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Talking Points: Progress in the War on Terror
October 9, 2003

Message of the Week

™

» In remarks to National Guard and Reserve members in New Hampshire, President Bush stated
America’s clear resolve and commitment to winning the War on Terror.

o In New Hampshire today, President Bush said, “In this new kind of war, America is
following a new strategy. We are not waiting for further attacks. We are
striking our enemies before they can strike us again.”

» Despite the successes so far, the danger posed by the terrorists is still real. Since
September 11, the terrorists have struck in other cities around the world, and they continue to
plot against the people of the United States.

o While some have argued that America should retreat from its responsibilities and hope
for the best, President Bush pledged that “We will fight this war until the work is done”

\%

In Iraq, during the six months since the statue of Saddam Hussein was pulled down in
Baghdad, America’s forces have remained on the offensive, rounding up Saddam
holdouts and foreign terrorists. And Americans are bringing peace and stability to Iraq by
helping the Iraqi people build a free nation and achieve self-governance — essential work that
will increase our own security.

o President Bush said, “A stable, and democratic, and hopeful Irag will no longer be a
breeding ground for terror, tyranny, and aggression. Free nations are peaceful nations.
Our work in Iraq is essential to our own security — and no band of murderers and
gangsters will stop that work, or shake the will of America.”

Recent Progress in Iraq




» Uncovering the Full Truth About Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction Programs: U.S.
inspectors have found clear evidence that Saddam Hussein was in violation of UN Resolution
1441, which gave him a final chance to disarm. Among the early findings:

o Irag’s intelligence service ran a clandestine network of biological labs and safehouses,
and deadly biological organisms were concealed in scientists’ homes.

o Newly documented links between Iraq and North Korea have been discovered that
would have enabled Iraq to make missiles with ranges of up to 1,300 kilometers — a
clear violation of the UN Resolution limiting Iraq to missiles with a range of 150
kilometers or less.

o Inspectors have also uncovered systematic efforts to sanitize or destroy documents,
computers, equipment, and other materials related to WMD work.

» America’s Allies - Helping to Win the War on Terror and the Peace in Iraq: Dozens of
nations are working with the United States to bring peace and stability to Iraq. And America’s
armed forces are not “going it alone” in their important mission. More than 24,000 troops have
been contributed by 32 countries. Eleven of the 19 NATO nations have forces in Irag. The
United Kingdom and Poland are leading multi-national divisions in Iraq — the Polish division
alone includes forces from 17 different nations.

Iraqis Beginning to Provide Their Own Security: Volunteers for the new Iraqgi Civil Defense
Corps are signing up to play a direct role in the security of their neighborhoods and country. ‘It
s a good job because | will protect my country,” said Tasim Hamsed. Tasim learned about the
civil defense corps by reading a coalition newspaper and talking with a representative from his
neighborhood council. “(The council representative) told me there is a program to protect
against thieves, looters and attackers,” Tasim said. Before Tasim and the rest of the recruits
can begin helping the coalition secure the country, they will go through a thorough training
program.

‘r’/

In Case You Missed It

From “What Kay Found” by Secretary of State Colin Powell. October 7 Washington Post

“The interim findings of David Kay and the Iraq Survey Group make two things abundantly clear:
Saddam Hussein's Iraq was in material breach of its United Nations obligations before the Security
Council passed Resolution 1441 last November, and Iraq went further into breach after the resolution
was passed.”

“Kay's interim findings offer detailed evidence of Hussein's efforts to defy the international community to
the last. The report describes a host of activities related to weapons of mass destruction that ‘should
have been declared to the U.N.’ It reaffirms that Iraq's forbidden programs spanned more than two
decades, involving thousands of people and billions of dollars.”

“‘What the world knew last November about Iraq's weapons of mass destruction programs was enough



to justify the threat of serious consequences under Resolution 1441. What we now know as a result of
David Kay's efforts confirms that Hussein had every intention of continuing his work on banned

weapons despite the U.N. inspectors, and that we and our coalition partners were right to eliminate the
danger that his regime posed to the world.”
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