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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 6, 2004

NATIONAL SECURITY PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE/NSPD-34

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY 
THE SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 

NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2004-2012 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile
Plan (U)

Nuclear forces remain a major element in U.S. national security 
strategy. Ensuring U.S. nuclear forces have the right types and 
quantities of nuclear warheads is critical to achieving defense 
policy goals. Likewise, maintaining the infrastructure that 
supports nuclear warheads, reserves of tritium, and special 
nuclear material is essential to sustaining reliable operations. 
(U)

This NSPD approves and directs implementation of the Nuclear 
Weapons Stockpile Plan for FY 2004-2012. The Department of 
Defense (DOD) is authorized custody of the warhead types and 
quantities reflected in Table 1 (attached) for the years 
specified in the plan. The next Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Plan 
should be submitted to me by September 30, 2005. Additionally, 
the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
shall be advised of any changes that exceed plus or minus 10 
percent of the total stockpile for each year. (U)
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While there is no immediate requirement for new nuclear weapon 
production, it is vital to our national security to restore the 
capability to deliver new, certified weapons to the stockpile in 
a timely manner. (U)

There are a number of activities required to ensure stockpile 
sustainment and reliable operations. The following nuclear 
weapon activities are authorized for the period of this plan:

• Consistent with environmental, safety, and health standards, 
the Department of Energy (DOE) shall disassemble those 
quantities of nuclear warheads and produce nuclear warhead 
parts necessary to maintain the approved stockpile, and shall 
provide additional nuclear weapon parts as necessary for 
development and flight test programs. Until the nuclear 
weapons infrastructure is restored, risk will be managed 
through a balancing of retirements and disassemblies 
consistent with giving priority to refurbishing those warheads 
needed to support deployments. Non-deployed warheads will 
serve as a reserve and, in some specific cases, retired 
warheads awaiting disassembly may be returned to the stockpile 
to substitute for warheads that experience an unforeseen 
technical failure. (U)

• DOE, in coordination with DOD, shall authorize changes to 
custody plans for retired warheads in order to meet 
disassembly schedules that satisfy the safe and secure storage 
and transportation standards of each Department. (U)

(b)(1)6.2(a)

Previous Guidance (U)

This Directive supersedes the following documents, which are 
hereby rescinded:

• PDD-46, Fiscal Year 1996-2001 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Plan,
March 11, 1996; and, (U)
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• PDD-76, Fiscal Year 2001-2006 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Plan,

January 19, 2001. (U) ^

Attachment ' '
Table 1: FY2004-2012 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Plan
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NATIONAL SECURITY PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE/NSPD-45

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT
THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
THE^ SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY 
THE SECRETARY OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

FOR HOMELAND SECURITY AND COUNTERTERRORISM 
CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2006-2012 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile 
Plan (U)

Nuclear forces remain a major element in U.S. national security 
strategy. Ensuring U.S. nuclear forces have the right types and 
quantities of nuclear warheads is critical to achieving defense 
policy goals. Likewise, maintaining the infrastructure that 
supports nuclear warheads, reserves of tritium, and special 
nuclear material is essential to sustaining reliable operations. 
It is of vital importance to U.S. interests to maintain a safe, 
secure, reliable, and effective nuclear weapons stockpile. (U)

The Department of Defense (DOD) is authorized custody of the 
warhead types and quantities reflected in Table 1 (attached) for 
the years specified in the plan. Additionally, the Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs shall be advised of 
any changes that exceed plus or minus 10 percent of the total 
stockpile for each year. (U)

Significant reductions in deployed nuclear weapons by 2012 and 
beyond will place a high premium on reliability. Stockpile age
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will act against reliability. I approve the Secretaries of 
Defense and Energy's plan to examine a Reliable Replacement 
Warhead concept that has a greater potential of sustaining a 

■ highly reliable nuclear arsenal- for the foreseeable future. (U)

There are a number of activities required to ensure stockpile 
sustainment and reliable operations. The following nuclear 
weapon activities are authorized for the period of this plan:
(U)

« Consistent with environmental, safety, and health standards, 
the Department of Energy (DOE) shall disassemble those 
quantities of nuclear warheads and produce nuclear warhead 
parts necessary to maintain the approved stockpile and shall 
provide additional nuclear weapon parts as necessary for 
development and flight test programs. (U)

• Until the nuclear infrastructure is restored and capable of 
delivering new certified or replacement warheads in a timely 
fashion, I approve the approach to managing risk by balancing 
retirements and disassemblies consistent with giving priority 
to refurbishing those warheads needed to support deployments.
I also approve the plan that relies on some nondeployed 
warheads as a reserve and, in specific cases, could use 
retired warheads awaiting disassembly to substitute for 
operational warheads. (U)

V DOE, in coordination with DOD, shall authorize changes to 
custody plans for retired warheads in order to meet 
disassembly schedules that satisfy the safe and secure storage 
and transportation standards of each department. (U)

(b)(1)6.2(a)

This Directive supersedes NSPD-34, Fiscal Year 2004-2012 Nuclear 
Weapons Stockpile Plan, which is hereby rescinded. The next
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Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Plan will be submitted to me 
September 30, 2006. (U)

Attachment
Table 1 FY 2006-2012 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Plan
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