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“ 'Ac'cide‘ntal Genius
s Karl Rove really Bush S bra|n7
v']obn] Pztmy]r ‘

" Boy Genius: Karl Rofue, the Brains Bebind t/:e

o Remarkable Political Triumph of George W.

_ Bush, by Lou Dubase, Fan Reid, and Carl M.
Cannan, New Tork: Publchﬁ?urs, 253 pages,
$ 15

."Bush’s Brai"n’:' How qu]_ Rové Made Gebrge

L W Bush Presidential, by Fames C. Moore and
<" Wayne Slater, Hoboken, New Fersey: Jobn

: ﬂWiléjy-Ed Sons, 39§ pages, $27.95

5 POLITICAL CONSULTANTS are like .

~movie actors Afew achieve wealth

" 'and celebrlty, even brandmg theirtag
" lines onto our -collective conscious-

" ness. James Carville’s“It’s the econ-

. omy, stupid” is almost as.familiar as

: Robert DéNiro’s “You talkl_ng to me?”

“'Seeing these examples, ambitious
youngsters may try to follow their
“career path, niot realizing that most

people in the field never make the big.

- time. Instead of clmkmg champagne

. glasses at ritzy receptlons, the silent .

- majority of consultants and actors
“mist settle for store- brand beer and
" ‘Cheez Whiz. S

. Elections turn on a widearray of.
i forces, incl_uding economics, demo-

 graphics, and sheer chance. Amid all )

of these varlables, awell-executed .

- “campalgn can lose, justasa troubled o
one can wm As soon as the outcome - -

is clear, however, pundlts credit the
~winners with brilliance and blame
. thelosers forincompetence The

’a ‘ former become the subjects of books -~

) _and the latter become questions in

the pohtlcal-_]unkle version of Trivial- |

Pursult. o ‘
'When the Long Count of 2000

_ finally ended in a Bush victory, eyes

turned to his lead strateglst Karl

o Rove, the §2- year—old stalwart who ",

-~ has worked with Bush since his

' unsuccessful 1978 race for Congress

and who has helped many Texas L
Republicans win in a onetime Demo-
cratic stronghold. Ever since the -
Supreme Court ruled that Bush was

* president, numerous press reports

have analyzed Rove’s influence,and

he was even a character in the mer: " -

c1fully short—llved s1tcom That’s My

Bush!Now we have tWo full length p o

brographles Bush’s Brazn and Boy

. Gemus

There s 1o questlon that Rove i is
a smart pohtlcal operative who

’ deserves careful study. But it’s impor- -

tant to remember how eas1ly things
could have been different. If a few -

~hundred more voters in Florlda S
Palm Beach county had understood 3

31mple ballot instructions; Rove
would be back in Texas, Gore would

bei in the Whlte House, and Gore cam-

a1gn manager Donna Brazile would-

A beon the coverofa book tltled Girl

Gemus. L
‘Any study of a current pohtlcal

" figure has inherent limitations. It is
- hard to get candid comments from

people who must continue to work
with the subject after the book is out.”

" And aside from the occasional leak,

private papers will stay out of feach
unti] the archives.open, farin the -

‘helped open the way for Bush’s gov-
.ernorship and the GOP’s near-total

~ Veteran Washington iournalbist Carl

future. Within those constraints, both
of these books about Rove have at
- least something to offer. Though one
of t_hem is often obscured by factual -

errors and reckless speculation, com- .

‘bined the two books paint a picture of -
_an intelligent operative thrust by the
- exigencies of politics into anexalted

position of perceived influence. That
perception ‘benefits both friends and
foes of the Bush administration.

Boy Genius, by reporters Lou
Dubose,_]an Reid, and Carl M. Can- '

' non, is by far the better of the two.
It offers a workmanhke analy31s of

the Texas political wars where Rove
honed his skills and an overview
of his role since Bush moved into -

the White House. Dubose and Reid -

wrote the Texas sections, and they -

‘show how Rove successfully halted
" a Democratic counterattack against

burgeoning GoP dominance in that
state by running a series of tough .
statewide campaigns. Drawing on the

~ state’s underlying conservatism and
+.- aided by Democratic missteps, Rove

dominance in Texas politics today.

Cannon wrote the section on'the -

reasan {10.65{ 58

Bush’s Brain (cover detail) - .
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‘ . Party”.in which Rove made many of ,
the key campaign decisions, includ-

2000 election and the early Bush

presidency. His treatment of the 2002

midterm is pa‘rtieu‘larly valuable, as
the president’s party managed the -
unusual feat of gaining seats in both

‘the House and Senate. Notwithstand-

ing the GOP’s rhetorical devotion to.
decentralization, Cannon. describes
a “top-down Bush era Repubhcan

ing the emphasis on tax cuts and the

recruitmentof strong Senate candi-.

» .dates such as Norm?Co]em,avn of Min- -

nesota. .
In Bush’s Brain, Texas Journahsts

“‘]ames C.Moore and Wayne Slater

-credlt Rovevw1th avital decision

‘In Washlngton there are’

“two kinds of politicians
“with astakein hypmg

Rove’s influence: Republi-
cans and Democrats

) thatwon Bush the 2000 campalgn

Though West V1rg1n1a had long voted
"Democraticin:close preSJdentlal '
rac_es,»‘Rove noticed that Clinton-Gore. .

policies on gun control and the envi-
ronment had irked the state’s many
hunters and mineworkers. He had -

the Bush eampaign fight hard for the *
state while the Gore forces took it for -
‘granted. On election night, Bush won
- its five-electoral votes, without Whivch .
-hewould havelost the race. - B

The authors’ account of the battle

““Existential America (cover detail). -

of West Virginia sheds some light

" on Bush’s policies as president. Since

the state 15 so pivotal, do not expect
the admlnlstratlon to tack leftward
on the Second Amendment or min-

ing 1egu1atlon$. Supporters of lim-

ited government will find that much

-encouraging. On the other hand, the

votes of West Virginia steelworkers

else” : : ‘
Where Bush’s Bmm is not provably wr: ong, it

were on pohcy makers m1nds when they hiked -
~ steel tariffs last year." :

- “Unfortunately, this 1ntelhgent account of -

- Rove'sWest Virginia strategy is the only good
~thing about Bush’s Brain: The rest is a mess —not’
justbad, but bad the way Steven Seagal movies,
~ Yugo convernbles, and muskrat ﬂavored yog‘urt

is bad. L ' \ :
" To beginwith, the book is dlsturblng]y Jaden
- with factual errors. Moore and Slater say, for -

example, that Rove styled the 2000 Bush cam-
paign “after the work of Mark Hanna, an indus-
trialist at the’ turn of the twentieth century.”
Rove has 1ndeed compared the current perlod
to the McKlnley era. Buthe has explalned that -

" the better-known Hanna was just the GOP’s

money man, whereas its chief strategist—and:

Rove’s role model—was not Hanna but Charles .
"+ Dawes.Then an obscure thirtysomething law- -
 yer, Dawes went on to astellar career as budget

director, vice pre51dent and w1nner of the Nobel

Pedce Prize. » 5
Moore and S]ater’s error is important By

: mlssmg Rove’s true 1nﬂuence, they botch an. -

1mp01tant lead. Rove’s fascination w1th Dawes
could offer i 1mportant clues about his world-
view. (BojGeni'us does get the Dawes reference
right, but doesn’t do. muchwith it. Any futule
biography of Rove ought to develop itin -

depth )

Moore and Slater also say that Rove tried tc

a counter'the Bush-as-Dumbo image byplant-
_ ing a'story in the National Review listing all the

big books that Bush had read.John J. Miller,

-the author of the story; replied in the National

Rev_zew Online: “This is flatly wrong—or atleast

- éeriously misleading. Rove was not‘the source
‘ ofthe article.21 did speak with h1m and quote "
- h1m,but he'was one-source among many. He
- ‘was not even the orrgmatlng source of the story,

in the sense that I got the' rdea forit somewhere

relies overmuch on uneducated speculatron For
instance, the authors devote two chapters to a
1986 incident in which Rove claimed that some-
orie had bugged his office. He was run‘ning the

in his or her own way with the

TR
i
ok

four Ds, yet always refusing to

make a “fetish out of nihilism.”
If Existential America _falls

shortin any way, itis that Cot:

. kin attimes inveighs against
' ‘contemporaty America as “a
* “culture saturated with'the

consolation of easy saivation”

- through easily gotten material
goods and worldly success. .

Such a culture, he fears, breeds - -
smugness shallowness and
superﬁaallty
~“In‘'suchmoments, he fails

to appreciate that it is pre-

cisely the relative richness of
lifestyle options, including

banal ones, which predis-
poses us.to existentialism and

itsinsistence that “we must

a_c‘t,." The-freedom—however

. incomplete it may be—that
" has allowed Americans to con: .
. stantly reinvent themselves in

ways unimaginable in Europe

~ ishardlyan impediment toa

deep and contmumg apprecua
tuon of existentialism..

Iindeed; the acts of choosing
we necessarily make on a daily
basis—in the marketplacey, in -

-the workplace, in how we live—
“-areits very essence.

Nick Gillespz'e ( gz'llespie@r_‘eason. .
com) is reason’s editor-in-chief.




- ‘Republican‘cémpaign for governor
: “‘ofTexas, and he hmted that Demo-

. crats mlght be: reSpon51ble At the
.- time, some reporters suspected that -

f'Rove had concocted the whole thing
in order to discredit the other side.
“Maybe Rove did not plant the bug,”

2 say Moore and- S'léiter butitis “hard. -
to dlsconnect him from culpablhty in-
B _'~the 1nc1dent »

“Why exactly do they think this?

: '~ Rove. had spoken of see1ng Power the’
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silly Richard Gere movie about politi; ,

cal consulting. In that movie, Gere
findsa listening_devj.ce in his phone.
So that’s where Rove must have got-
ten the'idea, right.?ﬁ(I’\}e'seen The God-

father dozens of times, but1 have not

puta single horse’s head in-anybody’s

'~ bed; oreven thought about doing so:)

The ratio of speculatlon to factin-
Bush’s Brain goes way up as its story

_ stretches into the Bush. pre51dency

Moore and Slater have few sources *

in Washlngton s GOP communlty, S0
" they depend on conjectures from fel-

low outsiders. It’s like covering the -

Super Bowl by talking to people who _
- couldn’t get tickets. :

After the September I attacks,
they note, a former associate of
Rove wrote an editorial saying that

Americari foreign policy had helped » E

spawn terrorismi, He'e-mailed.a copy
to Rove, who never answered. (It’s
possible that a senior White House
aide might have been a tad busy at
the time.) A right-wing Web site then
posted the editorial, drawing vol- -
umes of angry e-mail to the author’s’
inbox Was Rove responsible, as his
former friend: suspects> “There was
simply noway of. knowmg, not for
sure,” Moore and Slater admlt but

. nevertheless dwell on the tale at some

length .

The authors’ assessments"ofthe -
power Rove wields in the Bush Whlte‘
House makes them sound like the

‘ coke-addled Sherlock Holmes rant- °

ing about Profe_ssor Mo.n'arty in The
Sev_enaPerc_entSohtion: “He is the orga-
nizer of half that is evil and of nearly
all that is undetected in.this_ great
city. He is a genius,a philosopher,

- anabstract thinker. He has a brain

of the first ordet” They even refer:
to the Cuban embargo as“the Rove

_doctrine.” Egad, Eisenhower imposed

a partial embargo in 1960, and JFK :

* expanded it the next year. Talk about

a “boy genius”—Rove was in grade
school at the time, Would Bush drop -
the embargo if Rove went off the pay-

 roll2 And given the Cuban vote in the
-~ pivotal state of Florida, would Gore

have dared to change it?~
Moore and Slater also blame

" Rove’s evil genius for the decision “to
" fight the war on terrorism, which was

a just cause, and use the pureness of -
that purpose to advance the Republi-
can political agenda” They start with -
a smldgen of fact. In June of 2002,.a

Moore and Slater’s

' assessments of the power

Rove wields in the Bush

" White House makes them

sound like the coke-
addled Sherlock Holmes

~ranting about Professor
. Moriarity in The Seven Per-
_cent Solution.. |

White House intern lost a computer ’

~disk in Lafayette Park. A'Democrratic

Senate aide happened to find it, dis-
covering a PowerPoint presentation

'by Rove and White House politi-

cal director Ken Mehlman. Moore -
and Slater find dark significance in’

. one slide that urged Rep,ubl-icéns’to

“focus on war and the economy.”
Democrats damned that advice as a
Rove effort to “politicize” terrorism.

The plain fact is that those are the

administration’s top pohcy prlormes,

and would be if Karl Rove had never =

been born.

Carl Cannon gets the story straightin
Boy Genius: “In truth, most of the stuff
in the presentation, delivered to GOP
donors at the posh Hay Adams Hotel, -
was boilerplate political fare. Still, it

. . 4
reasoni10.03} 60 Y




was embarr'assing to misplace your

own campaign materlals Hardly the

stuff of genius.”
“But Moore and Slate1 go even far-

E ther Not onlyis Rove responsible for-
S a polltlcal focus on'the war—he was:
' ,behmd the.-warltself. The failure to

catch Osama and crush al Qaeda was
threatening Bush’s political standing,
the argumentvgoes, so'the administra-
tlon redefined the war on terrorism

V' asa global conflict with evil. The war

- ‘on terrér was big enough, they say,

" ’but now we-would go after any enemy

whose destruction could gratify -

“* American souls and boost Bush in the

' polls.‘»“Roye’s political strategy for the

president transformed a policy whose

~-scope and tenets were unprecedented

“in American history. All it needed.
was a little justification. And Iraq was’

& handy »

==:0ne of théir“sources” on'this

: poxnt isa pohtlcal operative who
* has closely observed Rove’s tactics for

. many years.” This person says that

- Rove and Bush can now take their

;ﬁ'ght,against evil and “_apply that to-

" “anyone theywant.Tom Daschleor

Hussein.” Another operative calls the

» Iraq war “the most evil political calcu-
. ,latxon in Amerlcan hlstory”

espite the gravity of’their accusa-
"tion, the authors fail to offera

- single scrap of ev1dence for Rove’s

:mastermmdlng the war.The “Rove-

: ‘wags the-dog?” scenario does not even

BoyGenius (cover detatl)

‘rnake sefise on its own terms. Just:
suppose that Rove did have the power ,

to start a war for its polmcal payoff.
When hewas allegedly plotting the

o map to Baghdad, the generals could

not guarantee swift victory. There was
a small but serious chance that the -
conflict might drag on and on, leaving
‘Bush and Rove in fpolitical body bags.
In a cold electoral calculation,

“would the probable beneﬁts ofvxctory

have outweighed the risks of defeat?

-Not bloody likely. Asan amateur h1s- :
~ torian, Rove would have known that-
 successful wars are seldom good for
-~ the party in power.After World War

I, the nation spurned Wilson’s Demo-

‘crats and turned to Warren Harding‘.

In the first ‘nlid_tel-m"election after - -
World War 11, Republicans took con-
trol of Congress. And the year after

the ﬁrst Bush won the first GulfWar, _
_he lost re- electlon with the lowest

popular -vote shaxe of any 1ncumbent

smce Taft. :
“Though they take the theory to. -

loony extremes, Moore and Slater are

“hardly alone in painting Rove as the:
‘real power of the Bush admmlstra—
‘tion.The cover artist of Boy Genius

illustrates the idea by plac1ncr a photo
of Bush above the word Boy and Rove

above Genius. (Lest anyone miss the

-point, there is also a light bulb over

Rove’s head.)

Journalists ca:n easily ﬁnd Vpeople‘

wlhio will agree that Rove is Professor .

Moriarty.In Washington, there:are
two kinds of politicians with a stake

in hyping Rove’s-influence: Republi-
cans and Democrats. When Republi-
cans dlsagree with the administration -
but do not want to criticize their pres--
'1dent, they blame Rove. In 2001, for .
, instanee, the admini‘stration yielded
" to Hispanic groups that wanted to
end Navy'bom:bi,ng tests in'Vieques,

Puerto Rico. Sen. James M. Inhofe, an
Oklahoma Republican who backed
the tests, grumbled to The Wasbingwn

" Post: “It was Karl Rove who made

the decision. It was polmcally motl-

vated Y
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NEW AND
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FREE MARKETS =

IN DEFENSE OF
GLOBAL
CAPITALISM
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- In Defense of
Global Capltallsm
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“Johan Norberg's book is a stunningly
insightful, brilliantly detailed refutation
- of the .crank theories of‘the anti-global- - *
ists. In Defense of Global Capitalism
" is.a shining example of what a gifted. -
.- ‘mind.can do working with the truth to

- - .in the end is the cause of every decent
N man and.woman.” :
: —Ben Stein.

’Norberg is Europe’s answer to our own
Naoml Klein.” ) o
‘~Dave O'Bri‘en SR
Winnipeg Free Press™ "'
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~advance the cause of capitalism, which . |’

tunately, he i§ not just a largely self-'

Andwhen Democrats have -

 to admit that anything intelligent
-comes out of the Bush administra-
© tion— headed by aman they dismiss

asa grlnmng, brainless frat boy——they

‘need Rove to take the credit. They
. s1mply cannot br1ng themselves to

believe that that dummy Bush could
have beaten Ann chhards,Al Gore,

- and the Taliban. Inv_]anuary, Sen;

| Ernest Hollings (DjS.C-.) addressed
“House Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-
Tenn. ) on the Senate ﬂoor about eco-

‘ nomic pohcy “I ask my d1st1ngu1shed"

_ frlend from Tennessee, Lknow you. .

will see Karl Rove, and I want hlm

| Despite these two biog-
| raphiesanda fair amount
~of press coverage, Rove

remains a mystery—whnch

| isa good posmonfora ,
. jloyalpolltlcalaldeto bein. R

to see he is leading h1s dlstlngulshed

_president into the same trap that
‘Bush 41 got led into”

It’s hard to. aSSCSS_]uSt how much
Rovehas gmded the pohcres and

* strategies of the administration, since

Bush is running a notably leak-free

“operation. White Hou‘se" aidesand - -
‘| Republican operatives feel a genuine -
a loyalty to the president,' so they sel- - -

dom talk out of turn to the. press :

One who did was political scien:

- t1st_]ohn D1Iu110, who brleﬂy headed '
| the office of faith- based initiatives. In

: ane- ~mail tolournahst Ron Suskmd

o Dlluho said:“Little happens on any
issue without Karl’s okay, and, often,

he supplies such policy substance

- as:the administration puts out. For- -

taught hyper-pohtrcal guy, but alsoa-
| very well 1nformed guy when it comes
“to certaln domestlcslssues. »(Whether,

.as some now assert, he even has such-

sway in national security, homeland

-security, and foreign affairs; I cannot .

say.)”

- The e—mail,also Suggested_ that Rove

and his fellow “Mayberry Machia-

,velhs” have what Dllullo calleda“lib- "

ertarian” streak. So are they channel- ‘
ing the thoughts of Milton Friedman :

' and Friedrich. Hayek into substantlve

decisions? Alas, neither the e- -mail nor ‘
Suskind’s Esquire article was clearon -

‘this point, and Dilulio later backed
~away from his comments, (Poliey '
_outcomes have been a mixed bagfor
 libertarians, who may applaud the tax

cuts but worry about the enormous -

power of the Department of Home- -

land Security.) ‘ .
Despite these two biographies_

‘and a fair amount of press coverage,
'Rove remains a mystery—which is a

good position for a loyal political aide-
to be in. Fora Cl,earer,pictu‘r{_e’of his
role, we will have to'wait for books

-~ that can analyze the Bush administra-’,_ SC
~ tion in retrospect. Will sich works

deplct Rove.as a success? The answer

‘will depend on the 2004 election.A "
‘Bush defeat would diminish Rove’ s '
_stature, even if it happens for reasons o
beyond his control. c

_Any future analyst of Rove, or i_.v« .
of any political aide or consultant,
would’dowell to keep in mind these

"~ words from Ecclesiastes: “The race is
_not to the swift, nor the battle to the

strong, neither yet bread to the wise, : .
noryetriches to men of understand-

- ing, nor yet favor to men of skill; but
-time and chance happeneth to them o

all.” 1

Contrzbutmg Edztur]obn T Pztmy Fre

L (jpitney@mckenna, edu) zsapraﬁ:ssarofgov- G
ernment at Claremont McKenna College.
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| CAN BUSH FINALLY FINISH OFF
| THE GREAT SOCIETY?

-concept of “devolution”—as the Bush- ‘battl

" that would force politically risky decisions

~says Democratic Governor John E. Baldacci o .
Maine. “At the same tlme we have to

‘nents argue this would all

Avenue, it’s not a great time for the Great Society. Even opponents of devolution acknowledge that Head
President George W. Bush and Gop leaders on.Capitol | Start could be improved by focusing it more on early-child--
hood:: learrung But critics fear that cash-strapped states

With Republicans in control of both ends of Pennsylvania. | Castle (R-Del.), a former governor and sponsor of the bill. :

Hill are seeking to restructure some ‘of the. s1gnature‘s0c1alﬂ

dthe Workforce Comrmttee on June 12 voted to
~allow eight  governors whose states already of-
. fer pre-K services, like. Georgia and New Jer-

Federallsm” initiative, Bush’ and his allies wan
to give governors more authority and flexibili
ty in administering social safety net program:
But while most governors are attracted to-th - Start operations for five years.

While that’s less than Bush had sought
friends and foes see it as a White House win.
“They couldn’t get a Head Start block granted

‘this year, but...they've taken a major step to-

cry is called—many worry that Washington i
just shifting responsibilities to them without
guaranteeing long-term support The,res'ult‘
they fear: a series of huge unfunded :
orge -Miller (D- Cahf), a leading critic. The
dministration’ agrees. “We’re very pleased
“with the House bill because it moves us in the
ection of the President’s vision,” says Wade-
Hom, Health & Human Services Assistant
for. children and families.

as raising taxes or cutting benefits.
“If there is a way to standardize - a.nd §
plify these programs, that would be ‘a.

ful because. when you sh1ft these i o Th pllot project looks likely to pass in the
from [the federal gove ] it k OP- nated House, but Senators - Ted
states could be left holding: ' TA ‘ D-Mass.) ‘and Chrlstopher J. Dodd

Now under the congressional -mi D-Conn.) vow: to block it in the Senate, Under
Head Start, the $6.7 billion v tart will skimp on health and
health care, and early ed utco
3- and 4-year-olds. Bush ] ] SUMIT -Unce
lump sums to serve the n 100 ’residen is:a second term, he is almost
shape ‘more costly low-income ‘as-
ig-Medicaid, which provides health
pre-kmdergarten program : sabled; and federal housing. Four

: n'ci eferred dream of shrinking the
federal government could be realized by Bush. -~
By ALe:candra Starr

ordinate Head Start with other state programs poor children
will get more help, -8ays moderate Representatlve ael N.. .

» sey, to receive block grants to run their Head -

ward doing just that,” says Representative |

Senate considers the legis-
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: hkely to send a final bill to

. cluding.its centerpiece—a

-must slog-through scores of -
~conteritious details, they're .
" likely. to-reach a compromise

_.gram for ‘seniors into the

- run by j,_the'private sector. The theory
‘The. $hift will improve treatment and

~dn balloomng Medicare costs while off:
setting-the expense:of the-drug benefit.”

THIS MEDI

COMMENTARY

By Howard Gleckman

ARE REFORM IS NO CURE

fter a decade of debate,

Congress is moving to

approve the biggest ex-
pansion of Medicare since
the program was created 40
years ago.-On June 27, the
House and Senate each
passed separate versions of
a restructuring package
and, by fall, Congress is

President George W. Bush.
Supporters aren’t shy about
promoting its benefits, in-

new prescription-drug plan
projected to cost taxpayers.
at least :$400 billion over the
next.decade. '
Although lawmakers still -

that ﬁnally will bring the
massive, federal health pro-

world ‘of modern medicine; "
backers say. Retirees will .
get some medicines paid for, a key ben-
efit offered by nearly every private in-
surance plan‘in the U.S. but'never- -
added. to Medicare. At the same time
the legislation aims to fundamentall
overhaul-the program by luring seni
into mote efficient managed-care plah

save:taxpayers money, helping to-rein:

Those-are laudable goals. Unfortu-

-nately;-Congress isn’t likely to achieve
them:. In an effort to compromise be- .

twéen:Democratic demands for a big

.drug benefit and Gop efforts to open

Medicare’to market-based competition,
lawmakeérs will accomplish neither.

Originally, Bush wanted to require sen-
iors-to join managed-care plans in order

to get drug insurance. But that ap-
proach:was rejected on Capitol Hill.
The likély compromise will allow re-
tirees to switch voluntarily out of tradi-
tional fee-for-service Medicare.

Problem is, there won’t be much in- N

centive for them to.do so. The Gop

hopes private insurers can save enough

-of Minnesota = ..
health economist.-:-
Roger Feldman, a:;

claim victory, but thé externit to'w ich ;
,the damn thing: works 1sn’t clear 0

me,” says:Bruce

-C. Vladeck, who

ran Medicare for

‘President Clinton.

Adds University

staunch supporter
of privatizing the
program: “I'm

disappointed. Poh-

ties. has trumped.
reform.”
It won’t be the

DRUGS FOR
SENIORS:
PRIGIER
THAN YOU
THINK

irst-time: Washlngton expemmented

“'with.a program: ‘called- Medicare+Choice,
" ;which -allowed compatiies:to offer extra

with-managed eare starting in-1997

coverage to:seniors:who. joined their

< plans. But féderal: payments to the in-
-+-'gurers failed-to-Keep up with double-
- - digit cost increases; s0- they trimmed

bénefits. Eventually, many dropped the

: program-altogether,”At its peak; about

16% of retirees parti ipated. Now, only
about . 11%: are enrol] d :

36 BusinessWeek / July 14, 2003




Medicare+Choice, the government set
prices it paid to insurers. The new law
will let companies bid for contracts. To
further encourage them to participate,
the: government is-likely to provide ex-
tra subsidies, such as reinsurance, to
protect them against losses. Insurance
" lobbyists are already pushing for Con-

claim victory, -

but the extent
“to which the
damn thmg

works isn’t
~clear,” says
i former 5

“EverYbody can‘

have to pay a-monthly premium of
about $35 for a benefit that will cover
about 25% of their: costs.

While seniors won’t have to svmtch to -

managed care to get their-drug bene-
fits, most of them will have to buy the

insurance from private companies. They
will- either get it as:an add-on benefit to -

go with old-style Medicare; or as part
of a-private plan that will cover the”
costs of hospital and doctor care as well
as drugs: “We need to :keep rewardlng

thmklng Privately, many lawmakers

be put to the test for years. At least at

the outset, private plans will be limited
in their ability to compete with tradi-
tional Medicare. The Houseé. bill would

open the system to more competition,

but not until 2010. So far, no insurer
has yet committed to selling Medicare .
coverage. Companies worry whether
they will be able to profit fromthe . -
arrangement, says Edward L. Wristen,
cko of First Health Group Corp., a
managed-care company based in Down-.

ers Grove, Il

At the same time, less than 0% of

"’senlors are likely to join a private-sec-

tor plan, according to the nonpartisan

‘Congressional Budget Office. Some ad-
_‘voeates insist that as retirees sée the

enefits of private.plans, mere will

'make:the shift. For:example, the Ad-
~‘ministration’s Centers for Medicare &
-“Medicaid Services (cMs) thinks that
“‘eventually -some 40% of the elderly will

join.the new plans. But even cmMS-Ad-

‘ministrator Thomas A. Scully doubts
#Ahat that will happen anytime soon.
g“The majority of seniors for the rest of

my lifetime will be in fee-for- serv1ce

: edlcare he says.

It managed care doesn’t catch on,

he savings will come to a paltry few
ioh: dollars a year, the CBO esti-

r ates. Meanwhile, even sklmpy drug’
overage will cost the nation’s taxpay-
rs a‘lot more than the advertised .

prog'ram s tab could hit $70 billion a
¥ 2013. Given that the annual
‘Medicare is-already expected to
le-by then, to a staggering $500
na year, ‘the extra $70. billion ‘
Id only: worsen the program’s fiscal -

1e. legislatlon just delays :

unproved: theories and wishful -

de that the new law -will: fall‘far-
sectations on all sides, Con-
pass Medicare reform this
] because it. is afraid to'inéur the
of seniors if it ‘doesn’t."But don't- -
his political compromise to-im-
‘prove the health of most retirees—or -

- ‘boost, the solvency. of the troubled

Medicare program.

Gleckman follows health polwy Sfrom

» Washington.
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The presid
tisan coalition: The same potential exists with

. Med}ca:e, but:Mr., Bush must work hard at_.

prescnp'aon
benefit for seniors, but <

* there’s mothing wrong . . e

with thinking wholesale, .

‘& Allow seniors to-im-:
portmedicines from Cana-
da. The drug companies hate -
this, but. imported medicines . -

this option and-let the Food ‘and "
Drug Administration ensiire. the. medlcmes
safety.

with more than $60,000'in dnnual income to

pay more for their prescription drug benefit. -
This is fair;and it will helpkeep the drug bene-  dru
fit price tag around $400 bﬂhon over the néxt

decade.

@ Subsidize seniors up to160 percent of
poverty. The Senate wants Washmgton toun-
derwrite the full cost of prescription drugs for
seniors in a two-person family with income up
10 $20,000 annually. That’s right; and it 1s1)et-'

ter tha.n the House proposal whlch subsuilzes :

dent won then by bmldmg ablpar—'

] Reqmre wea.lﬂuer seniors to pay more . ‘decisions :about’ covering the latest: advance-
for their benefit. The House’s Medicare bill

- trumps the Senate’s here. It requires seniors

covermg ‘their retirees! .
5 Make Medlca.re m
be

= . -think isensibly, ‘Example Onex:..-
Stnke a compromise with:medical technology
advocates. They want Medicare to'make faster. -

ments; Fine, In’retam for speed, advocates
should reahze Medxca:e ca.nt cover every: dis- |
COVery:ii .

Exa.mpl Two: Stnke adeal on cancer care
gs? Pay-doctors less for the medicines, but”
pay the fn‘more for admnnstermg'rh Judg—
inig frot otir-interviews with cancé
cates” arid Medlcaxe experts this _quatlon
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V,WHY THE PUBLIC CAN STOMACH CASUALTIES IN IRAQ
Willpower. ‘
by Lawrence F. Kaplan

Post date: 09.02.03 -

Issue date: 09; 08 03 "

nc1dents like last week's destruct1on of the U. N. headquarters in Baghdad comblned w1th the steady
- B drip of American casualties, have prompted many opinion-makers to conclude the American public .
~has had enough. "Those are good kids that we're sending into the shooting gallery called Iraq," noted
New York Times columnist Bob Herbert, ‘adding that his readers "have to be nurs1ng the sick feelmg that
- each death is a tragic waste, and this conflict is as much a fool's errand as the war in Vietnam." Nor is -
this reading confined to the op-ed pages "[T]here are an awful lot of Ameticans who are kind of
sleepless these days," presidential aspirant Howard Dean informed a crowd last weekend. "They are.
sleepless wondering whether their kid is going to be the next to die in Iraq." Complammg that American
- ‘troops have become targets in Herbert's "shooting gallery," Ted Kennedy wants to know, "How do you e

_ gconsole a fam1ly by telhng them that the1r son or daughter isa casualty of the postwar perlod‘7" ‘

_ But the casualt1es generated in Iraq's "shooting gallery r1le the likes of Dean and Herbert more than
“they do the publ1c at large. Well before the first shot was fired, a mass of polling data suggested the
v 'country s willingness to tolerate battle deaths in Iraq exceeded even the figures predicted in worst-case
- _scenarios. In 1999, a massive opinion survey conducted by Princeton Survey Research Associates for
-~ the Tr1angle Institute for Security Studies (TISS) asked people to name the highest number of Amencan

-, military deaths they would acceptina war 10 "prevent Iraq from obtaining weapons of mass _ _
destruction." The mean response: 29,853. A CBS News/New York Times survey last October found that

54 percent of respondents favored military action even in the event of "substantlal" American casualties.

P Despite the failure to locate weapons of mass destruction, the war's bloody aftermath hasn't elicited

-~ much of an outcry, either. In the face-of mounting casualties, 58 percent of those questioned in a July o

. Wall Street Journal/NBC poll said American troops should stay in Iraq "as long as necessary to

~ complete the process, even if i it takes as. long as five years." Another poll in'July, this one for The
'Washmgton Post and ABC, found three in four respondents expected significantly more American
. deaths, yet seven in ten stlll believed U.S. forces should remain in Iraq "until civil order is restored -
" there, even if that means continued U.S. military casualties." The most recent Washington Post survey,
taken during the second week in August, shows the number of Americans who support the U.S. presence - -
‘in Iraqg--seven in ten--remains unchanged. Even a Newsweek poll taken in the aftermath of last week's
‘U.N. bombing found that 60 percent of respondents support mamtammg current force levels in Iraq for
~more than a year, w1th tw1ce as many favorlng stay1ng ten years or more as supportmg 1mmed1ate e
w1thdrawal - » S : : S

" Thereisa story hehind these numbsers. In recent years; the public's ‘un’willingness'to tolerate combat
deaths has become an article of faith for America's leaders. The first President Bush justified the
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'jdec151on to halt the Gulf war short of Baghdad on the grounds that doing otherw1se would have entalled
- further American losses. President Clinton imbibed the same lesson after the October 1993 slaughter of

= crack American troops in Somalia, subsequently offer1ng assutarices to the public that any military

 action would endanger as few lives as possible. Clinton-era Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Hugh
Shelton even devised a "Dover Test" for the use of force: "Is the American public prepared for the sight -
' of our most prec1ous resource coming home in ﬂag-draped caskets 1nto Dover Air Force Base‘7" ' '

| Accordlng to the TISS data, the architects of U. S foreign policy bel1eve the answer is no. Seventy e1ght 1

.‘ . percent of officers and a nearly identical percentage of their civilian counterparts agreed with the
. “statement: "The American public will rarely tolerate large numbers of U.S. casualties in military .-
. operations." America's foes agree as well. Prior to the first Gulf war, Saddam Hussein insisted that

: Americans could never tolerate "ten thousand dead in one battle." For his part, Osama bin Laden boasted
that the collapse of U.S. support for the operation in Somalia ' 'convinced us that the Amencans area
‘papet tiger." But those who insisted the American public has no stomach for casualties were wrong then,

- and they are wrong now. The real challenge for America's leaders will not be conv1nc1ng the publlc to -

stay the course in Iraq: It will be conv1nc1ng themselves

The public has long been less fearful of casualties than Amerlca S pol1t1cal and mllltary elltes
‘assume--and, for that matter, less fearful than the elites themselves. According to polls taken by the
B ,Amerlcan Institute for Public Opinion (AIPO) the level of support for World War II never slipped below .
- 75 percent, even though more than 200,000 Americans had been killed by mid-1945. World War II, of '~

- course, was the "good war." But the absence of a correlation between casualties and public support holds

~true even in more controversial conflicts. Survey data dating back half a century consistently shows that

‘what determines the public's w1111ngness to tolerate casualt1es has little do w1th casualtles themselves

L Spec1f1cally, polls demonstrate that Amer1cans will sustain battle deaths if they think the United States
~_will emerge from a conflict tr1umphant if they believe the stakes justify casualties, and if the pres1dent
“makes a case for suffering them. Each of these measures has important implications for the operation in
- Iraq. "The public is defeat-phobic, not casualty-phobic, " Christopher Gelpi and Peter Feaver conclude in -
- their forthcoming book, Choosing Your Battles: American Civil-Military Relations and the Use of
- Force, which culls a mountain of data to prove the point. In Korea, for example, an AIPO survey found
. that publ1c support for the war in August 1950 was a sturdy 66 percent--desplte the death of 5,000

. American soldiers in the two-month-old war. By December 1950, however, that number had plummeted

'to 39 percent. Because of battle deaths? Probably not. Between November 1950, when Chinese forces
- intervened in the conflict, and the time of that survey, the United States suffered a series of devastating
~ battlefield defeats. A few months later, once U.S. forces halted the Chinese offensive and launched their -
- own, public support climbed--even as the number of American deaths passed the 20,000 mark. A 1994
RAND corporatlon study even concluded that the Korea toll "led not to cr1es to w1thdraw but to-a desire "
-Ito escalate : : R

i Even Vietnam, where the myth of a risk-averse pubhc was bom proves nothing of the k1nd There, too
" the public's-sensitivity to casualties. depended on its faith in the eventual success of the mission. And,

" prior to the Tet Offensive in 1968, that faith remained substantlally intact. Despite the more than 10,000

-« Americans killed by then, ‘numerous opinion polls taken on the eve of Tet found a clear majority favored
' either contlnulng or escalating the war. According to a Harris Poll, 31 percent of those surveyed in mid-

~ - 1967 cited American casualties as the most disturbing feature of the war. But, in the aftermath of Tet, -
- which the media portrayed as a major defeat; "the impact of casualties on support tripled in size,"

’ accordlng to Gelpi and Feaver. Within a month, the percentage of those most troubled by Amencan
.. losses rose to 44 percent. Even so, those favoring a withdrawal from Vietnam never compriseda
- majority before the Nixon administration's decision to "Vietnamize" the war, when withdrawal became
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’ofﬁclal pollcy :
Moreover, victory isn't the only source of publlc resolve in the face of battle losses--a fact that has -

~ - become fairly obvious throughout the past decade. " [W]hen 1mportant interests and pr1nc1ples have been
* at stake, the public has been willing to tolerate rather high casualties," Eric Larson writes in his 1996 _
book, Casualtzes and Consensus: The. sttorzcal Role of Casualties in Domestic Support for US. B
Military Operatzons "In short, when we take into account the importance of the perceived benefits, the
ev1dence of a recent decline in the w1111ngness of the publlc to tolerate casualt1es appears rather thin."

'The paramount example of this tolerance was the 1991 Gulf war. As John Mueller's book Policy and
- Opinion in the Gulf War shows, American casualty estimates prior to Operation Desert Storm ranged
~ into the tens of thousands. The public was well aware of these figures. A poll taken by the Vietnam
‘Veterans 6f America Foundation on the eve of the ground war found that 67 percent knew about a -

" Pentagon estimate forecasting 30,000 American deaths. Far from prompting a collapse in support a

- Gallup Poll taken during the same period reported that a majority felt the Gulf crisis was worth going to
“war over, even if that meant up to 40,000 American deaths. Looking back at the polls Larson details
“how the publlc s w1lllngness to incur casualt1es derived from the promotion of a "number of forelgn
“policy goals or pr1nc1ples in the Gulf that maj or1t1es of the public generally thought were very
- 1mportant' --among them, to deter further : aggressmn by Irag, to prevent Saddam from developlng
weapons of mass destruction, and to reverse Iraq s occupatlon of Kuwait.

i Needless to say, the ﬁrst Bush adm1n1strat10n t1re1essly advertlsed each of these 1nterests--Just asthe -

present Bush administration mounted a p.r. offensive to. explaln to the country its reasons for going to

~ war in Iraq. The: ‘point may seem obvious, but members of the public do not pinpoint vital interests by
~themselves; the president usually does it for them. Or doesn't. In Lebanon, for example, public support

* for the U.S. intervention increased after the 1983 bomb1ng of the U.S. Marine barracks in Beirut. But, -

“. ‘when President Reagan backed away from the operation, that'support evaporated. Similarly, when 18

- Rangers were killed in Mogadishu, NBC, ABC, and CNN polls found that 61, 56, and 55 percent,

. respectively, favored sending more troops to Somaha That support, t00, disappeared as it became. clear
‘the president himself no longer backed the mission. ‘Numbers like these lead the Program on :
International Policy Attitudes” (PIPa).Steve Kull and Clay Ramsay, writing in the book Public Opzmon '

-and the International Use of Force; to conclude that "polls show little evidence that the majority of -

e Amencans will respond to fatalities by wantlng to withdraw U.S. troops immediately and, if anything, .

“are more likely to want to respond assert1ve1y Nelther Reagan nor Chnton however ‘made use of the

G -pubhc s 1ncllnat10n

eagan and Clmton may have been ret1cent because the group most hkely to recoil from casualtles
happens to be the very elites who- attrrbute the tendency to the public. The TIss survey found that
- military leaders consistently show less tolerance for casualties than civilian leaders, who, in turn, show
“less tolerance for casualties than the mass public. (In Iraq, for example, the TISS survey showed the -

~ “public would tolerate, as a mean figure, 29,853 deathis, civilian elites would tolerate 19,045, and military e
-~ elites would tolerate 6,016. ) Hence, when policymakers use casualties as an excuse for inaction, Gelpi

. and Feaver argue; "they are either tying their own hands or respondlng to constraints imposed by the
military." Tying their own hands because, among civilian pollcymakers assumptrons about a battle-shy

- public and the steep political cost of casualties have been axiomatic ever since Vietnam. The "lessons" ,

*of Vietnam have also become canonical among senior officers, who fear that, as in Southeast A51a they

- will be the ones blamed for battlefield losses. Nor, in the years since, have skittish commanders- -in-chief

- -or generals done anything to relieve that fear. On the contrary, they have instilled in the officer corps a

~ zerodefect mentality, under whose terms casualties have become synonymous with failure. During the

.- '90s, for example the core mission of the Army s European Command was “To Protect and Take Care of
the Force." :
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Al this may seem like proof of heightened moral awareness on the part of America's leaders--and, in the
sense that casualty-phobia translates into a greater concern for human life, it surely is. But, in other '
“ways, it has ensnarled the United State$ ii thorny dilemmas t6 Which these same leaders have yet to
‘provide an adequate response. The habit of advertising our fears as if they were virtues has emboldened
the likes of bin Laden, Saddam, and Slobodan Milosevic. Closer to home, casualty-phobia has confused
- the milita‘ry s mission and ethos, which is to defend the nation, not itself. It has also led to operations like
‘Kosovo, in which civilians below paid the bill for orders that kept U.S. bombers safely above an altitude
-0f 15,000 feet, and the 1998 missile attack on a pharmaceutical plant in Sudan; where the availability of -
' risk- free weapons allowed the ‘White House to employ force casually and w1thout due reflection. '

‘_ Fortunately, the Bush team has begun to jettison the e11tes casualty obsessmn To be sure, the White

- House has benefited from a hardening of public resolve in the aftermath of September 11, 2001. Before

: the war began in Afghanistan, for example, polls showed large majorities supporting mllltary action”
- even if it meant thousands of American deaths and a war that lasted years. Still, fearing casualties and a

o repeat of the Soviet misadventure in Afghanistan, Pentagon officials relied too heavily on proxies and
. air power. But, after the battle of Tora Bora, where the proxy strategy enabled hundreds of Al Qaeda

* operatives to flee the area, the United States reversed course, putting large numbers of troops on the -

ground. Nor did the administration bend when its risky thrust toward Baghdad cost the lives of as many

- as 20 Amiericans on a single day. Neither, for that matter, has the war's aftermath prompted any public
~second thoughts from the president. "There are some Who feel like, that if they attack us, that we may-
decide to leave prematurely," Bush said last rnOnth. "They don't understand what they're talking about." -

he magic question, of course, is whether the pubhc agrees with the pres1dent The evidence so far
, -suggests that it does. To begin with; unlike Nixon in Vietnam, Reagan in Lebanon, and Clinton
: pretty much everywhere, the public trusts and approves of Bush's stewardship of postwar Iraq. A CBS
News poll taken during the'second week of August found that 57 percent approve of "the way. George
“W. Bush is handling the situation with Irag," while a Newsweek poll, taken after last week's bombing,
. put that number at 54 percent. "So long as the president is not panicking at the sight of casualties, neither
will the pub11c says Feaver. Far from panicking, Bush has been criticized for excessive bellicosity--his -
"bring 'em on" taunt, for example. Perhaps not the wisest: choice of words, but Bush's challenge to the
Traqi guerrillds did telegraph a certain resolve. Responding to the attack on the U.N. headquarters =
* . compound, he made the point more eloquently. The bombers, Bush said, "are finding that our will
_cannot be shaken. Whatever the hardshlps we w1ll persevere ' : ‘ SR

: Second according to the most recent polls, a maJorlty continues to 1nterpret restormg stablhty in Iraq as
~ a vital national interest. Hence the 58 percent who told The Wall Street Journal/NBC survey that
American troops should remain in Iraq for "as- long as necessary, ... even if it takes as long as five years
- and the 72 percent who told The Washington Post/ABC poll that they should stay in Iraq "until civil

- order is restored there, even if that means continued U.S. miilitary casualties." This, despite the fact that
- 75 percent of re’spondents to The Wall Street Journal/NBC poll believe that "most of the challenges in-
 Iraq remain ahead." Nor does the public have any illusions about the human cost this will entail. "There
is a public perception that we cannot afford to lose in Irag," says Andrew Krepinevich, the author of an
influential book on counter-insurgency strategy’ and director of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary
- Assessments, "and the public's tolerance-of casualties w111 be cons1derably stronger as a result." -

Bush's vulnerability comes from the growing number of Americans who see events going the wrong

way on the ground. In the most recent CBS News poll, only 45 percent see "the United States in control
- of events taking place in Iraq"--a figure that has declined from 71 percent in April. Similarly, 53 percent -

"

of respondents to the latest PIPA survey think the "process of rebuilding Iraq is going 'not very well' or

~ 'not at all well." These findings do spell trouble for the president. For public willingness to tolerate »
casualties remains as much a function of success as anything else. And, for the time being at least, poll '

QM MANa
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respondents believe that the United States has y‘ét to achiéiie it in Iraq. : |

How exactly, then, does the pubhc medsire. success in Iraq‘? Oplmon surveys point to America's ab111ty
to promote stability and democracy as two key- tests. Of course, measuring order is easier than
measuring democracy, and, given polls that show the public believes the United States has lost control

" of events there, it may also be the more important measure. Rampaging mobs, acts of sabotage,

‘ inCendiary clerics, terrorist bombings--these are the sorts of things Americans can do without on the
. evening news. And, if the president intends to sustain public support, he will have to see that Iraq does
~ without them as well. Even 1f that means more money, more troops and, yes, more casualties.

9/2/2003
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 May 26,2003 -

- Condolc_e77a Rice ’ ‘ s
Assistant to the Presxdeut for Nauonzl Sccunty Affa.ltq P
"The White House : :
11600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500 -

Deat Dr. Rice, -

I am wriring, Exst, to express my profound appreclatLon to and your superb staff for all the excellent
behind-the-scencs work you did to make the recently passed Global AIDS bill H.R. 1298 a reality for
fighting HTV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa and the Caribbean. We have admired you fot the fine job
you have done in your tolc as National Security Adviser to the President You have made th«. black
commumty ‘proud as an cxample of excellence and intellectual acl:uevcmcnt

We are W(.]l aware of much of the ha.rd Work you have done on behalf of the issue of HIV/ AIDS in
" Aftica since President Bush first took office in 2001. ‘God bless you for youx comn-ntment to that
contment and its people. :

Also, we conuncnd Dr. jenday1 Frazer for her fine work that we witnessed in full display at a recent
. Whitc House briefing on the Globa.l AJ.DS legislatlon before a group of testy rehgmus '
- ﬁmdamentﬂhsts

. Iam also wrmng to invite you to ‘come to be honored at the West Angeles Cathedral ata Sunday
' motning setvice on August 24; 2003, This sctvice comes at the conclusion of our Fitst National
~ Black Church Summit on AIDS, Aftica and United States Foreign Policy, that is being held
~ from August 19 — 22, 2003. As you may know, I am the pastor of a 24,000-member church in Los
Angeles. I would be honored to publicly recognizc the exttaordmaxy work that Pzes1dent Bush has -
‘ done on behalf of Africa and bex oxphans , .

- ,I would apprecmte hea.nng ftom yout ofﬁce Whethex you would be able to visit W1th us on August 24
I may be r&ched at my Los Angeles ofﬂce above ’ : :

n I-hs Servw:

* BISHOP CHARLESE, BI_AICE , :
Chait, Steeting Committee, Pan Afncan Chnnsmatlc Evangchcal Congress
‘ Pastor West Ang,-(.lcs Church of God in Christ, Los Angcles C ahfortua '
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‘Colin L. Powell -

- Secretary of State

- U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW :
Washimrton, DC’ZOSZO

) Deax Sccretary Powe]l,

On behalf of the Pau A_Enca.n Cham.mauc Fvaugehcal Congtess (PACEC) I would hke to invite you
to be the keynote speaker for our August 19 - 22, 2003 event, the First National Black Church
* Summit on AIDS, Africa and United States Forexgn Policy. The Congress seeks to shape

humanitarian respon:.cs to the development crisis in Aﬁnca on the patt of the black chmch 1 the -
us.. S : .

Th.ts event, to be held at the West Angeles C.zithcd.ral in Los A.noeles, will invite 1000 black pastors,
informed laypetsons, as well as other U.S. policy clites from government, acadetnia, and rescatch
© institutes. The summit’s goal is to develop bipartisan parinetships between the Bush Admlmstmtmn
.. and the US. blacL chm:ch w1th rcsl;acct to forelgn and development pohcy toward Afuca

S Its ob]ect:ves ate to: npplaud the Bush Admm.ustr:auon for 1ts efforts on behalf of Afnca., 1de11L1fy
. Africa policy areas of mutual intexest; position the PACEC asa key actor in policy. debates on Afnca, '
and; educate black clergy about Africa pohcy 1ssues in ordet to. eqmp them to zdvocate effect:tvely

The Congress is well awate of Africa’s nsmg nattonzl security 1mpor.tance In recent years, the spread‘
of radical Islam through frontline states on the continent, such as Nigetia, Kenya, and elsewhere has
‘necessitated the re-examination of Africa’s role in geopolitics. Moteover, the instability of Middle -
.. Eastern soutces of oil and the analysis of the HIV /AIDS pandemic as a national secudty threat have
- caused Africa to fise to the top of the agenda of United States foreign and development policy elite.
* Your visit to key African states \mdcrscored the mcreased 1mpozt.mce of the. contment in the Bmh
Adrmmstmuon s agenda ' : : : - sl

L .['he Congress welcorneq thc Bush Adm.tmsinuon s new cou::se of action with rcsPcct to rhe forelgn
~and devclopment pohcy of the United States towazd Africa. We shate much of the concem that
govetnmental instirations in dmrelopmg countries can be inefficient, ineffective, and too fa.r removed
from rhe problem to be effective in the arca of development assistance.
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-Moreover as a network of non—state acrors, we recogn.uc the value of non—govcrnmenm.l -
- organizations (INGOs), which ate oftcn mot¢ ttanaparcnt, accountabl(_, and cffident. Finally, we arc
plca>ed that thé Bush Administration tecognizes the key role that faith-based progtams can play in
-cartying out development work. In sub- Saharan Africa, such institutions Play a central rolein .
o addt(.ssm.g a range of development issues, inicluding the HIV/AIDS pandemic. (Another of our -
. institotioqs, the Paa African Children’s Fund (PACF) has been raising substantial amounts of money
- from the black church and the entertainment mdustr:y to address the continent’s burgeomng AIDS
otphan populauon We fund orphan care mstltutlons m scvcral African cou.ntnes) )

e addmon to inviting you to be our keynotc >peake.r my wife and I would like you to attend 2. xpccml

reception for about 25 people at my residence in Beverly Hills after your address. U.S. pohcy elites

' -and selected celebrities will attend. We hope to further the dlscussmu of Afnca-related i1ssues in a
-more comfortable, informal settmo '

It is my sincerest hope that you Wﬂl lend your m51ght and expertise to th1s summit. lts analysm fOCu.S _
and capacity to generate measurable outcomes will b(. gtcatly cnhanccd by your paruc1pat10n I may

be tcac]:u.d at my Los Angeles office above

o InHls Scfviéé‘i;v

. BIQHOPCHARLEbE BLake R - SRR
~ Chair, Steeting Committce, Pan Afncan Chaﬂsmatlc Evangehcal Congress - :
- Pastor, West Angeles Chuxch of Godm Chnst, Los Angclcs California
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FAX

Karl Rove, 2024560191

To;, James Towey, 202-456—7387 ' ,,Fr‘?m’ - Rev. Eugene F Rivers 3d
David Kuo _ "
Pages:2 R Date: 6/23/2003

Re: Fxrst Nahonal Black Church Sumrmt on AIDS Africa and U.S. Forelgn Poltcy, : -
* - dates-TBA ' . ‘

© OUrgent D ForReview [ Please vCermment_ I Please Reply [ Please Recycle

Géntlemen,

As y0u are all aware, Blshop Blake and the Pan-African Chansmahc Evangelical Co::gress, on
the 26 of May, sent invitations to Secretary of State Colin Powell and National Security Advisor -
Condoleezza Rice to participate in an August event at the West Angeles Cathedral, The purpose
of the event was Lo educate the major Black Church leaders and 1000 black clergy from across the
' US. The related objective was to celebrate the achievements of the Bush Administration
~ regarding Africa and to publicly communicate our support for the administration’s initiatives.
Additionally, Bishop Blake was going to host a VIP reception with major figures from the black
entertainment community in Los Angeles. Such figures as Denzel Washington, Angela Bassett,
Samuel L. Jackson, Magic Johnson, and Reginald Hudlin would be among those invited. Also,
~ invitations were extended to Bishop T, D. Jakes, Creflo Dollar, Bishop Eddic Long, etal. This~ |
‘eventwas to be hosted by Bishop Blake at his home in Beverly Hills. It should be emphasized
that we have been doing extensive outreach across denominations to make this a genuinely
ecumenical initiative. We have a solid mailing list of 54,000 black churches across the US'that we
would uHlize to publicize these events. This database cames from our work thxough the Pan-
' Afm:a.n Cluldren s Fund wluch isan ecumemcal humanitatian agency ’ -

: As you are all awam, Bxshop Blake was the ﬁ:rst ma]or Ieague Black Church lr.-ader to support
“and endorse the Bush adminisiration’s initiatives regarding Africa in January of 2001, in the
“Pastoral letter to President Bush on Healing our Racial Divide”. We were informedby Dr.
' Rice s office that oux proposed date would not work and we are still waiting ko hear from Gen -
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. P0we11‘s office. Thisisan extremely xmportant event for the Black Church nationally, and
- Bishop Blake has put his reputation and standing on the line in support of the President’s faith-

based initiatives. In January of 2001, we extended an inyitation to the President to come to the
cathedral For understandable reasons, his schedule did not permit. Gentlemen, we are prepared
to organize our swrumit around the availability of Gen. Powell and Dr. Rice, because we clearly
recognize how exiremely busy they are, for very obvious reasons. Any assistance that you could
give us on getting some good dates between now and November wotld be deeply appreciated.

.On this matter, we now need your SUppott

Karl we have put ourselves on the line, because what the President has done in the examples of
Colin Powell, Condoleezza Rice, and his AIDS bill is the right thing. It is impottant that the ‘
administration show its support of blatk leaders justas it has done for Franklin Graham, Chuck

_ Colson, James Dobson, etal. '

.. Gene -yo man!-

P S. Karl would hke to do dinner with you and your buddy, Donna Brazile, to talk about areas
of common interest Also, I will be lookmg forward to WOrkmg with Donna on argamzing these
cvenis i - .

C TOTAL P.B2
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PA CEC _
PanAfrican

Charismatic Evangelical © Headquarters: PACEC; 3045 South Grenshaw Bivd, Los Angeles, GA 90016 (323) 733-1048

‘ C O N G R E S S o : www.pacec.orq PACEC, 411 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02124 (617) 378-7213
 May 26,2003
Dear President Bush,

We of the Pan African Chatismatic Evangehcal Congress. (Ww PACEC.ozg), a community of black
. Christian clergy, intellectuals, and informed laypersons, wish to pubhcly coment on your
. "Administration’s recent steps toward allcvmung the HIV /A]DS ctisis in sub-Saharan Afncan and the
Canbbean ' : : :

We want to commcnd you and your staff for your actlon n getﬁng the House of Representatives to
pass the Global AIDS bill H.R.1298, and we eagetly await jts passage in the Senate, and the full

. appropsation of funds to transform its goals into reality. On bchalf of blacks in the United States and
the test of the black world, we want Lo SAy 2 h(.artfelt Lhank you.” '

We tealize that it took great tc:nac1ty on you.t pav:t to stand for honest and fragk approa.chcs to the
needs of HIV/ATDS prevention and treatment among the affected populations in Africa and the

- Caribbean. We appreciate your realism, integrity, and courage in standing up to the radical '
fundamentalists of your own. paxty who sought to dilute or du.aﬂ this humanitariag igitiative by the .
United States. - . '

We haw. not forgotten that your commtnncnt of $'15 billion dollars to fight HIV/AIDS in sub-
- Saharan Africa and the Caribbean dwatfs immensely the feeble and paltry efforts of yout predecessor,
 President C]mton, who could oply find a mere $200 million dollars for this effort duting his entire
~ eight years in office. The black American electorate and we shall rerain mindful of this distinct and
‘stark difference in tangible commitment to the most vulnerable in the human community today, as
we continue to contetnplate the true naturc. and motal and cthlca,l compass of the two majot paxues

We also should like to take this 0ppoztumty to thank and praise you for thc presence of you:: L
' ‘Secretary of State Colin L. Powell, the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs
* Condoleezza Rice, and your Senior Director for African Affairs Dr. Jendayi E. Fraver, for their
titeless efforts behind the scencs in exercising an intellectually and morally robust humanitarian
diplomacy in pleading g the cause of millions of defenseless men and women, widows and orphz.ns,
~.who have suffered as a result of the HIV/AIDS epldennc |
- We also rise to commcnd your active and v151b1c :,upport of Sccretary Powell, whom, while
iroplementing your global diplotnacy, has been the object of derision by extremist clements in t-_he
' Republican Party, fringe characters in the American neoconsetvative movement, and agents of
foreign interests, with attacks that many would tegard as astonishingly un-Amertican especially during
a ime of war. Yout public affirmation of Sceretaty Powell stands as a sound and sharp rebuke to
~ ‘those who would otherwise \mderrmnc Amenca 5 mltlanves for more humane policies toward the
nations of thc earth. : ‘ :
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In closing, we should like for the White House Office of Public Lisison at its eatliest oppoitunity to
host a formal bneﬁ.ng for black rehglous lc 1dcrz, on ' the lmplemeutauon of the Global AIDS -
: leglslauon once it is passed into law.

‘We pledge to cormnue to pray for your and yout Admlmstmtlon that you might continue to be o
gulded by the Divine Wisdom. , ;

In HIS S::rvicc:,’

BISHOP CHARLESE. BLAKl: ' ‘
~ Chair, Stecring Comimittee, Pan Ajnczn (,hansmatlc Evangehc:al Congress
Pastox, West Angclc:s Chun.h of God n Ch.nst, Los Angclcs Cahfomm

PS. A< you are aware, we extended an 1r1v1tat10n through Katl Rove to mv1te you to come to speak at

- the West Angeles Carthedral. We again extend 2 warm invitation to you to speak on the issue of Africa
and US. formgn policy. We would consider ir an honor and pleasure to rec0gm7e your Work and '
commitmeat on tlns issue. o ‘
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A Pastoral Letter
 to President George W. Bush
on Brza’gzng Ozzr Racm/ Dzz/zde

Dear President Bush:

We write to you as Llack pastors and Christian intélléctuals spenkmg truth to power, and r:pre.sc:ﬂﬁng the voicés and
interests of millions of defenscless children from Harlem to Hatrare. We have a pastoral concern over the rancor and
bitreeness that has arisea duriag the Pd—*-f s:vera] weeks, ‘stémming from the process of the Ncrvcmbt:r 2000 Pn:mdenual
election,

As you are well aware, many in the black cotitmunity pcrccivt thcmbclvc:. as having been politici]ly discafranchiscd,
which is understandable due to the lamentable history of race rclations in this country. Given the all-foo-reccat history of
legalized discrimination, African-Americans can nevet be p]eased whea votes arc not counted for relﬁsons that, whatever
the ultimate reality, even appear to disenfranchise American citivens. This is true regardless of the race of those affected,

_ and rankles all the mote when the offense is grovnded in rank political motives. The fact thzlt black votes were

* disproportionately “cast out” in Florida gives the Copgressional Black Cancus and other black leaders a legitimate reason
to be esPecully upset about the Supreme CoutT’s resolution of thc clection com:esl in Florida.

. As pzstor\ who care for the poor on 2 dm.ly basis, we beheve in thc nced for results, not thetoric. On behalf of those we .
serve, we zecognize, therefore, the need not to sfisk permancntly alienating other Democtatic leaders and burnjng all
<ymbol.1c brdges ‘to your Administration and white conservative Republican leaders, least of all jover a few cabinct
appointments. It is especially impottant not to inflame the debate over cabinet nominees with facile charpes of racism.

Such appointments, if they are to be fought, should be fought hard, on the policy ments of the respeckive nominees. ‘

However, rather than further racialize what may bc somc fundamental and honest policy differeaces between your

-Administradon and many in the black community, we think it better to focus on common areas of|potential agréement.

where your Administration could make an historic difference in the lives of millions of black people here and abroad. We -
~ haves specxﬁc sct of practwal proposa]s that we are. aak.m.g you t6 gtve substantwc con51dcrat10n. Ce

First, we st:tongly encoumge you 10 follo‘w tbrough on yourt prcviously stated commitment in your mccting with religious -’
Jeaders on December 20, 2000 to make Africa “a high priority.” Spcclﬁcally, we ¢all upon your Adsuinistration to wotk -
with Congress to immediately end unileterally cancel the dcbrs of the nations of sub-Saharan Africa, and ask other -
muldlatcral lcndmg institutions to do:likewise. Such cancellation, should be, in our judgment, conditioned on the usc of
said debt savings by these countrics for fighting the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The specific focus of these efforts should be in
the form of prevention, treatment, the creation of approprate health care infrastructures, and the (care of widows and
orphans who have lost spouses and parents to AIDS. We too. belicve that African leaders must also |be held accountable -
for their failures to respond. compasszonately to the suﬂ'enng of their people. : S

We also call for thc Administration to mpplment the:.e efforts to ﬁght HIV /AIDS in wub—Saharm Africa by allocating
an additional 2 billion dollars pex year for the next ten years in humanirarian aid. At lcast two-thirds of these funds should
be chanrieled through faith-bascd and commumty bascd rchcf and aid orgamzauons in ordcr to gct tllxc: maximam volume
of resources to those in need , »
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J.ummg to domeshc issues, we ask that the Adﬂumstmuou provldc resoutces for, and devclop 2 plsn to Implement
universal medical cage coverag, mcludmg 2 radical expansion of Medicaid child hcalth care fundmg 50 a$ O ensure every
child in Amencg regardless of race, rcccrvcs health care.

Second, we want the Admindstration to cxplicitly promise that thc rcauthorization of the 1996 welfare fegime in 2002 will
inchadc a funded Presidential plan to radically expand c]-uld care and orhe_r amcﬂmy services to eage the ttausmon to wark
by those on the welfare rolls.

Third, we want the Administration, and particularly thc Department of Jusdee, to take 2 positian against the prohfcmuon
of pdsons. The Administration should create and fund a plan for achieving zero pnson growth in the [1.S. by the year
2005 ot sooner, along with a plan to radically exp;md public and private help for pnsoners children.

Fou::th, since prevention is such a vxml part of rcducmg cILmr‘:, we also call on the Bush Admxmsr.tauOn to focus on the
needs of youth, particularly urban youth. We recomuwend two major initiatives: a) providing funding for academic and
recreational aftexschool programming in major urban centers, and b) developing a well-funded plan to assist urban and
rural school systems to improve the quality of their teachers and administrators through increased sa]ancs and higher
standards fot entry into the ptofessxon. o . :

Fifth, we want the Department of jusuce ‘to fund mmupahues to gat.hf;r statistics on racial proﬁ].!ng 'I'hc Bush
Administration must also fund those untversity-based research centers that have heen assisting municipalitics with the .
dara-gathering process. :

Finally, Mr. President, we request a meetiog with 37011, Secretary of State Colin Powell and National Security Advisor '
Condnleszza Rice to discuss foreign and developmeut policy for Afncn We also request a second mecting to discuss thc
other issues taised in tlu'i letter. :

We think that prompt action by your Admimsu'auon with the new Cong,tess on these proposals will go far to allay the
fears of many in our community concerning the meaning of “compassionate conservatism.” Dr_-;pﬂc all, black Amedicans
. aze prepared to know Republicans by their works. This would representa umque opportumty fox your Admmnmhcm ;
- andParty to demonstrate to the world its good will townrd black America.

In Christ,

_.Jinuzty 22, 2001

* BISHOP CHARLES E. BLAKE
- Chair, Stcering Committee,
Pan African Charismadc Evangelical Cong:ess
. Pastor, West Angeles Church of God in Clmst
.. Los Angeles Cahfomxa :

- BISHOP T D.JAKES
" Senior Pastor

-~ The Potter's House
‘Dallas, Texas

Reverend Charles E. Browu
Pastor : -
Full Gospel Church of God in Chmt

* New Orleans, Loulsmnz : '



v

PACEC
PanAfrican

Charismatic Evangelical o Headquarters: PACEC, 3045 South Grenshaw Bivd, Los Angeles, CA 90016 (323) 7331048
_ C ON G RE S S G S WWW.pacec.or - EACEC, 411 Washington.Street, Boston, MA 02124 (617) 3737273

Operatlon ]oseph

_ “Ajnmrz-/lmeman 5 /z;ée the biblical ﬁgm ]o.rqpb b _pro.;pmd in the land qf their captivify. God.is now ml/zng the
. Black church in the Unsted States to turn back and help our African brothers and sisters as they :tmgg!e agazmt the
' ' AID.S' _pwzdamc Mz//zom qf children await our response.”

: -BlShOp Charlcs h Blake, St..

Opetatlon ]oseph is an: ecumemca], fa.tth based educauonzl and scrvice program creabed by B1shop
- Charles E. Blake, Sr., Pre51dent of the¢ Pan African Charismatic Evangelical Congress v
’ (www PACEC.org), focusing on the long term need of AIDS orphans in sub-Saharan Africa. Worldng
in collaboration with the Pan African Children’s Fund’s Save Africa’s Childien program, withan = -
- assortment of faith-based Protestant and Catholic NGOs, Operation Joseph will develop a new faith-
‘based, policy-otiented class of young black Americans in the United States through setvice, education
- and training for WO.tk with the most Vulnt.mble Aﬁican AIDS orphans and their families. ' )

) MISSION | |

: ‘l'he mission of Opcranon ]oseph is to recrult, educate train a.nd placc black hlbh school, college and »
graduate students, semminarians, clergy and lay leaders of African descent grounded in the historic U.S.-
black church to setve in, and prov1de support for, ATDS otphans care projects in sub-Saharan Africa.
Opexat(on Joseph is a Christian initiative, philosoph.lca]ly g:rounded in the Gospel values of peace and
justice as taught by]cbus Chast. : .

'GOALS”

FOSTERJ.NG Gc)ODWHJ s ' S ~ '

- Among the goals of Operauon _]oseph is to promote international cooperauon sohdanty, and -

- friendship. It also seeks to provide services to African children who are victims of the AIDS

- holocaust. We also want to promote berter understanding between Africans on the Contnent and
people of African descent in the United States. The progtam will also be open to other groups of
goodwﬂl that Would be tcsponstve to blacL leadersh.tp in this effort. ;

Operation Joseph ~ Co_m'@t Pap;r{ May 26, 2003 v
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_MEMORANDUM FOR KARL ROVE .
N THROUGH ISRAEL HERNANDEZ
FROM: TIFFANY WATKINS
cc: | LEZLEE WESTINE

l SUBJEC'T PanAF RICAN Charlsmatlc Evangehcal CONGRESS First Nat10na1 Black

S Church Summ1t on AIDS Afrlca and U. S Forelgn Pohcy

Blshop Charles Blake and Reverend Eugene Rlvers have been supportive of the Pre51dent s

* Africa and Faith Based Initiatives. An event with over 1,000 faith based leaders and premier

' Afrlcan American entertainers would provide an excellent venue to celebrate and
_communicate the President’s achievements on Africa and his other administrative 1n1tiative_s. .
I recommend that the event be held at the convenience of Dr. Rlce s and/or Secretary

Powell s schedule before the end of 2()()3 '
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L, KarlRove 202- se0191 e

]ames Towey, 202-456—7387 T S _'r\el‘Rlverssd T
- David Kuo AR , o
o Pages 2 - o Date 6/23/2003

Re; F1rst National Black Church Summlt on. AIDS Afrlca and U.S. Forei, gn Pohcy

dates TBA
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" QGentlemen,

" As you are all aware, Bishop Blake and the Pan-African Charismatic Evangelical Congress, on
the 262 of May, sent invitations to Secretary of State Colin Powell and National Security Advisor
 Condoleezza Rice to participate in an August event at the West Angeles Cathedral. The purpose
- of the event was Lo educate the major Black Church leaders and 1000 black clergy from across the
' US. The related objective was to celebrate the achievements of the Bush Administration '
- regarding Africa and to publicly communicate our support for the administration’s initiatives.
. Additionally, Bishop Blake was going to hosta VIP reception with major figures from the black
‘entertainment community in Los Angeles. Such flgures as Denzel Washington, Angela Bassett,
Samuel L. Jackson, M agic Johnson and Reginald Hudlin would be among those invited. Also,
" invitations were extended to Bishop T. D. Jakes, Creflo Dollar, Bishop Eddie Long, et al. ‘This ‘
" .event was to be hosted by Bishop Blake at his home in Beverly Hills. It should be emphasized -
 that we have been doing extensive outreach across denominations to make this a genuinely.
ecumenical initiative. We have a solid mailing list of 54,000 black churches across the US that we
. would utilize to publicize these events. This database comes from our work through the Pan-
African Chlldren s Fund whlch isan ecumcrucal humamtanan agency

As you are all aware, Bxshop Blake was the first major lcague Black Church leader to qupport
"and endorse the Bush administration’s initiatives regarding Africa in ]anuary of 2001, in the

“Pastoral letter to President Bush on Healing our Racial Divide”. We were informed by Dr.

‘Rice’s office that our propoaed date would not work and we are still wmtmg to hear from Gen.
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- Powell’s office. This is an extremely important event for the Black Church nationally, and
Bishop Blake has put his reputation and standing on the line in support of the President’s faith-
based initiatives. In January of 2001, we extended an invitation to the President to come to the -

" cathedral. For understandable reasons, his schedule d1d not permit. Gentlemen, we are prepared -
to organize our summit around the availability of Gen. Powell and Dr. Rice, because we clearly
_recognwe how extremely busy they are, for very obvious reasons. Any assistance that you could
give us on getting some good dates between now and November would be' deeply apprec1aled
On this matter, we now need your support " e

‘Karl we have put ourselves on the lme, bgcaube what the Pr081dcnt has done in the e =xample> of -
Colin Powell, Condoleezza Rice, and his AIDS bill is the right thing. It is important that the
- administralion show its support of black 1eaders just as 1t lmb done for Franklin Graham, Chuck .

Colson, ]ameb Dobson et al

Gene - yo man!

P S. Karl, would like to do dinner with you and your buddy, Donna Brazile, to talk about areas
of coimmeon mterest Also, I wﬂl be Iookmg forward to workmg with Donna on organizing these
events . g - :

- TOTAL P.22
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~ September 12, 2003

Senator Judd Gregg
United States Senate '
339 Russell Senate Office Building
. Washington, DC 20510 ‘ :

Dear _Senatﬁr Grégg: '

" On behalf of the millions of faﬁ:ilies represehted by Oﬁr organizations we are writing to
express our strong support of Congressman Dave Weldon’s amendment to the FY04

Commerce Justice State appropriations bill (HR 2799) that was adopted by the House 111' '

July. This amendment simply legislates that the Patent Office cannot approve a patent on
a human organism. In short, humans should not be considered pmperty This is the
‘pohcy currently held by thc Patent Office and it is time to cod1fy tlus policy in law

* As the Senate Appropnauons Subcommmee on Commcrce Justice, State and the - .
Judiciary begins work on the same appropriations bill, we ask you to protect the Weldon
amendment, We are thankful for your commitment over the years to defend the dignity

T AR VRV

- of life, especially in your work as chairman of this committee. With respect to your work

‘with this appropnauons bill, we ask that at a minimum you protect the amendment in the
conference report, or in any potential omnibus bill. Life, as the President has said, should
not be treated as a commodity to be bought and sold, but as a precious gift from God.

This modest amendment is an 1mportant protection of life ﬁ-om those who would destroy - e

life for a profit margm

The th:reat of such frankenstemxan science is very real, espec1a11y in light of the recent
story of the creation of a male-female human embryo hybrid. It is time to enact
legislation that would proh1b1t the manipulation of human life in this way, especially
when human patenting is economically motivated and morally bankrupt, The Weldon

amendment takes a step in the right du'ecnon and 1ts protectionis a top priority for our - |

orgamzatlons
‘ Smcerely,
American Famlly Association . Pamily Research Council .
- Christian Legal Society B .+ Focus on the Family
- Coalitions for America : : Religious Freedom Coalition

- Concerned Women for America - Tradition, Family, Property, Inc.
et KarlRove o o : |
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. Hello and meeting with Peter Wehner - - o Page.1 of 2

A | Vi

‘Wehner, Peter H.

‘From: . Gribbin, DJ [DJ.Gribbin@fwa.dotgov] | S | 4

Sent:  Tuesday, August 19, 2003 7:34 AM _ —~

To: Wehner, Peter H. - , - o~ Q:ﬁﬂw

: : gCO"\ \\

Subject FW: Hello and meetlng wrth Peter Wehner R 7~ s (g

Pete, :

One of my old colleagues is interested in talking environment with you (sée below). Alex is a Harvard graduate,
former DOJ lawyer, and jUSt a nice person. | don't know the degree to which you are interested in envrronmental
issues, but if you are, Alex is a good resource. ,

D

-----Original Message-----

From: Beehler, Alex [mailto:BeehlerA@kochind.com]-
Sent: Monday, August 18, 2003 4:47 PM

To: Gribbin, D]

SubJect' Hello and meetlng wrﬁ\ Peter Wehner

Dear D.J.,

I hope that things are goung well for you and that four weeks has been relatively smooth adjustment for you.

lam wondenng whether you could introduce me to Peter Wehner. Quick background. One of my goals within
the Foundations environmental strategy is to reframe the focus 6f general policy discussion from "environmental
protection”[ process-oriented, protect status quo;people and nature segregated] to "environmental
improvement” [ focused on results- measures and willingness to experiment; innovation, forward-looking, market-
based solutions; people and nature inclusive). | have discussed the idea favorably with Jonathan Rauch, senior
writer for " National Journal", and have approached Gregg Easterbrook about the possibility of the foundations
funding him through Brookings Institution to write and speak on this issue. Gregg is very interested.

- It occurred to me that perhaps someone within the Administration might be interested in this effort. Jonathan
Rauch suggested that Peter Wehner, whom he did not know very well, might be such a person. Today, in the
course of cleaning out e-mail backlog, | discovered an e-mail from Peter Wehner. praising Gregg Easterbrook’s
work debunking environmental fatalism which had been forwarded by youto me and others in the office. This has
inspired me to inquire how well do you know Peter, would Peter likely be interested in hearing about my efforts in
this regard, and would you be willing to help facilitate a meeting ? | look forward to hearing from you.

_Best Wishes,

Alex

8/19/2003
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. ¥

;= ‘Alex Beehler : . RN
~ Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation

655 15th Street, NW, Suite 445 "

Washington; DC 20005 .

202-737-8361 direct dial

202'737-8111 fax -

 8/19/2003
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