Putin: Not at all. 1In the past century we have not
had such a mild winter and spring as this year. The only thing
‘ in Siberia is that they used to have minus 50, now they have only
( minus 15. ‘I'11 invite you out there. {(U)

The President: Great. One way to make sure we are talking is
for me to send Gates to see his counterpart, and you if possible,
‘to discuss the missile shield and the conventional treaty. 1I"11
tell Condi to make sure there are cleose consultaticns on the
issue of Kosovo. (W) ' :

President Putin: When I was in Munich, I talked to Gates. 1
think that any option would do for me. I could also send my new
Defense Minister to the U.S. Any conversation will do and I
support your idea to have these contacts. Your pr0posal is very
important. (%) ' '

The President: The .important thing is for you and me to stay in
touch. If there are problems we can tell our people to work ‘
harder and closer together. Plus I like to hear your voice. [

President Putin: Thanks very much. Come and see me here. Maybe

you can come over just after the G8 for the CIS Summit. All the

leaders from CIS countries will be there. At the same time we .

will have an economic conference dedicated to the economic issues

in CIS countries. Since the U.S. is showing great interest in

Central Asia. and other €IS countries, it would be a good forum to
. meet them with the emphasis on the economy. It will be the 10%

( of June. (& ‘
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The President: 1’1l give any suggestion you make consideration.
One thing, it would certainly make a lot of news. (U)

President Putini It would be nice if you could come. I think
that instead of this territory as a platform for rivalry, it
could be a platform for cooperation. I think it would be a good

message. (W)

‘The President: I love talking to you. Give the family my best.
{0) ‘ R

President Putin: Thanks very much, George, and give my best
regards to Laura. I’m happy to hear you and thank you very much
for this initiative, (i ‘ B

‘The .President: Thanks, Vladimir. (U)

-~ End of Conversation ~=

“SONFIDENTPFAT,
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President Putin
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Notetakers: Todd Whatley, Diana Schmidt,
and Jo-Ann Burdian
DATE, TIME April 23, 2007, 7:42 - 7:52 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hello? Hey, Vladimir. (u)

President Putin: Yes, hello, George. (U)

The President: How are you doing, Viadimir? (U}

Pregsident Putin: It ig a pleasure to hear vour voice, (U)

The President: Thank you for calling. (U) b

President Putin: Thank you for making time to speak with me.
(U}

The President: Anytime. (U)

Pregident Putin: Thank you, sir. From the outset, I want to
send your Defense Secretary'’s best regards. I just finished -
talking to him. (U}

The President: Oh, good. (U)

President Putin: He asked me to tell you he transferred all the
messages to me. He did all you asked him to do. He is now
consulting with our military. [

The President: Good. (U}
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( Pregsident Putin:: I don’t know what they are talking about,
because you and the American military know our concernsg, but I am
calling on a different subject. We are launching a new national
library and our experts met with the leadership of the Library of
Congress in Washington. The director of the Library of Congress
knew one of our outstanding intellectuals, Likhachev, who is
unfortunately no longer with us. They were personal friends.

The director of the Library of Congress put out an initiative to
organize joint work on some of the aspects of cur history. We
telieve it 18 a good initiative. In the future maybe, we could
work on making not a bilateral, but a multilateral project of
establishing a global digital library. This fits well into our
cooperation in -humanitarian areas, especially against the
background of the bicentennial of U.S.-Russian relations. I know
what great attention Laura is devoting to libraries in the United
States. My wife has also been instrumental in developing that
issue in Russia. This could be a good bilateral project. If you
share my plan, I could say this publicly. 1’1l be talking to the
Federal Assembly in the near future. I can say that we can
provide political support for this kind of project. That is
pretty much all I wanted to say.

The President: I think it is a great idea. Feel free to say
anything you want on the subject. I think we need to put

( together a group to make sure we follow thorough. This guy
Billington at the Library of Congress is very enthusiastic. He
is a good guy and would be the right guy to be part cf a team to
make sure this thing moves forward. T&

Pregident Putin: This was his idea, by the way. &

The President: Well, we’ll pursue it. Let me ask you one
question. What is your view on the Serbia-Kosovo issue? Where
do you think we are on the issue? Re}

President Putin: I know there‘was a commission going there to
gee how the previous resolutions were being carried cut. I don’t
know if they have completed their mission, but we need to analyze
the results.

The President: Okay. How is everything else going? (U}

President Putin: Everything is just okay. I hope our ministers
are doing their jobs. They had an idea for a good mechanism for
relations with individual countries. When defense and foreign
ministers meet at the same time, this type of consultation is
very useful. 1In the future, we should think of working in this

( manner. On the whole, we are preparing to meet you in Germany
for the G-8. ) :
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( The President: Good. I am looking forward to it. We have a lot

o of action here at home. It seems like half the world is running
for president so, as you can imagine, we have a lot of opinions.
It is interesting to watch everyone position themselves. Of
course, the world lcoks much easier until you end up actually
responsible. My hope is to leave the U.S.-Russian relationship
'in a place so that our successors can work on issues they agree
on and learn to disagree amicably. You and I have a '
regsponsibility to continue our good relationship. We have to
teach others how to proceed in the 21st Century. [

President Putin: I agree with you 100 percent. As far as
presidential elections, they are the same all over the world. We
have the same picture here. I think we will ensure continuity in

. our interstate relations, too. Thank you very much for finding
time today. Please give my best to Laura. (N

The President: Thank you very much. My best to Lyudmila, too.
(Ul

President Putin: Okay. (U}

The President: Bye-bye. ({U)

( ; -- EBEnd of Conversation --
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PARTICIPANTS: President Putin
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DATE, TIME ’ May 10, 2007, 7:47-8:00 a.m. EDT
AND  PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hello, Vladimir. How are you doing? (U)

President Putin: Excellent. It is good to hear from you,
George. (U)

The President: I talked to my mother, Dad, and Clinton, and I
( appreciate your warm hospitality to them. (U)

President Putin: You know, we appreciate it greatly that
President Clinton and your father, he is not a young man, made it
all the way across the ocean. Please convey to them, and your
father in particular, our appreciation. It was a real sign of
respect. () ;

The President: I will, | b(6)

b(6) ]
b(6) I don’t want to take up much of your time, but I

want to talk to you about the upcoming G-~8. The climate change
issue looks like it 1s gong to be the center of attention. I
wanted to let you know that we are going to come with an
approach, and one of my top men will come to talk to your people,
that will recognize there is a problem but that a solution
recognizes the needs for new technologies, economic growth, and
economic cooperation that meets the concerns cof each country. I
am calling a lot of leaders such as yourself, and I will be
calling other leaders to let them know our approach is sensible
and meets the national interests of each country and also meets
international concerns. This approach is a little different than
the one pursued by our friends in Europe. I am not iriterested in
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a clash, but I am interested in a solution we can all live with.
( m ’ J

President Putin: I-see. I understand, and frankly I am not
aware of what exactly your proposal is right now. Our position
is that we should try to find a mutually-acceptable solution. Of
course, we will not take a positicn of condemning the U.S. for
resolving these issues. To the extent possible, we will try to
play a passing game, giving a pass to each other. That should be
in cooperation and correspond to the spirit of G-8. [

The President:- Yeah, okay. (U)

President Putin: We will try to do it so this does not present
the U.S. position-in a negative light in international public
cpinion. All the more so, there are many experts in our country
who think the European approach has many drawbacks and
shortcomings. (% ‘

The President: I have two people coming to wvisit. Jim
- Connaughton will be meeting with your environment minister. Of

course, Condi is coming May 14 and 15, and I hope she has the

chance to drop by and say hello to you. (W&

4
( President Putin: George, right now I am in Kazakhstan. I would

like to use this opportunity to pass the best wishes and
greetings of President Nazarbayev. ' (S

The President: Thank you. (U)

President Putin: He has the best of reminiscences and recalled
your warm hospitality when you received him. He spoke in the
best of terms about your meeting. &)

The President: Thanks, Vladimir. (U)

 President Putin: As far as I understand, Condi will be in Moscow
on May 14 and 15. (U) '

The President: Yes, sir. {U)

President Putin: My schedule is that I will be back in Moscow
late on the 14. A possible meeting time wculd be in the morning
of the 15, in the first half of the day. (W

The President: Great. {U)

‘ President Putin: It will be a pleasure for me to meet her and
( convey through her our best wishes. (K}

CONPTRERTEER
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The President: Thank you. Give the President my best. He is an

( important and interesting man because he values his friendship
with you and me equally, and that is a good thing. Please give
him my best. (W) ‘

President Putin: I will do that. Thank you. Today we signed an
‘agreement with him on a uranium-enrichment fac1llty in Russia,

m

The President: That is good, (0)

President Putin: We proposed to Iran to join in this initiative
and to use the facilities of this center for peaceful purposes.

s

The President: That is good. I support you on that. I think it
1s important that you say to Iran that if you want a nuclear
power plant that is fine, but Russia will give you the fuel and
pick up the spent fuel. That is a very smart move on your part.
It calls their bluff. They darn sure don’t need a weapon, and T
thank you for your position on that issue as well. (&)

Presidént Putin: George, we have signed this agreement with

.Kazakhstan today, and this dissue is of particular importance

because Kazakhstan is the second largest uranium producer. They
(7 have the second largest uranium reserves. sy

The President: Right. Thank you for taking my phone call, and I
will tell Condi to adjust her schedule to meet yours. s

President Putin: Yes, we have aaéeed on the subject, and we will
be happy to see her in Moscow., )

The President: Thank you For taking the call. (U)

 President Putin: I also thank you for supporting our experts on
the library initiative. (U)

The President: Good. EHave a wonderful trip and stay in touch.
()

President Pulin: Please, my best regards to your family. (U)

The President: Please give my .best to Lyudmila. (U) .

President Putin: I also want to congratulate you on the‘victory
day we marked yesterday. Thanks, we will be in touch. (U)

( The President: All the best. (U)
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Pfesident'Putin: All the best. (U)

( The President: Bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation --
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" DATE, TIME May 28, 2007, 07:41-07:59 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hello. (u)

‘Président Putin: Hello, George. {U)

The President: Thank you, thanks for calling. (U)

(- President Putin: Thank you for finding time to talk. (U) -

The Presgident: Anytime. (U)

President Putin: First of éll_;’d like to congratulate you on
Memorial Day. I see how Americans cherish the lives of those
who died for their motherland. (U)

The President: Thank you. ()

President Putin: I'd like to discuss briefly a question.
discussed during Condi’s visit. We practically dedicated the
vigit to the Koscovo problem.: I'm sure Condi informed you of the
way the discussion was developing, but still I have some
personal -things to share with you. ¥)

I would like you, George, to undergtand us correctly. Condi, on
behalf of the Eurcpean Union and the State Department, talked
about Koscvo as a unique situation. But for us, it is quite
obvious Kosovo doesn'’t present a unique situation, especially in
terms of the situation that now exists in the former
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Soviet Union after the disintegration of the former USSR. In

( one case, there was disintegration of one communist empire —-
Yugoslavia -- and in the other case, the disintegration of
another communist empire, the Soviet Union. In one case, we
witnessed ethnic cleansing and in the other case the same. 1In
both cases, there were ethnic-based crimes. In fact, we all
know that Kosovo is independent already. But South Ossetia and
Abkhazia and Transnistria are similar and demonstrate even more
independence. They have their own constitutions and parliaments
and presidents. &

For us, it is quite evident that Kosovo has created an objective
precedent in the former Soviet space, Europe, and the Balkans.
That is why I believe if we use in one case the principle of
self determination, then we should apply the same principle in
all situations, then. we can cut all knots at one time. We
wouldn’t want to catch fish in these murky waters of conflicts
locking to get some unknown advantages. =)

But what I believe is more important is that stability is based
‘on the fundamental principle of international law which is
territorial integrity of the individual state. We should either
. follow this principle of a universal nature or follow the
( principle of self-determination. & '

We believe we should continue negotiations in New York and
provide more time for negotiations, perhaps take a one-year time
out. The Serbs are willing to join the European Union and NATO.
Sooner or later they will transform their peositien on Kosovo,
but let them determine their position by themselves without any
determination from the outside. &

One other consideration, George, regarding an igsue clogely
related to Russia. I know,'George, how you cherish the
presidential duties, how you love America, and I believe that
you have no doubt that I feel the same about my country. If
they pass this Kosovo resolution without doing the same for
South Ossetia and Abkhazia, I risk a second Chechnya because the
pecple in the north Caucusus, especially the Ossetians, will
never agree to this position and will take up arms. I‘m risking
here a second Chechnya. You understand what this will mean for
Russia. &

So I would like you to take into account all these things
regarding Russia. I'm looking forward to talking about all
: these things in Kennebunkport on July 1-2. I thank you for your
( invitation to Kennebunkport. & ' -

~EENEEEN S
NW#:78134 DocId:34685375




I noted your recent interview in the press with Reuters. You
spoke of the importance of the rule of law, and I believe this
is right. But if we apply this to Russia, then we also have to
apply it to other international issues. So once again, I'm
looking forward to dlSCUSSlng this in an honest, open, candid,.
and friendly manner. (&)

The President: Vladimir, a couple of points. ()

First, we will see each other at the G-8, of course. I'm really
looking forward to you coming to my dad’s house in Maine. He is
excited to have you there. It will be a relaxed environment
where we can continue to discusgs this important issue. sy

I feel like this phone call represents the relationship we have
established where you can. share with me your concerns in a
candid manner. Frankly, it’s going to be an important example
for future presidents of our respectlve countries to show how to
deal with complex issues. &

I'm always asked about you, and I tell people you are a strong
leader; you care deeply about Russia. Of course, I also add I'd

( ' like to have some of your popularity points -- you need to loan
me a few. (&

As for Kosovo, it is a very complex issie where over time
pecples’ attitudes have become fairly set, including mine. We
view this as a unique situation -- a unique outcome of the
Balkan wars. We are deeply worried about expectations and civil
strife. We also need a rational way forward for Serbia in
regards to the European Union. I don't know if we will reach
common ground, but we should try. My ambassador is ready to
talk with your ambassador about potential measures. Our U.N.
Ambassador and yours should discuss changes. Condi is coming to-
the G-8 ministerial and would like to sit down with Lavrov, if
possible. Whatever happens, I think we should try to reach an
accommodation on a U.N. Security Council Resclution. We think
it should happen soon. Listen, -this world is full of all kinds
of complex issues, and I hope we can reach agreement on this one
just like we have on nonproliferation, terrorism, and Iran. I
will certainly pass on your concerns and your explanation of
your concerns to Condi and Zal, so if your people are interested
in sitting down with them, they have your views in mind. They
will have your perspective and mine. &)

ST DHENELAR |
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So I appreciate your call a lot. I thought it was very
( constructive. I'm looking forward to seeing you in Germany.
{u)

President Putin: There is one more small guestion. You
mentioned the problem of c¢limate change, and you hinted at the
position of the U.S. The U.S. has its own vision. In our
discussion with the European Union, I mentioned to Merkel that

. Russia has joined Kyoto. But those conditions under which
Russia joined Kyoto, we don’t see them as fair. I believe we
should look for an option which will embrace all countries,
including the U.S., China, Brazil, and India. Our Sherpas while
discussing this problem were quite close to the U.S. position.
I hope our discussion of this problem will be quite positive and
will lead to a solution. &

The President: Thanks. I look forward to geeing you. Are you
~ bringing Lyudmila to Maine? (U}

President Putin: (Response unclear) (U)

The President: She is or not? (U)

( ' - Pregident Putin: ©No, she is not. (U)

The President: Don’t worry about it, we will.have a boys
dinner. (U)

President Putin: Okay. (U)

The President: Alright. Thanks, Vladimir. ()

President Putin: All the best. (U)

The President: Bye bye. (U)

-~End of Conversation--
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PARTICIPANTS : President Putin
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Chris Davis

DATE, TIME October 22, 2007, 7:15 - 7:45 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: oval Office '

- President Putin: Hello? (U)

( The President: Vladimir. (U)

President Putin: Hello? (U)

‘The President: Hey, Vladimir. ()

President Putin: Hello, Geoxrge? (U)

The President: Yeah. (u)

President Putin: Hello, George. I'm very glad to hear your
voice. (U)

The President: Good. How are you doing? (U)

" President Putin: I'm doing fine. I wanted to call you to tell
" you about my trip to Iran. (U)

The President: Thank you. (U)

Pregident Putin: If you do not nind, I‘1l start with that.
Sorry for taking the initiative. (U)
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( The President: Please, thank you. (U)

President Putin: Well, first of all, I should tell you this
‘work we have done is very useful. I had an opportunity to talk
extensively with Ahmadinejad and the religious leader. The
talks were rather serious. We confirmed once again that our
position is based on the cooxrdination agreed upon within the
"gix.” We confirmed once again and underscored that Iran has to
‘stick to its obligations in the field of non-proliferation. We
once again said Iran must fix its relationship and resolve all
its issues with the IAEA and stop uranium enrichment. . I _
recollect talking with you in Kennebunkport and I remember you
and Condi‘s reaction when I told you of our fuel supplies to
Iran. Bearing in mind your views and the views of the Israelis,
I have introduced certain corrections on this matter. So we
confirmed that we will finalize the construction of Bushehr, and
T confirmed we will fulfill our commitments on uranium supplies.
But, I said this will be done only after certain amendments to
the contract. We didn’t set any time frame for the fuel
supplies, we just said we will do them in portions. R

You . should know that before my visit to Iran, I sent Primakov --

( our former Prime Minister and Foreign Minister -- and he
delivered our position to the Iranians, which means- that they
should impose a moratorium on uranium enrichment before we
continue talks. We also had a discussion with the religious
leader of Iran. In fact, this meeting was witnessed by the
president of Iran and all religious authorities and civil
leaders of the country. While their view is rather known, their
motivation is that they have a right to a peaceful nuclear
technology and a peaceful enrichment of uranium. I confirmed on
my part, we understand that, and our view on the rights of Iran
is the same. But I highlighted two things that make the talks
difficult. I should tell you I did so, rather bluntly and
openly, in the presence of all who were there. (e8]

So, the first point I made was that they have an excessive
. position on Israel. It is a radical position, which is higher

than the average Arab position on Israel, including the
Palestinians themselves, by the way. Well of course, they
cannot be more Palestinian than the Palestinians themselves.
This was the first point. So the second point was those large
scale plans Iran has to create new units of nuclear power
plants. ©Of course, I.admitted their right to build new units,
and said I am prepared to continue our cooperation. But, I

( mentioned that Bushehr is being constructed by us for the last
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‘ 10 years already. Even assuming other units might be built

( " faster, this will still require years and years of detailed

' work. But, enrichment is being done by them already, and they

are stockpiling that. So, the question of everyone is, “Why
would they be doing so?” To tell you frankly, I did not expect
a positive response on their behalf. But still, there is some
aspect which is positive. When we started to talk with the
religious leader, he said they would not stop uranium
enrichment. But ‘then later, he said they would think about our
position and ideas. Well, this is how our talk with him
unfolded. But I won't be able to communicate in this phone call
the details and emotional flavor of how this went. (W)

But, what was brought by Primakov to me after his visit to Iran
-contains one important moment. The Iranians are asking
thewmselves, if they made certain steps, would the Americans
start bilateral talks with them? And there is another point. I
would like to encourage positive parts of the dialogue. We
managed to hear something positive from the Iran side.. I .am
planning to send Lavrov to Tehran once again for the purpose of
hinting cother reascns to them of our continuing discussion.
Because in our view they can find a way out of the situation,
and to a certain extent, be claiming some victory. And they can
say they managed to reach all goals with regards to research.

( ' This is the first point. The second peint is they are expecting
' to get uranium from Russia for. Bushehr, and they will do so. ‘
So, the third peoint is that when they need new uranium in the
future for new power plants they can do so, but in the meantime,
they could stop this practical work in uranium enrichment. (&

Condi has been traveling too, I know. That: is why

Minister Lavrov has not been able to contact her to discuss
these details. But soon he will do so. And we should stay in
touch, too. It is very important that the work of ‘the IAEA is
maintained with them and capture the positive work of

Javier Solana. This is actually all I wanted to tell you about

Iran. (W)

The President: Thank you. First of all, when I talk to people
in the U.8., I tell them that an Iran that has the capacity to
make a nuclear weapon would be very dangerous. (8}

CALL DROPPED AND REESTABLISHED
The President: Hey, Vladimir, sorry; I tell people here that
‘ you are concerned about their uranium. program like I am. This
( conversation reinforced my beliefs. Secondly, I appreciate very
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much the strategy of calling their bluff. Saying, if you want a
( civilian program, fine, you can have one, but, we, and I mean
Russia, and other countries will provide the uranium and collect
the uranium. ‘Thirdly, I think it is important for the Iranians
to understand that if they. verifiably suspend their uranium
enrichment programs they will. be able to talk with us but
through the U.N. process -- or, not the U.N. process, but the PS5
plus one. In other words, that would be the beginning of a
process. We’ve got years of distrust, or mistrust to overcome.
Over time, suspension and the beginning of multilateral talks
could evolve into something different. Now it is very important
in the meantime to keep up the pressure. It's very important
for us, through the U.N., to remind the Iranian leaders that
there is a consequence for their seeming intransigence. Let me
ask you a guestion. ©Larijani quit the other day. We view him
as the most reasonable person in a group of relatively
unreasonable people. How did you interpret his departure? (%)

President Putin: To us, it was absolutely unexpected. Because

I also believe he was a person one could talk to. To us it is

not clear what is happening there. I believe this is ‘some sort

of a loss, because he was very particular and very. knowledgeable
_ and he seemed to be looking for some solutions. Let’s wait and
(’ see who takes over. To us it is unexpected. (&)

The President: We’ll keep in touch. Thank you for your
information, and I appreciate the way you handled it. Thank you
very much for receiving Gates and Condi. They were both
positive about the meetings. (W

President Putin: Actually, I enjoyed my talk with them because
I felt a real desire to find some acceptable solutions. Nothing
dramatic, but a desire to look for some ways out. And this is
true for the ballistic missile defense system and the CFE
treaty. ‘The Secretary of Defense seems to be a person of a
particular approach because he managed to formulate some modest ,
but reasonable ideas we would like to think over. W

The President: I think it‘s important before you and 1 leave
office that we put in place a series of understandings that will
allow the leaders who follow us to have good and cordial
relations. Obviously the agreements have to be good for both
countries. But, I think we have an opportunity with this
missile defense deal and CFE, before you leave office. To me,
that would be a very good legacy for our relationship. s

(j ' president Putin: I fully share your view, George. (8

BECREE
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( The President: Just one other point before you go. Now is not
the time to discuss it. I'm very aware of a conversation you
had with the Israeli Prime Minister. At some point in time, if
we can find a secure line, I‘d like to discuss it with you. I'm
interested in your thoughts. I’ll leave it at that. (%

President Putin: He told me he had already informed you of
what he was going to tell me. The information he delivered was
a surprise to us because we didn’'t have that before.
Absolutely, not even a single hint on that. Very pitiful and
alarming situaticn. (% : :

The. President: Yeah, Hope you are doing well and thank.you for
the phone call. (U}

President Putin: Thank you. Well, I am sure we need to keep in
touch. (U} :

The President: Abéolutely. ()

President Putin: And T share your attitude on how we should be
organizing our relations, regardless of what’s on paper, though

(‘ - of course if would be better if we have something on. paper.
And, of course, I hope to have an opportunity to meet with you
‘again before I leave office in the Kremlin. T8

The President: We’'ll work that ocut. I told them at the press
conference, you were very~wi1y, cagey. People are wondering
what your plans are, and I said, “That‘s my friend vliadimir.
He's keeping everyone guessing.” (&} ‘

President Putin: Well, George I feel you have a very good mood
today, which is really:pleasing. I would like to wish.you such
good moods in -the future. (& ‘ '

The. President: Thank you. (U}

| President Putin: Good bye. ({U)’

-~ End of Conversation -
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Interpreter: Peter Afanasenko
Notetakers : Troy Ewing, Alexandra Hadley,

Jessica Rowell

DATE, TIME November 20; 2007, 9:40-9:52 a.m. EST
AND. PLACE: Oval Office

/

President Bush: How are you, Mr. president? (U)

(‘ President Putin: I am very giad to hear from you. Everything
is okay. () :
President Bush: Good. Well, you sound good. (u)
President Putin: b(6)
(u)

President Bush: Very briefly, as you know the Annapolis:
conference is starting next week followed by the Moscow ‘
conference, which you have kindly offered to host, and I thank
you for that. I just wanted to tell you that I am cautiously
optimistic that they will come up with a two-state solution that
leads to peace and will give the Palestinians the necessary
cdourage to move forward. I hope the Arab world will come. You
won't have a final agreement, of course, but negotiations will
start. That's what I wanted to share with you. The Moscow
meeting would then be an important moment to see where people
are in the process. ' : -

' president Putin:. George, I would like to thank you for this
call. I am very glad to hear you and I would like to
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( cbngratulate you on the nearing holiday that is Thanksgiving.
{u) : '

President Bush: Thank you.  ({(Uj}

President Putin: I hope you have the c¢pportunity to have a
little zest. () '

I also think that the Moscow meeting, if it takes place, could
make a contribution toward a settlement, but I must tell you
that 1 didn't think about that when I made an active decision to
support you cn Annapolis. I believe that your efforts, '
persistent and continucus, are welcome and it was my wish to
help you. I believe that this course is very correct. So, we
took up the initiative to help you organize this meeting. (=

We talked to Abbas when he came to Moscdow. In the beginning of
November, I -sent Mr. Primakov over to the Middle East to meet
with the Palestinians, Syrians, and Israelis. The general
outcome of this meeting with Abbas, Barak, Mubarak, and others
was that the Arabw told him there is hope for a settlement. But
you know that both Abbas and .Olmert have domestic difficulties.
- ‘ This will make the situation more dlfflcult Anyway, it 1s
( important that Annapolis provides a bridge for further steps .
The Pr;makov report says that under certain circumstances Syria
and Hamas could take certain steps and that there is some room
for flexibility. As a result of this mission and meetings in
" Damascus, both Hamas and the Syrians said they ‘would postpone
the alternative conference plan for November. We tried to
convince them that it was not good, and it was bad for the
interests of their naticns. We had the impression that they
agreed with us. M) ‘

It is our view that the participation of Syria and Lebanon in
the meeting in Annapolis would be very useful even if the
problem on the Golan Heights will not be discussed. This could
be a bridge to a full scale international ceonference. This is
~what we have been doing recently. Of course, there are claims
on the sides of both the Arabs and Israelis, and as you know
Israel continues building the barrier and settlement activity.
Also, the humanitarian situation in Gaza is detericrating
quickly. There is concern about ideas expressed in certain
Israeli guarters that they would like to have large scale
military cperations in Gaza right after Annapolis, which makes
] the ‘issue difficult. And we should not forget in the meeting
( © about the split in the Palestinian Authority. All of our
contact demonstrates the prospect for a Palestinian-Israeli
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( settlement is not a utopia. I would like to tell you that
Russia would like to support your initiative because it is right
and very timely. (C)

President Bush: Yes, thanks a lot. I appreciate that, my
Friend. I also appreciate your briefing on what Primakov
reported to you. Of course we will keep you posted after the
Annapolis meeting on how I see the progress. And I thank you
very much for encouraging the Arab nations to send their foreign
ministers. That is very helpful. I appreciate Lavrov's efforts
on your behalf. (&

President Putin: Well, we have no doubts and we will go hand-
in-hand on this. (W '

President Bush: Thank you very much, and good luck in the Duma
elections. (m :

President Putin: Thank you; George. Thank you very much. In-
conciusion, I would like to say a .few words about the visit to
Moscow by Secretaries Rice and Gates. They gave us a few ideas ’
concerning Missile Defense and we thought the ideas were not
‘bad. They promised to send a written proposal but we haven't

(f . received it yet. & ‘ )

President Bush: Okay, we will get that to you. We owe you
something. They were very optimistic when they came back.

Thank you for bringing that to my attention. 1 will get you the
written proposal: (EQ

" President Putin: Thank you very much, George. Okay, we shall
be waiting for it and getting ready for the meeting in
Washington at the end of November. (§)

President Bush: Thank you, and I wish you the best. Spasibo.
I am practicing my Russian. (U) s

President Putin: Thank you, and best.of luck to you from all

our friends. (U)
President Bush: Thank you. (U)

--  End of Conversation ., --
O e
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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

SUBJECT : Telephone Conversation with President Putin
' pf Russia {u) : :

PARTICIPANTS: President Vladimir Putin
Interpreter: FPetexr Afanasenko
Notetakers: Melissa Stone, Chad Ensley,
and Alison Clyde

.DATE, TIME , DeceMber‘24, 2007, 7:45 ~ 7:51 a.m. EST

' AND PLACE: Camp David

The President: Hey, Vladimir. (U)

President -Putin: George, hel1o. (u)

The President: Hey. (U)

president Putin: I will probably take no more than two minutes
of your time. I would like to congratulate you on the upcoming
Christmas: It has been a good year. We have recognized the
200th anniversary of the egtablishment of our diplomatic,

relations. ()

i

HW#:'?B:{

so, I recall the meetings which took place in Heilingendamm, and
in the summer in Kennebunkport at the house of your father, and

1 took a look at the. statement you made at the pre-Christmas
press conference, and basically I believe that even though this
has been a difficult year with many events happening, overall it
was not too bad. {8 L

T would. like to wish you and your family, and all Americans, a

Merry Christmas and good festivities, and I embrace you and all
the best to you. (U) ' <

The President: Thank you; vladimixr. I wish you and your ,sweet
girls and good wife all the best. I told Laura I'd be speaking
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( to you today, and she told me to wish you and Lyudmila all the
- best. 'I'm looking forward to working with you next year. We'll
stay in touch. &} ' :

president Putin: Thank you. All the best to‘you. (0)

The President: Thank you. Thanks for calling, friend. Da
svidaniya. (U) :

President Putin: Bye-bye. (U)

-- End of Conversation s
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PARTICIPANTS: Presidert Vladimir Putin
Interpreter: Nikolal Sorokin
Notetaker(s}): Michael Bradecamp,
Christopher Davis, Danielle Lukich.

DATE! TIME March 07, 2008, 7:31 a.m. - 7:50 a;m. EST

AND PLACE: Oval Office

The President: Hey, Vladimir. {m

. Pregident Putin: Hi, George. How are you? (U)
(j The President: "I'm doing good. (U)
President Putin: Wonderful. Tomorrow we’'re having a Women's
. Day celebration. 1It's a major holiday in our country. So
greatest regards to Laura, your mother, and your daughters. (&)
The President: Great. Every day is Women’'s Day in my house --

just like your house.

Pregsident Putin:

and your congratulations to him.

The President:

It was a good call.

Y

Thank you for your call to Dmltry Medvedev,

X

He's a fellow who is

followlng in big footsteps and I'm looking forward to getting to

know hlm better
SHeRET
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(T President Putin: Thank you, personally, and thanks to your
Administration for such a positive reaction. The candidates for
the next presidential election are not nibbling or biting anyone
but' they are itching. &

The President: That leads to this very important phone call.
You have a president soon-to-be and we’ll have 'a new president
very soon. The question is, Vladimir, can you and I use our
friendship to forge a strategic relationship that will fuse
issues in the future or lock in new areas of agreement? (&)

President Putin: I’'d love to. I'd love Lo, RN

The President: This is the problem. I'd like to be very
candid. I know your strong opinions, because you made them very
clear, on Georgia and Ukraine. ©On the cther hand, I feel very
compelled, in spite of your objections, to be forward-leaning on
the MAP application process. It is a long process for ‘
application. If ever admitted, which by the way 1is uncertain,
there is a NATO guarantee there would be no permanent bases or
troops in Ukraine or Georgia. But I want you to know the truth
ags we dialogue con what I hope we can move on in a very

(T _constructive way. TS\

President Putin: George, this ie a crackdown position that has
peen detailed by your Ambassador Burns. And I would like to
thank you for sending to Moscow such a knowledgeable and
intelligent person. I don’t believe we will be able to discuss
these issues over the phone. Only one brief comment I. allow
myself. You perscnally and the U.S. have always been for us,
the model of the development of demccracy. And that’s how your
country has positioned itself in the world, as a standard. -- a
yardstick. I understand it remainsg valid to this date.
Correct? S\

The President: Well, we’re trying to help other democracies.
We realize not everyone looks like us. They have their own
history and traditions. But yes, we're trying to foster
democracy. (S

President Putin: There are gome basic fundamental things.
Democracy is, first and foremost, taking into account the
opinion of the people. Eighty-£five percent of the citizens in
Ukraine do not want to be in NATO. Is it to be construed as
_ democracy if the country is moving towards something that
(j 85 percent of people do not want? We can discuss this in an

SuehEr
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open manner as friends. And cast our eye 15 years or so into

(' the future. And how important would the relations between the

' U.5. and Russia be in the future? What role would they play
globally? And what should be done to strengthen and not destroy
these relations? Therefore, I suggest after the Russia and NATO
meeting in Bucharest, it would take only a one hour flight to
Sochi. Take a flight and we’ll have a cup of tea and have a
friendly discussion. And before that, we will have a meeting in
the “2+2” with Secretaries Rice and Gates. We will talk with
them about Serbian positions in that regicn and other concerns
of ours. We will be engaged in a frank and open discussicn, and
are expecting some‘pracbical outcomes. And with you, we can
continue discussion about strategic nuclear weapons and other
nuclear related issues. And we would be able to discuss what to
do next on Iran.  We just adopted the Security Council '
Resolution to everyone’s satisfaction, and the anti-terrorist
activities will be incorporated guite well. Despite the
existence of numercus points of disagreement, we have numercus
points that coincide. {8) '

The President: Thanks for the invitation. There’s a concern I
have to share. I would really love to come. However, if you -
feel like at Bucharest you need to make a strong‘spatement that

‘ would be anti-U.S. or anti-West, it would make it difficult for

(j me to come. I wen't tell you what to say. You're my friend.
You’'re going to have to be your own judge on that. I would hope
that the spirit at Bucharest is positive, not .antagonistic. I
make up my own mind, but it would be very hard for me. [

President Putin: I'm afraid I scared somebody to smithereens.
I do not have any intent to get into a quarrel with anyone, or I
would not come there. But, on certain points, I will have to
relate the position of the Rugsian Federation, with certain
clarity. But everything will be in a gentlemanly manner. (S}

The President: Yes, you scared me. Bubt you can be a tough guy
when you want to be. But, you can be very firm and very clear
on your rhetoric and you know what I mean. You're very
effective when you want to be in terms of being tough and hard.
So 1 appreciate you saying you’ll be gentlemanly. I would like.
to come. As well, I'm going to send you a letter on what I
think should be covered in the “2+2" meeting. 1’1l share some
things on my mind because we can’t share them over the phcne.

™
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President Putin: That will be wonderful and very useful. When
(‘ Rice and Gates came for the first time, they discussed certain
points of agreement and then retracted them. )

The President: I know, I know. That’s why this letter will
help keep my bureaucracy locked in. (§)

President Putin: And my best regards to Condi. On the occasion
of the forthcoming International Women's Day, 1 promise during
my statement in Bucharest to be very intelligent and
gentlemanly. (W

The President: This will be good. I'm looking forward. to
seeing you. Two old warhorses writing the final chapter to help
other presidents. Alright. I’11l talk with you. {£)

President Putin: I understand there are even older horges in
your stable. (N '

The President: Alright -- I will talk with you. (U}

President Putin: Yes. Thanks. Good-bye. (U)

-(T The President: Thanks, give my best to Lyudmila and the girls.
(U)

President Putin: Okay. (U)

--End of Conversation--

C
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DATE, TIME May 12, 2008, 10:24 a.m. - 10:27 a.m. EDT
AND PLACE: Oval Office

v

The President: Hey, Vladimir. (U)

-(' Prime Minister Putin: Hi, Géorge. It’s very nice to hear you.
(U}
The President: I'm just calling to congrdtulate you on your new

position. Tt’s a little awkward not to call you President, but
I'm happy to call you Prime Minister. 08§

Prime Minister Putin: Thank you very much, George. Thank you
for not forgetting your old friend. I hold that in very nigh

regard. b(6
b(6)
b(6) | &
The President: b(6
l b(6)
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(. Prime Minister putin: | b(6) ]

b(6)

(U)

The President: b(6) (o)

Prime Minister Putin: You know, we have established ‘a very good
relationship between you and me. I'm sure my SuUcCcCessoxr Medvedev
will also have good relations with the new administration, and
with you. This is very important for our countries. 50 YOu
will meet with my successor, president Medvedev, at the island
of Hokkaido for the G-8 meetings. And you and. 1 will meet at
the opening ceremonies of the Olympic games in Beijing? s

The President: Yes, absolutely. We’ll go to the oid people’s
events and compete in the over-55 category. (8)

'Pfime‘Minister putin: Yes, but we’ll beat them all. We’ll by
211 means be the winners, you’ll win the bicycle race and I will
win judo. &}

The President: Glad to hear your voice, we'll stay in touch and
(j T wish you all the best. (U} ' ’

prime Minister Putin: Yes:. Thank you Very much, all the best
to you. I embrace you and we’ll be in touch, Until we meet
again. (U)

The President: Yes, until then. Thanks, Vladimir. Goodbye.
(U)

prime Minister Putin: Thanks, goodbye. (U)

- End of Conversation - -
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