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Talking Points: Progress in the War on Terror
October 28, 2003

Today’s Action

At a Rose Garden press conference today, President Bush updated the nation on the War on Terror.
Below are excerpts from his remarks.
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On Recent Diplomatic Successes: “Nations such as Australia, Thailand, Indonesia and the
Philippines are fighting terrorism in their own region. Their leaders understand the importance
of our continuing work in Afghanistan and Iraq. Liberating the people of those nations from
dictatorial regimes was an essential step in the war on terror. And the world is safer today
because Saddam Hussein and the Taliban are gone. We're now working with many nations to
make sure Afghanistan and Iraq are never again a source of terror and danger for the rest of the
world. Our coalition against terror has been strengthened in recent days by U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1511. This endorses a multinational force in Iraq under U.S. command,
encourages other nations to come to the aid of the Iraqi people. Last week a donor conference
in Madrid brought together more than 70 nations to discuss future contributions to Iraqi
reconstruction. America appreciates the recent announcements of financial commitments to
Iraq offered by many of the donors at the conference.”

On the Supplemental: “Our purpose Is clear and certain: Iraq and Afghanistan will be stable,
independent nations and their people will live in freedom. This essential goal in the war on
terror requires continued American leadership, and the continued support of Congress. The
House and the Senate are now considering my supplemental request for operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Most of this money is for the safety and success of our military, for their pay, for
their weapons, ammunition, body armor, vehicles, fuel and for every other resource they need
to carry out their mission. Part of the money is for reconstruction -- from the training of Afghan
and Iraqi police and military personnel to the building of schools and clinics. These funding
requests are just as critical to the overall success in Iragq. | commend the House and the
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Senate for approving the supplemental request. | urged both Houses of Congress to reach
agreement soon on a final bill so these vital funds can go quickly to where they are needed.”

On the Recent Attacks in Baghdad: “Basically, what they're trying to do is cause people to
run. They want to kill and create chaos. That's the nature of a terrorist, that's what terrorists
do. They commit suicide acts against innocent people and then expect people to say, well,
gosh, we better - better not try to fight you anymore. We're trying to determine the nature of
who these people were.... The Baathists try to create chaos and fear because they realize that
a free Iraq will deny them the excessive privileges they had under Saddam Hussein. The
foreign terrorists are trying to create conditions of fear and retreat because they fear a free and
peaceful state in the midst of the part of the world where terror has found recruits, that freedom
Is exactly what terrorists fear the most....... [T]hey're not going to intimidate America and they're
not going to intimidate the brave Iragis who are actively participating in securing the freedom of
their country.”

On Our Strategy for Improving Security: “It's dangerous in Iraq because there are people
who can't stand the thought of a free and peaceful Iraq. [t is dangerous in Iraq because there
are some who believe that we're soft, that the will of the United States can be shaken by
suiciders -- and suiciders who are willing to drive up to a Red Cross center, a center of
international help and aid and comfort, and just kill. It's the same mentality, by the way, that
attacked us on September the 11th, 2001: we'll just destroy innocent life and watch the great
United States and their friends and allies crater in the face of hardship.... Our strategy in Iraq is
to have strike forces ready and capable to move quickly as we gather actionable
intelligence......[T]he best way to deal with them is to harden targets, harden assets as best as
you can.... But, as well, that we've got to make sure that not only do we harden targets, but that
we get actionable intelligence to intercept the missions before they begin. That means more
Iraqis involved in the intelligence-gathering systems in their country so that they are active
participants in securing the country from further harm. Remember, the action in Irag.... to get
rid of Saddam Hussein was widely supported by the Iragi people. And.....the actions that we're
taking to improve their country are supported by the Iragi people. And it's going to be very
important for the Iraqi people to play an active role in fighting off the few who are trying to
destroy the hopes of the many.”
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